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"Proclamation By The Queen in Council To The Princes,

Chiefs, And the People of India.”
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“In general, the religious leadership profited {rom the decline

in central authority in the eighteenth century. This was true not
only of the '"Ulama' but also of the 'Sufi Pirs' of the medieval

shrines who had continued to form the religious leadership in the

areas of Sind and the Punjab, in particular.”
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Barbara Daly Metcalf: Islamic Revival in British “India:

Deoband, 1860-1900; Oxford University Press, 1982.
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"The territories of the East India Company were vested in her

Majesty the Queen, and the powers exercised by the East India
Company and the Board of Control were vested in the Secretary
of State for India. He was to have a council for fifteen members
who would hold office during good behaviour, and each member
was to have a salary of £1200 a year out of the revenues of India.
The pay of the Secretary of State and all his establishment would
similarly be charged to India."
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I. CF Andrews : Zaka ullah of Delhi: Cambridge;1020.

2. J. Sarkar : Fall of the Moghul Empire.

3. Munshi : Travels in Punjab, Afghanistan, Turkistan
Mohanlal etc.; 1846,

4. Munshi : Journal of a Tour Through the Punjab,
Mohanlal Alghanistan etc., with Lt. Barnes; 1834,

5. Percival Spear : Twilight of the Mughuls: Studies in Late

Mughul Dethi: Cambridge; 1951.
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*The feeble descendent of the Emperor of Delhi was a

homeless wanderer, but was still recognised as a titular soveriegn

of India.”
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WAL 7 L s
"2. Upon my arrival, I am sorry to say, I found your affairs in a
condition so nearly desperate as would have alarmed any set of
men whose sense of honour and duty to their employers had not
been estranged by the too eager pursuit of their own advantage.
The sudden, and among many, the unwarrantable acquisition of
riches, had introduced luxury in every shape and in the most |
pernicious excess. These two enormous evils went hand in hand
together through the whole Presidency, infecting almost every
member of each Department; every inferior seemed to have
grasped at wealth that he might be able to assume that spirit of
profusion which was now the only distinction between him and his
SUPETIOT........ [t is no wonder that the lust of riches should readily
embrace the proferred means of its gratification, or that the
mstruments of your power should avail themselves of their

authority, and pmceﬂd even lo extortion in those cases where
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simple corruption could not keep pace with their rapacity.
Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail of being
followed in proportionable degree by inferiors; the evil was
contagious, and spread among the civil and military, down to the
writer, the ensign, and the free merchant........

"9. Two paths were evidently open to me; the smooth one, and
strewed with abundance of rich advantages that might be easily
picked up; the other untrodden, and every step opposed with
obstacles. I might have taken charge of the government upon the
same footing on which I found it; that is, I might have enjoyed the
name of Governor, and have suffered the honour, importance, and
dignity of the post to continue in their state of annihilation............
An honorable alternative, however, lay before me; I had the power
within my breast to fulfil the duty of my station, by remaining
incorruptible in the midst of numberless temptations artfully
thrown in my way; by exposing my character to every attack which
malice or resentment are apt to invent against any man who
attempts reformation; and by encountering, of course, the odium
of the settlement. I hesitate not a moment which choice to make; [
took upon my shoulders a burden which requires resolution,
perseverence, and constitution to support. Having chosen my part,
I was determined to exert myself in the attempt, happy in the
reflexion that the honour of the nation, and the very being of the
Company would be maintained by success.......

"12. The sources of tyranny and oppression, which have been
opened by the European agents acting under the authority of the
C{)mpany's servants, and the numberless black agents and sub-

agents acting also under them, will, I fear, be a lasting reproach to
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the English name in this country........ I have at last, however, the

happiness to see the completion of an event which, in this respect
a5 well as in many others, must be productive of advantages hither
to unknown, and at the same time prevent abuses that have hither
1o had no remedy: 1 mean the Dewanee, which is the
superintendency of all the lands and the collection of all the
revenues of the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. The
assisstance which the Great Moghal had received from our arms
and treasury made him readily bestow this grant upon the
Company; and it is done in the most effectual manner you can
desire. The allowance for the support of the Nebob's dignity and
power, and the tribute to His Majesty [The Great Moghal] must be
regularly paid; the remainder belongs to the Company......... "
(House of Commons Committee’s Third Report, 1773,
Appendix, PP. 39 1-398)
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"Islam to-day stands fa;: to face with an alien civilization that
challenges many of its fundamental values and appeals seductively
to many of its followers. This time, the forces of resistance are
stronger....... But if the metal is harder, so too is the hammer-for the
challenge of today is incomparably more radical, more aggressive,
more pervasive - it comes not from a conquered, but a conqureing
world. The impact of the West, with its railways and

Printing-presses, aeroplanes and cinemas; factories and universities,

oil-prospectors and archaeologists, machine-guns and ideas, has
shattered beyond repair the traditioal structure of economic life,
affecting every Arab in his livelihood and his leisure, his private
and public life, demanding a readjustment of the inherited social,
political and cultural form.

In these problems of readjustment the Arab peoples have a
choice of several paths; they may submit to one oF other of the
contending versions of western civilization that are offered to them,
merging their own culture and identity in a larger and a
dominating whole; or they may try to tum their back upon the
West and all its works, pursuing the mirage of a return to the lost
theocratic ideal, arriving instead at a refurbished despotism that
has borrowed from the West its machinery both of exploitation
and repression and its verbiage of intolerance, or finally — and for
this the removal of the irritant of Western tutelage is prerequisite —
they may succeed in renewing their society from within, meeting
the West on terms of equal co-operation, absorbing something of
both its science and humanism, not only in shadow but in
substance, in a harmonious balance with their {5wn inherited

tradition.” (Page- 177-178)
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