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Azan - a voice that reverberates all over the world
Azan is a voice that reverberates all over the world.
According to one report, when in eastern Indonesia the
Azan for the Fajr prayer is given, thousands of Muazzins
proclaim the unity of Allah Most High and the apostleship
of Sayyidina Muhammad #¥% Then this blessed call
‘makes its way to the western islands of Indonesia. After
approximately one and a half hours, the sounds of Allalu
Akbar travel all over Sumatra, but already before’that, the
Azan is given in the mosques of Malaya, and then, within
the next hour, it is given in Dhaka, too. According to the
report, before the Azan comes to a stop in Bangladesh, it
~ begins in Calcutta and then moves onwards t~ Mumbai.
Thus all of India is being reminded of Allah’s being One
and Sayyidina Muhammad #£8if being His messenger.
According to the report, the Azan Timings in Sri Nagar
and Sialkot are the same. It takes around forty minute for
the Azan time to travel from Sialkot to Karachi, Quetta and
Gwadar. Thus the whole Pakistan reverberates with Allahu
Akbar. Already before that, the Azan is being given in
Afghanistan and in Muscat. The time difference between
Muscat and Baghdad is around one hour. The Azan then
travels through Saudi Arabia, Yemen, UAE, Kuwait, and
Iraq. The time difference between Baghdad and
Alexandria in Egypt is also around one hour. During this
period, the Azan is being given in Syria, Egypt, Somalia,
and Sudan. The time difference between Alexandria and
Tripolis is about one hour, too. During this period, the
Azan is being given in North Africa, Libya, and Tunisia.
According to the report, it takes the Azan around nine and
a half hours to travel from eastern Indonesia to the eastern
shores of the Atlantic. Even before it reaches there, the
Azan for Zuhr is being given in eastern Indonesia. When it
is in Dhaka time for Zulir, the Azan for Asr is given in
Indonesia. This goes on for perhaps one and a half hours,
and then it is time for Maglrib in eastern Indonesia. Even
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pefore the Azan reaches Sumatra, it is time for Isha in
eastern Indonesia... According to the report, not a single
‘second passes on this globe during which the Muazzins do
~pot proclaim Allah’s greatness, His unity and the
apostleship of Sayyidina Muhammad ¥,

- Reverence for the Haramain Sharifain

- Once Salim & 4y, Sayyidina Umar Farooq's « &
grandson, went to Makkah. Near the Holy Ka'bah, he met
- Hisham bin Abdul Malik, who happened to be sovereign at
- that time. He greeted Salim .i«, with Salaam, and said: ‘Is
there anything I can do for you?” Upon this, Salim 4., said:
‘Hisham, here right in front of the House of Allah, I feel
" ashamed of mentioning my needs to anyone else but Allah.
Reverence for Allah demands that at this place one should
ask from no one else but Allah.” Hearing this reply, left
- Hisham speechless. By chance, both Hisham and Salim ia.,
happened to leave the Holy Mosque at the same time.
Hisham wen over to Salim & «., and said: ‘If there is
anything 1*-an do for you, then please let me know.” Salim
said: ‘Hishem, you tell me, what should I ask of you:
Something p>rtaining to faith or something of this world?’
Hisham knew very well that Salim was one of the most
prominent spiritual figures of his age, so he said: “Ask of me
something pertaining to this world.” Salim said: ‘I not even
ask my Creator and Lord for worldly things, so how could I
ask you!” Upon this reply, Hisham turned away, dejected.

Indeed, those who are aware of how to ask from their
Lqrd, will never stoop to ask from anyone besides Him.

Some Mashaikl left for Madinah Munawwarah on foot.
When asked why they did so, they replied: ‘A runaway
slave does not return to his master’s home riding. If we
had the strength to do so, we would come crawling.’

When Khalifah (Caliph) Umar bin Abdul Aziz ., was
about to pass away, some people thought of burying him
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under the green dome (of the Noble Prophet's £
mosque). When Umar bin Abdul Aziz & .., heard about
this, he intervened and said: ‘My being buried next to the
Noble Prophet £ would be a matter of great disrespect. I
am simply not worthy of being buried so close to him.”

Etiquettes of reciting the Holy Qur’an

The etiquettes of reciting the Holy Qur’an are of two
kinds: outward and inward. Outward and inward
etiquettes are mentioned in detail below:

Outward etiquettes:

1. One should have Wudhu (ablution), sit facing the
Qiblah and use Itr, if possible.

2. While reciting the Holy Qur’an, one should wear
clean clothes.

3. One should not sit at a place where people’s
movements are obstructed, or where there is
apprehension that anyone’s back might be towards
the Holy Qur’an. |

4. One should keep the Holy Qur'an on a pillow, a
- stand or another elevated place.

5. One should commence the recital with Ta'awwuz
and Tasmiyah.

6. If during one’s recital, one happens to begin a new
Surah, then there is no need to recite the Ta'awwuz
again. One should just recite the Tasmiyah.

7. If one commences one’s recital with Surah Tawbabh,
then one needs to recite the Ta’awwuz. As far as the
Tasmiyah is concerned, one has got both options:
one may recite it or leave it.

8. If one comes across Surah Tawbah during one’s
recital, then there is no need to recite the Ta'awwuz
or the Tasmiyah.
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9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

16.
17.
18.

19,

20.

If the people around one are engaged in other
activities, then one should recite in a low tone.

If one happens to be alone, then one should recite
aloud. But if there is apprehension that reciting
aloud might trouble others, then one should recite
in a lJow tone.

While reciting aloud one should not keep one’s hand
on one’s ear or temple, as singers are prone to do.

One ought to recite the Holy Qur’an according to
the rules of Tajweed. Each letter should be
pronounced properly, with all its characteristics.

One should recite the Holy Qur’an as slowly as
possible - that means with Tarteel.

One should regard the Ramooz -e- Awgaf (i.e. the
indications where to stop and where not to stop.)

One should try to recite the Holy Qur'an as
melodious as possible, that means with proper
intonation and fluency, but one must avoid reciting it
according to musical tunes. Reciting the Holy Qur’an
as though it was a song is a sign of disrespect.

When coming across an Ayat (verse) of mercy, one
should invoke Allah’s mercy, and when coming
across an Ayat (verse) stating Allah’s wrath and
punishment, one should invoke Allah’s forgiveness.

Looking here and there while reciting the Holy
Qur’an is also a sign of disrespect.

While reciting the Holy Qur'an, one should not
touch one’s feet. One should also not play with
one’s clothes or anything.

When turning the pages of the Holy Qur’an, one
should not wet one’s finger with saliva.

One should avoid picking one’s nose while reciting
the Holy Qur’an.
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

One should not talk to anyone while reciting the
Holy Qur’an. If it is absolutely unavoidable, then
one should first complete the Ayat (verse) one has
been reciting. It would be better to complete the
whole Ruku. Then, before resuming one’s recital,
one should recite Ta’awwuz and Tasmiyah.

When coming across an Ayat mentioning
punishment, one should try to cry.

Upon reciting an Ayat (verse) calling for Sajdah
(prostration), one should perform  Sajdah
immediately. If one cannot do that, then one should
do so as soon as possible. This is the due right of
the Ayat (verse).

When one is tired, then one should discontinue
one’s recital. It is better to recite when one feels
fresh and inclined.

It is a Sunnal (practice) of Allah’s Final Messenger
£U# to make Dua (supplicate) upon completing the
whole Qur’an.

Inward etiquettes
The inward etiquettes of reciting the Holy Qur'an are
mentioned below:

1.

2.

One should keep in mind the greatness of the Holy
Qur’an.

One should keep in mind the greatness of Allah,
the One Whose words one is about to recite.

One should keep one’s heart clear from irrelevant
thoughts and devilish instigations.

One should ponder over the meaning of what one
is reading and rejoice therein.

One should try to make one’s feelings in
accordance to the Ayaat (verses) one is reading, that
means if one is reading an Ayat (verse) stating
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Allah’s punishment, then one should try to develop
feelings of fear.

One should imagine that one is directly addressed
by Allah, and one’s listening should be as attentive
as possible.

signs of disrespect towards the Holy Qur'an

There are many kinds of disrespectful behaviour towards
" the Holy Qur’an. Every Muslim must the utmost to avoid
all kinds of disrespect.

1

10.

11.

Touching the Holy Qur'an without ablution is a
sign of disrespect.

Touching any Ayat (verse) written in a book of
Tafsir or any other book without ablution.

Not to remain silent when one hears the Holy
Qur’an being recited somewhere.

Keeping any other book on the Holy Qur’an, even
though it might be a book of Haditli or Figh (Islamic
Jurisprudence).

Keeping one’s glasses, pen, cap, Tasbil, etc on the
Holy Qur’an.

Spreading one’s feet towards the Holy Qur’an.

Keeping the Holy Qur'an at a lower place while

being seated on a higher place.

Keeping the Holy Qur’an at a place where people
might turn their back towards it.

Touching one’s feet or picking one’s nose while
reciting the Holy Qur'an. |

Reading the holy Qur'an while lying, unless one
has a valid legal excuse to do so.

Smoking cigarettes or Hugqalt (Hubble bubble) or
chewing tobacco while reciting the Holy Qur’an.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22,

23,

Reciting the Holy Qur’an for the sake of blessing in
any unlawful business, or asking others to recite
the Holy Qur’an for this purpose.

Entering the toilet while wearing a ring inscribed

with words or letters of the Holy Qur’an.

Throwing newspapers or magazines containing
Qur'anic Ayaat (verses) on the ground as though
they were any ordinary paper.

Using newspapers or magazines containing
Qur’anic Ayaat (verses) as table spread.

Spreading one’s feet towards calendars,
calligraphies or books containing Ayaat (verses) of
the Holy Qur’an.

Writing Qur’anic Ayaat (verses) on monograms and
gifts, if there is apprehension of disrespect.

Writing the Holy Qur'an is such designs or
calligraphies that the reader is hardly able to
decipher them, or that he is likely to read them
incorrectly is a great sign of disrespect.

Burying the Holy Qur’an along with the deceased.

Throwing old, torn pages of the Holy Qur’an into
regular garbage. If there is need to dispose of such
pages, then onc should collect them and put them
into a river or the sea.

To take any open, uncovered piece of paper on
which Ayaat (verses) of the Holy Qur’an are written
into the toilet. However, if such a paper is sewn
into leather or sealed into silver (in the shape of an
amulet or Ta'weez), then there is nothing wrong
with that.

Burning the Holy Qur'an or any of its pages,
thinking of it as worthless.

Beginning any frivolous gathering with the recital
of the Holy Qur’an.
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24. If a person has recited the Holy Qur'an and then
thought that any other person (who has engaged in
any mundane pursuit) has obtained anything better
or more worthwhile, has shown tremendous
disrespect towards the Holy Qur’an.

The blessings of treating one’s parent’s with respect

Among the Children of Israil, there was an orphan
who would not do anything without asking his mother
first. This orphan owned a beautiful cow. Most of his free
time, he spent attending to this cow. Once an angel in
-human disguise came to him and asked him whether he
would sell him the cow. When the orphan asked how
much he would get, the angel mentioned a very petty sum.
The orphan then went to his mother to ask her for advice,
-and she told him to refuse. The angel then stated a higher
price, and again the orphan went to ask his mother, and
‘again she told him to refuse. The angel kept increasing his
offer, and the boy would each time go and ask his mother
for her opinion, and each time she told him to refuse.
Finally, the boy felt that his mother does not want the cow
to be sold. He then told the angel that the cow cannot be
sold at any cost. The angel said to him: “You are very
fortunate indeed to ask your mother regarding all that you
do. Soon someone will come and ask you to sell that cow.
Then make sure to state a very high price”

Almost at the same time, one man from among the
Children of Israil was murdered in cold blood, and by
chance the people had received the order to sacrifice the
COW that belonged to the orphan (in order to find the
Murderer), When they came to him and asked him to sell
the cow, he said he would sell her for her weight in gold.
The Children of Israil paid him the amount. In Tafsir-e-
Azizi and Tafsir Ma’alimul Irfan fi Uloomil Qur’an comes
that this was the result of his respect towards his parents.
SOmEthing similar has been mentioned in Tafsir Tabari.
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From this is learnt that treating one’s parents with love
and respect bears fruit in this world, too.

There was a youth who was extremely devoted to his
parents, ever eager to serve them and to wait upon them.
When his parents had grown old, his brothers suggested
that they should divide their parents’ estate during their
life-time, so as to avoid disputes afterwards. The youth
said: “You can divide the estate amongst yourselves; I only
want to serve my parents.” His brothers were delighted to
~.ar that, and gladly put him in full charge of looking after
-is parents. The youth would labour throughout the day to
make a living, and at night he would wait upon his
parents, and look after his wife and family, too. This
continued until his parents passed away.

Once at night, he saw in his dream that someone called
out to him: ‘O young man! You always served your
parents well and treated them well. They were indeed
pleased with you. Go and look under such and such rock.
There you will find a Dinar. Take that Dinar, for it is
blessed.” Upon waking up, he went to the said rock, found
the Dinar and picked it up. On his way back, he passed by
a fish-monger. He thought: “‘Why not buy fish for dinner
tonight?” He then purchased a big fish from the Dinar he
had found. When his wife cut the fish to clean and cook it,
she found a large diamond in its stomach. When the young
man saw the diamond, his happiness knew no bounds. He
took the diamond and sold it in the market, and the money
he got for it was more than enough to last for a whole life-
time.

Our elders and respect for parents

Imam-e-Azam Abu Hanifah Jiw., had immense respect
for his mother. Whenever his mother needed to enquire
about any religious issue, she would go to an elderly
friend of hers. Once it happened that the Imam and his
mother went somewhere together. The Imam had his
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,;lother mount the camel, while he himself led it by its
pose-string. Wherever they passed, they people would
;mmediately make way for him, and stand aside, greeting
nim with utmost reverence. Thus they went to the elderly
fady from whom the Imam’s mother used to make
enquiries. Quite often it would happen that the lady did
not know the answer, so she would secretly ask the Imam
for the reply. The Imam would then, with voice subdued,
~tell her what to say,"and she would merely repeat aloud
his words in front of his mother. However, the Imam’s
| réSpeCt for his mother and her preferences, as well as his
own humility prevented him from revealing this secret for
as long as she was alive. It was this immense respect that
made him Imam-e-Azam.

To sum up

~ Respecting one’s parents is a sacred duty, but when they
have past the prime of their youth, when they have become
old and weary, it becomes so even more. This is the time
when children should look more than ever after their
parents, lest indifference on part of children becomes
heartache for parents. When parents depend on their off-
springs’ kindness and mercy, then children must avoid
everything that would grieve their parents, whether it be
words or actions. This is the time when they ought to
remember their own childhood, when they would not have
been able to survive without their parents’ love and
affection. They should think of the time when they were not
able to cover their naked body, when they were not even
able to turn around in their beds, when they were not able
o feed themselves, or clean themselves. It was in this state
of extreme helplessness when they were sheltered by their
fathers' affection and their mothers’ love. Only a mother is
1°Ving enough to first feed her hungry child before she
attends to her own needs; it is only a mother who first gives
her thirsty child a draught of milk or water before she
quenches her own thirst, who first puts her child to sleep
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before she sleeps herself. Only a mother cleans her son’s
shoes with her scarf, only a mother puts on her child’s shoes
with her own hands... Today has come the time to return
this kindness. Children must love, respect and honour their
parents. The Noble Prophet #% said:

SFAC Y
‘Paradise lies beneath mothers feet.’

And elsewhere he %% said:
I S S B s I 8y G (B

‘The Lord’s pleasure lies in the father’s pleasure and

the Lord’s anger lies in the father’s anger.” (Mishkat,
vol.2/419)

To be honest, no matter how much children serve their
parents, they will never be able to return their favours to
them. Even if they would turn the whole universe into
delicacies, and feed these delicacies to their parents - one
morse] after the other, even then they would not have been
able to pay for the milk with which their mothers had
nursed them.

Once a saintly person wag asked about the difference
between a son’s love and a father’s love. The saint replied:
‘When the son is ill, his father prays for his speedy
recovery and longevity. He would even happily give up
his own life, if he could thus extend that of his son. On the
other hand, when the father falls ill, and there is no hope
that he will ever recover, his son prays: O Allah! Call my
ailing father back to You.” Isn't it strange how faithfulness
is rewarded by ungratefulness? May Allah give us the
strength to serve our parents well.
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- students should have an unquenchable thirst for
knowledge

pon’t be afraid of travelling for the sake of knowledge
. Gayyidina Abu Said Khudri « & s, related that the
~ Noble Prophet #U% said: ‘A believer’s thirst for knowledge
. js not quenched until he reaches Paradise.’

~ Sayyidina Isa .x.s.. was once asked for how long one
should acquire knowledge. He replied: ‘For as long as you
- arealive’

Said bin Musayyib .., said: ‘I used to travel several
days and nights for the sake of one Hadith.’

- Sha'bi a1+, used to say: If a person travels from the
northernmost corner of Syria to the southernmost corner of
Yemen just to gain knowledge, then I don’t think his
efforts have been wasted.’

~ The following has been related from Sayyidina Abu
Ad-Dardaa w1 ,: ‘One who does not consider travelling
for the sake of acquiring knowledge as Jihad is not quite in
his right mind .’

Ibn Abi Ghasan said: A person may be considered as a
learned person for as long as he seeks to learn more. Once
he stops to do so, he becomes an ignorant person.’

Abu Usamah wrote about Abdullgh bin Mubarak: ‘I
have not seen anywhere a person more eager to acquire
k1.10W1edge than the son of Mubarak.’

The first travel Imam Zahbi 4 .., undertook to acquire
Owledge lasted seven years. He went from Bahrain to
E_gYPt, then Ramlah, then Tartoos, all on foot. At that tme
'€ Was merely twenty years old. These blessed souls had
Such a great yearning for knowledge that they could
Simply not stay in one place for too long. They would
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travel from one sea to another, from one continent to
another only to acquire more and more knowledge.

It has been written about Imam Abu Yusuf &, that his
mother had sent him to earn a living. He would do all sorts
of odd jobs. His mother actually wanted him to become a
washer-man. If he only learnt the art of washing clothes,
he might be able to earn a decent living. Once Imam Abu
Yusuf happened to attend a lecture by Imam Abu Hanifa
42y, Suddenly he developed a desire to acquire religious
knowledge. His mother, however, insisted that he should
earn his living as a labourer... Imam Abu Hanifa &, came
to know about this. He had already realised that his new
student is exceptional in more than one regard. He said to
Imam Abu Yusuf: “Keep attending my classes. I will
arrange a monthly stipend for you. You can then give this
money to your mother.” Imam Abu Yusuf &, would thus
spend the whole month attending the Imam’s classes, and
whatever he got from the Imam, he would give to his
mother. Quite some time had passed in this manner. One
day his mother found out that her son, instead of
labouring, had begun to acquire relig{ous knowledge. This
had upset her greatly. She said to her son: “Son, your father
has died. You are the only man in this house. It would be
better for you if you would take up some work. You
should have learnt some trade.” Imam Abu Yusuf .., told
his august teacher about his mother’s words. He said to
him: ‘Tell your mother to come to me and listen to what I
have to say.” His mother then went to Imam Abu Hanifa
i «y and told him about her circumstances. Imam Abu
Hanifa & «, said to her: ‘I teach your son something
because of which he will relish sweets made of pistachios
one day.” Imam Abu Yusuf’s s, thought that maybe the
Imam was joking with her, but she kept quiet because they
lived off the Imam’s grants.
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+~ By the time Imam Abu Yusuf 4i«., had completed his
education and became known as ‘Imam’ Abu Yusuf, his
- fame had spread all over the country. At that time, Imam
Abu Hanifa & .., was offered the post of Qaziul Qazat or
Chief Justice. However, the Imam declined as he had
“dedicated himself to the promotion of knowledge. He
~however instructed his student Imam Abu Yusuf to accept
the offer. Thus Imam Abu Yusuf became the Chief Justice
~.of his time. The government then arranged for his food
and drink. Once the caliph came to meet Imam Abu Yusuf
44eny. The caliph had a bowl with him which he presented
- to Imam Abu Yusuf, asking him to kindly accept it. He
further said: “This is a delicacy which I get only on rare
occasions, however, you shall get it daily. The Imam
asked: ‘What is it? - ‘A very special sweet made of
- pistachios’, came the reply. Imam Abu Yusuf & «., was
amazed how his respected teacher’s words had come true.

How to clean a table-cloth

Mufti Muhammad Shafi Usmani i «.., once happened
to be the guest of Maulana Sayyid Asghar Husain & s,
After they dined, the respectable Mufti intended to put
away the table-cloth. The Maulana asked him: ‘What are
you doing?’ He said: ‘I want to clean the table-cloth and
put it away.” The Maulana then asked: ‘Do you know how
to clean a table-cloth? This question amazed Mufti
‘Muhammad Shafi & ., because apparently there is
Nothing particular to know about. He requested his elder
to tell him how a table-cloth should be cleaned. Maulana
Sayyid Asghar Husain s w., said: ‘Believe me, it is an art.’
He then separated the bones that had still some meat on
them and the pieces of bread. The bones he kept at a place
Where cats could easily find them. The bread he kept at
another place so that birds could come and eat. The tiny
Cfumbs of food that stuck to the table-cloth, he shook of
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near an ant-hole. Then he said: ‘This is what Allah has
given as provision, nothing thereof should be wasted.’

Once, Maulana Husain Ahmad Madani & ., had a
scholar as a guest. The guest was served some fruits. After
he had finished, the guest said: ‘Let me throw the peels,
please” Maulana Husain Ahmad 4 «., asked: ‘Do you
know how to throw them?’ That person asked: “What is so
special about that? The Maulana replied: “There are some
poor people in my neighbourhood. If all the peels are
thrown in one place, it might sadden them (that one family
consumed so many fruits). So it is better to throw the peels
in different places. Thus they will go unnoticed’

Some people throw large pieces of bread into the
garbage. This is a great sign of disrespect. If anyone sees
this happen, she should pick up the bread and keep it at an
elevated place so that any animal can eat it.

Once, a saint went riding somewhere. While mounted,
he dropped a gram. He immediately got off his ride,
looked for the gram and picked it up. Allah Most High
forgave him all his sins due to this act.

Nowadays it has become a fashion to leave aklittle
beverage in one’s cup or glass. This is a sign of pride and
disrespect. Hakeemul Ummat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi
&4y once fell ill. Someone gave him some milk to drink.
He was not able to finish it and kept the left-over near his
pillow. Weakened, he fell asleep. When he woke up, he
saw that the cup was no longer where he had kept it. He
asked his attendant: ‘What happened to that left-over
milk? Upon being told that it had been thrown away, he
said: ‘That was not the right thing to do. Any of Allah’s
creatures could have benefitted from it He then explained
one of his principles: ‘The things that benefit a person in
large quantity must be treated with due respect even when
they are in small quantity.’
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- The Khangah of Khwajah Fadhl Ali Shah Quraishi
Miskeenpuri & «., was always abuzz with seekers of
spiritual boons. Once, when the table-cloth-was laid out for
the people, the Khwajah said: ‘Have a look at the bread in
front of you! The wheat for this bread was sown by people
who had Wudhu (ablution). When the grain was ripe, it
was cut by people who had Wudhu (ablution). It was
ground into flour by people who had Wudhu (ablution), it

was baked and served by people who had Wudhu
~ (ablution). So you ought to eat it, while having Wudhu

(ablution).’

