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imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly,
<efiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment
for life, and shall also be liable to fine.
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Religious
leaders accept
govt formula on
blasphemy Jaw-

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister
Naseerullah Babar on Wednesday

said that as a result of the latest ne- -

gotiations, religious scholars and
representatives of minorities have
accepted government's formula to
amend the procedure for registra-
tion of blasphemy cases.

Talking to The News here in his

office, he said that no amendment in.
the law aimed at reducing punish.-

ment for blasphemy was made. “The
death sentence in the law will not be
changed", he stressed.

Spelling out the agreed proce-
dure for the registration of blas-
phemy cases, he said- the police
would no. more have the authority to
register a case againsl any individ-
ual following an ordinary complaint,
Instead. it would immediately report
the matter to the area magistrate
who along with the respective
deputy superintendent of police

.would visit the site where the al-

leged offence had taken place. The
magistrate would hold an inquiry to

assess wlether the complaint was
genuine or based on falsehood.

Nasecrullah Babar said if the ev-
idence against the accused was es-
tablished the magistrate would
order the police station to register
the first information report

(FIR) against the alleged offender,

In case the complaint was found

baseless, an FIR would be lodged
against the complainant.

The minister said that under the
proposed procedure the com-
plainant filing a false report with the’
police, could also undergo a sen-
tence of imprisonment of up to 10
years,

" The accused against whom the
complaint is lodged would be taken
into protective custody soon after
the registration of such a complaint
by the police, he added. This was es-
sential to protect the suspect from
the possible wrath of the people.

Informed sources say the federal
cabinet, at its meeting last month,
had approved a draft bill to amend
the procedure for the registration of
FIR in the blasphemy law. But due to
the on-going controversy over the
issue, it could nol move the LUl Le-
fore the parliament.

The draft bill has already been
shown Lo the members of parlia-
ment belonging to religious groups
and minorities with a view Lo seek-
ing their suggestions.

The News Intermational, Tharsday. July 11,1004
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