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FOREWORD

Hujjat al-Islim Imim Muhammad Qasim Al-Ndra®a#? n
considered as one of the most influential thinkers of all times Tre
[slamic seminary and the global think-tank, Darul ‘UFm, at
Deoband, established by him, has attained today an iconic status m
diverse realms of academic and intellectual thought and ideology,
retaining to a great extent the erudition and glory of the Muslim
scholars of the previous generations. Undoubtedly, the gerwus Al-
Nanawtawi is a multidimensional figure, who wears many hats. A
theologian, a master of hadith, a philosopher, an educationst, a
reformer. a political scientist, a social thinker, and a freedom
fighter, Al-Nanawtawi had played remarkable roles in most of the
[slamic disciplines, and soctal awakening in his time and exerted
profound tmpact on the history of education and philosophy on a

global scale.

Al-Nanawtawi developed in the 19™ century a host of philosophical
and political thoughts and ideologies that helped shape Islam better
in a more consistent way in modern times. Al-Nanawtawi believed
that Islam has the ability to accommodate and reorient #tself in all
walks of life and in all ages through interpreting the vast wealth of
Islamic sources. Al-Nanawtawi asserts that Islam, due to its

universality and divinely inherent flexibitity, is the only religion
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that can accept all challenges which Wf the world religtons

have failed 1t address. Al-Ninawtawi's deep philosophical
applications and doctrinal Interpretations need highly investigative
research papers, and serius critical studies by schelars to
thoreughly explore ¢he rich legacy transferred by him 1o the
Deobandi School of Thaught, Since this age is characterized as the
age of logic and reason, philosophy and analogy, any work on Al-

Nanawtawi or hig legacy becomes increasingly relevant and
important.

Unfottunately, the [ives and works of Al-Nanawtawl and other
scholars and thinkers of Deoband School were given very little
significance in terms of academic research and analysis. Their
thoughts and ideologies, their philosophical and analytical
approaches, and their academic contribution in different fields of
buman endeavor were left, and still are, unanalyzed and
uninvestigated, though there are a few fresh theses and research
papers accomplished by a few research scholars in the Indian

subcontinent and abroad in recent times.

One of the recent works accomplished in this field of Deoband:
Thought is the book of Dr Atif Suhail Siddiqui titled as “Life and
Thoughts of Hujjat al-Islim Imim Muhammad Qasim Al-
Nanawtawi, Founder of Darul Uloom, Deoband.” Dr Siddiqui, a .
PhD in Comparative Religion form the Intemational I[slamic
University Malaysia, has been, since his early days as student,
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intellectually, largely through  theology  (kaliim) and

philosophy (falsafah or pikmah), against Muslim and Hindu
modernism as well as Christia“ missionary work; three, as a

Sufi master.”!

Al-Nanawtawi's self-assertion mOvement and his religious
philosophy redeveloped religion’s importance for defining the
social and political fabrics of Musims in the Iudo-Pak

subcontinent.

The most important factor in the development of Al-Nanawtawi’s
personality is his balanced thinking. As 2 political leader, he was
actively engaged in the war against the British impenalism and
wanted (o liberate his home country from external aggression and
occupation. Secondly, as a social reformist, e initiated several social
reform movements and thirdly as a neo-philosopher, thinker and
polemicist, he served knowledge and Islamic religious sciences. Thus.
Al-Nanawlawi’s entire life was three dimensional. While his thoughts
in religious, political and social reforms were single dimensional, they
were premised upon Islam's fundamental teachings and traditions of
the Holy Prophet (saws). The exceptionality of Al-Nanawtawi's
thought is 1ts functionality in the practical fields of human life. Instead
ol werely philosophical ambiguity and gnomic, Al-Ninawtawl's
thoughts are pragmatic in social, religious and politcal arenas. His
thoughts are crected upon the paradigms {rom the character (sirah) of

the Messenger of God (saws) and his pious companions.
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In fact, Al-Ninawiawi was the st bearer of the legacy of Wali-

Allak of Delhi. Al-Nanawtawi picked the essence of Wali-Alldh's
cultural, social, political and religious thoughts and believed that
Mushims cannot give up their right 10 rule the land of God. But the
module of the governance o Muslims needs appropriate strategy
and 1t is not merely diplomatjc and political. He also observed that
al the time of political suppression, intellectual superiority,
govemned by a sublime [slamic ide0logy, should be maintained. At
any rale, Muslims should pever lose their link with their
intellectual heritage; community’s connection with intellectual
heritage 15 the best fight against social, political and cultural

anomalies.