Some etiquettes peculiar to women
Women should walk apart from men.

They should not walk in the middle of the way, rather
they should walk at either side of the way. (Sunan Abi Dawud)

They should not wear any tinkling ornaments (Sunan
Abi Dawud)

A woman who wears jewellery to* show off or to
impress others shall be punished.

It is better for a woman to use silver jewellery (Sunan
Abi Dawud)

Women should use Henna on their hands.

Women should use such scents the colour of which is
obvious but the fragrance subdued. (Sunan Abi Dawud)

Women must not wear transparent or very thin
clothes, (Sunan Abi Dawud)

If they use a scarf made of light material, then they

should wear something of a thicker material beneath. .
(Sunan Abi Dawud)

Women who adopt male fashions are cursed. '(Bukhari)

A woman must not be in solitude with-a non-Makram man.
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A woman must not travel unless she is accompanied
by a Malirant.

A woman cannot enter the mosque during days of
impurity (menstruation and post partum bleeding).
Similarly, she cannot touch the Holy Qur’an. However,
nothing she touches will become impure. She can cook
food, etc. The Holy Shari‘ah (divine law) has allowed
husband and wife to live together in a normal manner and
to have even physical contact, except for sexual
intercourse. Sayyidah Aishah w4 narrated: I used to
comb the Noble Prophet’s £8 hair in this condition, and I
also used to wash his head. Once he #%% told me to fetch
something for him. When I told him about my condition,
he said: “Your hands are not defiled.’

Allah Most High loves cleanliness and purity, hence
keep the places surrounding your houses clean. (Tirmidli)

Women should clean the interior of their houses
themselves. The outside areas could be cleaned by their
children.

Different etiquettes
1. Do not strut arcund proudly.

2. A man should not walk between women.

3. Angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog
or a picture of any animated being. (Bukhari)

4. When you knock someone’s door and the person
inside asks: ‘Who is there?’, then do not say: ‘It is
me’, but tell your name. (Bukhari)

5. Do not eavesdrop. (Bukhari)

6. When you write to someone a letter, write your
name first. (Buklari)

7. If you visit someone, then do not enter until you
have taken permission. (Bukhari)
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8.

10.

11,
12

If you have asked for permission three times, but
were not granted permission, then leave. (Bukhari)

When asking for permission to enter, do not stand

-right in front of the door. Rather stand towards the

left or the right.

Even if you enter upon your mother, you ought to
take permission. (Malik)

Do not take anyone’s belongings even in jest,

Do not point a knife, spear or any other weapon at

anyone, not even in jest. If you need to give
someone a knife, etc. then hold the blade yourself

- and let that person get hold of the handle. (Tirmidhi)

13.

14.
15
16.

17.
18.

19.

Do not say anything bad about time, because Allah
holds one of its ends in His hands. (Muslim)

Do not curse the wind. (Tirmidhi)
Do not curse fever. (Muslim)

At nightfall, say Bismillah and close the doors. Satan
does not enter through a closed door. Then say
Bismillalt and tie all water-bags and cover all open
vessels.

Try not to go out at night when there is only little
traffic on the roads (Sharhus-Sunnah)

It is a sign of ill manners to stretch oneself in public
or to burp in front of others.

If you feel the urge to pass wind, then try to
suppress it until you go to the bathroom or a place
where you are alone.

The pitiable state of this Ummah |

- The Muslim Untmal today is victim of internal discord

- and mutual strives and differences. There is no shortage of

- ‘Mowledge and wisdom, but selfishness and opportunism

ave taken over. We have succeeded in acquiring
Owledge, but we have become oblivious of the demands
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of knowledge. We have got the means, but we have lost
sight of the purpose. Differences regarding lawful and
even desirable matters have caused much loss to this
Ummah. We Muslims have become experts in the art of
dispute, but we have completely forgotten how to live up
to the Ayat: w4 sy (Merciful amongst themselves.) As a
result, Muslims have become extremely helpless and
disheartened. Allah Most High says in the Holy Qur’an:
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And fall not into disputes, lest ye lose heart and your
power depart; and be patient and persevering: For

Allah is with those who patiently persevere. (Surah
Anfal, Ayat 46)

Today Muslims are self-sufficient with regards to
material things, but they have become weak when it comes
to thoughts and reflections. Ever since they have done
away with their sublime values and traditions, they do
nothing but bask in the glory of days bygone...

Six men who are cursed

Sayyidah Ayeshah g o, narrated that the Messenges,
of Allah #&¢ said:

There are six (kinds of) men whom I curse, and whom
Allah has cursed, and the invocation, of every prophet is
surely accepted.

1. One who makes additions to the Book of Allah
2. One who denies the Divine Decree

3. One who forces his way to power as that he whom
Allah has put to disgraces shall be honoured

4. One who considers as lawful that which Allah Most
High has made unlawful (like murder, theft, etc.)
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5. One who considers with regard to my offspring
- that as lawful which Allah Most High has rendered
unlawful.

6. One who abandons my Sunnah.

- How the children of believers and pagans shall fare

. Sayyidina Ali 4 -, narrated that once the Mother of
" the Faithful Sayyidah Khadeejah y« i -, asked the Noble

" Prophet £ about the fate of her two children whom she

~* had borne to her previous husband and who had died

- -#uring the days of ignorance (before they reached
 thaturity). The Messenger of Allah £8% said: ‘They are in
~ Hell’ Upon hearing this, Sayyidah Khadeejah's . & ., face

reflected feelings of sadness. The Messenger of Allah $%¢

said: ‘If you were to see your children’s condition (i.e. the
plight they are in), then you would hate them.” Sayyidah

- Khadeejah y« i s, then asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah ¥

What about the children I bore you? (Namely Sayyidina

- Qasim and Sayyidina Abdullah)’ He replied: ‘They are in

- Paradise” The Messenger of Allah &% further said:

‘Paradise is the abode of believers and their children, and
Hell is the abode of infidels and their childrén.’ Then he
recited the Ayat (verse):
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And those who believe and whose off-spring follow
them in Faith... (Surah Tur, Verse 21)

Sayyidina Adam ... gifted forty years of his life to
Sayyidina Dawud el
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & _s, related that the
MeSsenger of Allah #£¥% said: After Allah had created
aYYId.lna Adam % o, He passed His hand over
Sayyidina Adam’s back (that means He commanded an
-angel to do so), and the souls of all human beings to be
born until the Day of Judgement came forth. Allah Most
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high then created between the eyes of each one of them a
shining light, and then he showed them to Sayyidina
Adam. Sayyidina Adam asked: ‘O Allah! Who are they?
Allah Most High said: ‘They are your children (who shall
be born generation after generation until the Day of
Judgement).” Sayyidina Adam looked at them, and he
found the light between the eyes of one of them
particularly attractive. He asked: ‘O Allah! Who is he?
Allah Most High replied: ‘He is Dawud.” Sayyidina Adam
then enquired about his lifespan, and Allah Most High
replied that Sayyidina Dawud msia shall live for sixty
years. Sayyidina Adam said: ‘O Allah, I'd like to give him
forty years of my own life, so please let him live for longer.’

Note: Please read in addition the entry ‘Jews greet with a
movement of their fingers, Christians greet with a gesture
of their hands, and Muslims greet by saying: As-Salamu
alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatul!’

O Allah! Let us be among the people of the right hand.

Sayyidina Abu Ad-Dardaa « & -, related that the
Messenger of Allah £ spid: ‘After Allah Most High had
created Sayyidina Adam %k, He struck him (i.e. He had
an angel do so) on his right shoulder, and forth came his
offspring - white and radiant. Allah Most High said: Those
from among your offspring shall go to Paradise and I have
no concern for them. Then He struck him (i.e. He had an
angel do so) on his left shoulder, and forth came his
offspring - black as though they were coals. Allah Most
High said: Those from among your offspring shall go to
Hell and I have no concern with them.” (Musnad Ahmad)

Abu Nadrah (a Tabi"i) siw., related that there was one of
the Noble Prophet’s %% companions who was known as
Abu Abdullah w: s . When he fell ill, people went to see
him. They found him crying (out of fear for Allah and the
Hereafter). They said: ‘Why are you crying? Has the
Messenger of Allah %% not said to you: Keep your
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moustaches short until the day you meet me? Abu
| Abdullah w3 o, said: ‘Yes, but I have also heard him #&%
‘gay: Allah Most High Himself has taken a part of His
creatures into His right hand, and the other part into His

~ Jeft hand, and then said: These (i.e. the ones in His right
“hand) shall go to Paradise and I have no concern. And
those (i-e. the ones in His left hand) shall go to Hell and I
‘have no concern.” Sayyidina Abu Abdullah w & <, then
“said: ‘I don’t know in which of His hands I had been.’
(Musnad Almad)

“‘Man’s true nature shall never change
 Sayyidina Abu Ad-Dardaa «. & ., narrated: One day
some of us (i.e. the blessed companions  maslessdl ) wWere
with the Noble Prophet £%% and we were talking about

- some of those things that are still to come. After listening

~to our conversation for a while, the Messenger of Allah
%8¢ said: ‘Listen, if you hear someone say that a mountain
has moved from its place, then you may consider it as true,
but if you hear someone say that a person’s true nature has
changed, then do not believe it, for a person’s nature - the

nature he was created with - does never change. (Musnad
- Ahmad)

Three easy ways to enter Paradise

Sayyidina Abu Saeed Al Khudri wea1 <, narrated that the
Messenger of Allah £8f said: ‘A person who eats only from
what is lawful, and acts according to my Sunnali, and from
whose harm others are safe, shall enter Paradise.” One man
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! This applies to many people.”
The Messenger of Allah %%z replied: Yes, and this shall be
80 even in the coming generations.” (Tirmidhi)

One who is given to quarrels shall go astray

Sayyidina Abu Umamah w42, narrated: The Messenger
of Allah #%% said: ‘A nation that has been given guidance
shall go astray once it falls into the habit of quarrelling.’
Thereafter the Messenger of Allah £8 recited the verse:
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‘“This they set forth to you, only by way of
disputation: vyea, they are a contentious people.’

(Surah Zukhruf, Verse 58)
(Musnad Ahmad, Tir.!nidhi, Ibn Majah)

With the invention of each Bid’ah one Sunnah shall
be taken away, and this Sunnah shall then never
return until the Day of Judgement

Sayyidina Ghudhaif bin Harith Thumali' « &
narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘When a
people invents a Bid’ah, they shall be deprived of a
corresponding Sunnah. So hold fast unto the Sunnah. This
- is far better than inventing Bid'ah.” (Musnad Ahmad)

Sayyidina Hassan « & s, related: When people make
any innovations in religious matters, then Allah shall
deprive them of as many Sunan, and these Sunan shall then
never return until the Day of Judgement. (Darimi)

An important principle conl'erning calling others to the
path of Allah

Sayyidina Abu Said Al Khudri « 4 .+, narrated that
once the Messenger of Allah #¥% said to us- (i.e. the
companions): ‘Look, the people will follow you (i.e. after
my demise, the people will follow you and emulate your
ways). People will come to you from all over the world. So
when they come, treat them well and teach them about
religion.” (Tirmidhi)

How hearts shall become bereft of knowledge

Sufyan 4 -, (one of the Taba'een) related: ‘Once
Sayyidina Umar bin Al Khattab . &+, asked Sayyidina
Ka’ab bin Ahbar . <, (Who was well-versed in the Holy

Qur’an, the Sunnah and the former scriptures): “‘Whom do
you consider as knowledgeable?” He replied: “Those who
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act according to their knowledge.” Sayyidina Umar ws .,

then asked: “What deprives the hearts of people from (the
plessings) of knowledge (like spiritual light, dignity,
awe...)?” He replied: "Covetousness and greed.” (Darimi)

' The worst person on the Day of Judgement
. Sayyidina Abu Ad-Dardaa x4, said: ‘The worst person
in the sight of Allah on the Day of Judgement shall be a

o scholar who has not benefitted from his knowledge.” (Dariri)

How the structure of Islam is being undermined
- . - Ziyad bin Hadeer .i«., said: ‘Once the Commander of

~ the Faithful, Sayyidina Umar bin Al Khattab w4 ., asked

me: Do you know what undermines the structure of
Islam? I answered: ‘No.” He then said: ‘A scholar’s
swerving (from the path of virtue and righteousness, a
hypocrite’s arguing through the Book of Allah, and
misguided rulers who issue ordinances. All these
undermine Islam.” (Darimi)

A way to build many palaces in Paradise
- Saeed bin Musayyib mentioned in a mursal tradition
that the Messenger of Allah $&# said: If a person recites ten
times Surah Ikhlas, a palace shall be built for him in
Paradise, and if a person recites twenty times Surah Ikhlas,
two palaces shall be built for him in Paradise, and if a
Person recites thirty times Surah Ikhlas, three palaces shall
be built for him in Paradise. Upon hearing such glad
tidings from the Noble Prophet #%t Sayyidina Umar il gy
“+ exclaimed overjoyed: ‘O Messenger of Allah! then we
shall get many palaces in Paradise.” (That means we shall
Tecite this Surah abundantly in order to earn us such a
‘eward.) The Messenger of Allah £ said: .’ Allah Most
High has much more than that to give.” In other words, the
T®ward for reciting this Surah is even greater than that, so
do not be amazed by it, rather strive to attain it. (Darimi)
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Sayyidina Ubayy bin Kaab's « & s name was
mentioned on the Mighty Throne

Sayyidina Anas « & -, narrated: Once the Messenger of
Allah #¥% said to Sayyidina Ubayy bin Kaab w a < ‘Allah
Most High has ordered me to recite the Holy Qur’an to you.’
Upon this, Sayyidina Ubayy bin Kaab « & =, asked: ‘Has
Allah indeed taken my name in front of you? When the
Messenger of Allah £ replied in the affirmative, he asked
again: ‘Has the Lord of the Worlds indeed taken my name?’
‘“Yes', said the Messenger of Allah. Hearing this reply caused
tears to well up in Sayyidina Ubayy bin Kaab's eyes.

In another tradition comes that the Messenger of Allah
&7 said: ‘ Allah Most High has ordered me to recite Surah
Bayyinah to you.” Sayyidina Ubayy bin Kaab «sa -, asked:
‘Has Allah really taken my name? When the Messenger of
Allah replied in the affirmative, Sayyidina Ubayy weal -,
broke into tears. (Sahili Bukhari, Salil Muslim)

Ruined due to mutual differences

Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ood « & =, narrated: I heardga
person recite the Holy Qur’an, and his recital was different
from that of the Noble Prophet % | took him to the
Noble Prophet £%f and told him about the matter (i.e. that
this person recited the Holy Qur’an in a different manner).
Then it seemed to me that the Noble Prophet’s 8 facial
expression had changed (as though he disliked my
approach). He then said: ‘Both of you recite very well.
Your way of reciting is correct. Look, do not fall into
disputes and differences because the people that have

passed before you were ruined due to mutual differences.’
(Saliih Bukhari)

The reason behind wiping one’s face after supplication
Sayyidina Malik bin Yassar « & -, related: The
Messenger of Allah %84 said: ‘When you make Dua, do so
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Liith your palms (i.e. the inner side of your hands) and not
ghrough the back of your hands.
. cayyidina Ibn Abbas w < related that the Messenger
~f Allah 8% said: ‘Ask from Allah with the inner side or
your hands, and not with the outer side, and when you
-onclude your Dua, wipe your face with the inner side of
“your hands (so that the blessings that descended into your
‘hands reach your face as well). (Abu Dawud)

. Sayyidina Salman «: & s, related: The Messenger of
" Allah $¥% said: ‘Your Lord is bashful (i.e. in His dealings)
_ Pnd He is generous beyond all measure. He feels ashamed

. to return His servant empty-handed, especially when His

.

- servant had asked of Him with raised hands.” (Tirmidhi, Abu
: Dawud, Baihagi) - '

. .A hard-hearted person is far from Allah |

~ Sayyidina Ibn Umar « & -, related: The Messenger of
Allah %% said: ‘Do not talk much except for mentioning
- Allah as any talk besides that hardens the heart, and don’t
forget: A person with a hardened heart is far away from

~ Allah.’ (Tirmidhi)

- A way to see one’s paradise already during one’s lifetime
Imam Malik & «», said: It has reached me that the
 Messenger of Allah #¥f said: ‘A person who remembers
Allah amongst people who are unmindful of Him is like a
person who stays back to fight when others desert the
b_attlefield. A person who remembers Allah amongst people
who are unmindful of Him is like a lush green tree amongst
trees that have dried up. A person who remembers Allah is
like a light in complete darkness, and Allah shall show such
4 person his place in Paradise already during his lifetime.
And a person who remembers Allah amongst people, who
are unmindful of him, shall have sins forgiven equal to the
Number of all talking and all dumb creatures (i.e. all
Mankind and all animals).” (Razin)
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Allah shall laugh upon seeing the killer and the slain
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s related that the
Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘Allah shall laugh (ie. be
pleased) upon seeing two men - one of them is a person who
fought in the path of Allah until he attained martyrdom (and
entered Paradise). Then Allah shall guide the person who
slew that man (and he accepts Islam). That man then fights in
the path of Allah until he attains martyrdom. (Thus, he too,
enters Paradise.) (Bukhari and Muslim)

Some special rewards a martyr shall get

Sayyidina Migdam bin Ma’d Yakrub . ., related that
the Messenger of Allah £ said: Allah Most High shall
grant a martyr six boons:

1. He shall be forgiven right when the first drop of
blood falls, and he shall be shown his Place in
Paradise.

2. He shall be protected against the punishment of the
grave.

3. He shall be protected against the Great Terror (i.e.
the fire). |

4. He shall be crowned with such a crown of honour,
a single ruby of which shall be far superior to the
whole world and whatever it contains.

5. He shall be given seventy-two heavenly maidens as
his wives

6. He shall be allowed to intercede for seventy of his
near and dear ones, and his intercession shall be
accepted. (Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah)

Questions and answers

Hasnaa bint Muawiyah bin Saleem related: My uncle
Aslam bin Saleem « & =, told me: Once I asked the Noble
Prophet: “Who shall go to Paradise?” He replied: ‘The
Prophets shall be in Paradise, and the martyrs, and children,
and such children who were buried alive.” (Abu Dawud)
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- How is it to kiss someone’s hand?
.. Sayyidina Ibn Umar w.i s, said: Once the Messenger of
- Allah £24% had sent us on a mission. Upon reaching our
destination, our people fled. We returned to Madinah, and
" hid in our homes (out of shame and embarrassment). We
- gaid: ‘O Messenger of Allah! We are the people who ran
- away from the battle-field. The Messenger of Allah ¥
Qald ‘No. Rather you are the ones who return to make
another attack, and I am with you.” (Tirmidhi)

- Imam Abu Dawud mentioned something similar, with
o ;he following addition: (When we saw that the Messenger
~ of Allah £ instead of taking us to task, encouraged us
and tried to raise our spirits), we rushed towards him and
kissed his hands. Upon this he said: ‘I am the focal point of
Muslims.’ '
The dead hear what the living say
Qatadah mentioned that Sayyidina Anas bin Malik .,
« & said with reference to Sayyidina Abu Talhah w4 s,
that on the day of Badr, the Messenger of Allah &% had
the dead bodies of twenty four Quraish leaders removed.
The bodies were then thrown into an old, long abandoned
well in Badr. The Messenger of Allah ¥%f used to, after

defeating the enemy, continue to stay for three more days
on the battle-field.

Also after having been granted victory at Badr, he
Stayed there for another three days. After three days had
Passed, he ordered that his camel be saddled, and he
departed from there. He had mounted some of his
“Ompanions behind him. When he passed by that well, he
Stood at its mouth and addressed the dead Quraishi
leaders byried therein, calling them by their names and

eir fathers’ names: O so-and-so, son of so-and-so,...
Would you not have better obeyed Allah and His
| IneSSEnger? Indeed, we have got that which our Lord had

- Promised us, and you have got that which your Lord had
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promised you. (i.e. we obtained the victory our Lord had
promised us, whereas you got the punishment your Lord
had threatened you with.)’

Sayyidina Umar « & ., said: ‘O Messenger of Allah!
Are you talking to dead bodies?” The Messenger of Allah
€8¢ replied: ‘By Him in whose hands is my soul! You do
not hear any better what I said to them than they did.” And
in another tradition comes: ‘“You do not hear any better
than them (however, you are able to reply whereas they
are not).” (Bukhari and Muslim) |

The evil consequences of misappropriating the spoils
of war

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s related that once the
Messenger of Allah £8% addressed them and mentioned
misappropriation of booty. After denouncing this act as a
great sin, he said: -

1. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you carrying a bellowing camel around
his neck ... (That means: I do not want any of you to
enter the Plain of Resurrection carrying a camel
that he had taken unrightfully from the spoils of
war. If a person does so, he will be made to carry
whatever he took around hisneck.) .. and then
approaching me, asking me to intercede for him. To
such a person I shall say: “There is nothing I can do
for you now.” (In other words: I cannot help you to
ward off Divine punishment, for you did not abide
by the Holy Law during your worldly life.)

2. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you carrying a neighing horse around
his neck, and then approaching me, asking me to
intercede for him. To such a person I shall say:
‘“There is nothing I can do for you now.” (I had told
you about the evil consequences of this act during
your worldly life, but you did not pay heed.)
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- 3. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you carrying a bleating goat around his
neck, and then approaching me, asking me to
intercede for him. To such a person I shall say:
‘There is nothing I can do for you now.” (I had told
you about the evil consequences of this act during
your worldly life, but you did not pay heed.)

4. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you carrying a screaming man (i.e. a male
~ or female slave from among the prisoners of war)
around his neck, and then approaching me, asking
me to intercede for him. To such a person I shall say:
“There is nothing I can do for you now.” (I had told
you about the evil consequences of this act during
your worldly life, but you did not pay heed.)

5. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you with pieces of cloth (which he had
unrightfully taken from the spoils of war) hanging
around his neck, and then approaching me, asking
me to intercede for him. To such a person I shall say:
“There is nothing I can do for you now.” (I had told
you about the evil consequences of this act during
your worldly life, but you did not pay heed.)

6. Beware! On the Day of Judgement I do not want to
see any of you having his neck-laden with gold and
silver (which he had unrightfully taken from the
spoils of war), and then approaching me, asking me
to intercede for him. To such a person I shall say:
“There is nothing I can do for you now.’ (I had told
you about the evil consequences of this act during
your worldly life, but you did not pay heed.)

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah . = related that once a
Person presented a slave called Mudam to the Messenger
of Allah #& (One day, probably during any campaign),
“udam was busy untying the litter from the camel of
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Allah’s Final Messenger ¥%f, when an arrow that had been
shot by an unknown person struck him. Mudam
succumbed to his injury. The people said: ‘Glad tidings to
Mudam! (How lucky he is to have been martyred while
serving Allah’s Messenger &8 This must have surely
earned him Paradise.)

