SHER SHAH SURI: THE LION KING
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SHER SHAH SURI

Farid later became known as Sher Khan after he killed a
full-sized tiger (sher) with his bare hands. Particularly for
this event and generally for his ferocity as a warrior, he was
then, later on, called Sultan-e-Azam Sher Shah Suri meaning

the great lion emperor Sher Shah Suri.(Wikepedia)
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"Seeing the weaknesses in the Mughal rule
and military organization, Sher Shah took
advantage of the problems faced by
Humayun. Eventually he managed to
overthrow the Mughal rulers. His reign
barely spanned five years, but is a landmark
in the history of the Sub-continent. With his
deep knowledge and practical experience, he
made many brilliant additions and
improvements to the existent system. Sher
Shah was a capable military and civilian
administrator. He set up reforms in various
areas. Akbar later built on these reforms and
extended them further Many of these



reforms pertained to the army, but the
principal reforms for which he 1is
remembered are those connected with
revenue administration. Numerous civil
works were carried out during his short
reign.

Sher Shah ruled for a short period of five
years in which he not only consolidated his
power but also brought about important
reforms. He died in 1545 from a gunpowder
explosion. He was a practical and farsighted
ruler who was way ahead of his
contemporaries. He is remembered in history
for the numerous reforms that he undertook
to strengthen the government. He was in
truth the greatest ruler that sat upon the
throne of Delhi."
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Abbas Khan Bin Shaikh Ali Sarwani, was
descended from a certain Abbas Khan.
whose son Hansu Khan , married a sister of
Sher Shah Suri . The author had, therefore
persoanal acquaintance with men whose
fathers and grand fathers had served the
Lodi and Suri rulers. His account is
therefore, considered very reliabel . He is
however fond of putting speeches into the
mouths of his character and thereby

dramatises history."
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If Sher Shah had been spared, the Great

Mughals would not have appeared on the
stage of history. (Dr. Smit h )
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Sher Shah Suri, "The Lion King", founder of
the Suri Dynasty, was born in 1472 in
Punjab. His original name was Farid. He was

the son of a petty Afghan Jagirdar.
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Sher Shah Suri, "The Lion King", founder of
the Suri Dynasty, was born in 1472 in
Punjab. His original name was Farid. He was

the son of a petty Afghan Jagirdar.
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e ULk
Ill-treated by his stepmother, he left home at
an early age. He went to Jaunpur where he
set himself to serious study and there he
acquired good command over the Arabic and
Persian languages.While he was away in
Jaunpur, Farid began to learn Arabic
language,  history, and  works  of
philosophers."
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During his early age, Farid was given a
village in Fargana, Shahabad (comprising
present day districts of Bhojpur, Buxar,
Bhabhua of Bihar), by Bahlul Khan Lodi's
counselor and courtier, Omar Khan. Farid
Khan and his father, who had several wives,
did not get along for a while so he decided to
run away from home. When his father
discovered that he fled to serve Jamal Khan,
the governor of Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh, he



wrote Jamal Khan a letter that stated:

Farid Khan, being annoyed with me, has
gone to you without sufficient cause. I trust
in your kindness to appease him, and send
him back; but if refusing to listen to you, he
will not return, I trust you will keep him with
you, for I wish him to be instructed in
religious and polite learning."”

Jamal Khan had advised Farid to return
home but he refused. Farid replied in a
letter:

If my father wants me back to instruct me in
learning, there are in this city many learned
men: I will study here."
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"Because of his abilities, he was soon
appointed by his father to manage the family
Jagir. But again because of his stepmother,
he left his father's Jagir and went to Bihar

where he later joined the service of Babur. "
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Farid and his father later united and began
working together. He started reforming the
administration of his father by introducing
new ways. He also began training and

organizing an army force."
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“Because of his abilities, he was soon
appointed by his father to manage the family
Jagir. But again because of his stepmother,
he left his father's Jagir and went to Bihar

where he later joined the service of Babur.”
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He 1is also remembered for purportedly

killing a fully grown tiger with his bare
hands in Bihar.
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“He first served as a private before rising to

become a commander in the Mughal Army

under Babur and then as the governor of

Bihar. In 1537, when Babur's son Emperor

Humayun was elsewhere on an expedition,

Sher Khan turned against his master and

overran the state of Bengal to establish the

Sur Empire. A soldier of fortune, Sher Khan

also proved himself a gifted administrator as

well as an able general. His reorganization of

the empire laid the foundations for the later



Mughal emperors, notably Akbar the Great,
son of Humayun.”
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He further developed Humayun's

Dina-panah city and named it Shergarh and

revived the historical city of Pataliputra as

Patna which had been in decline since the

7th century CE.
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He died in an accidental gunpowder
explosion in the fort of Kalinjar on 10th day
of Rabi' al-awwal, A.H. 952 or 13 May 1545
AD."”
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His tomb is an example of Indo-Islamic
architecture, it was designed by the architect
Aliwal Khan and built between 1540 and
1545, this red sandstone mausoleum (122 ft
high), which stands in the middle of an
artificial lake, which is nearly square, is
known as the second Taj Mahal of India. The
tomb stands at the centre of the lake on a
square stone plinth with domed kiosks,
chhatris at each of its corners, further there
are stone banks and stepped moorings on all
sides of the plinth, which is connected to the
mainland through a wide stone bridge. The
main tomb is built on octagonal plan, topped
by a dome, 22-metre in span and surrounded
ornamental domed kiosks which were once
covered in coloured glazed tile work.The
tomb was built during the reign of his son
Islam Shah. An inscription dates its
completion to August 16, 1545, three months
after the death of Sher Shah."
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"During his five year rule from 1540 to

1545, he set up a new template for civic and

military administration. He adopted a

tri-metal coinage based on copper, silver and

gold coins and re-organised the postal

system in his kingdom."
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Twenty-five years have elapsed ever since
and during this period many small temples
associated with several gods and godesses
have been built within this compound. In
addition to the safety and preservation of this
historical monument, communal harmony
and peace has also to be maintained and for
all this, it is necessary to remove illegal
occupations and buildings otherwise the day
is not far off when this grand national
monument of India and a marvel of
architecture will be converted into ruins and
tears will continue trickling down from the

aging stones of the tomb."
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