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“Qarian -e-Hind”
(QARIS OF INDIA)
By
Col. Mirza Bismillah Beg,

Reviewed by DR. SYEDR ABDUL LATIF Ph.D. LONDUON
President of

THE INSTITUTE OF
INDO-MIDDLE EAST CULTURAL STUDIES

Col. Mirza Bismillah Begy.an old graduate of the Osmania University has for
vears been engaged in a special study of a system of phonology associated with the
Quranic learning, known as®Qira’t’ or recitation or intonation of the Quranic
text. He has already contributed several treatises on particular aspects of this
subject. He has now produced a work in Urdu, in three volumes, styled
“Qariyan-e-Hind” (The Qaris of India) running altogether into about 1500 pages,
This work he has brought to me for an expression of opinion.

I have looked into the manuscript.of this work with due interest. The first
volume gives an account of the origin and development of this science, in the early
davs of Islam marking out in detail, the peculiarities of theseven orthodox variations
into which it has branched out, along with brief biographical sketches of the leading
personalities among scholars who had contributed to the buiiding up of this science
in the Medieval period of Islamic history.

The second volume and the third deal with the efforts made frorh time to time
by the scholars of India during the last eight centuries to popularize and sustain
interestin this science among the Muslims of India.

For aught I may say, only two works have been written since the advent
of Islam, dealing with the history of this subject- Tabaqat-e-qurrah of Osman-e-
_Dani, Andalusia, of the Fifth Century Hijri and another work bearing the same
title by Mohammed bin Mohammad, Al-Jazari of North Africa of the Eight
Century. In none of the two works is there any mention of what was being done by
the scholars of India in the field of Qirat. I am not aware of any Middle
Eastern Scholar having as yet made a similar attempt to cover the subject. It
should, therefore, be a matter of pride to India that one of its own scholars
should have thought of surveying the entire field from the very beginning of Islam
and bringing within the purview of his work the contributions made to the subject,
not only by the scholars of India, but the earlicr scholars belonging to the Arab
world.




Col. Bismillah Beg has worked on this subject for about sixteen
‘has had to travel all over India, and consult pertinent material wherever
both in the public libraries, and in private possession, a good deal of it
the manuscript form. As the result of his labours he has given the sketc
the leading scholars of India, numbering about 2000, who hay
mark in this field, a good many of them being Sufi scholars, both of the North a
the South. | _
l,“ |
I think the work is the result of very laborious and very careful rese
and deserves to be published not only in Urdu, the language in
written, but in Arabic, Persian Turkish and Malayese. The work is i :
handy encyclopedia of Qira’t. I heartily congratulate the author on his commenda
ble achievement.

In view of the fact that this valuable research has been accomplish "
Indian scholar on a scale not hither-toattempted, cither in the East or in the
I may venture to suggest that its publication may appropriately be arrang
by the Ministry of Education, Government of Indiaor by the Umvem

Commission or bv a phllanthrephzc body like the H.E.H. The Nizam’s (
Trust.

(DR. SYED ABDUL L

PRESIDENT,



opinion of - DR. YUSUFUDDIN

Head of the Department of .

Comparative Religion & Culture,
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD: A.P.

India can rightly feel proud of having produced several disting-
uished luminaries in various branches of Islamic studies. The name of
Mahaimi as commentator of Holy Quran and the name of Ali Mutaqi,
as a compiler of the Prophets traditions, and the name of Shah Wali-
Ullah, as a Islamic political philosopher, and the name of Mulla Jeevan,
teacher of Aurangzeb, as 2 propoundcr of the principles of theology, are
held in high reverence, not only by the scholars of Muslim Countrics,
but even by the occidental Orientalists. Recently Dr. Zubair Ahmed of
Allahabad has brought outa comprehensive book on Indian contribution
' to Arabic Literature but in the ficld of the science and Art of reciting the
Quran, there is an obvious lacuna not only in Indian literature, but even
in the Middle East, this important study appears to have been, consider-
~ ably neglected during recent times, particularly the historic side of it.

Col. Mirza Bismillah Beg, who has distinguished himself as an
authority on ten recognised methods of reciting the Quran has indeed
rendered ycoman serv..c, not only to the methods of reciting the Quran
by giving a succint account of the technicalities of the science, but has

deliniated the historical side of the science, with an emphasis on the
contribution of India since the advent of Islam in this country.

His contribution runs over 1500 fools-cap pages and contains
biographies of 2,000 Qaries, who flourished in this country through
ages. He has also given 2 clear sketch of the position of the science in
India in our own days. The publication of this valuable work is bound
to be appreciated, not only by the Middle East countries, but it will be
most welcomed by ail the orientalists, and is bound to be of great value
in research work that is being carried on in Islamic studies. I shall be
eagerly looking forward to the day when th's work will see the light
of print.
Dr. YUSUFUDDIN,
M. A.. Ph: D,
Head of the Department of
Comparative Religion & Culture,

Osmania University, Hyderabad-A. P.




Opinion of - "Dy, Ghulam Dastagir Rashecd,m

Head of the Department of

Persian & U.G.C. Research Professor,
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD-A.P.

It has often fallen to the lot of many distinguished 1
Officers to have made a highly valuable contribution to Acade
Scientific pursmt IMADUL QURRAH Col. MIRZA BIS\Q
BEG Saheb is an outstanding figure of this kind. T can say withou
fear of refutation that he is one of the greatest Iwmg authorities ol
ten recognised methods of the Holy Quran. In view of his hlghm”
cellence and Proficiency in this Branch of highly technical stud:} :
been styled as Imadul Qurrah. Apart {rom a deep study of the t
calities of this science he has p'ud immense attention to the reconst
of the History of this science in India. He travelled through thﬁ'
and breadth of the Country for carefully collectirig all the available d
and has been exceptionally successful in his great venture. The ma
collected by him extends over 1500 fools-cap pages and he has b brou
to light about 2000 distinguished recitors of Quran, who woul
remained un-noticed in the unfathomable depths of time since thg
of Islam in India. As I have also been initiated in this smence,
realise the immensity and the technical accuracy of his works,,
am sure no other person at this time could have succeeded in att

Shri Vinobabhave the illustraious leader of Bhoodan movenients he
distinguished himself as a Qari. But it is very unfortunate that Mi
East and even orientalists know practically nothing about Indu.ﬁ* "‘
bution to this noble science. It will indeed be a great Natmnai,'
to get this immensely valuable work printed and trans!nted’i
languages. It will surely add laurels to the achievements q__,:y;g I
tution or Government to get this work printed and to get it widely
distributed.

Dr. Ghulam Dastagir Rasheed,
"- Aq. &'ni;

U. G. C. Professor & Head of the
Department of Persian, _
Osmania University, Hyderabad-A.P,
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