When the Messenger of Allah #2f heard this, he said:
‘No. It is not like that. By Him in Whose hands is my soul!
The sheet that Mudam had taken from the spoils of war we
got on day of Khyber before their distribution has turned
into a fire that envelopes him.

After the people had heard this stern warning, a
person brought one or two shoe-straps to the Noble
Prophet #%f When the Noble Prophet £%% saw those
straps, he said: ‘This is one strap of fire, or: these are two
straps of fire).” (Sahih Bukhari)

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar « & <, related: There
was a person called Karkarah. The Messenger of Allah £z
had appointed him as a watchman over the spoils of wary
and other goods. When that person died, the Messenger of
Allah %% said: ‘Karkarah is in Hell.” The people then went
through his belongings and found a small blanket he had
unrightfully taken from the spoils of war. (Sahih Bukhari)

Who got Abu Jahl’s sword?

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ood « 4 -, related: ‘On
the Day of Badr, Allah’s Messenger #%f gave me Abu
Jahl’s sword in addition to my share.’

It was Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ood s & s, who
had killed Abu Jahl. (Sunan Abu Dawud)

Note: Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas’ood « & s, was of a
somewhat weak physical constitution, with thin, weak
legs, but Allah Most High had willed him to render great
services to Islam.
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sffte Messenger of Allah $%% would not offer the
 gaperal prayer for a person who had misappropriated
. “gomething not even worth two Dirham o
. Sayyidina Yazid bin Khalid w4, narrated: One of the
*Joble Prophet’s 8 companions died in Khyber. When
the people -told the Messenger of Allah 8 about that
- person’s demise, he said: ‘Go and offer his funeral prayer
11 shall not offer it). Hearing this, the people turned pale
ﬁwlth shock. The Messenger of Allah £8¢ said: ‘(I will not
Wffer his funeral prayer because) he had stolen from the
- gpoils of war.’ ‘We then checked his belongings and found
~some jewellery (that had belonged to the Jews’
~ =vomenfolk). The value of this stuff was not even two
“sPirhams. (Malik, Abu Dawud, Nasa'i)

bl - |
i, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar « & _s, related:

»Whenever the Messenger of Allah £&f intended to allocate
sand distribute the spoils of war, he had Sayyidina Bilal
(radiallahu make an announcement. The people would then
:rush forward to bring whatever spoils of war they had
-collected. The Messenger of Allah #& would then first of
all set aside the Khumus (i.e. the fifth part that is to be
distributed amongst the poor and needy, and at the Noble
Prophet’s £%% discretion). Then he would distribute the
remaining part amongst the Mujahideen.

Once it happened that a whole day had passed after
the announcement and the distribution of the spoils of
War, when a person brought a rope made from hair to the
Messenger of Allah #8% He said: ‘O Messenger of Allah

¢! This rope was also among the spoils of war.’ The
Messenger of Allah $2% asked him: ‘Had you not heard the
‘AMnouncement that Bilal had made three times?” That
Person said: ‘I had heard it, 0 Messenger of Allah ¥&¢’ -

.. N what had stopped you from bringing it to me at that
Ume? asked the Messenger of Allah %%t When that
Person made some excuse, the Messenger of Allah &%
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said: ‘Keep it with you. I shall not take it. You can bring it
on the Day of Judgement (and mention your excuse in the
Divine Court). Now I shall not accept that rope from you.’
(Sunan Abu Dawud)

The punishment for misappropriating the spoils of war

Amr bin Shuaib related from his father (Shuaib), who
related from his father Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr wei s,
that the Messenger of Allah %% and then Sayyidina Abu
Bakr Siddiq and Sayyidina Umar g4/, used to burn the
belongings of one who had misappropriated the spoils of
war and beat him, too. (Sunan Abu Dawud)

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah 8 said: ‘When Yushu’a bin Noon ..
~t intended to wage war in the path of Allah, he would
address his people and say: ‘A person who has just got
married and intends to bring his wife to his home and
consummate his marriage, should not accompany me. A
person who has just built a house, but not put a roof on it
yet, should not accompany me. A person who has boughf&
pregnant camels or goats and is awaiting the completion o
their term, should not accompany me. (They would all the
time think about their families and belongings.)’ After that,
he departed with his troops. It was time for the Asr-prayer
when they had reached the settlement they had intended
to conquer. The prophet ;. addressed the sun and said:

“You are commanded to travel onwards, and I am
commanded to travel onwards, too, to conquer this place.
O Allah! Please let the sun stand still.’ Allah then caused
the sun to stand still until His prophet had conquered the
settlement. Then the spoils of war were collected (to be
burnt, as back then the spoils. of war were not lawful for
the believers), the fire did net burn them. The prophet ..

s said: ‘It seems like one of you has committed
misappropriation regarding the spoils of war. (That is why
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d\e fire does not burn them.) Let each man from each tribe
_ 'ﬁcome forward and swear allegiance to me.

" The people came forward, one after the other, and
. }_whlle they pledged allegiance, the hand of one man stuck
“4p-that of the prophet. The prophet said: ‘You committed

: gmappropriation' The people of his tribe then brought a
g @{ece of gold as big as the head of a bull and kept it among
| Yhe spoils of war. After that, the fire descended
“§mimediately and burnt the spoils of war.

é i “In another tradition, the narrator further mentioned
B ;that the Messenger of Allah £%% said: “The spoils of war

_ were not lawful for any people before you. Allah has made
. f-.ghem lawful to us due to our (financial) weakness.’

‘Umar bin Abdul Aziz’s sense of justice
... Mugheerah bin Mugsim said: When Umar bin Abdul
| -,Amz bin Marwan bin Hakam became Khaleefah (Caliph), he
gathered the sons of Marwan and said: The Messenger of
- Allah $%% personally owned the land of Fadak. Whatever
_income he had from this land, he would spend on his own
family and dependants, and on the children of among Bani
Hashim, and on getting their indigent men and women
~married. He would treat them with kindness and look
| "after then' needs. -

Once Sayyidah Fatimah y= & ., requested her august
father %7 to make the land of Fadak over to her, but the
Messenger of Allah £t turned down her request. The
Messenger of Allah £ used to thus manage his affairs
until he passed away.

Thereafter Sayyidina Abu Bakr 'Siddiq «s &1+ became
K’MIeefah (Caliph), and his dealings were just like those of
| 's Messenger £%% (i.e. he would utilise the proceedings
'_ _°f Fadak in just the same manner); until he passed away.
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Thereafter Sayyidina Umar bin Al Khattab we & .,
became Khaleefah (Caliph), and his dealings were just like
those of Sayyidina Abu Bakr Siddiq u..aq..}, until he too,
passed away. |

Then (during the reign of Sayyidina Uthman w4 ),
Marwan declared the land of Fadak to be his property.
And now, this land has become the propeity of Umar bin
Abdul Aziz bin Marwan. However, [ think that it is not
right for me to take something the Messenger of Allah £&;
had denied his own daughter Sayyidah Fatimah =& s,
hence make you bear witness that I revert the land of
Fadak to its original status. The proceedings of this land
shall be utilised as they were meant to be utilised. Fadak

shall not become anyone’s personal property. (Sunan Abi
Dawud)

Jews greet with a movement of their fingers,
Christians greet with a gesture of their hands, and
Muslims greet by saying: As-Salamu alaikum wa
rahmatullahi
Umar bin Shuaib reported from his father Shuaib, who

reported from his grand-father Sayyidina Abdullah bin
Amr wé s, that the Messenger of Allah £ said: One who
adopts the ways of other people does not belong to us. So
do not adopt the ways of the Jews,*and do not adopt the
ways of the Christians. The jews greet with a movement of
their fingers, whereas the Christians greet with a gesture of
their hands. (Tirmidhi)

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah #2% said: After Allah had created
Adam, He breathed of His spirit into him, causing him to
sneeze. (Allah then inspired Adam and) Adam said
Alhamdulillah! The angels who heard newly created Adam
praise his Lord, replied by saying: Yarhamuk Allah! May
Allah have mercy on you. Allah Most High then ordered
Adam to pass by a group of angels and greet them with As-
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Wggmu alaikum. Adam did just so: he passed by the group of

(¥ soels and greeted them with As-Salamu alaikum. The angels

“fgumed his greeting by saying: Alaikas-Salam wa
" sahmatullah. Adam then returned to His lord (i.e. the place

.~:_-:".10{1‘¢re Allah had conversed with him), and Allah said to
| lﬁm “This shall be your greeting and that of your progeny.

. Allah then, with both of His hands closed (This is not
* tb-be taken literal. Allah is far too Sublime to be limited by
;-iipifﬂmysical structure. The true meaning of this and other
" ‘pigntilar statements is known to Allah Alone - Translator)
- addressed Adam, asking him to choose whichever hand he
- likes: Adam said: ‘I choose my Lord’s right hand.” Allah
- said: ‘Both of My hands are right and full of blessings.”

‘Then He opened His hand and revealed Adam’s own
. likelihood and that of his children. Adam asked: ‘O Lord!
. Who are they?”Allah replied: ‘They are your children’

Adam -also saw that each of his offspring had his age
~written on his brow. Then Adam’s glance fell on one
-eictremély- handsome figure. He asked: ‘O Lord! Who is
he?” Allah said: ‘He is your son Dawud.” Adam said: ‘O
Allah! Increase his age.” Allah said: “This is something I
have already decreed in truth.’ - ‘Then take sixty years
from my age and give them to him’ pleaded Adam. “That
8 up to you’ replied Allah.

The Messenger of Allah #%% then continued: Adam
lived in Paradise for as long as Allah had willed him to live
th_ere; Then he was sent down to earth., When he had
r€ached nine hundred forty years of age, the Angel of Death
‘ame to seize his soul. Adam said: ‘You have come too
ea}'IY- I was granted thousand years.” The Angel of Death
Saud: “That is correct, but you had gifted sixty years of your

€ to your son Dawud.” Adam denied this (as he could not
'ecall the incident), and his offspring, too, deny. Adam
OIgot, and his offspring, too, are given to forgetfulness.
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The messenger of Allah £¥% said: ‘On that day, it had
been commanded to write and to take witnesses.” (Tirmidhi)

Reprimanding someone for not asking permission to enter

Sayyidina Kaldah bin Hanbal « 4 ., related: ‘Safwan
bin Umayyah once had me bring some milk, flesh of a deer
and snake cucumbers to the Messenger of Allah £ who
was lodged near Ma'la, the higher portion of Makkah.’
Sayyidina Kaldah ., further mentioned: ‘When I came
to him %%, I neither greeted him upon entering, nor had I
asked permission to enter. The Messenger of -Allah £t
thus told me to go back (to the door of his dwelling), to
stand there, greet with As-Salamu alaikum and to ask: May I
come in?’

‘The people say’ is an evil ride indeed

Sayyidina Abu Mas'ud Ansari « & ., related that he
had heard from Sayyidina Abu Abdullah .« & -, or
Sayyidina Abu Abdullah « <, had asked Sayyidina Abu
Mas'ud Ansari . 4 s, what he had heard from the
Messenger of Allah £8f about the phrase ‘the people say...
He replied: I heard the Messenger of Allah #& say that
this phrase is indeed an evil ride for a person (as through it
one often conveys untruths and lies.) (Abu Dawud)

The Fardh (obligatory) and Nafl (optional) of a person
who exaggerates in his speech shall not be accepted

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s related that the
Messenger of Allah £¥% said: ‘If a person learns the art of
rhetoric so as to impress people and bring them under his
sway, then, on the Day of Judgement, Allah shall neither
accept his Nafl (optional) acts of worship, nor his Fardh
(obligatory).” (Abu Dawud)

Guard your tongue!

Sayyidina Abu Zarr «. & ., related that the Messenger
of Allah %% said: ‘If one addresses another as ‘Kafir’, or as
‘Enemy of Allah’, whereas that person is not such, then



et wel'e‘l Pearls vol.8 55

-4 ee words shall fallback on him who uttered them. (Le.
| at person shall himself become an infidel or an enemy of

~ Allah.” (Bukhari, Muslim)

gave yourself from two tongues of fire
I Gayyidina Ammar .4 ., related that the Messenger of
AMlah £ said: ‘A person who has got two faces in this
wotld, shall have two tongues of fire on the Day of
~ Judgement.” (Darimi) .

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & ,-, narrated that the
- Messenger of Allah &% said: ‘The worst person on the Day
- ‘of Judgement shall be he who maintains two faces (to
spread mischief on earth). If he goes to one group of
) people, he says something, and if he goes to another group
- of people, he says something else. (Bukhari, Muslim)

'Alas! You smote your brother’s neck

- Sayyidina Migdad bin Aswad & s, related that the
‘Messenger of Allah % said: ‘If you see someone (unduly)
praising a person, throw dust in his face (i.e. stop him).

Sayyidina Abu Bakr « & s, said: ‘Once a person
excessively praised another person in front of Allah’s
Messenger #%% (and the person who was thus praised
happened to be present, too). The Messenger of Allah #&
said to the one who praised: ‘Alas! You smote your
brother’s neck.” And he repeated his words thrice. Then he
said: “If you think it is necessary to praise someone, say: I
 think such and such about this person, and Allah knows
beSt and Allah is the One to reckon our deeds.’ If the one
Who praises indeed thinks that the one who he praises
deSEIVES-the praise, even then he should not praise that
Person as though there was no doubt.in his being
Praiseworthy, otherwise it would be as though he had
tried to impose something on Allah. (Bukhari, Muslim)
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Two things take one to Parad:se and two thmgs take
one to Hell |

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, reported that the
Messenger of Allah £¥ said: ‘Do you know which things
usually cause a person to enter Paradise? Taqwa (i.e. fear of
Allah) and a good character. And do you know which
things usually. cause a person to enter Hell? Two hollow
things:'the mouth and the private parts.” (Tirmidhi, Bn Majah)

Woe to him! Woe to him!

Bahz bin Hakeem related from his father Hakeem bin
Muawiyah, who related from his father Muawiyah bin
Heedabh, that the Messenger of Allah 8% said: ‘Woe to him!
Woe to him, who speaks lies to make others laugh. Woe to -
him! Woe to him! (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, Datimi)

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah ¥ said: ‘Truly, at times a person says
something (untrue), and he says it only to make others
laugh. His doing so shall cause him to fall into Hell, as deep
as the distance between the heavens and the earth. Indeed, a
person’s tongue slips far more often than his feet.’ (Baihagi)

If someone curses a thing that does not deserve to be
cursed, then the curse shall fall back on him who uttered;ilt.'

Sayyidina Abu Ad-Dardaa « & s, said that he had
heard the Messenger of Allah #&f If someone curses
anything (a human being, or an animal, or any non-living
thing), then his curse flies up to the heavens, only to find
its doors closed to it. Then it returns to the earth, only to
find that its doors are closed to it, too. Then it moves left
and right (only to be rejected wherever it goes). Then, it
goes to the thing for which it was intended. If the thing
deserves the curse, it befalls it, and if it does not deserve
the curse, it returns to the person who had uttered it.’

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas . & s related: ‘Once the wind
pulled a person’s sheet, so the person cursed the wind. Upon
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that, the Messenger of Allah €81 said: ‘Do not curse the wind,
for it is bound to obey Allah. And no doubt, if one curses a
thing that does not deserve to be cursed, then the curse
returns to him who uttered it.” (Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)

Do not complain about anyone to your in-charge

- Sayyidina Ibn Abbas «a ., related that the Messenger
of Allah £ said: ‘No one should tell me anything about
my companions that would reveal any of their weaker
spots. (In other words, no one should complain to me that
- so-and-so had committed such and such evil, or has got
such and such bad habit), for I'like to come to you with a
clean heart (i.e. without feelings of dislike, anger or spite
~ towards any of you).” (Abu Dawud)

Backbiting would even murk the sea

- Sayyidah Aisha = & 4, narrated: ‘Once I said to the
Messenger of Allah £ something about Safiyah, that she
is such and such, making a gesture with my hand (to
indicate that she was of short stature). The Messenger of
Allah %2% disliked my comment, and said: If the words
you uttered were mixed with the water of the sea, they
would even murk the sea.’ (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)

Do not taunt someone for his misdoing

 Khalid bin Ma'dan transmitted from Sayyidina
‘Muawiyah w. ., that the Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘If
anyone taunts his Muslim brother for a sin from which he
has already repented, then the one who taunted shall
SOoner or later fall into this sin himself. (Tirmidhi)

Do not rejoice over another’s suffering

Sayyidina Wathilah x4l ; said that the Messenger of
| llah #85 said: Do not rejoice over your Muslim brother’s
S“ffel‘ing. It might well be that Allah shows mercy to him

aNd relieves him from his trouble) and tries you instead.
(Tirmigp;)
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The Mighty Throne trembles when an evil-doer is praised
Sayyidina Anas « 4, related that the Messenger of
Allah #%% said: ‘If an evil-doer is praised, Allah is
displeased (with the one who praised), and such undue
praise causes even the Mighty Throne to tremble. (Baihagi)

Seven scattered pearls which Sayyidina Muhammad
4t gave to Sayyidina Abu Zarr i .,

Sayyidina Abu Zarr «d =, said: One day I went to the
Messenger of Allah £ (Thereafter either Sayyidina Abu
Zarr «s i 4, himself or the person who related from him,
quoted a lengthy tradition which shall not be cited here in
full. Rather only the concluding sentences of this Hadith
shall be mentioned.) |

Sayyidina Abu Zarr ..+ then said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah #8% ! Give me some counsel” The Messenger of
Allah %8¢ said:

e Fear Allah, for fear of Allah shall adorn and
embellish all that you do.

e I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah £8 ! Give me some
more counsel.” He said: ‘Consider it as essential for
you to recite the Holy Qur'an and to remember
Allah, for reciting the Holy Qur'an and

~ remembering Allah shall cause you to be
remembered in heaven.

o 1 said: ‘O Messenger of Allah £f Give me some
more counsel” He said: ‘Spend much time in
silence, for silence shall cause Satan to run away,
and shall aid you in your religious affairs.’

e I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah £5# Give me some
more counsel.” He said: ‘ Avoid much laughter, for

too much laughter causes the heart to die, and
takes away the radiance of the face.’

e Isaid: 'O Messenger of Allah “3%# Give me some more
counsel.” He said: ‘Speak the truth, even if it is bitter.’
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o Isaid: ‘O Messenger of Allah £#%%! Give me some

- more counsel.” He said: ‘Do not fear the taunts of-

anyone when promoting the message of Islam or
aiding the Divine Cause.’

o Isaid: ‘O Messenger of Allah $%%! Give me some
more counsel.” He said: ‘Let that which you know
about yourself prevent you from exposing the
faults of others.” (That means, whenever a person'’s

_ shortcoming comes to your mind, consider your

~ own faults, and think that since you yourself are

~ not perfect it is of no use to talk about the faults of
~ others.” (Baihagi)

N Atonément for backbiting
-, Sayyidina Anas « & ., related that the Messenger of
Allah 9 said: ‘The expiation for backbiting is that you

. -a:ékAllah to pardon the person whose back you bit. Do so

- by saying: Allahummaghfir lee wa lahu. (O Allah, forgive me
and him.) ( Baihaqi)

Fulfilling one’s promise - an amazing incident
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abi Hamsaa w & L., said:
“Before the Noble Prophet £%% was commissioned, I had
Purchased something from him, and I still had to pay him
Some of the price. I had promised him to give him the
Temaining money to the same spot (where I had made my
Purchase), but then I forgot my promise. After three days, I
remembered my promise. When I went to that place, I saw
him %8¢ sit there. He said to me: “You have put me into

rouble. I am sitting here since three days, waiting for you.’
(Aby Dawud)

4 beautiful example of good treatment

' Noman bin Bishr related that one day Sayyidina Abu

Bakr Siddiq w4 <, went to see the Messenger of Allah $%z
€ stood at the door and asked permission to enter. Right

 then, pe heard his daughter, Sayyidah Aisha y. & o, talk
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loudly to the Messenger of Allah %% Upon entering,
Sayyidina Abu Bakr .. & s, wanted to slap her for her
misbehaviour. He took hold of her and reproached her:
‘Don’t you ever again talk like this to Allah’s Messenger
£2¢" The Noble Prophet £¥f however, intervened and kept
Sayyidina Abu Bakr from slapping her. Upon this,
Sayyidina Abu Bakr w4 <, left annoyed (with his daughter).

After he left, the Messenger of Allah asked Sayyidah
Aisha: ‘Did you see how I saved you from him?’ Sayyidah
Aisha sa s, mentioned that after this incident, her father
did not come to visit them for a couple of days (either
because he was still angry with his daughter, or because he
felt too embarrassed to face Allah’s Messenger £&%).

Then, after some days, he came again. He asked
permission to enter, and he saw that Allah’s messenger
and Sayyidah Aisha were fully reconciled again. He then
addressed the twain: ‘Let me be part of your reconciliation,
just as you had let me be part of your argument.’ The
Messenger of Allah 8 said: ‘We have just done that,
indeed, we have just done that.” (Abu Dawud)

The excellence of treating one’s parents well

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas «. -, related that the Messenger
of Allah £2% said: A person who spent his morning in
obedience to Allah regarding the rights of his parents, shall
have two doors of Paradise opened for him on that
morning. And if only one of his parents is alive, (and he
obeyed his parent) then he shall have one door of Paradise
opened for him on that morning. And a person who spent
his morning in disobedience to Allah with regard to the
rights of his parents, shall have two doors of Hell opened
for him. And if only one of his parents is alive, (and he
disobeyed his parent), then he shall have one door of Hell
opened for him on that morning. On hearing that, one
person said: ‘Even if his parents oppress him? The
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lylessenger of Allah 8% said: ‘Yes, even if his parents
\pi,press him, even if his parents oppress him." (Baikagi)

- The rights of one’s brother in Islam
-+ . Sayyidina Ibn Umar w4 s, related that the Messenger of
. Allah #% said: ‘A Muslim is the brother of another Muslim.
Neither does he oppress him, nor hand him over to his
| Wy (rather he helps him against his enemy). Remember,
. if one tries to fulfil his brother’s need, Allah shall fulfil his
need ‘And if one helps his brother in distress, then Allah
-_’ghall remove from him one great trouble from among the
g %&o'ﬁbles on the Day of Judgement. And if one conceals one’s
- brother’s fault, Allah shall conceal his fault on the Day on
Judgement.” (Bukhari, Muslim) :

- A man from heaven, a man from hell
... Sayyidina Ayyaz bin Himar « & w4 Said that the
;;M_e'ssenger of Allah %% said: There are three types of
‘people in heaven: o
. '® A ruler who rules in justice, treats his subjects well,
and who has been given the strength and will to do
good deeds.

* A person who is kind to those who are of a higher
or lower standing than him, and who is soft-
hearted regarding his relatives and other Muslims.

