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Al Jurjani, Al Baqillani, Ibn Khaldun.... stem
from a tradition of their own separate from
Greek philosophy ... [Flrom the very
beginning, Islamic culture had a certain
tendency to view poetry as a phenomenon
wherein the poet created another world,
which was parallel (to) but not the same as
sensory reality ... It created 1ts own
conceptions of literature, which prove to be
distant, though indisputable relatives of 20th
century poetics ... I. A. Richards explains the
metaphor in much the same way as Al Jurjani
does ... Al Jurjani sets up the ability to bring
far away things together as a criterion of the
poet's rank. "With the grading of this ability,
you may rate poets as wise, talented, inspired,
genial, or truly masterful.”

Henri Broms
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I was staggered at my discovery that there
had existed among Islamic linguists, during
the eleventh century in Andalusia, a
remarkably sophisticated and unexpectedly
prophetic school of philosophic grammarians,
whose polemics anticipated in an uncanny
way twentieth-century debates between
structuralists and generative grammarians,
between descriptivists and behaviorists ...
[According to Ibn Hazm] [t]o signify is only
to use language, and to use language is to do
according to certain rules ... by which
language is in and of this world; ... language is
regulated by real usasge, and neither by
abstract prescription nor by speculative
freedom. Above all, language stands between
man and a vast indefiniteness ... figurative
language ... 1s part of the actual, not viriual,
structure of language, is a resource therefore
of the collectivity of language users.

Edward Said
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In poetry, in which every line, every phrase,
may pass the ordesal of deliberation and
deliberate choice, it is possible, and barely
possible, to attain that ultimatum which I have
ventured to propose as the infallible test of 2
blameless style: its untranslatableness in words
of the same language without injury to the
meaning. Be it observed, however, that I
include in the meaning of a word not only its
correspondent object, but likewise all the
association which it recalls.

S.T. Coleridge

In Dala'il al-ljaz al-Jurjani points out that the
essential quality of a statement - its eloquence
or lack of eloquence - lies not in the single
words that are used, but in the arrangement of
those words ... [Al Sakkaki's] idea s that there
are many nuances of expression available in
Arabic (or any langrage), and the skillful poet
makes use of these. He squeezes every bit of
"signifying potential” out of the langarge; the
greater the meaning that can be extracted from
the words, the greater the poet that puts these
words together.

William Earl Smyth

:/d:l)fﬁ‘/ uﬁ‘TJnﬁd‘L}
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A poem is a message-sign in which the type of sign
relations is focussed upon, both the ‘vertical’ relation
of signans to signatum and the 'horizontal' relation
of sign to sign, especially with respect to equivalence,
similarity, and contrast. In fact, one could say that
since the poetic function dominates the referential
function and since the sign is focussed on as a sign
versus its referent , in poetry a given sign is used
more because of the equivalence relations it contrasts
with other signs in the same poem, whereas in
prose a given sign is used more because of its
referential qualities. In the poetic text, a given word
may be chosen and not only because of its
paradigmatic associations with other word in the
lingwistic code, but also because of its equivalence
relations with other words in the text itself. The
choice of one words may dictate the rest of the
poem.

Roman Jakobson
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It is speech which binds all branches of knowledge
of arts and crafts. Everythig when it is produced is
classified through it.
This speech exists within and outside all living
beings. Consciousness can exert in all crearures only
after it 1s produced by speech.
It is speech which prompts all mankind to acuwity.
When it is gone, man, dumb, looks like a log of
wood or a piece of stone.

Bhartrihari

Certainly, in relation to language, wniting seems a
secondary phenomenon. The sign language of
writing refers back to the actual language of speech.
But that language is capable of being wrtten down
is by no means incidental to its nature. Rather, this
capacity for being written down is based on the fact
that speech itself shares in the pure ideality of the
meaning that communicates itself in it.. A text is
not to be understood as an expression of life, but in
what it says ... The understanding of something
written is not a reproduction of something that is
past, but the sharing of a present meaning.
Hans-Georg Gadamer
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(T)he nature of the text is to mean whatever we
construe it to mean.... We, not our texts, are the
makers of the meanings we understand, a text being
only an occasion for meaning, in itself an
ambiguous form devoid of the consciousness

where meaning abides.
E.D.Hirsch

In the reception of a text by the contemporary reader
and later generations, the gap between it and
poiesis appears in the circumstance that the author
cannot te the reception to the intention with which
he produceed his work; in its progressive aesthesis
and presentation, the finished work unfolds a
plentitude of meaning which far transcends the
horizon of its creation.

Hans Robert Jauss
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