According 1o Al-Nanawawi’'s belief, pclitical suppression is
timely, while intellectual loss is more disastrous and dangerous as
its impacts are long lasting. Al-Nanawtawi insisted on the changing
nature of strategy and policy. He himsell produced the paradigms
of changes. His life may be categorized in three different phases.
The ficst phase of his life is full of political struggle, while in the
second phase, he changed his policies and engaged in polemics
with Chrisuan and Hindu missionaries and in addition, continued
several revival movements and the third and most successful phase
of his life is the intellectual and academic revolution, for which he
became most (amous. Bul, in all three phases of his life, Al-
Nanawtawi always was slrugglihg for a Muslim political and

intcllectual superionty.
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Thus, the paradigms lefl by Al-Nanawtawi became fodpriris {ex

his successors who sporadically and permanently were ergazed in
different political movements- But none of his success.rs ever
differed from the main maxim which Al-Nanawtawi had et for
them in the last stage of his ife. The maxim was centered on
bringing hack the Muslims to ¢/ing to the religio-cultural heritage,

preserved for them in the intellectual legacy of Islam.

This short biography is composed by taking into account the
several authentic sources. The most important among them is
Sawdneh Qasmi: this is the first oflicial biography of Al-
Nanawtawi, produced by Darul Uloom Deoband 1tself. The author
of this voluminous biography is Mawlana Manazir Ahsan Gilani.
This biography is written in Urdu. Also, ] have used The History of
the Dar al-Ulum Deoband. written by Sayyid Mahboob Rizvi
originally in Urdu and later translated in English by Prof Murtaz
Husain F Quraishi. This is the oflicial history of Darul Ul:sm
Deaband, and it also carries the short biography of Al-Nanawtawi.
I have also benefited from a small piece, but a very important one,
written by Al-Nanawtawi's conlemporary Mawland Yi'qub
Nanawtawi (d. 1302 AH) under the title of Haldt-e Tayyib Jandb
Mawling Muhammad Qdsim Sahib. This was the very first
biography ol Al-Nanawtawi, which was writlen immediately afier
his death in 1880 CE. | have also used other sources. A

comprehensive bibliography is appended to the Jast. [ have uscd
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standard transliteration method (brmsian and Urdu lermg

and names. For the Seminary established by Al-Nananwiawi in
Deoband, | have used official name *[apy) Uloom Desband’ and at

same places with the transliteration 'z zl-'UIm”

) am grateful to the librarian of Imgm Muhammad Qisim Library
of Darul Uloom Wagqf Deoband for providing me with the required
ratenials. Also, I acknowledge the moral SUPPOMt extended from
my mother whase prayers are my sole sirength, as well as the
moral support {rom my wife. Also, [ pay My gralilude to my
younger brother, Haris Suhail Siddiqui. Elgin, USA. Haris
provided funds for meeling the expenditures during the writing of
the script of this book. [ express my deep gratitude to Mufii
Muharamad Aowar Khan Qasmi, Editot-in-Chiel of Islamic
Literature Review, An International Journal of Islamic Revival.
Mufti Anwar Khan proofread, and revised the complete book
befre sending it to the press. He enomously helped me with his
valuable suggestions and wrote foreword. Dr. Yasir Nadeem al-
Wajidi’s valuable conuribution cannot be neglected. Dr. Nadeem
was insistent in emphasizing the importance of this biography. |
also acknowledge the support and help of my friend Naved
Siddiqui, Manager, Communication and Planning at DIT, who
implemented all steps for shaping the script into the form of a book
including utle designing and then publication, | pay my gratitude to

all those people who by any means helped me complete this small
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piece, which is definitely @ drop in an ocean, especially when the

biography of the most eminent Islamic figure of thel9th century is

being tried 1o be covered.

Endnote

' Fuad Shahid Nacew, The Uluma of the Indian Subcontinent at the Rise of the
Modern Age: Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanvi and Hix Responve to Modernism, (MA
Thesis, George Washington University Lib., 2003). pp. 30-11.
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