~* A person who refrains from whatis unlawful, (who

~ refrains from all kinds of begging) although he has
got a family to support (and asks from none but
Allah). | -

The people of Hell are of five types:

* A weak person who depends on you and who lacks
- the strength to keep away from sin, and who does
neither try to find himself’ a wife (to fulfil his
desires in a lawful way), nor does he try to earn a

- living (and rather lives from your leftovers.)
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e A betrayer who searches out hidden things and
then betrays you regarding that, no matter how
petty that thing might be.

e A person who is ever eager to deceive 'you
regarding your family and belongings.

o Regarding the fourth person the narrator is not too
sure, but the Messenger of Allah #%f had most
probably mentioned a liar. ‘

e A uncouth person who is given to abusive
language. (Muslim)

A person who troubles his neighbours is not a petfect believer

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah #¥% said: ‘By Allah! He is not a
(perfect) believer. By Allah! He is not a (perfect) believer.
By Allah! He is not a (perfect) believer.” Someone asked: ‘O
Messenger of Allah #8f, who is not a perfect believer? He
%8¢ said: ‘A person whose neighbours are not safe from his
mischief.” (Bukhari, Muslim)

How to become the Noble Prophet’s 8 neighbour in
Paradise

Sayyidina Abu Umamah .« & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah £8f said: ‘Whoever caresses the head
of an orphan (whether it be a boy or a girl) with no other
motive but to please Allah Most High, shall get one virtue
recorded in return for each hair that his hand touches. And
whoever brings up an orphan and treats him (or her) well,
shall be that close to me in Paradise (here the Messenger of
Allah #%% gestured with his index and middle finger,
bringing them close together).” (Tirmidhi, Musnad Ahmad)

Things that lead to Paradise

' Sayyidina Ibn Abbas .. ., related that the Messenger of
Allah #8% said: “Whoever lets an orphan share his food and
drink, Allah shall make Paradise incumbent for him (unless,
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;ﬁd course, that person co'ri_xmits any such sin that shall not be
£ gorgiven. In this case, he shall not be granted Paradise).

‘Ho ~ And a person who brings up three girls or sisters, and
thgducates them, and treats them with love and affection
gﬁlﬁlﬂl Allah makes him carefree regarding them (i.e. until
_o%hey grow up and get married), Allah shall make Paradise
. sthcumbent for him, too.” Upon hearing this, one Sahabi
¢}said: ‘Shall he get the same reward in case of two sisters or

}ﬁgdaughters?’ The Messenger of Allah £% said: ‘Yes, even in

% #"The narrator further added: Had that person asked
Hosbout only one, even then the Messenger of Allah %%
PHvould have given the same answer.

"*?ii The Messenger of Allah ¥&% also said: ‘If Allah takes
. i{_the two things that are dear to a person, then Allah shall
" make Paradise incumbent for him. Someone asked: ‘O
"" Messenger of Allah £8# What are those two things? He

”;“jwwplied: ‘His eyes.’ |
| ‘;.;.:g{l__.ﬁ;uidow should look well after her children
1. Sayyidina Awf bin Malik Ashja’i a4l <, stated that the
~ Messenger of Allah ¥%f said: I and the woman whose
. brOW'has darkened (due to her concern for her children)
- shall be like this on the Day of Judgement’ While
narrating this Hadith, Yazid bin Zari’ gestured with his
index and middle finger, bringing them close together, to
demonstrate how close such a woman shall be to the
| Messenger of Allah ¥ on the day of Judgement. He
further explained that ‘a woman _whose brow has
darkened’ refers to such a woman who was either
Widowed or divorced, and who, in spite of her good
 family pack ground and looks, refuses to remarry, so as to
be better able to look after her children, until they are old
. $hough to look after themselves and do no longer need
' fher, or until they die. (Abu Dawud)
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You are good if your neighbours say you are...

Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ood « & ., narrated: One person
once asked the Messenger of Allah £ ‘O Messenger of
Allah £ How can I know whether I am a good or a bad
person?” The Messenger of Allah £%f said: “’If you hear
your neighbours say that you are good, then you are
indeed good. And if you hear your neighbours say that
you are bad, then you are indeed bad.’” (Ibn Majah)

The excellence of fulfilling another’s need

Sayyidina Anas «s 41, related that the Messenger of
Allah £8% said: ‘If a person assists another at times of
extreme distress, Allah shall record for him 73 degrees of
forgiveness. Only one of those degrees shall suffice him
regarding all his worldly and other-worldly needs, while
the remaining 72 shall elevate his rank on the Day of
Judgement.” (Baihagi) |

How to get a following of seventy thousand angels
It has been recorded from Sayyidina Abu Zareen & -,
«s, that the Messenger of Allah £% said: ‘Should I not tell
you about the essence of this affair (i.e. religion), by virtue
of which you shall obtain the goodness of this world and
the Hereafter?” He $%% then said: ' \
1. Attend such gatherings in which Allah is
‘remembered (so that you too, may be guided to
remember Him).
2. And when you are alone, keep your tongue
engaged with Divine remembrance (i.e. remember
Allah, i public and in private).
3. Love for the sake of Allah.
4. Hate for the sake of Allah. (Baihagi)
Seven traits that ruin a society

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah . & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah £%f said: ‘Shun suspicion, for it is the
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_‘ rst form of lying. Don’t spy on others. Don't pry on
| "-?ihers, Don’t try to outbid one another. Don’t envy one
¢ ther. Don’t backbite one another. Live as brethren, one

to another. (Bukhari, Muslim)

pon’t harbour malice

Gayyidina Abu Hurairah . & wo related that the
Messenger of Allah £8if said: ‘Each Monday and Thursday,
the doors of Paradise are opened, and everyone who does
aot ascribe partners to Allah is forgiven, except for those
-who entertain ill will and enmity towards their Muslim
prethren. With regard to them, the angels are told: ‘Leave
 them alone till they reconcile.’ (Muslim)

The doors of Paradise are opened on Mondays and
Thursdays -

" Sayyidina Abu Hurairah . 4 «= related that the
Messenger of Allah ¥ said: ‘“Twice a week, on Mondays
and- on Thursdays, man’s deeds are presented to Allah
Moest:High, and everyone who does not ascribe partners to
Allah is forgiven, except for those who entertain ill will
and enmity towards their Muslim brethren. As for them,
the angels are told: ‘Leave them alone il they leave their
enmity.” (Muslin)

Rf?fusing to meet someone fora long time is similar to
killing someone without having the right to do so
It has been recorded from Sayyidina Kharash Abu Salma
“dl 43 that he had heard the Messenger of Allah &% say: A
Person who had not met his Muslim brother (due to some
Quarrel) js a5 though he had killed him without a just cause.’
gn Other words: Not meeting another Muslim for a long time
"€ to some difference of opinion is almost like taking his life

"thout having the right to do 50.) (Abu Darwud)
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The excellence of reconciling others ¢
spreading mischief

Sayyidina Abu Ad Dardaa « ., relal
the Messenger of Allah #2 said: ‘Should
deed the reward of which exceeds that ¢
~ fasts, Nafl (optional) charity and Nafl (or
Sayyidina Abu Ad Dardaa «sa 4 said: W
do tell us!’ The Messenger of Allah
‘Reconciling two people who are not on
each other” He further said: ‘And spr
among people is an evil that shaves off f:
it (Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)

This Ummah shall suffer from the s
- Jews and Christians

Sayyidina Zubair . & -, related that
Allah $8% said: ‘The disease that befell t
you (i.e. the Jews and the Christians) shall
that is envy and jealousy. And malice
things that shave. I do not mean that they -
they shave off faith and destroy it." (Tirmid}

When a believer is bereft of modest
from him, too

Sayyidina Ibn Umar « & s, relatec
Prophet ¥ said: ‘Modesty and faith go-
them departs, the other follows it.” (The
believer becomes bereft of modesty, fe
him, too.)

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas s al+ related s
(Bathagi)

Three things that deserve attention
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah s ., relat
person started to abuse Sayyidina Abu 1
in the presence of Allah’s Messenger £
of Allah ¥%% seemed amazed at the wor
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person, and smiled. When that person had considerably
abused Sayyidina Abu Bakr Siddig «s il 5, he replied to
some of those utterances. Upon this, the Messenger of
Allah #2% made a displeased impression, got up and left.
Sayyidina Abu Bakr Siddiq . & s, went behind Allah’s
Messenger %t He said to him: ‘O Messenger of Allah
£81 As long as this person was abusing me, you were
sitting there, but when I started to reply him, you lef}
displeased! (Why?)’ The Messenger of Allah %% said:
‘There was an angel with you who replied on your behalf,
but when you began to talk back, a devil cam in between.
- (That is the reason why I left.y

He further said: ‘Abu Bakr! Three things are for sure:

1. If a person is wronged, but he conceals his being
wronged for the sake of Allah, then Allah shall
surely aid him.

2.- If a person opens the doors of generosity and
munificence (and entertains his relatives as well as
the poor and needy), then Allah shall open the
doors of generosity and munificence for him, and
increase his wealth.

3. If a person opens the door of begging so as to
increase his wealth, then Allah shall decrease his
wealth.” (Ahmad)

Denying the truth and looking down upon the people

Sayyidina Haritha bin Wahb .. 4 « related that the
Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘Should I not tell you about
those who shall go to Paradise? Every weak person (shall
go to Paradise) whom the people consider as weak and
worthless (and treat him unjustly due to their pride and
arrogance). However, such a weak person has got such a
high rank in the sight of Allah that if he was to take an
-oath, Allah would fulfil his oath. Should I not tell you
about those who shall go to Hell? (It is) Every
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quarrelsome, harsh, arrogant person who does not accept
the truth due to his pride. * (Bukhari, Muslim)

Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ood & & related that the
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘A person whose heart
contains an atom’s weight of pride, shall not go to
Paradise.” Upon hearing this, a person said: ‘What if a
person likes to dress well and wear good shoes? (And he
does so only to please his aesthetic sense. Is this also
pride? The Messenger of Allah #%% said: ‘Allah is
beautiful and loves beauty. And pride means to deny the
truth and look down upon people.” (Muslim)

The consequences of pride

Sayyidina Salmah bin Akwa w« & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah $U% said: ‘If a person continues to
elevate himself (i.e. pride himself) until his name is
recorded amongst the rebellious (i.e. the proud and
arrogant tyrants), shall be punished just as the rebellious
are punished. (Tirmidhi)

Amr bin Shuaib related from- his father, who related
from his father, who related from the Messenger of Allah
s that on the Day of Judgement, the proud and arrogant
shall be brought forth as tiny as ants, and they shall be
engulfed by humiliation and disgrace. Then they shall be
~ driven to a dungeon in Hell that is known as Bulis. There
the fiery tongues of hell shall leap up at them, and they
shall be given the blood, pus and other dirty liquids
secreted by the denizens of Hell to drink. (Tirmidhi)

Nine evil men
Sayyidah Asma bin Umais . & -, related that the
Messenger of Allah £ said:

1. Evil is the person who considers himself as better
than others, and is arrogant, and oblivious of Allah
Most High. (l.e. he forgets that only Allah Most
High is pure from all blemishes, and superior to
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everything else; or he has forgotten that, because of
his leaving the path of piety and god-
consciousness, he will have to face a severe
punishment in the Hereafter.

2. Evil is the person who has wronged people and
crossed the limits in his injustice, and forgotten

Allah, the All Mighty, All Overwhelming, Whose
power knows no limits,

3. Evil is the person who has forgotten works of faith,
and has got himself too engaged in the works of
this world, who has forgotten the graves, and the
decaying nature of his body. (Le. he does not
receive admonition from the fact that hundreds and
thousands of people have passed away, that they
lie buried under tons of dust, and that thejr bodies
is eaten by worms,

4. Evilis the person who spreads mischief and crosses
the limits, and who has forgotten his beginnings
(i.e. he has forgotten from what despicable material
he has been created, and how weak and helpless he
was in the initial stages of his life) and who has
become unmindful of his end (i.e. his death and his
being buried in his grave).

5. Evil is the person who uses religion to acquire this
world (i.e. he either pretends to be a virtuous man,
or a scholar to acquire worldly riches or fame).

6. Evil is the person who spoils his faith by falling
into doubts.

7. Evil is the person who has expectations regarding
others, and who lets his greed take him to the doors
of those bedazzled by this world.

8. Evil is the person who lets his base desires
misguide him.
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9. Evil is the person who is humiliated by his greed and
lust for worldly riches and fame. (Tirmidhi, Baihaqt)

Anger spoils faith

Bahz bin Hakim related from his father, who related
from his father, Sayyidina Muawiyah bin Heedah Qash
xe i g5y, WhoO related that the Messenger of Allah $8% s
“Verily, anger spoils faith just as aloes spoils hor
(Baihaqi)

The lifespan of wrongdoers

Sayyidina Abu Musa «s 4 4oy related that the Messe
of Allah %% said: ‘Allah Most High gives wrongd
respite in this world (so that they may continue tc
wrong and earn themselves a grievous punishment in
Hereafter) until He seizes them without ever letting t
go.! Thereafter the Messenger of Allah £ recited
following Ayat:

‘And such is the grasp of your Lord, when He seizes
town while it does wrong -

Indeed! His grasp is painful and strong.” (Bukhari ar
Muslim)

Repay evil with kindness

Sayyidina Huzaifah « &, related that the Messe
of Allah #%% said: ‘Don’t be Imma’al (i.e. a person
treats people well only when they treat him well,
treats them badly when they treat him badly). Rather,
them well when they treat you well, and treat them
even if they wrong you.” (Tirmidhi)

Sayyidina Abu Umamah « & related thal
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘The worst person on the
of Judgement shall he, who has spoilt his Hereafter to
another make his world(ly lifg). (Like, for example
flatterers of an evil ruler) (Ibn Majah)
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A person who aids and supports a tyrant shall be
bereft of faith

It has been reported from Sayyidina Aws bin Sharjeel
s g5y that he had heard the Messenger of Allah £%f say:
‘A person who walks with a tyrant (so as to aid and
support him), knowing that the person (whom he
supports) is a tyrant and an unjust person, is bereft of faith
(i-e. the perfection of faith).” (Baihagi)

Tyranny is a thing accursed - its viciousness causes
even a Houbara to die in his nest

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah «.a <, related that he had heard
someone say: ‘A tyrant harms actually no one but himself (i.e.
others remain immune against his wrong).” Upon this,
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah «.a ., said: ‘But for sure, by Allah!
(Others do suffer from the wrong he does.) It causes even a
Houbara to starve and die in his nest.” (Baihagi)

Stop a tyrant from tyranny, otherwise everyone shall
be punished

Abu Dawud quoted a tradition according to which if
people see wrong committed, and do not stop the
wrongdoer, it is quite possible that Allah’s punishment
shall overcome them all.

An important sermon

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri «u <, related: Once, after
the Asr prayer, the Messenger of Allah £ stood up to
deliver a sermon. In his speech he mentioned all of the
important events that are to take place before the Day of
Judgement. Those who memorised his talk, memorized
those events, and those who forgot his talk, forgot them.
One of the things he said on that occasion was: ‘This world
is sweet and green, and indeed, Allah has made you His
vice regent on earth. He watches you in all that you do.
Beware of the (attractions of the) world, and beware of
women.” He further said: ‘On the Day of Judgement, every
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such person who broke his promise shall be marked v
flag proportionate to the promises he broke. Xxx 59
flag shall be fixed near his rear (so as to intensif
disgrace).” The Messenger of Allah £ also said: ‘L
fear of people prevent any of you from speaking the
especially when he knows it to be the truth.’

And in another tradition comes: ‘If any of you se
unlawful act committed, then let not his fear of f
prevent him from correcting the matter.” Upon narratin
Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri « & ., started crying and
‘We had seen unlawful acts committed with our own
but yet, the fear of people stopped us from speakin
Then he continued: The Messenger of Allah %% also
‘Understand it well that mankind is made up of dif
groups. People are of different types and ranks, hence:

1. Some of them are born as believers. They I
believers and they die as believers.

2. Some of them are born as disbelievers. They 1
disbelievers and they die as disbelievers.

3. Some of them are born as believers. They li
believers, but they die as disbelievers.

4. Some of them are born as disbelievers. They 1
disbelievers, but they die as believers.

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri i o, further stated that
the Messenger of Allah £&f mentioned types of anger, too.

He said:

1. Some people get angry very quickly, and their
anger cools down quickly, too. Thus one trait
balances the other. Such a person is neither good

nor evil.

2. Some people take their time to get angry, and their
anger takes time to cool down, too. Thus one trait
balances the other. Such a person is neither good

nor evil.
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3. The best from among you is he who takes time to
get angry and whose anger disperses soon.

4. The worst from among you is he who gets angry
quickly and whose anger takes time to disperse.

Thereafter the Messenger of Allah £%% said: ‘Beware of
anger! Anger is like a burning ember in the heart. Don’t you
see that when a person gets angry, the veins on his neck
swell up, and his eyes turn red? So anyone who is getting
angry ought to lie down immediately flat on the ground.’

The Messenger of Allah £%% also mentioned different
-types of loans. He said:

1. Some of you are paying back their loans in a good
‘manner, but they are harsh when demanding back
a loan given by them. Thus one trait balances the
other. Such a person is neither good nor evil.

2. Some of them are sluggish in paying back their
loans, but they are lenient when demanding back a
loan given by them. Thus one trait balances the
other. Such a person is neither good nor evil.

3. The best from among you is he who pays back his
loans in a good manner, and shows leniency when
others owe him.

4. The worst from among you is he who is sluggish in
paying back his loans, and who is harsh when
others owe him.

Thus the Messenger of Allah #¥f continued to address
us until the sun stood just over the tops ot the date palms,
and the edges of the walls (i.e. the sun was just about to
set). The Messenger of Allah £ then said: ‘Remember:
That which has passed of this world and that which is still
left of this world is proportionate to that which has passed
of this day and that which is still left of this day. (I.e. just as
this day is about to finish soon, similarly this world is
about to finish very soon, too).” (Tirmidhi)
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Some points regarding the end of time

It has been recorded from Sayyidina Umar bin Al
Khattab «s & L=, that the Messenger of Allah 8t said:
‘Verily, towards the end of time my Ummah shall suffer
much hardship from their rulers. He shall be saved from
those hardships who has got knowledge of Allah’s true
religion, realises its value, and then fights for the uplift of
his religion - with his tongue, his hands and his heart.
Such a person shall enjoy good fortune in both worlds.

Then there is a person who came to know the true
religion of Allah and then testified to it with his tongue
and with his heart. (In other words, he fought for his
religion only with his tongue and heart.)

The third person is he who came to know the true
religion of Allah and then kept silent regarding it. He likes
those who do good and he abhors those who do wrong. He
too, shall be saved because of his hidden feelings.” (Bailiagi)

A person who did not correct others out of fear what
the people might say

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri « & -, related that the
Messenger of Allah £4% said: ‘On the Day of Judgement
Allah shall ask a person: What ailed you that when you
saw an unlawful act committed, you did not prevent it?
The person will not know how to reply until the following
is inspired to him: O Lord! I was afraid of the people, and I
hope for Your forgiveness and pardon.” (Baihaqi)

An enviable person

Sayyidina Abu Umamah . & -, related from the Noble
Prophet £¥% ‘In my opinion, such of my believing friends is
truly enviable who xxx 61, who eagerly guards his prayers,
who worships his Lord in an excellent manner, who obeys
his Lord in private (just as he obeys him in public), who is
not known by the people - no one points towards him,
whose provisions barely suffice him and yet he remains



.- Scattered Pearls vol.8 75

patient and content.” Upon this, the Messenger of Allah £t
snipped his fingers and said: ‘He dies like this (i.e. swiftly).
There are only few women to cry for him, and the estate he
leaves is little, too.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah)

- The poor shall enter Paradise forty years before the rich

It has been recorded from Sayyidina Anas s ai -, that
the Messenger of Allah £%% said: O Allah, let me live as a
pauper, let me die as a pauper, and raise me amongst the
poor.” Sayyidah Aishah = & happened to hear his
supplication and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah 3! Why do
you pray like this? The Noble Prophet €8¢ replied: I do so
because the poor shall enter Paradise forty years earlier
than the rich. O Aishah! Let not any poor person leave
your door empty-handed, even if you have got only a
piece of a date to give. Aishah! Love the poor and be close
to them (do not keep aloof from them because you
consider them as unworthy) For if you are close to them,
Allah will let you be close to Him on the Day of
Judgement.” (Tirmidlhi, Baihaqi, Ibn Majal)

Seven scattered pearls
Sayyidina Abu Zarr « ., related: My beloved friend
&5 has commanded me to do seven things:

1. To love the poor and the needy and to be close to
them.

2. To look towards those who are of a lower standing
than me regarding worldly goods and not towards
those who are of a higher standing than me in this
regard.

3. To strengthen the ties of kinship, even if my
relatives try to severe them.

4. Not to ask anything of anyone.

5. To speak the truth under all circumstances, even if
it might be bitter (for him who hears it).
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6. Not to fear the reproach of anyone when it comes
to bidding good and forbidding evil

7. To recite Laa hawla wa la quwwata illa billah often as
these words are a part of the treasure beneath the
Mighty Throne. (Ahmad)

The heart remains young regarding two things

Sayyidina Anas .. i s, related that the Messenger of
Allah #8% said: ‘A person gets old, but his heart continues
to remain young with regarding to two things: one is the
craving to amass wealth, and the other is the hope for a
long life.

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘The heart of an old man
remains young regarding two things: love for this world
and hope for a long life.” (Bukhari, Muslim)

The true meaning of Zuhd (piety) lies in lawful
earnings and few desires

The following has been recorded from Sufyan Thawri
dawsy: "Zuhd (piety) (disinclination towards this world) does
not mean that you don coarse cloths and eat stale, old
food. Zuld (piety) means that you have only few desires
and expectations. (Baghawi)

Zaid bin Husain said: “When Imam Malik & .., was
asked about the meaning of Zuld (piety), he was heard
giving the following reply: It means a lawful income and
only few desires.” (Baihagi)

This world is for four kinds of people
It has been related from Sayyidina Abu Kabshah
Anmari « & ., that he had heard the Messenger of Allah

£9% say: ‘There are three things upon the veracity of which
I can swear:

1. Wealth does not decrease by spending it in the path
of Allah.
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2. If a person is oppressed, and if his wealth is seized
unlawfully, and he remains patient, then Allah
shall increase his honour.

3. If a person opens the door of begging for himself,
Allah shall open the door to poverty and indigence
for him.

And then there are the things which I told you to remember:

1. There is a person whom Allah has blessed with
wealth and knowledge. That person fears Allah
regarding his wealth (i.e. does not use it for
unlawful purposes, rather): he uses it to treat his
near and dear ones well, and he discharges
whatever responsibility is attached to his wealth.
Such a person is of the highest standing.

2. Then there is a person whom Allah has blessed
with knowledge, but he has not been given wealth.
(However, such a person has got good intentions,
hence) He says: ‘If Allah gives me wealth, I would
do as much good as so-and-so.” The reward of the
two is the same.

3. Then there is a person whom Allah has given
wealth, but he does not have any knowledge. His
lack of knowledge causes him to go astray. He
neither fears Allah with regard to his wealth, nor
does he treat his near and dear ones well. Such a
person is of the lowest standing.

