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SCNGS OF MY CITY

I. IN A LATTICED BALCONY

How shall | feed thee, Beloved?

On golden-red honey and fruit.

How shall | piease thee, Beloved?
With th’ voice of the cymbal and lute.

How shall | garland thy tresses?

With pearls from the jessamine close.
How shall | perfume thy fingers?
With th’ soul of the keora and rose.

How shall | deck thee, O Dearest?
In hues of the peacock and dove.
How shall { woo thee, O Dearest?
With the delicate silence of love.

-.SAROJINI NAIDU
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THE HUSSAIN SAGAR

THE young dawn woos thee with his amorous grace,
The journeying clouds of sunset pause and hover,
Drinking the beauty of thy luminous face,

But none thine inmost glory may discover,

For thine evasive silver doth enclose

What secret purple and what subtle rose
Responsive only to the wind, thy lover.

Only for him thy shining waves unfold

Translucent music answering his control;

Thou dost, like me, to one allegiance hold,

O lake, O living image of my soul.

SAROJINI NAIDU
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II. IN THE BAZAARS OF HYDERABAD

(To a tune of the Bazaars)

WHAT do you sell, O ye merchants?
Richly you wares are displayed.
Turbans of crimson and silver,

Tunics of purple brocade,

Mirrors with panels of amber,

Daggers with handles of jade.

What do you weigh, O ye vendors?
Saffron and lentil and rice.

What do you grind, O ye maidens?
Sandalwood, henna, and spice.

What do you eall, O ye pedlars?
Chessmen and ivory dice.

What do you make, O ye goldsmiths?
Wristlet and anklet and ring,

Bells for the feet of blue pigeons,

Frail as a dragon-fly’s wing,

Girdles of gold for the dancers,

Scabbards of gold for the king.

What do you cry, O ye fruitmen?
Citron, pomegranate, and plum.
What do you play, O musicians<
Sithar, sarangi, and drum.

What do you chant, O magicians?
Spells for the aeons to come.

What do you weave, O ye flower-girls
With tassels of azure and red?
Crowns for the brow of a bridegroom,
Chaplets to garland his bed,

Sheets of white blossoms new-gathered

To perfume the sleep of the dead.

.SAROJINI NAIDU



HUMAYUN YAR KHAN

"HYDERABAD - CITY OF LOVE"

Fair City of Love and Laughter and Grace
born when a mighty Sultan bowed

before the idol of a beauteous maid

and kept his tryst with fate.

Then from the hallowed land arise

the spires of a dreaming paradise

of marble palaces and gilded domes

and arches and pillars of a thousand stones
and in their midst

four-square the Minar stands

topped

by a temple and a mosque.

The "naubat” serenades

at dusk and dawn

when Hill and Lake

meet in love’s embrace

and temple bells and muezzins’ calls
mix in mystic hymns

and peasant and prince

the Song of Glory sing.

And there in the shade of ancient walls
where the Moosi meanders with stately pace
the fragrance vendors string and sell
garlands of jasmin and rose

for four "annas” or more

whilst amid piles of diamonds and gems
hennaed hands and veiled flashing eyes
search for purest pearls

in the Street of Brides

and in the motley bustling crowd

to the beggars’ cries and shouts

a Raja humbly throws

pieces of silver and gold.

v



Here, once, were heard

the unspoken words

of melodies the heart-beats make
here, once, beneath the midnight stars
and under the summer moons

the heady wine of life

did fully taste.

But mourn not the wistful thought
time flows in many moods

and now and then the moment holds
then moves on

to its destined close

When you and I are gone, dear friend of old,
others will surely find

the grass a little greenier

than yours or mine.

Poem composed on the occasion of the 4th Centenary celebrations of
the City of Hyderabad (Deccan) in London.
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"Koh-i-Stan’

"From the distance, thou didst appear
barricaded in rocky aloofness Timidly I crossed
the rugged path, to find here, all of a sudden,
An open invitation in the sky, and friends’
embrace in the air, Revealed to me a shelter of
loving intimacy".

Hyderabad ... Ravindranath Tagore.
23rd December, 1833.

Nightfall In Hyderabad

See how the speckled sky burns like a pigeon’s throat,

jewelled with embers of opal and peridote.

See the white river that flashes and scintitlates,

Cured like a tusk from the mouth of the city-Gates,

Hark, from the minaret, how the Muezzin’s call

Floats like a battle-flag over the city wall.

From trellised balconies, languid and luminous

Faces gleam, veiled in a splendour voluminous

Leisurely elephants wind through the winding tanes,

Swinging their silver bells hung from their silver chains.

Round the high Charminar sounds of gay cavalcades.

Blend with the music of cymbols and serenades,

Over the city bridge Night comes majestical,

Borne like a queen to a sumptuous festival.
WSAROJINI NAIDU
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