4. Then there is a person who has got neither wealth
nor knowledge. His intentions are evil. He says: if I
had wealth, I would do just as so-and-so does.’
These two are equally sinful. (Tirmidhi) |

Wealth is a shield for Muslims in these troubled times

Sufyan Thawri aw., said: ‘I used to consider wealth as
evil, however, it is a shield for the Muslims as far as these
troubled times are concerned.
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He further said: ‘If we people would not have Dinar and
Dirhams, the sultans and rulers would surely put us to
disgrace.” And: ‘If someone has been given some wealth, he
ought to look after it (he should not let it go waste, rather he
should invest it wisely in some lawful profitable business),
for this age of ours is such that if a person would lose his
wealth, he would soon lose his faith, too. And: ‘A lawful
income does not tolerate wastage (i.e. one should not
squander one’s wealth.)" (Baghaw)

Where are the sixty years old people?

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas w4 ., related that the Messenger
of Allah %% said: On the Day of Judgement, there shall be
an announcement: ‘Where are the sixty years old people?’
(They should come forward so that they may be taken to
account). And this age (i.e. sixty years and above sixty
years) is that about which Allah Most High has said in the
Holy Qur’an:

9348 ”/L;/,ﬁ 837 s ,ﬁ :,’,/us’,“/” ”/Y
JA RSP SRY

- The best of people -in the sight of Allah- is a person
who grew old in Islam .

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Shidad s & s, related that
among the people of Bani Azrah there were three people
who went to the Noble Prophet %% and accepted Islam.
Then they stayed with the Noble Prophet £3% to learn
more about Islam. (Since they were extremely poor,) the
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘Who is willing to make me
carefree regarding them?’ Sayyidina Talhah w4 4 said: I
shall take responsibility for them.” Thus the three men
started living with Sayyidina Talhah « & 4. Once the
Messenger of Allah £ sent a battalion somewhere, and
one of those three men accompanied that battalion. That
person was then martyred during the encounter. After a
while, the Messenger of Allah™$8 sent another battalion.
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The second man went with that battalion and fought until
he was martyred. The third however died on his bed.

The narrator said: Sayyidina Talhah « & s, saw those
three men in his dream, one after the other, and he saw
that all three of them were in Paradise. He also saw that
the third man, the one who had died on his bed, was
ahead of his peers. The one who was martyred in the
second battalion was one rank below him, and the one
who was martyred in the first battalion was one rank
below him. Sayyidina Talhah « & <, said: Seeing this,
astonished me. I mentioned my dream to the Messenger of
Allah #8% who said: ‘What does amaze you regarding
that? The best Muslim -in the sight of Allah- is he whose
lifespan in Islam is the longest, and the reason for that is
that he got more opportunities to glorify, praise, and
magnify Allah, and to proclaim His unity.” (Musnad Ahmad)

- Beware of disobeying Allah, for that which is with
Him cannot be obtained safe through obeying Him

Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ood .., related that the Messenger
of Allah £¥% said: ‘People! There is nothing other that brings
you close to Paradise and takes you away from Hell, than
(your doing) that which I have commanded you. And there is
nothing other that brings you close to Hell and takes you
away from Paradise than (your committing) that which I
have forbidden you. And Jibreel alahissalam has informed me
that no one dies until he has consumed whatever provisions
have been decreed for him. Listen well! Beware of disobeying
Allah, and exercise moderation in your quest for a lawful
livelihood. And if there seems to be some delay in your
obtaining your livelihood, then let this not drive you to earn
your sustenance in an unlawful manner, for that which is
with Allah cannot be obtained safe through obedience to
Him." (Baghawi)
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Submit yourself to One, He will submit everyone to you

Sayyidina Jabir « & s, related that he had once
accompanied the Messenger of Allah £2 on an expedition
to Najd. After accomplishing his purpose, Sayyidina Jabir
wsdl 1, accompanied the Messenger of Allah #2 on his way
back home. (During the journey back home, the following
incident took place.) Around noon time, the companions
reached a jungle. The Messenger of Allah #2 halted and
dismounted. The people dispersed and sought shadow
under the trees. The Messenger of Allah £&f himself lied
down under a large trée, after hanging his sword into the
branches of that tree. Sayyidina Jabir «. & <, narrated: We
had gone to sleep already, when the Messenger of Allah =
called us. Upon reaching him, we saw that there was an
infidel Bedouin with him. The Messenger of Allah £& said:
While I was asleep, this Bedouin took my sword from the
tree. When my eyes opened, I saw him stand in front of me,
with drawn sword. He asked me: ‘Who will save you from
me?’ | immediately replied: ‘My Allah will save me.” The
Messenger of Allah £9f said this three times. He did not
punish the Bedouin and sat down again. (Bukhari and Muslim)

And Abu Bakr Ismail mentioned this incident in his
Salih with the following detail: The Bedouin asked the
Messenger of Allah 8 ‘Who shall save you from me?’
The Messenger of Allah £4f replied: ‘Allah shall save me.’
Upon hearing these words, the Bedouin let the sword fall
from his hand (in awe). The Messenger of Allah £
quickly picked up the sword and asked: “Who shall save
you from me, (if I had any intentions of killing you?)” The
Bedouin said: ‘Be the best of swordsmen (in other words:
Forgive me)” The Messenger of Allah 8% said: ‘Bear
witness that there is no god except Allah, and that I am
indeed the Messenger of Allah.” The Bedouin said: ‘I will
not become a Muslim (yet), but kfirmly promise you that I
shall never fight against you, nor shall I ever aid those who
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intend to fight against you." The Messenger of Allah £
then let him go. When the Bedouin returned to his people,

he said: ‘I have come from a person amongst you who is
the Best of Mankind.” (Bukhari)

Every wilderness has got some thorny branch

Sayyidina Amr bin Aas « & s, related that the
‘Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘Every wilderness has got
some thorny branch that catches the heart of man (i.e.
man’s heart is full of worries and concern regarding his
livelihood and hoe to obtain it). If a person lets his heart
turn towards those branches (i.e. who gives in to such
worries and concerns), then Allah does not care if he
perishes in that wilderness. And if a person relies on Allah
and puts his trust in Him, then Allah shall be sufficient for
“him.” (Ibn Majah)

Provision seeks man

~ Sayyidina Abu Ad-Dardaa . & -, related that the
Messenger of Allah £%f said: ‘No doubt, provision seeks
man just as his death seeks him.” (Abu Naeem)

The end of those who seek worldly benefits in the
name of religion

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & o Trelated that the
Messenger of Allah £%% said: ‘Towards the end of times
there shall be people who seek worldly benefits in the
name of religion (ie. theyll try to earn worldly
possessions through deeds that are meant to bring them
benefit in the Hereafter). They shall don the skin of sheep
to show off. Their talk shall be sweeter than sugar, while
their hearts shall be harder than those of wolves. Allah
says (so as to reproach them): ‘Are they deceived by the
fact that they are granted respite, or -are they bent to
oppose Me? I swear by Myself that I shall afflict them with
such great trials and tribulations that shall leave many a
wise man dumbfounded.’ (Tirmidhi)
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Sayyidina Ibn Umar « & -, related that the Messenger
of Allah $%% said: ‘ Allah Most High says: I shall bring forth
a creation whose talk shall be sweeter than sugar and
whose hearts shall be more bitter than aloes. I swear by
Myself that I shall afflict them with such trials and
tribulations that shall leave even the most wise of people
dumbfounded. Do those people (try to) deceive Me, or do
they want to challenge Me?” (Tirmidhi)

Overt friends, covert enemies

Sayyidina Muaz bin Jabal « & . related that the
Messenger of Allah £¥% said: ‘Towards the end of time
there shall be people who shall appear to be friends
whereas they are in fact enemies.” The people said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah ¥3% Why shall that be so?” The
Messenger of Allah £8% said: ‘This shall be so due to their
greed or fear.” (Ahmad)

Hidden shirk (infidelity) is more dangerous than the Dajjal

Sayyidina Abu Said w4, related: One day while we
were talking about the Dajjal, the Messenger of Allah ¥
came and joined us. (He listed to our talk for a while, and
then) He said: ‘Should I not tell you what I consider as far
more dangerous for you than the Dajjal?” We said: ‘Sure, 0
Messenger of Allah £%" He said: ‘Hidden shirk, that is a
person who offers his prayer and prolongs his prayer
because someone is watching him.” (Ibn Majah)

Nine things to do |

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah « & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah %% said: My Lord has ordered me to
do nine things:

1. To fear Allah in public and in private.

2. To say what is right even at times of anger.

3. To exercise moderation at times of want and
affluence.
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4. To treat such a person well who treats me badly.
To give to one who withholds.

To forgive him who did me wrong.

To let silence be reflection.

To let my talk be Divine remembrance.

© ® N O

To let my observations be a source of admonition
for me. And my Lord has also commanded me to
always bid good.

Near Judgement Day the mischievous will be given
hanour and respect

Sayyidina Huzaifa «a -, related that the Messenger of
Allah £ said: The Day of Judgement will not come until
a vile and lowly person, son of a vile and lowly person will
~ be considered as truly respectable. (Tirmidhi, Baihagi)

Which sin yields which kind of punishment?

Sayyidina Ibn Abbas « & ., said: When a people are
given to betrayal, Allah Most High shall fill their hearts
with extreme fear of their enemy. When a people are given
to adultery and fornication, their death toll shall increase.
When a people are given to giving short measure and
weight, they shall be deprived of their provision (that
means they shall be deprived of the blessing in their
livelihood, and of lawful sustenance). When a people are
given to sanction unjust laws, there shall be bloodshed
among them. When a people are given to breaking their
covenants and promises, Allah shall cause them to be
overpowered by their enemy. (Malik)

The Jews’ tree

Sayyidina Abu Hurairah w« & s, related that the
Messenger of Allah #%% said: The Day of Judgement will
not come until the Muslims fight the Jews, and (during this
fight) the Muslims will kill many Jews. No matter behind
which rock or tree they hide, the rock or tree will cry out:
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‘O Muslims! There is a Jew hiding behind me, kill him!
Only the Gharqad tree will keep mum because it is the
Jews’ tree. (Muslim)

'An Abyssinian shall plunder the treasure of the
Ka’bah

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar « &, related that the
Noble Prophet ##f said: ‘Leave the Abyssn‘uans unto
themselves and avoid quarrels with them as long as they
do not quarrel with you. And one thing is sure, the person
to plunder the treasure of the Ka'bah shall be an
Abyssinian with short shins. (Abu Dawud)

Locust shall be the first creature to become extinct

' Sayyidina Jabir . 4 -, related that locusts were not
seen in the year in which Sayyidina Umar « & -, passed
away. This worried Sayyidina Umar « & <, Then he
- dispatched a horseman towards Yemen, one towards
Syria, and one towards Iraq, to see whether any locusts can:
be found. The one whom he had sent to Yemen returned
with a handful of locusts. On seeing those locusts,
Sayyidina Umar « & ., exclaimed: ‘Allahu Akbar! (I was
worried about them being extinct because I had heard the
Messenger of Allah £ say: Allah Most High has created
one thousand kinds of animals - 600 in the sea, and 400 on
the land. Near the Day of Judgement, locusts shall be the
first creature to become extinct, then others shall follow in
quick succession, just like threaded beads falling from a
string.” (Baihagi)
How to make up for missed the Rakats

Question: What should one do if one missed one Rakat
{with Jam’at (congrigational prayer)}?

Answer: If you missed just one Rakat, then you make up
for it as follows: Do not conclude the prayer with Salam
together with the Imam. After the Imam has said Salam
towards the left and the right, you get up. Remember that
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it is not right if the Mugtadi (follower) gets up after the
Imam has said only one Salam as it might be possible that
the Imam is going to do Sajdah-e-Sahw. Since you missed
the first Rakat, you offer your missed Rakat like the first
Rakat is being offered, i.e. you recite the Thanan. A Mugtadi
is not to recite Surah Fatiha behind the Imam, however, in
case of making up for a missed Rakat, you recite Surah
Fatiha and any long Ayat (verse) or three short Ayaat
(verses), too. After completing the Rakat, you conclude the
prayer as usual. ,

Question: How to make up for two missed Rakat?

Answer: It is very easy to make up for two Rakat. You offer
them just like during any ordinary prayer that is offered
alone. That means, in the first Rakat you recite Thanaa,
Ta’awwuz, Surah Fatihah, etc, and in the second Rakat you
recite Surah Fatihah and any other Surah. In case of Zuhr,
Asr and Isha prayer, you had offered the third and fourth
Rakat together with the Imam, and you need to make up
for the first and second Rakat. Many people who encounter
this situation make the mistake of not realising that they
actually missed the first and second Rakat with the Imam,
so they do not recite any other Surah after Surah Fatihah.
Thus their prayer becomes invalid.

Question: What if one missed three Rakat?

Answer: People make many mistakes when making up for
three missed Rakats. After the Imam said Salam, you getup
and say Allahu . Akbar. Then you recite the Thanaa,
Tn’awwuz, Tasmiyah, Surah Fatihah as well as any other
Surah. After this Rakat, you sit in Qa’dah and recite
Attaliyyat, and nothing else. Then you get up and offer the
second missed Rakat. In this, you recite Surah Fatihah and
any other Surah. Then you offer the third Rakat, in which
you recite only Surah Fatihah. The Rakat you had offered
with the Imam was the fourth Rakat. Hence, after offering
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three Rakat, your prayer will be complete. After the third
Rakat, you sit for the Qa’dah Akhirah and recite Attahiyyat,
Durud Shareef, Dua, and conclude your prayer with Salam.

Question: What if you have missed four Rakat?

Answer: In this case you offer four Rakat alone, just as
four Fardh Rakat are offered: In the first Rakat, you recite
the Thanaa, Ta'awwuz, Tasmiyah, Surah Fatihah and any
other Surah, in the second Rakat you recite Surah Fatihah
and any other Surah, and in the third and fourth Rakat you
recite only Surah Fatihah.

www.besturdubooks.net
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Biographical Sketch

Maulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri @,

His birth and childhood

He was born mn at midnight, on Monday, 16t September
1929, in the village of Ghataman, five kilometres from
Palanpur. He was given the name ‘Muhammad Umar’. His
father, Waziruddin, was settled in Mumbai, as he was doing
business there. When he was seven years old, he was
admitted to Hanafia School, Mumbai. One year later, his
father Waziruddin, son of Nasiruddin passed away, leaving
him orphaned. His childhood was marked by financial
straits, but when Allah desires to favour someone, He
creates circumstances accordingly. His mother played an
excellent role in his upbringing. In his neighbourhood lived
a lady who was known as Maryam Khala (Aunt). This lady
was of an immaculate character. She had the good fortune
of having learnt up to Mishkat. His mother would spend
much time with her, learning many things about Islam. This
made her more and more pious and god-conscious, and
concerned with the Hereafter. She became eager to provide
her son with religious education. He said about her: ‘My
mother might not have been literate herself, but she was
eager to make an A'lim of me.” He further said: [ had taught
my mother how to recite the Holy Quran, but it was her
who put me on that path. Every day, she would teach me
something about religion. She used to tell me the stories of
the prophets mentioned in the Holy Qur’an, and she also
used to warn me of the terrors of Judgement Day One day,
she said to me 'Two angels enter the grave They ask three
questions.” Then she told me the questions the angels ask, as
well as theur answers. On another occasion, she told me
about the punishment of the grave. Once 1s said to her: ‘I
memorised those three questions and their answers.” She
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said: ‘In the grave that tongue of flesh shall be of no use. In
the grave only your deeds shall speak. So do good deeds,
and mind what is lawful and what is not. And also tell me
about those things, for I am illiterate, and whereas you are
not.” She also said: ‘My son, if you have to bite someone’s
back, bite mine, so that our affairs continue to be our affairs
- that T may benefit from your good deeds.” The respected
Maulana explained: ‘By this she intended to discourage me
from backbmng Man is quite inconsiderate. He - bites
someone’s back and ends up giving his good deeds to his
enemy.’ His mother also used to tell him that charity wards
off calamity, and that the hand that gives shall always have
the upper hand.” Due to his unspoilt character, his mother’s
talk had an immense effect on him. The Maulana then went
on: ‘My mother used to make very vivid descriptions of
Judgement Day, that the sky shall break into pieces, and
that the earth shall be shaken by a mighty earthquake, and
so on. Once I slept on the floor, and in my dream I saw the
scenes of Judgement Day, as my mother had described
them. My younger brother slept on the bed. Anytime
during his sleep, he fell from the bed and landed right on
me. [ cried in terror: ‘The Day of Judgement has come! We
are called to account!’” My mother lightened the lantern to
see what happened. Then she asked me: ‘Umar, what
happened? It was just your brother who fell on you..
However, tears continued to flow from the eyes.of young
Umar, and he kept saying again and again: ‘The Day of
Judgement has come...” Thus, already in his early childhood,
fear of Allah and the Last Day had penetrated each and
every sphere of his being.

His mother had once heard the following Hadith from
Maryam Khala (Aunt): ‘If a person learns the Holy Qur’an,
his parents shall be made to wear a crown of light on the
Day of Judgement.” Upon hearing this Hadith, his mother
began to cry and said: ‘Son, I want you to study the Holy
Qur'an and Bukhari Shareef.” He replied: ‘Mother, and
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what about school?’ She said: ‘I don’t care. I want you to
learn the knowledge contained in the Book of Allah and
the Sacred Ahadith.

Annual vacations in Ghataman

The Maulana’s mother provided him with basic
education and sound moral grooming. After five years of
schooling, he and his mother returned in 1942 to Ghataman,
to spend the annual vacations there. During these days,
Maulana Abdul Hafeez Jalalpuri (who had just become a
lecturer) happened to be in Ghataman, too. Maulana Abdul
Hafeez was extremely sincere and abstentious. Young
Umar’s mother sent her son to his Madarsah. When
Maulana Abdul Hafeez realized his student’s mtelhgence
he covered taught him fifty books in. just one year. Young
Umar passed the exam for those books with excellent
numbers Maulana Nazeer Ahmad il dany, who had come
from Palanpur to conduct the exams, was astonished by the
boy s performance and wanted to know whose son he was.
Since he could not recognise him by the boy’s father’s name,
his grandfather s name, i.e. Nasiruddin ‘was mentioned to
him. Upon hearing this name; Maulana Nazeer Ahmad ..,
was taken aback, and why should he not be, after all, Haji
‘Nasiruddin was amongst the first four people to respond to
Maulana Nazeer Ahmad’s 4., reformative efforts. Not only
that, he aided Maulana Nazeer Ahmad's efforts to the best
of his ability.

Maulana Nazeer Ahmad 4 «.., had not forgotten Haji
Nasiruddin’s sacrifices. He beheld the fruit of his sacrifices
with his own eyes. Maulana Abdul Hafeez, who was
known for his sincerity and abstention, and who earned at
that time around twenty Rupees, had two little children to
look after. Every Friday, he would walk to Palanpur
(which was about five kilometres away) and bring some
victuals as well as six radishes which he weculd use as a
condiment throughout the week. He would keep the
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radishes in his locker, and cook one every day. One day,
while sitting near well of the mosque, Maulana Abdul
Hafeez was teaching a lesson from Hidayatun-Nahw,
when his son Abdul Haseeb (who was still very young)
came to him and said: ‘Father, I am hungry. Please come
back home, otherwise I will eat all the radish..” Here it
ought to be mentioned that the honourable Maulana
would not only contend himself with as little as twenty
Rupees, he was also known for his punctuality and
dedication, as he would teach even during his free time. It
was his student’s eagerness to learn that compelled him to
give him extra lessons.

Maulana Umar ., said: Once my mother had sent my
respected teacher five Rupees as a gift. When [ gave him
the amount, he started crying and said: ‘Muhammad
Umar! I am putting in so much effort to make something
of my Hereafter (and not to earn more money).” During the
year, when Maulana Abdul Hafeez was about to leave for
his native village, he wanted to take my father along. He
sent the following message to my grandmother: ‘I want to
take him with me so that his studies won't suffer.” Since
my grandmother’s greatest wish was to make her son an
Alim, she somehow arranged fifty Rupees (in spite of
grinding poverty), gave them to my father and let him go
with his teacher.

The world at his fect

It was during those days that some relatives from
Mumbai had come to convince my grandmother to
convince her to send my father to school They told her
that he was a good student who had already got a cash
reward for h:s performance. and that she 1s wasting his
potential by sending hum to a muadassalt (religious school).
She said You have only got-this world in your mind Well
he will ha e the worid at his feet, n sha Allal. To make 1t
short, my respected father companied his teacher to his
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hometown, where he was taught by him for about five to
six months. Thereafter my respected father took admission
in Darul Uloom Deoband. That was in 1944. Shaikhul
Adab Maulana Izaz All 44, took his admission test, after
which he got the desired books like Kanz-ud-Dagaaiq, and
so on. During those days he worked extremely hard to
acquire religious knowledge. He would study for up to 22
hours, and rest only for two hours. As a result, his health
was badly affected and he started suffering from
Tuberculosis. After the annual exams, which took place in
1945, he went back to Mumbai. After spending some time
there, a Clulla Jama’at from Delhi arrived. Maulana
Muhammad Yusuf .-, convinced my father to complete
his education in Mumbai. During his stay in Mumbai, he
took Bai'at at Maulana Yusuf’'s & «., hands. He continued
his education in Mumbai, and he did some business there,
too. At each turn of his life Allah Most High provided him
with guidance and help. Right from his early days, my
~ respected father used to pay heed to the advices which his
elders would give him. This was the secret behind his
success. Allah Most High provides man with all he needs
at every instance of his life, but people derive benefit from
those means only to the extend of the efforts they make.

Religious education and marriage in Mumbai

His Nikah was performed on 3+ May 1946, and the
young couple started to live together on Friday, 5t May
1946. At Maulana Yusuf's & «. behest, he continued his
religious education during his stay in Mumbai. Within one
year, he completed the study of Jalalain and Bayanul
Qur’an. In 1950, he became Imam of the Mangli Kandwar
mosque During those days, he would study for six
continuous days, and go to his home on the seventh day.
He would share religious knowledge with his mother, who
would tell him in return’ ‘“Today only I am listening to you
but there will come a time when hundreds and thousands
of people will listen to your talk.” Allah Most High fulfilled
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both of her predictions as she had made them. Her first
prediction was that the world would liet at his feet, and
the second was that hundreds and thousands of people
would listen to his religious talks. My father used to say in
this regard that whoever works with sincerity for-Islam,
Allah causes the world to lie at his feet, and one who does
not make any efforts for the sake of Islam, the world shall
climb on his head, instead of lymg at his feet. (These are
my father’s words...) His whole life bears witness to the
truth of this statement.

He was still continuing his education, when his family
life was undergoing considerable difficulties. However,
firm resolve and patience would not let him give up. He
studied the complete Mazahir-e-Haqq during the year in
which Mishkat Sharif is taught, and also parhapated in
Tableeghi activities. He even went for Chillas.

Four months with the Tableeghz Jama’at

In. the meantime, a Jama'at from Delhi, under the
leadership of Qari Abdur Rasheed Khorjoi i aw, arrived in
Mumbai. The Jama’at rearraged itself for an upcoming four
month trip, and my father gladly joined the Jama’at for four
months. He went to the station with his bedding and
- whatever he might need during that period. When his
relatives came to know about that, they too, went to the
station, trying to discourage him from going on the trip
due to his domestic situation. However, one of his
companions (Munshi Anees, Idara-e-Ishaat-e-Deeniyat)
took him aside and said to him: ‘If you do what the
prophets did, then Allah will not let you go waste. He will
cause you to shine, and He will cause your people to shine,
too.’ ' '

NSNS 24 I T T T I~

‘It is naught but the voice of the Souvereign, even
though it might come from the throat of a servant.’
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My father then finally made up his mind, picked up his
satchel and departed with the Jama’at. He said: ‘I have not
completed these four months, and may Allah never let
them be complete.” Allah Most high accepted his prayer,
and he kept engaged in Tableegh throughout his life, until
passed away in the path of Allah.

- Anyway, when he reached Delhi, his patron and
benefactor Maulana Yusuf i a., said to him: “‘Muhammad
Umar, you should complete your education now.” He had
completed the course up to Mishkat Shareef, and now only
the Dawrah-e-Hadith was remaining. After four months had
passed, he returned to Mumbai. Back there, one
predicament followed the other, he even incurred debt. He
- had a family to look after, he was overwhelmed by concern
for the Hereafter and concern for the Ummah. He also
. deemed it necessary to complete his education, as this the
wish of not only his dear mother, but also his patron and
benefactor Maulana Yusuf & .., His mother had by now
become bedridden. She had lost her eye-sight and was also
hard of hearing. He had to face tremendous difficulties in
every regard. In spite of the odds, he decided to travels for
the sake of completing his education. When he took leave
from his mother, she said: ‘My son, do you leave me?’ He
said: ‘I am going to learn about Islam.” Passing her hand
over his head, she said: ‘Then go, my dear.” Thus he finally
departed for Deoband, fully relying on Allah...

Back to Darul Uloom Deoband

On 11t June 1955, after having spent the whole month
of Ramadhan in I'takaf (seclusion) in the central mosque of
Delhi, he joined Darul Uloom Deoband for the second time.
After having passed the admission test, he got admitted into
his desired class (Daura-e-Hadith). He studied under some of
the very best teachers, especially Shaikhul Islam Maulana
- Husain Ahmad Madani, who was entrusted the task of
teaching Bukhari Sharif. My father was fully engaged with
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his education, but yet he paid full heed to the advice his
mentor Maulana Yusuf & «., had given him: “You must
acquire knowledge and you must engage yourself in
Tabligh. However, your education must not suffer on
account of Tabligh, nor must Tabligh suffer on account of
your education.” He set his timetable in such a manner that
he could give four hours per week for Tabligh. His other
activities he rescheduled accordingly. Thus he kept himself
engaged with both Tabligh and completeing his education.
This was at a time when tablight activities had not been too
common in Darul Uloom, not to talk about the remaining
country. Other students would often make fun of him.
However, he would not care the least about their mocking,
and kept pursuing his education as well carrying on with
Tabligh. It was a common notion amongst the students that
only dull kind of people would consider Tabligh, or that
Tabligh would make bright people dull. However, during
the first semester exams, my father passed not with
distinction, he even got the first position. After that,
students became greatly impressed with him. My father
seized this opportunity and engaged a great number of
them in Tabligh.

His mother’s demise

When his mother was afflicted with the disease that
finally led to her demise, relatives suggested her to call her
son from Darul Uloom. She said: “No. Don’t call him. He is
gone for the sake of religion I am empty-handed. I want
him to be my treasure in the Hereafter. Then, when Allah
shall ask me: What have you brought?’ I shall say: ‘I
brought the fact that I have left me dear son in Your way...
When she was about to die, she said: ‘I can smell some
lovely fragrance!” And that although her nose and ears had
stopped functioning a long while ago. Then she said Salam,
smiled and fell unconscious When she came to her senses
again, her attendants asked her: ‘Mother, whom did you
greet and why were yeou smiling?)/She said: ‘T saw my son
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Muhammad Umar amongst some angels. I greeted him and
smiled at him.” With that, this devout ascetic lady whose
main concern was the Hereafter, and who had groomed her
son with this concern, returned to the loving mercy of Allah.
May Allah shower her with His infinite mercy.

She had passed away on 14t December 1955. My father
saw her in his dream. When he asked her: ‘Mother, where
are you?’ she replied in Arabic: ‘I am in Paradise.” She also
said: ‘Son, you have not taken me for Hajj” After that, he
went for Hajj and consigned her the reward thereof.

Some women can cause a whole household to turn to
religion

He used to say: My mother used to keep me with her
all the time, even at night.’she would tell me alot about
religion and matters of faith. She would offer long prayers,
and her Duas used to be very long, too. She considered
Allah as the true Creator and Owner of Everything from
the bottom of her heart. Once, a house in our
neighbourhood was sold. My mother asked me whose
house it was. I told her that the house had been owned by
a Parsi. When my mother heard me say so, she got very
angry and said: ‘Allah is the Owner of Everything. How
can you call a Parsi the owner?” Finally Auntie Maryam
interceded for me and my mother ceased to be angry with
me. The way his mother had brought him up is indeed a
source of inspiration for us...

That which you deem to be anguish is in fact a
treasure of joy

And that which you consider as tearful eyes is in fact
a source of mercy.

The value of time

His student days were spent in dire straits. Since there
was no oil to lighten a lamp, he used to study in the glow
of the streetlights. He wouldinot Jet-hisstime go waste. If
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any of his relatives would come to visit him in the
Madarsah, he would often utter ‘Innalillah...” as such visits
usually meant wastage of time. If he found anyone else
who would show his guests around, he would be very
happy, as this meant his time was saved. Due to his
realising the value of time, he passed the mid-term exams
with flying colours. He himself said in this regard that he
used to write many details and explanatory notes in his
answer sheets. Apart from that, he would also add the
" elucidations he had heard from Maulana yusuf di«., These
would often be new points for the examiner, and thus an
additional benefit. In his final examinations, he not only
obtained excellent grades, he also got the second position
in his class. He graduated on 8% April 1956.

A great example of conveying religious knowledge to
hundreds and thousands of people

Almost all major Ijtamas held on national or
international level, would feature one of his talks.
Hundreds and thousands of people would come to listen
to ‘him. His lectures were brimming with sincerity and
touching to the core. They brought a revolutionary change
into the lives of countless people. Countless people
repented from their evil ways. Countless dead heartswere
quickened to a new life. Thousands of people resolved to
make their lives and their belongings an endowment for
the sake of Allah. They donated large sums to support the
Tablighi Jama’at. During his forty year long efforts for the
Tablighi Jama’at, he travelled abroad 81 times and he
perfomed Hajj twenty times. At times his audience would
consist of several hundred thousand people. History has to
offer only few examples that match this huge number of
talks, travels and audience. ‘Such is the grace of Allah. He
grants it to whomever He wills.” Such untiring efforts, such
hard work that results in changing the lives of countless
people is not possible without Divine help and support.
This might beyconsidetredcas) somesort of miracle that



Scattered Pearls vol.8 97

Allah worked thorugh him. Allah has promised in the
Holy Qur'an: ‘If you aid (the cause of) Allah, he will aid you
and plant your feet firmly.” Allah shall definitely assist those
who work for the revival of Islam, but success is usually
grnated according to the level of sincerity. My father’s
heart was full of sympathy and loving tenderness towards
this Ummah. He would not be at peace without exerting
himself in calling others to Allah. During his speeches he
would often recite this verse: |
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- Sympathy and love demand the feeding those who are
hungry, clothing those who are naked and helping those in
- need, too, but the greatest sign of love and sympathy is to
keep a person from rushing headlong into Hell, and
leading him on the path to Paradise instead. To make a
person worry about his eternal life. It was this sympathy
and love with which the prophets and messengers were
sent to mankind, and this is the life purpose of those who
follow them. My father was blessed with this spirit in
abundance, and this is why he would roam the Islamic
world in spite of several ailments. That is what he lived
for: bringing this Ummah on the trackof Islam, without
ever allowing the slightest decrease in his efforts.

What his speeches were like

He would commence his addresses with the masnoon
Khutba (sermon). As soon as his speech commenced,
people who were busy with something else, or scattered
over the place, would rush to the place from where they
heard the familiar voice - quite like moths that are
attracted to the light. Then they would sit with deference
until the speech was over, His speeches would usually
comprise of such Qur'anic stories which illustrated how
those who lived their lives in obedience to Allah
prospered, and how those who chose to disobey Allah
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were utterly ruined. He would also mention vivid
descriptions of Paradise and Hell. His mentioning of
Paradise was such as though it was right in front of him,
and he could actually see all its bounties and splendour.
During his speeches he'd recite the Holy Qur'an with his
typical beautiful intonation. His recitation would hold the
audience spellbound. It was as though the Qur'an was
penetrating the deepest recesses of their hearts. After that,
he would explain the Unity of Allah Most High through
real, tangible examples, and he would also illustrate the
unlimited power of Allah Most High. In short, his
speeches were so brilliant that they delighted the scholars
as well as the common people. He would often recite this
verse:
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The Ijtima (concourse) was unthinkable without him.
Mere mentioning of the word ‘Ijtama’ (concourse) would
make one think of him. He would attend all major Ijtamas
(concourses) - no matter in which corner of the country
they were held. He would explain very minute points in a
simple and straightforward manner. Anyone who listened
to him felt as though he was spiritually growing. Even a
person who heard him for the first time, would feel an
urge to engage in this blessed work as well. Allah had
granted him extraordinary oratory talent. Towards the
beginning of his addresses, he would develop a sense of
longing towards spiritual riches in the people. He would
convince them that a person’s life and belongings have got
no meaning unless they are used for Allah’s sake. Thus he
set up a mental frame work for the whole audience. And
towards the end of his speech he would fill them with
enthusiasm. People became more than willing to go forth
in the path of Allah. His forming of groups was such as
though each individual was the focus of his attention. He
was concerned, to encourage all those who got themselves
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erdisted, he would pray for them, and while doing so, he
appeared to be full of an amazing freshness. The more
people got themselves enlisted, the happier he would be.
Hundreds and thousands of people, after repenting from
their former evil ways, began to travel the straight parth.
Each and every thing he did in his life seemed to show that
he was created for this very purpose... And that was so
indeed. Ever since his youngest days, he was somehow
engaged in bringing others closer to Allah. This was what
his life was all about. No matter who came to meet him, he
would surely encourage them to take part in this work.
Depending on the occasion, he would request them to get
enlisted for at least three days. If that was not possible, he
" would ask them to do it for one day and one night, and if
that was not possible, he would ask them to at least listen
to the lecture in the morning. He used to say that during
the golden days of this Ummah, Dawah (preaching) was
given foremost importance. It was the quintessence of a
Muslim’s life back then. This, he would say, was the
reason why the companion had travelled all over the
world. If the Muslims would follow their example, then
~ Allah would fulfil the Divine promise even today just as

- He had fulfilled it during the days of the companions;
there would be an abundance of spiritual and material
blessings... Due to his great concern, his hard work and
dedication, Allah showed him ever new ways to expand
this work and to involve more and more people in it. This
was how he had guided the people.

His last days

He performed his last Hajj in 1997. On 29th April 1997,
he returned from his last visit to the House of Allah to the
settlement known as Hazrat Nizammudin. He had been
ailing for a while. His condition was such that at times he
was well, and at times he felt ill, but his resolveand
willpower remained unshaken all the time. When he felt
strong enough, he would go to deliver a speech, as was his
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routine. During those days, some of his friends and
relatives from his hometown Gathaman had come to
Hazrat Nizamuddin. The purpose was to make him
participate in the Jjtama that was bound to be held in
Gathaman. Upon their insistence, my father left for
Gathaman. He flew to Delhi then he travelled onward to
Ahmadabad, and from there onward to Madarsah
Nazeeriyah. There he gave a short speech during which he
narrated some incidents that took place during the early
daye of his studies. Then he continued his journey to his
hometown Gathaman. The Jjtama there lasted for three
days. By the Grace of Allah, he remained fine throughout.
He met his relatives and friends asking him about their
wellbeing. He even met some Hindu mates of his
childhood and asked them to accept Islam.

His last public speech

It must have been 17t» May 1997, four days before his
death when he gave his last public speech in Gathaman,
his hometown. Who could have known that this candle
that continuously shed the light of faith would soon be
extinguished. During this speech, he told the people about
his early travels abroad. He told the people to take an
example from the lives of the Companions il 4, during
the reign of Sayyidina Abu Bakr Siddiq, when the Muslims
were faced with conditions remotely comparable to those
today. This was his last speech, a speech that was full of
sympathy and loving tenderness, after which he would
soon commence his journey towards his final abode. But
this was not known to anyone - except the Knower of the
Unseen... After his speech, he did - as usual- form groups
of those who were willing to forth in the path of Allah, and
he also blessed them with his prayers. At last, with raised
voice, he greeted the crowd thrice with the greeting of
peace: As-Salamu alaikum! And the crowd returned his
greeting. In his dua, he also said: ‘O Allah, I have become
weak. The people here have come together with difficulty.
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O Allah, protect them...” This servant of Allah was always
yearning to gather as many people as possible and to
motivate them to go forth in the way of Allah. He wanted
them to travel inside the country and abroad, to reach out
to those who had no inclination towards religion, towards
those who had not even the urge to get such an inclination,
to call them towards the true faith, to call them towards
the way to Paradise. This was his foremost concern. This
was what his whole life was about - this was how he lived,
this was how he died. Anyway, afterfour days, he
travelled by car from Gathaman to Ahmadabad, and from
there he travelled onwards to Delhi till he reached Hazrat
Nizamuddin where the centre was. On the day of Ashura,
early in the morning, a lecture was given. Then, on 10t
11th, and 12t Muharram 1418 A.H. he intended to visit
some Madaris. First he intended to visit Gangwara in the
district of Eetah, where there was also an Ijtima’
(concourse). In the morning of the 21st May 1997, after the
morning prayer, he requested his attendant to seat him in
the car so that no one would be inconvenienced by having
to wait for him. As per his request, he was seated in the
car. He was very quiet this morning. The journey
commenced nevertheless. He was accompanied by two of
his attendants. The car reached Khorjah where he had been
requested to supplicate. On reaching there, my father went
to the washroom. He had no strength left in him. His
condition did not get better even after breakfast. He then
asked for his medicine and to be brought back to the car.
Upon being advised to rest for an hour before continuing
his trip, he said: ‘T do not want to be alone. How can I stay
away from the group? Take me along.’ Seeing his pitiable
condition, one of his attendants said: ‘Please let me take
you back to Hazrat Nizamuddin.” But my father replied:
‘No don’t do that. We can’t inform the other members of
the group.” Since father was extremely weak, the other
attendant said: ‘I shall inform them.” He said: ‘Yes. o that!
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Thus no one will be troubled by having to wait for us.’
This all happened one day before he passed away.
Although he was himself in agony, he could not bear the
thought of causing trouble to someone else. When his
attendant told him that he had contacted the people in
Aligarh, my father said: ‘Fine. Now let us go back. Hurry
up.” This happened on the way back from Khorjah, the
place from where he had begun his Tableeghi activities after
his graduation from Darul Uloom Deoband, and from
where he had been sent the first time for four months to go
forth in the path of Allah. The Amir who had sent him,
Qari Abdur Rasheed & «-, had also been from Khorjah.
They both are buried side by side.

The sun that shed the light of faith goes down forever

After coming back from Khorjah, my father was taken
straight to the hospital. Since he felt better after the
treatment, he was taken back to Hazrat Nizamuddin. That
was around 11 o’clock. People in Hazrat Nizamuddin, in
their exuberant love and joy on having him back, carried
him to his room and made him lay down on his bed. Who
knew that this bird that longed to reach the heavens of
spiritual bliss would soon escape from the cage of his
earthly existence? Everyone was glad to see him in better
health... then around 12 o’clock, the sun that shed the light
of faith went down forever.
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This sad incident took place on 2204 May 1997. The
news spread like a wildfire. This calamity caused the
hearts of countless people to wreathe in pain. It seemed so
unreal that this sincere well-wisher of the Muslim Ummabh,
this loving and affectionate person who would get up at
night and invoke the Lord with?tearful eyes for hours, this
man who had dedicated his life to spreading the religion
that was brought by Sayyidina Muhammad ¥, this man
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whose heart would break on seeing people distancing
themselves from Islam, this sun that hadnever ceased to
shed the light of faith had now gone down forever. Who
could believe that this Ummah had lost one of its great
benefactors? It seemed like the whole world became a
place of mourning. Markets bore an abandoned look.
Sadness and gloom was everywhere. His followers poured
in to behold him just one more time, and after that, they
engaged themselves in Zikr, Dua and recitation of the
Holy Quran. Some broke into tears - wondering who
would now be there to lok after them, to guide them? Who
would be their guide, a guide who was perfect himself,
who would assist and help them draw closer to Allah, just
as this man of Allah had guided them. When Maulana
Muhammad Yusuf, Maulana An’amul Hasan, Maulana
Azharul Hasan had passed away, one after the other, there
was someone to console them - someone who had wished
the best for the whole Ummali; someone who had taken
over the task of Dawal (preaching) and expanded it.
Today, this person had parted from them. Everyone was
dumbfounded and overwhelmed by grief. Till nightfall,
the streets of Hazrat Nizamuddin were full of people. Due
to the masses of people, the funeral prayer had to be
offered in the park next to the tomb of Humayun. Then the
bier was taken to the Panch Piran graveyard. There, in a
small spot of land, Maulana Ubaidullah, Qari Abdur
Rashid and Munshi Basheer Ahmad (may Allah have
mercy with them all) had already been laid down to their
eternal rest. Another tired traveller, who like his
companions before, had spent his life in calling the world
to Allah, finally found his resting place right in the1r midst.
May Allah have mercy on him.
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Letters of condolence
The letter from friends of the Raiwind Shura (Council
of Raiwind)
From Maulana Abdul Wahhab damat barakatuhum

Around 1:30 pm we got to know about this tragic
incident.
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We all are grieved beyond measure. All of us are right
now engaged in praying for his forgiveness and Isal-e-
Thawab. After Zuhr, Quran was recited in the Madarsah. In
one sitting, people finished 17 complete readings of the
Holy Qur’an, and they are still engaged in Isal-e-Thawab.
His departure is a great loss for all Muslims, but especially
for those who are involved in Tableegh.
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He had joined the Tableeghi Jamaat during the days of
Maulana Yusuf & «, and, making many sacrifices, got
" more and more involved in this blessed task, until this
became the mission of his life, and until he became the
lifeline of the centre Hazrat Nizamuddin. During the days
of Maulana Anamul Hasan .., he was entrusted with the
responsibilities of giving speeches, and also became a
member of the Shura (advisory council) for which Maulana
Anamul Hasan had worked. In short, he was one of those
whom Allah had selected to work for and promote the task
of Tableegh. He was the jewel of our annual gatherings.
Now that he is now more, it is nothing but natural to feel
grieved. On such occasions it behoves a believer to be
courageous, patient and contegt with whatever Allah has
decreed. When we had been patient at the demise of
Sayyiduna Muhammad *%¢ who was dearer to us than
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our lives, our belongings, our families, our near and dear
ones, our teachers and elders, then we ought to be patient
. at this occasion, too. We all pray that Allah deal with him
in the very best of manners, that He may forgive each and
every fibre of his body, and may He grant him the loftiest
ranks in Paradise, and may He grant those whom he had
left behind the strength to be patient, and may He grant
them a good reward in turn. May Allah continue to bless
this Ummah after his demise, just as He had blessed this
Ummah during his lifetime.
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Allah Most High who has revived Tableegh in this age,
and who has made Tabeegh reach this stage, who had let
our dear late Maulana play an important role in this
matter, had also endowed him with all the necessary
attributes for this task. It is possible for Allah to bless this
Ummah with thousands, millions of people as dedicated as
him... we pray to our Bountiful Lord to accomplish the
mission of Tableegh in His infinifte Grace and Mercy. May
He, through the efforts of Tableegh, revive religion all over
the world. May He show the results of our efforts, efforts
that are based on many sacrifices, and may He bless our
efforts in every regard. Anieen

‘Salam’ and condolences to all the residents of Hazrat
Nizamuddin. You are all broken-hearted right now. Your
prayers are very likely to be accepted. Please do remember
us also in your prayers.

Wa Salam

Letter of condolence from the advisory council Darul
Uloom Deoband

From: Maulana Marghoob ur Rahman, In-charge Darul
Uloom Deoband
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The advisory council of Darul Uloom Deoband wishes
to express its heartfelt condolences at the sad demise of
Maulana Umar Palanpuri & «.,, We all pray to Allah to
forgive him and to raise his ranks in Paradise.

Maulana Umar Palanpuri was a student of One of our
early graduates - Shaikhul Islam Maulana Syed Ahmad
Husain Madani gaddasa Allahu sirrahu. Right from his
student days, he was known for his virtuous nature, his
hard work, focus on his objectives and his inclination to
the righteous.

Once during his student days, he was severely ill and
had to suspend his education. However, due to his being
focused on his goal, he resumed his education after a
while, and succeeded.

After graduating from Darul Uleom Deoband, he
joined the Tableeghi Jama’at and he had dedicated his whole
life to call others to Allah. Allah had made his oratory
powers extremely effective. His speeches brought a change
in the life of thousands of people. This is how he has used
all his energy to realize the goals of our respected elders.
Through the last few years, the late Maulana came here
often and spoke in praise of his Alma Mater. He also would
encourage the students to take up Tableegh. The Advisory
Council of Darul Uloom Deoband feels immense grief at
the death of one of its sons, and one standard-bearer of
Tableeglh. In the light of the Sunnah, we wish to condole the
late Maulana’s family, his household, and everyone who
was attached to him, especially members of the Tableeghi
Jama’at. We pray to Allah Most High to forgive him, to
raise his ranks in Paradise and to accept the services he
had rendered. Ameen.
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Letter of condolence by Maulana Abrar-ul-Hagq
Hardoi i,

Today in the afternoon, around Asr, after returning
from a long journey, we learnt that Maulana Muhammad
Umar Palanpuri & «-, is no more. This news was as
shocking as it caused us grief. May Allah raise the ranks of
the deceased and may He grant those whom he had left
behind a goodly patience. I felt an immense urge to come
immediately, however extreme tiredness prevented me
from even going to the nearby mosque. This is why I sent

these few words, with a view to gain reward from Allah
Most High.

Letter of condolence by Maulana Mufti Abd-ur-
Raheem Lajpuri yas,

Maulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri was immensely
sincere, full of sympathy towards this Ummah and an
~ accomplished scholar of Islam. Allah Most High had
bestowed upon him countless virtues. He had endowed
himself to serve Islam. His days and nights were full of
religious concern and worry for Muslims. He suffered
from a number of ailments, but he would ignore his pains
and kept himself engaged in the service of Islam. He had
sacrificed his rest and comfort for the sake of Islam.

This most humble servant truly loved the late Maulana
for the sake of Allah. He would meet me with full
sincerity. In fact, he was an embodiment of sincerity. He
was full of spiritual strength and inner power due to his
relation with Allah. Otherwise he could not have
discharged so many responsibilities in spite of his iliness.
This would have been beyond the power of any human
being. He lived only for the sake of Deen. He was a living
example of the Ayat:
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His demise is a great loss for the Ummabh, it is indeed
as though a whole world has died with him. May Allah
reward him on behalf of us all in the best of manners. May
" He grant him the highest ranks in Paradise. May he grant
us, too, such concern for the Ummah, and may He let us
serve Islam until we breathe our last. Ameen.

I would like to request you all to remember me in your
prayers as well, that Allah may be pleased with me and
that He may grant me a beautiful end. I also would like
you to pray for my family-members, my attendants, and
all those who are attached to me. May Allah be pleased
with them all and may He grant us all steadfastnesss in
faith and in the performance of good deeds. And may He
grant us an end on faith. And may He grant us all, may He
grant the whole Ummah perfect belief, unshakeable faith
and guidance. Ameen.

Letter of condolence from Maulana Habibullah
Ferozpuri Palanpuri, administrator of Mahad Ilmi
Kanz Marghoob Patan (Gujrat)

After the masnoon greeting. People here were still
discussing the recent visit of the respected elders from
Nizamuddin to Gujrat, when we suddenly got this
shocking, heart-breaking news, the demise of Maulana
Umar Palanpuri & w.,... writing & .., after his name causes
too much grief. It almost breaks our hearts. Thousands of
people are left mourning by the demise of this person, a
person with a sound heart, restless spirit, and an innocent,
pure character. Lo! To Allal we belong and to Him we truly
shall return.

What a news! That the meeting with the Maulana in his
hometown was the last meeting with him. That this candle
of Dawah and Tableegh, a candle that was flickering due to
its many ailments, and prolonged weakness has finally
extinguished... Maulana’s sincerity, god-consciousness, his
attachment to,the, Diving,his, being -absorbed in Dawal:
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(preaching), his selflessness and sacrifice, his humility and
humbleness, and then finally his dying in the path of Allah
shall make him unforgettable for years to come.

15255 o590 8 186 G350 Gl ks s ety
w?w,&éwb

Right upon getting the news, we arranged for recital of
the Holy Qur'an to confer the reward thereof. This is
continuing till now.
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Hazrat Jee and Maulana Izharul Hasan & 4., passed
- away one after the other. At such delicate times, the
* -demise of Maulana Umar Palanpuri has created a void
with far-reaching effects in the ‘Centre of Dawah
(preaching) and Tableegh’. May Allah grace him with His
forgiveness and mercy. May He grant him high ranks in
Paradise. May He grant all those whom he had left behind
a goodly patience to bear this loss, and a goodly reward.
May He protect the work that has been done so far, and
may He bring it to completion. May He always stand by
you, guide you and assist you. Ameen.

Letter of condolence from the advisory council of
Mauritius

As-Salamu alaikum wa ralunatullahi wa barakatuhu. After
the masnoon greeting, we pray that Allah lets us benefit
~ from your spiritual excellencies, and that He may bless
- your lives. Ameen, summa Ameen.

Yesterday we received a phone call and learnt about
Maulana Umar Palanpuri’s & ., demise. We called a
‘number of other people in order to confirm the news, and it
turned out to be true. Lo! To Allah we belong and truly to Him
“we shall return. His demise means a tremendous loss of
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guidance to the Ummah, a loss that can perhaps never be
made up for. The late Maulana had spent his whole life in
Dawah and Tableegh. He showed the Ummah a way, which,
if followed, would lead them to their desired destination.
May Allah grant him the best of reward on behalf of the
whole Ummah, and may he grant him a lofty rank in
Paradise. Ameen. The whole Ummah will feel this loss,
especially the people here in Mauritius suffer... the date for
the Ijtima’al (concourse) had been fixed, everything had
been prepared, the late Maulana had been eagerly awaited,
but alas! He parted. before we could benefit from his
presence. May Allah grant those whom he had left behind -
and he has left behind the whole Ummah - a goodly
patience, and may He grant us all the strength to value our
respected elders and may He grant us the willingness to
draw benefit from them. Ameen summa Anieen.

The advisory council of Mauritius, in fact all Muslims
of Mauritius wish to condole those whom the late Maulana
left behind, along with a request to be remembered in their
prayers.

Wa Salam.

Letter of condolence from Chapata Mosque and
Jama’ah, Zambia

Respected Maulana Muhammad Yunus Palanpuri, As-
Salamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu.

After the masnoon greeting. We got the news of
Maulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri’s sad demise today
at noon, through a telephone call. Just a single call, but the
whole country is steeped in grief. How many people there
are to be condoled? Hundreds and thousands of hearts are
filled with grief. Hundreds and thousands of eyes are
filled with tears. He was the water of life for the whole
Ummah. He was a tower of light. He lived in the hearts of
thousands. His lectures would bring each day thousands
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of people on the right path. He took it upon himself to
travel in the path of Allah all over the world for the benefit
of others. Now finally, this life-long traveler has parted
from the caravan as he has reached his destination. Lo! To
Allah we belong and truly to Him we shall return.

May the merciful Lord grant him the highest rank in
Jannatul Firdaus. May He grant all them whom he had left
behind amongst his family and those who loved him a
goodly patience and abundant reward for bearing this
tremendous loss. May he bless the lives of our remaining
elders and may He continue to shade the whole Ummah
with their presence. May He grant us, and everyone
involved in Tableegh, no, every Muslim the strength to
follow his footsteps. Ameen.
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Pecularities, Characteristics and Routine
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How much effect his hot breath has! It even sets the
garden’s soil ablaze

1. Along with full dedication to the cause of Tableegh,
he duly considered the principles of calling others to
Allah. Completely oblivious to even most frustrating
conditions, he would keep himself engaged in
Tableegh. Without ever minding being tired or
weary, he would call people to 'Allah, whenever he
had a chance to do so, and he would consider such a
chance as great boon. When calling others to Allah,
he would regard the relevant principles. He would
never impose himself on someone so as to be
bothersome. Instead, he would express whatever he
had to say in the most effective manner. When he
felt that his words had no effect, he would wait for
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another chance and rephrase his talk in an even
more appealing manner.

He would address the people in an affectionate
manner. He would never give the impression that
he considered himself as better and the other as
worthless. He would always wait for the right
opportunity and the right atmosphere before
starting to talk about religion. He would talk very
softly. His words were full of kindness and
sympathy. The person addressed would feel that
he is talked to by an extremely sincere,
accomplished personality. It was as though the
addressee’s heart would want to shout out “Yes!
Whatever this person says is only for the sake of
Allah! This is why the addressee, upon parting,
would feel truly satisfied, and inclined to act
according to what he just had heard.
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Talk bearing signs of prudence and wisdom, kindness
and love

Would blow the breath of life into the one’s veins.

2. Just as my respected father would send out groups
to keep the cause of Tableegh going, he would also
make it a point to go himself forth for this blessed
cause. Sometimes he would stay abroad for
months. He was needed in the centre, but still he
would travel within the subcontinent to attend
gatherings in mosques and Madaris, and he would
also undertake long journeys to Africa, America,
Australia and Europe. After having performed the
obligatory Hajj, he performed a number of
voluntary Hajj and Umrahs, accompanied by

 Tableeghi groups. After réaching the sacred land of
Hijaz, he would promote the cause in front of
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Muslims from all over the world. He would also
dispatch groups from there. In the holy sites, he
would pray for the safety, welfare and well-being
and spiritual progress of all Muslims, those from
the subcontinent as well as those from other places.
His deep concern and far-reaching efforts would
help him establish a link with Muslims from all
over, and ever new ways and methods of
promoting Dawah would open up for him.
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Who shall go forth in the way of Allah with ravenous
zeal

Who shall go from door to door for the sake of Deen?

 The heaven of abstinence and piety, upholder of
goodness and faith

Who shall now explain to us, ah!The way of goodly
reliance?

3. Inspite of his having been well-known for his efforts
in Dawah and Tableegh, in numerous Arab and non-
Arab countries, he never permitted that people
should be invited to listen to his talks in particular.
Neither would he allow that his speeches were
especially announced. He would ceaselessly strive to

bring the creation closer to the Creator. He was
himself the best example of his teachings how to
unite the different strata of this Ummabh.

Once, the audience saw that while he taught a
Hadith, a fellow stepped up to the podium and
kissed him on his lips, saying: ‘This. mouth never
grows weary of mentioning Allah and the
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Messenger £8% It deserves to be kissed, so as to
obtain blessing.

4. During the last stages of his life, Dawah (preaching)
had become an international movement. In every
corner of the world, there were mosques, and
Jama’ahs, (congrigational) and advisory groups. In
case of any difference or dispute, he would settle
the affair in the most amicable manner, in fact, he
would deal in such a matter that the disputants
were at better terms than ever before. If any person
in any area was found violating the principles, he
would not be stopped immediately. Rather, he
would gradually be brought back to follow the
rules. This way Dawah (preaching) would continue
in this particular area, the person would continue
to be involved in his work, and the objective of the
rules and regulations would be accomplished, too.
There were times when he would ‘operate’ so as to
remove any °‘ill flesh’, but the ‘bandage’ and
‘ointment’ he applied afterwards would soon cause
all pain the ‘operation’ had caused to be forgotten.

5. He was fully convinced that no revolutionary
changes would take place in this Ummah, unless
there was perfect, unshakeable faith. Any attempt
to reform the Ummah without such faith would go
against the spirit of Islam and the very nature of
this Ummah. During its early ages, the Ummah
advanced due to its faith. It brought land and sea
under its sway. But as soon as faith began to
weaken, differences arose and mutual strives cause
schisms in the Ummah.

This is why ‘faith’ used to be the central topic of his
talks. Faith had penetrated each sphere of his being.

He would expound the reality of faith and belief in
front of hundreds and thousands of people. This
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included belief in the Hereafter, belief in Allah’s
promise, reliance on Allah, mentioning Heaven and
Hell, explaining the reality and significance of the
human spirit, truths of the Unseen, denial of
materialism, anecdotes from the life of the Noble
Prophet £%f and the blessed companions, and so on.
This is what his talks would usually comprise of.
And any aspect of his talk would definitely have its
effect on the audience. This too, must have been due
to his perfect faith.

My respected father was immensely popular and
‘well-loved by -all segments of society. Hundreds and
thousands of people held him dear. Even abroad,
people wished that my respected father should
come to visit their countries and to let the masses
experience spiritual delight that came from his sweet
talk. Everyone would consider it as a matter of great
honour to be a host to my respected father.

6. My father had a servile attitude towards all of his
"~ elders. But he especially loved and revered
Shaikhul Hadith, Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi
and Hazrat Jee Maulana Anamul Hasan .., to the
extreme. My father was extremely grieved when
these twain parted from this world, in fact, his grief
lies beyond what could be described by human
words. He would deal with his elders with extreme
respect, reverence, love and well-manners. In this
age, it is near impossible to find such sincerity,
respect, and excellent behaviour.

7. He would also show due respect to all those who
were somehow attached to his elders. Similarly, he
would deal with everyone at the centre with
extreme respect, bonour, sincerity, and kindness.
His behaviour knew no- distinction between rich
and poor, trader or farmer, white-collar or blue-
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collat worker, college or university professor and
teacher at Islamic institutions. He would meet
everyone in the same amicable manner, whether
the person be a doctor, engineer or whatever. He
would keep his heart clean towards everyone who
was somehow engaged in Tableegh. In case he got to
know about a person’s mistake or fault, he would
make sure to deal with the situation in a wise and
prudent manner. In case he himself had happened
to commit a mistake, he would not hesitate to ask
pardon from the person concerned - young or old.
He would not consider it as a matter of shame to
ask for pardon. He would seize every chance to
learn or benefit from other scholars and learned
persons.

8. Once he sought Hazrat Jee Maulana Anamul

'~ Hasan’s 4 «, advice regarding the memorization
of the Holy Qur’an. Hazrat Jee & «., replied: ‘If it
can be coupled with Dawah and other activities,
then it would definitely be a good thing to do.’
Hence, my respected father started the
memorization of the Holy Qur'an under Hazrat
Jee's tutelage - sitting in Masjid-e-Nabwi, in the
part that is known as ‘Riyadhul Jannah’. Within
four years, my father completed the memorization
of the Holy Qur'an, along with his activities of
Dawah and Tableegh. Upon completing his Hifz,
my father recited the last few Ayaat to Hazrat Jee, .
again sitting in Riyadhul Jannah. Since he
memorized the Quran at a rather advanced age, he
would occasionally say during his talks “Usually,
people memorise the Qur'an in their bachpan
(childhood). I memorized the Qur'an in my
pachpan (that is at the age of fifty-five). _

9. My father loved the Holy Quran fervently. He
would start reciting the Holy Qur’an whenever he
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had a chance to do so. This is why he acquired the
blessing of Hifz in his old age, when his activities
relating to Dawah and Tableegh were at their peak.
Before starting a talk, he would recite the Holy
Qur’an not only in the masnoon Khutba, but also in
between. His recital was so touching, that it defies
description. It was as though his way of reciting
cried out:

I e lts bf LT}
O Muslim! Dive deep into the depths of the Qur’an.

Simplicity and humility

~ He was full of simplicity and humility. When he stayed
in the centre in Delhi without his family, two or three
others shared the room with him. He would sleep on the
floor, just like that. He would be informal, just like any
common student. Important personalities from abroad
‘would come to meet him. He would receive them in his
room, in a very informal manner and talk to them while
-sitting on the floor. His being so humble and informal in
spite of his accomplishments would leave a great
impression on whoever came to see him. He was
completely uninterested in worldly matters. That would
go so far that on one occasion (during which the writer of
these lines happened to be present, too), he asked the
audience: ‘Am [ wearing my shirt inside out? The people
then assured him that he wore it the right way. When
asked what prompted him to put this question, he said:
‘Last year during a trip to Africa, someone said pointed
out that I wore my shirt inside out. I then put it on in the
right way while still at the airport. Today I am again about
to go to Africa. That is why I asked... you know,
nowadays it is a bit difficult to make out which side of the
shirt goes in and which side goes out.’
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In spite of his accomplishments, he was extremely
humble. He would never prefer himself over anyone else.
He would meet everyone. He never wanted any special
arrangements for himself. He was an embodiment of the
Noble Prophet’s £& saying:

PPN SR
‘Allah raises one who humbles himself for the sake of Allah.

Due to his humility, Allah granted him not just honour
in the hearts of the people, but immense love and adoration.
May Allah Most High grant us all the strength to follow the
footsteps of this embodiment of sincerity. Ameen.

L (ln Hlp VAL, o o Q}ok’u/u’,Jf)ﬁ.’«f/:
agifu,{;ﬂ'ﬁ;,uguq/ﬁ Jw'é.‘ﬁga.gugluf‘l,})uj/

Living in this world without being attached to it,
. Crossing the river without wetting one’s clothes.

His patience and forbearance

He had spent most of his life in Dawah and Tableegh,
that is, on a road that is full of bumps and hurdles at times.
Yet, he would never lose his patience or become fretful,
even in adverse circumstances. He would neither complain
not moan. When meeting people, when shaking hands
with them, etc. there would be instances that were not
according to his liking, that would actually cause him
great inconvenience, yet he would be his forbearing, good-
natured self. He would do everything to make the people
feel at ease and to make them happy. He would listen to
whatever they wanted to say and said: ‘It is because of the
poor people’s prayers for me, that I still keep going.” Who
knew how much they had to go through? He would cry
when listening to their heart-rending stories. At times, he
would narrate how he himself had to spend his early days.
He said that his mother, in spite of being poverty-stricken
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herself, would always have a soft corner for the poor, and
she would give alms from whatever little she had. He
would also help the poor. Serving the creation was in his
sight the most noble of deeds, and he would make it a
point not to miss any chance that offered itself in this
regard. He maintained a list of deserving people, and he
would grant them assistance as the situation arose. He
would also support poor students.

Once he had given a student some money as a loan.
When it was time to settle the dues, he waived the whole
amount. Afterwards he said: ‘Doing the work of prophets
and calculating like a trader do not go well together.’

o J’» 3 @'J) Mya’yf::ﬂ}’
Tareeqat is nothing but serving the creation.

Tasbeeh, prayer-mats and patched clothes got nothing
to do with it.

He was a staunch follower of the blessed Sunnah. His
life was full of love for the Noble Prophet 8% and
following his ways. He was very particular about reciting
masnoon prayers in anything he did. Reviving the Sunnah
was one of his favourite pursuits. During his lectures, he
would stress the need to follow and revive the Sunnah. He
would often say that people should revive and practice
each and every Sunnah of the Noble Prophet £##¢ He said
that by following the Sunnah, Divine assistance would
descend, while neglecting or omitting a Sunnah would
have an adverse effect.

My respected father was very particular about his daily
routine. He would not want a single minute to go waste.
Two and a half hours in the morning he would spend
giving lectures discussing things to be done, answering his
mail, and some routine recitals. Along with that, he would
study his books, especially Hayat-us-Sahabah. He would
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say that he’d surely read a part of it every day. He also
said that since this book clearly explained the lives and
ways of the noble Companions, he would always get some
relevant information regarding Tableegh. Besides that,
reading about the noble Companions is a matter of great
blessing. The noble Companions are role-models for the
whole Ummabh. By following them, one would surely find
one’s way to goodness and deliverance. When my
respected father was on his death-bed, he said to me: ‘I
lived for around thirty-five years here in Nizamuddin. I
have used the electricity and water of the centre. Hence,
after my death, please pay fifty-thousand Rupees to the
centre on my behalf. Allah be praised! My father’s last will
and testament was fulfilled.

My father was as concerned about the spiritual
grooming of the Ummah as he was about Dawali and
Tableegh. He would dispatch people to go forth in the path
of Allah, and he would also see that Makatib and Madaris
(centres of Islamic learning) were set up in areas where no
such facilities were available. He did his utmost to set up
as many Madaris as possible, and he would lend his
support such projects so as to make them run efficiently
and effectively.

It was my father’s ardent desire that religion should be
revived in every way of life. He used to say that this is the
basic purpose of Dawali - to make the Ummah incline to
religion, to make them want religion, in such a way that
religion enters every aspect of their lives. Along with all
those concerns, he was also particularly eager help the
people of his own community to live their lives in full
concordance with the Islamic teachings. He would stress
this concern in front of the public as well as in front of
public representatives. As a result of this, leading scholars
of his area as well as traders had regular meetings in
which they exchanged views how mutual dealings could
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be moulded according to the Islamic teachings. Whether it
be any overt or covert aspect of reform, it would become a
matter of concern for my respected late father.

et oAy L s 2 :/é..?,Ty’ui,»,&;ﬁqu

It is not the kindness of the rose, nor that of water

It is naught but a grant from the Creator, the
Bestower.

Detailed lectures after Fajr, for a period of thirty years

The lecture held in Nizamuddin right after the Fajr
prayers was always one of its kind with regard to its value
and 1mportance. It was conducted by Maulana
Muhammad Yusuf & .., and before him by Maulana
Muhammad Ilyas ralimatullah alaihi. During the days of his
. leadership, Maulana An’amul Hasan . .., entrusted this
- task to my respected father, and my respected father had
discharged this obligation as it ought to be discharged. He
gave this early morning lecture for a period of thirty years
~ his dedication, resolution and inner strength in this
regard shall always be remembered in the history of
Dawal and Tableegh.

Maulana An’amul Hasan & «., had great trust in my
respected father in this regard. He was especially content
with my father’s lectures that were related to Dawal: and
Tableegh. At tiraes, he would thoroughly express his
contentment, especially when the audience consisted of the
learned. Once, during his early days, it happened that they
both just came out from Masjid-e-Nabwi. Their audience
consisted of basically Arab workers for the cause of
Tableegh. Maulanah An’amul Hasan ..., shook hands with
those people, and then introduced my father by saying:
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“This is Shaikh Umar, the tongue of Dawah and

Tableegh.” (Smwanih  Maulana  An’amul  Hasan
Kandhalwi, 1/305) |

After Hazrat Jee Maulana Muhammad Yusuf's & .,
death, my father was entrusted with the task of delivering
a detailed lecture right after Fajr. In the beginning,
Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi and
Maulana Inamul Hasan .i«.., were sitting right next to my
father. They listened to my father’s lecture for around
fifteen days. Then, for the next three days, they spent the
time in which the lecture took place meditating near the
grave of Maulana Ilyas & «., When Shaikhul Hadith
Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi & ., was about to leave
for Saharanpur, he said to Maulana An’amul Hasan & ..,
‘Attend Maulwi Muhammad Umar’s lectures for full forty
days.” After the forty days, Shaikhul Hadith Maulana
Zakariyyah Kandhalwi & .., had come back from
Saharanpur. Then both of them spent yet another week
listening to the lectures and meditating. Then Shaikhul
Hadith said: ‘I don’t think we need to observe the
proceedings any longer. Allah has got things going.’

At another instance, Shaikhul Hadith Maulana
Zakariyyah Kandhalwi & 4., came to visit Nizamuddin
after a couple of month’s absence. He asked my respected
father whether he was Bai'at to anyone (i.e. had pledged
allegiance). My father said: ‘First I was bai'at to Maulana
Muhammad Yusuf & «., Now I am Bai‘at to Maulana
An’amul Hasan. Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Zakariyyah
Kandhalwi 4 «., said: ‘Dear, become bai’at to me.” After
some consultation with his Shaikh, Maulana An’amul
Hasan, he then became bai’at to Shaikhul Hadith, who
granted him Khilafat immediately.

After that, he had develaped an ardent love for
Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi .., He
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would consult his Shaikh regarding all matters of life,
including some domestic matters. He would write him
when at home and when travelling, and inform him about
his whole activities. Similarly, Shaikhul Hadith Maulana
Zakariyyah Kandhalwi & .., would write to him... Apart
from that, he saw the Noble Prophet £%% a number of
times in his dreams, and he was given glad tidings
regarding Dawah and Tableegh. He would narrate all such
dreams as well as actual circumstances to his Shaikh, who
would, in turn congratulate him and rejoice with him. In
short, he was all the time blessed with his Shaikh’s
-attention, kindness and consideration.

Some very special statements by my late father ..,

1. We should deal with Allah’s servants just as we
want Allah to deal with us. If we want Allah to
show us mercy, then we need to be merciful with
others. If we want Allah to forgive us, then we
should forgive others.

2. If faced with suffering and grief, then one should
not feel afraid. If blessed with comfort and ease,
one should not become conceited. One should be
mindful of Allah all the time. In order to reach this
state, one should engage in Zikr, recite the Holy
Qur’an, and keep making Dua (supplicating).

3. There are some people to whom one feels inclined,
and there are some people to whom one feels
disinclined. This is nothing to worry about. There is
not a single person who is loved by each and every
one. When Sayyiduna Abu Bakr « & s put
Sayyiduna Umar «.a s, in charge of the Khilafah,
he made a strange statement. He said:

' ’ : s

‘There will be people to love you and there will be
people to dislike you.' Everyone will deal with you
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as per his nature. If that was the case with such
great personalities, then why will that not be the
case with us? Who are we, after all? Why do we
think that everyone will always agree with us? That
will never be the case.

4. Women tend to say the opposite of what they
ought to. Hence, if you need to take their advice,
then just do the opposite of what they tell you. If
you take the opposite of the opposite, you will get
what is right. Negative plus negative makes
positive. Sayyiduna Umar «a ., once said:

&i,@ﬁi&i;,’»;&
‘Take their advice and then do the opposite.’

However, this is not a rule or principle that must not
be violated, though it 1s applicable most of the times.

5. Being affected by circumstances is not a flaw, but it
is a flaw to get affected so much as to break Allah’s
commandments.

6. Supporting one’s own group even in unjust causes
and depriving another group of its due right is
nothing but bias, and bias takes one far away from
Allah.

7. Don’t think of yourself as so great that if someone
intends to give you advice, he will not be able to do
so. Be humble, so that everyone can give you well-
meant advice and good counsel without hesitation
or fear.

8. Some people think that accepting the truth
amounts to having their noses cut off (i.e. a matter
of great disgrace) hence do not get your nose so
long that someone might consider cutting it (i.e. do
not become conceited).

9. Be one who takes from Allah and is dear to Allah.
Be one who'gives tol others and is loved by others.
o
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10.

11.

This way, you can become dear to both - the
Creator and the creation.

A sinner who repents and sheds tears, begging
Allah to forgive him is dearer to Allah than a person
who does good deeds and prides himself therein.

If you look for reasons why others should respect
you, then this will break relations. If you look for

' reasons why you should respect others, then this

12.

13.

14.

15.

will make relations.

If someone is blessed with Taqwa (piety) and
crying at night, then Allah will cause him to inspire
awe in others.

In a common cause, one needs to get along with
good and bad people. This does not mean that one
should discard them, thinking of them as ‘bad’.
Doing so, would slowly but steadily decrease the
number of people involved. And, the one who
discards people, is himself not perfect. He himself
has got one weak spot or the other. Other people
might then discard him. that would set an end to
our work - there would be no more opportunity to
do anything as there would be no more people left
to do something.

Satan and Nafs, both are man’s enemy. However,
Nafs is the worse enemy; as it was Nafs that had led
Satan astray. Satan’s claim ‘I am better was
prompted by his Nafs. The sense of greatness, self-
importance superiority begins to surface in
childhood. Praise makes a child happy, while

~ criticism makes him unhappy. This is all due to his

sense of self-importance, This notion is the last to
part from man, and that also only after many efforts.

Some people are working for Deen, but yet, they are

- not close to their elders, while others do not work

that much for Deen but yet, are close to their elders.
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16.

17.

18.

If you make marriage cheap and easy, then
adultery and fornication will become difficult and
expensive. And if you make marriage difficult and
expensive, then adultery and fornication will
become cheap and easy. The Holy Shari’ah (divine
law) envisions a marriage that is easy and involves
little expenses only.

If you give more importance to Deen than to
worldliness, then your life will become Deen. And if |
you give more importance to worldliness than Deen,
then your life will become one of worldliness.

I neither tell you to make your children a ‘Maulwi’,
nor do I tell you to make then a ‘Mister’, all I tell

~ you is: ‘Teach them to live an Islamic life” He

19.

20.

21.

further said: ‘If you make him a ‘Mister’ who lives
according to Islam, then he will take his whole
family to Paradise, and if you make him a ‘Maulwi’
who does not live according to Islam, then he will
take his whole family to Hell.

If you want to have a place in heaven, then treat the
people on earth with love and kindness. If you
show undue harshness, then the one who is senior
or equal to you, will quarrel with you. The one who
is junior to you will suffer in silence, but his
subdued feelings will bring you away from Allah.

During his caliphate, Sayyiduna Umar «sdi ., wrote
to his governors: ‘Do not think you need not to be
loved by the people - do not think that you are
good, so it does not matter what the people think
about you. Always try to endear yourself to them
through your character.

If someone wants to know what rank he has got in
Paradise, then he should look around among his
relatives and friends. If they are pleased, then he can
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hope that he has got a rank in Paradise, but if they are
not pleased, then he shall not have a rank in Paradise.

. Allah has endowed some people with a soft temper

and others with a harsh one. To get along with those
who have got a harsh temper, one needs patience
and forbearance. Treating such people with
harshness, will result only in quarrels. However,
treating them with love and kindness, will foster
mutual love. Look at your teeth ~ they are very hard.
The tongue, on the other hand, is soft. And yet, it is
completely safe amongst its thirty-two ‘enemies’.
But this does not mean that one should be so soft
that others take undue advantage:

LA rE 2 Lund:  LbSfelSsal sl

23.

24.

Neither be so sweet that everyone comes to have
a bite till you are finished,

Nor be so bitter that everyone who tastes you
just wants to spit.

The acquisition of (material) blessings is no sign of
Allah’s good pleasure. Similarly, being exposed to
difficulties and hardship is no sign of Allah’s anger.
All one needs to see is whether one spends one’s
life according to the teachings of Allah and His
messenger £ or not.

An obedient person is granted material blessings
coupled with good will and pleasure, like
Sayyiduna Sulaiman and Sayyiduna Dawud ,sia,
while a rebellious person is granted material
blessings with ill will and displeasure, like Pharach
and Qarun. Or: A parrot in a cage gets goodies
because he is liked by the people, while a mousetrap
is filled with goodies in order to kill the mouse.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

One who is grateful for the blessings he receives, 1s
successful, while a boastful person shall be
unsuccessful. One who is patient at times of
difficulty, shall be successful, while one who 1s
complaining and ungrateful shall be unsuccessful.

The success in the test of the Hereafter depends on
the success in the tests of this worldly life. In this
world, one is tested by all kinds of circumstances -
pleasant and unpleasant. Abiding firmly by Allah’s
command indicates than one is successful.

The prophets’ anguish makes people worthy of
doing something. It is this restlessness that makes
one work for Deen - whether a person is capable or
not, whether a person is resourceful or nor not,
whether a person is knowledgeable or not. This is
so because Allah makes them work.

Everything is done gradually and in a proper way.
The same applies in case of Deen - here too, one
needs to work in a proper manner. If one wants the
tree of Deen to grow, then one needs to prepare the
soil of Dawah first. Then one needs to plant the
root of faith, and water it with circles of Ta'leen:.
One needs the fertiliser of sacrifices and one needs
to weed with abstinence from sins. One needs to
look after it with Zikr, reciting the Qur’an,
shedding tears, crying and heaving sighs in front of
Allah. This will help one grow a tree - a tree whose
trunk is made of of ‘the pillars of Islam, whose
branches are social equity and justice and whose
fruits are a. perfect moral character - a character
that is full of sincerity. Grow such a tree and let the
people benefit therefrom. -

In order to obtain steadfastness in faith, it is inevitable
that one undergoes tests of hardship and obstacles.
These hardships and obstacles are like eggshells - an
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

egg cannot turn into a chick without an eggshell
around it. If there were just the egg-white and the
yolk, then this would never turn into a chick, even if
one would wait for twenty years. Similarly, in order
to become firm on faith, one needs the shell of
hardships and obstacles. Once the chick is ready, the
shell will break. Similarly, the shell of obstacles will
break, once their purpose is fulfilled.

Zeal needs forethought just as forethought needs
zeal. Youngsters are full of zeal, they need to be
bridled with forethought, while elder people need
to be enthused with fervour and zeal. Both things
are necessary.

A good deed has effect all over the world, though
in a very subtle manner and provided it has been
done according to the prophetic way. If a person
empties five buckets of water into a cistern, then
the water level of the cistern will increase, even if
one can hardly discern it. Similarly, if a person
draws five buckets of water from a cistern, then the
water level will decrease, even though one will
hardly notice it, no matter from which side one
drew or poured the water.

Not needing to rely on the material or personal
assistance from others, and making one’s own
material and personal assistance available to others
will strengthen the mutual relationships.

A spiritual blessing that makes a person conceited,
is no spiritual. blessing. It rather relates to a
person’s Nafs (concupiscence).

Comfort and ease can be a matter of mercy, but
they can also be a matter of respite. If comfort and
ease result from obedience, then they are a matter
of mercy, but if they result from disobedience, then
they are a matter of respite.
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35.

36.

37.

If a person’s objectives are accomplished as a result
of his prayers and he begins to consider himself as
a saintly person because of that, then this is a sign
of his downfall. If something gets accomplished,
then this is not because of a person’s greatness, it is
rather because the positive effect of whatever deed
he did became apparent. Allah Most High said in
the Holy Qur'an: ‘And do not deem yourselves as
pure.. A sinner who cries and begs Allah to forgive
him is better than a person who does good deeds
and then prides himself therein. |

Mujahadah does not mean that one subjects oneself
to unnecessary and uncalled for hardships. That is
what Yogis would do to themselves. That is not
what the Shari’al: (divine law) wants from us, nor is
it praiseworthy. Not protecting oneself against cold
when it is cold, is not Mujahadah. This is not an act of
reward. Rather, it is a sinful act. Mujahadah means
that if one is faced with a command from Allah, if
one needs to fulfil a requirement of Deen and one
does not feel the least like fulfilling it, or even feels
like going against it, one overcomes oneself and
fulfils this command or requirement, that one does
not allow a violation of Allah’s command. This kind
of Mujahadah causes a person to progress.

If a person has been endowed by Allah with a soft
temper, then he will always be soft-tempered.
However, this softness must not be misused. And if
a person has been given a strict temper, then he
will always retain that strictness. One should not be
disheartened because of this person’s temper.
Rather one needs to learn how to get along with all
kinds of people in order to maintain and foster
mutual relationships. Seyyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq
xs & ooy wWas ‘Jamali’ (that means he was very soft by
nature), whereas Sayyiduna Umar Farooq « &



Scattered Pearls vol.8 131

was ‘Jalali’ (that means he had some sternness
about him), but yet they got along with one
another. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq « & 4, had
passed an ordinance regarding the people who
refused to pay the Zakah and those who had
apostate after the demise of Allah’s Messenger £,
Sayyiduna Umar « & ,»; advised him to keep in
mind the needs of the Holy Wives, and the
protection of Muslim women and children. At this
time, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr .4, got very stern and
said: “You used to be very bold during the days of
ignorance and in Islam you turned a coward!
Sayyiduna Umar «s & <, put up with this harsh
remark and submitted to Sayyiduna Abu Bakr’s -,
« & order. At another instance, Sayyiduna Abu
Bakr Siddiq radiallhu anhu had two companions
write out some documents regarding some land.
He had done so after seeking the advice from other
companions present at that time. When the two
scribes went to Sayyiduna Umar «d <, asking him
to sign the documents, he took the document, tore
it apart and said: ‘This land belongs to the whole
Muslim community. It is not that only Abu Bakr is
entitted to it The two scribes returned to
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr « & s, and told him about
Sayyiduna Umar’s it ., hefty reaction. Then they
asked: ‘Teil us, are you the Commander, of the
Faithful or is it Umar?’ Sayyiduna Abu Bakr s -,
replied: ‘'How well you said that! indeed, Umar
would have been more appropriate for this job,
however, it was entrusted to me...” In short, if a
person has got some harshness in his temper, he
will never get rid of it. One needs a lot of patience
and forbearance if one wants to keep mutual
relations intact.
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38. Working for to provide means of communal
benefit, that is providing for man’s basic necessities
like food, drink and electricity, is just as important
as working towards the higher ends, like Taleem,
going forth in Allah’s way, giving lectures, and so
forth. Although the higher ends seem to have an
edge of superiority. This however does not mean
that providing for the basics is less important. Both
things need to be balanced. If the basic needs are
neglected, then the higher ends will suffer, too.
High enas cannot be achieved without looking
after the basics.

Some beautiful statements about Deen, Dawah

(invitation to accept Islam), and people who call
others to Allah

Something more reliable than personal experience

Allah has endowed deeds with certain effects and
properties, just as He has endowed things with certain
effects and properties. However, the effects and properties
of things can be known through personal experience, while
the effects and properties of deeds are under the cover of
Allah’s promise. And Allah’s promise is more reliable than
personal experience. Things might turn out contrary to
what one knows by experience, but things will never go
against Allah’s promise.

The actual work

If Dawal (invitation to accept Islam) is done according
to the way of the Noble Prophet #84 then saints will be
born in the land of prophets, and if it is not done in this
way, then nothing but atheists will be born in the land of
prophets.
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Remembering the Prophet ¥%% and trying to think as
he did

Remembering the Prophet % demands that one
should also try to adopt his ways, his concerns. The month
of Rabiul Awwal is not only meant to mention his blessed
birth, it is also meant to try to develop concerns similar to
the concerns he ¥% he had. One month does not suffice
for that. Rather, one needs to remember him ¥%f and think
about him in whatever one does. |

Tableegh is more than just roaming about. Tableegh
means to absorb the reality of Deen into the very essence
of one’s being. Tableegh does not just mean to spend some
time. It means to acquire praiseworthy inner qualities.

What is ‘Fatwa’ and ‘Taqwa’?

‘Fatwa’ tells us about the limits set by the Holy Law,
while ‘“Taqwa’ indicates the high moral standard of the
Holy Law. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq and Sayyiduna
Umar Farooq . & <, acquainted the Ummah with the
latter, while Sayyiduna Uthman Ghani and Sayyiduna Ali
Murtaza ,ea 4, acquainted the Ummah with the former.

Flexibility in principles

There is quite some flexibility in the principles of
Dawah and Tableegh. These principles are no fixed textual
matter (mansoos). They are open to change. Changes can be
made, dependiny; on the circumstances.

What matters most is that a person follows the
principles

If Dawah (invitation to accept Islam) is done
somewhere not according to the principles, then this does
not mean that one steps on the brake and stops the whole
thing. Doing so will not make anyone follow the principles,
and whatever little is done will come to a halt, as well. If a
person goes against the principles, then try to make him
abide by the rules inan ami¢able, gooid-menner. Do not try
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to cut him from his work or to hinder him. This applies in
individual cases as much as it does in communal cases.
Violation of principles needs to be dealt with in such a
manner that our task (of Dawah) continues, and our brother
does not become disheartened, either, and that both get on
the right track again.

Fostering the spirit of community

Dawah is a communal issue. This is why one needs to
get along with others and foster good mutual relations.
One must keep .check on one’s tongue, especially. Trying
to get the love of others through flattering and false praise
is disliked by Allah. This is so because love based on
flattery and false praise makes one biased towards one’s
own people and violates the rights of others. Keeping in
view all these intricacies, one needs to foster the spirit of
community. |

Only effort remains

No college or university would ever leak out the
question papers to be used during examinations, but if this
happens, and yet the students fail, then they would be
considered as extremely incapable and lazy. Allah Most
High, however, in His Infinite Grace and Mercy, has
conveyed to us the question paper, and not enough with
that, He has even provided us the answer. Now all that
remains is effort ~ we need to prepare ourselves in our
worldly lives for the final exam.

An important factor in reviving Deen

All might and power of the world is nothing but a
cobweb compared to the might and power of Allah, and all
treasures and riches. of the world are nothing but a
mosquito-wing compared to the treasures of Allah. Deen is
a person’s link to Allah’s might and His treasures. In order
to revive Deen, one needs neithér might nor wealth.
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Status is of no consequence

In order to get Deen, one needs to get used to
subjecting oneself to difficulties. Even someone who has
no means or resources at all can establish a sound relation
with Allah and His religion, provided he is willing to
make sacrifices and put up with difficulties. If he does so,
Allah will revive religion through him. In the sight of
Allah, power, rank, status and wealth are no pre-
requisites. All that matters is Allah’s good will and His
kind attention. This is why the Messenger of Allah g
said: ‘I do not want the prophethood of kings. I prefer the
prophethood of poverty instead.

The Devil’s deception

Dawah (invitation to accept Islam) shall never be
barren. Barren means that if someone dies, the work of
Dawah (invitation to accept Islam) shall come to a
standstill. One should work in a way so as to prepare
others to carry the cause further. One should work hard,
one should fully exert oneself, but if one does so without
preparing others to work, then one’s efforts are sullied
with the Devil’s deception.

Allah is Hidden as far as His Being is concerned, but
His proofs are manifest and unique. Explain Allah’s signs
to those who deny His existence and make them
~ acknowledge that He is there. Then tell them about what
pleases Allah and make them incline to rehglon Then get
them ready to get involved in Dawah.

What is Unseen today will be Seen at the time of one’s
death, and what is Seen today will become Unseen at the
time of one’s death. Testifying to faith and the
consequences of one’s deeds at the time of death does not
mean that one has testified to what Allah and His
Messenger £¥f have told us about. It merely means to
testify to something one has seen.
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The purpose of Jihad

The Messenger of Allah #8f had dispatched groups of
his companions in order to propagate the pure way of life
that is Islam. He told them: Our purpose is not to fight.
Those who put obstacles in the way of Deen are like
malignant bodily growths. The internal cure for these
growth lies in Dawah. But if these growths still do not
recede, then one needs to operate them. During the
Meccan phase of the Noble Prophet’s £3 blessed life, the
treatment of these growths consisted of an infusion of
Dawah, and an external ointment of an immaculate moral
character. But since these treatments did not suffice to treat
the malignant growths, they had do be operated upon, and
the first operation .took place in Badr. Anyway, mere
fighting is not the purpose of Jihad. The purpose of Jihad is
to remove any obstacle in establishing the pure way of life
- Islam, all over the world.

How Deen shall spread

This age is one of trials and afflictions. There are
people who masquerade as prophets, there are others who
deny the validity of Hadith. Again others cross all limits in
their love for Sayyiduna Ali « i, Some think that Deen
shall spread once there is an Islamic government. We
however say that Deen shall spread through wisdom and
prudence. Wisdom and prudence require that one tries to
spread Deen according to the method laid down in the
Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah. This is where the solution to
all of our problems lies.

Experience and observation of a lifetime

Allah is One. He is the Sole Creator, the Sole Sovereign
of the Universe and all that it contains. Man is single when
he comes into this world, and he is single when he leaves
this world. There is only a single,Way in order to live a life
or peace and tranquillity, and that is the way that the
Almight hes choseheforrushdfle person lives his life
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according to his own understanding, he is prone to make
mistakes. This is the experience and observation of a
lifetime. In order to cover things that lie beyond the scope of
one’s reason, one needs to rely on the teachings of the
prophets. The source of their teachings is Divine revelation.,

A ladder of sacrifice or a platform

One should be grateful for whatever work is done for
the sake of Deen. But still, there remains so much more to
be done. One needs to think about this also. Those who
work for Deen need to put in even more effort than before.
Let your efforts and sacrifices be like a ladder, not like a
platform, otherwise the work will come to a halt. After the
Battle of Uhud, the Noble Prophet £&% took his wounded
companions along and pursued the infidels. He did not
take those who were not wounded. If you increase the
number of sacrifices, then Allah will come to your aid.

One mneeds two things to get guidance: Dua
(supplication) and effort

Allah Most High has connected man’s condition with
- his deeds, deeds with limbs, and limbs with his heart, and
the heart is in the grasp of Allah Almighty. If the heart is
oriented towards Allah, then his deeds will be for Allah,
making a person’s condition pleasant in this world and in
the next. And if a person’s heart is oriented to anything
else but Allah, then a person’s deeds will be for anything
else but Allah, and his condition will be bad, here and
- Hereafter. Even a generous person, a recite of the Holy
Qur’an and a martyr (whose deeds were not for the sake of
‘Allah) shall be doomed to Hell. Hence, a person’s heart
should be turned to Allah. This is called ‘guidance’.
Guidance is a light that is cast into a person’s heart. Take
for example the moon. It has got no light of its own. It
receives its light from an external source, that is the sun.
Guidance is that light through which a person can
distinguish harmful inner deeds from those that are
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beneficial. If a person’s heart is filled with the light of
Divine Guidance, then he will perceive honesty and
truthfulness as beneficial, and dishonesty and deception as
harmful. This shows that the thing man needs most is
Divine Guidance, and Divine Guidance rests with Allah
alone. In the Holy Qur’an comes:

“You cannot guide whomever you like, but Allah
guides whom He pleases, and He knows best who is
rightly guided.” (Surah Qasas, Ayat 56)

The only way to attain guidance is to make Dua. This is
why Surah Fatiha, the very first chapter of the Holy
Qur'an, contains a request for guidance. In our daily
prayers, we repeat this request around fifty times: ‘Guide
us the straight path...” But one must keep in mind that this
world is a place where practical arrangements matter, too.
This is why, along with Dua, one needs to make very
concrete efforts to obtain guidance. Allah has promised to
guide those who make an effort in this regard: And those

who strive for Our sake, We shall guide them Our ways..."
(Surah Ankabut, Ayat 69) '

In other words, if one supplements one’s Dua with
corresponding efforts, then one is very likely to receive
guidance from Allah.

A poet said:
:/:."uﬁ...ﬁ/:._,ﬁd) :;4.’.0'/6/33‘/'.’3)92
u.?bb/::’d)/:é—ﬁ.%’-.‘)lJl (J;‘;}"JJJ'/’YLJZ&J:M

There is no other way except Dua and humility
But not every heart is aware of this inversion.

Four points behind the creation of this universe

One point behind the creation of the universe is that
the human body was created oftits components. Thus, the
universe is a means of the growth and nurturing of the
human body. The second point is that Allah Most High
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can be recognized through His signs. He cannot be seen.
He created the sun, the moon, the stars, human voices,
human appearances - all different from one another, He
created the day and the night and countless other signs so
that man may recognize Him through those signs. The
universe is hence a means to recognize Allah Most High.
The third point is to test human beings - whether they get
entangled in the beautiful things around them or whether
they are willing to make sacrifices in order to fulfil Allah’s
commandments. The fourth point is that gold, silver, cash,
posts, ranks, degrees, shops, businesses, lands, all these are
like vessels. In them, people receive whatever Allah wants
them to receive. Pharaoh got failure filled in his vessel of
wealth and power, while Sayyiduna Dawud and
Sayyiduna Sulaiman s . had got success filled into
theirs. Whether one is successful or not, whether one gets
honour or shall be disgraced, does not depend on the size
of the vessel - it rather depends on the deeds that a human
being does and because of which Allah fills the vessel then
either with success or failure.

The most worthless creature

Human beings probed into everything - from excreta
to the moon, but yet, he failed to probe into his own self.
Doctors test stool. Scientists test the moon. Man however,
did not test himself. The result is that in this world today,
man happens to be the most worthless of all creatures.
Human beings are killed for houses, shops, and plots of
land. Family planning is imposed on the people so as to
stop future generations from coming into this world. Why
is there no such scheme for trees? Why is there no
regulation that tells us to plant only such trees that do not
bear more than three fruits? Or for crops? That there
should be only crop that brings forth only three mounds of
~ harvest? Human beings however, are worthless. Not more
than three should come into this world. It is his own fault
that man has lost his/walbesAliabhas 'czeatéd man as the
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most precious creature - so precious that the angels were
commanded to prostrate to him. Man's rank exceeded
even that of the angels. But when man started to live like
animals, his value dwindled till he became the most
worthless of all creatures.

The arising after death is an irrefutable reality

The human spirit is meant to live forever. Only the
places where it lives change. It moved from the World of
Spirits (Alam -e- Arwall) into a body, from there it moves
onward into what is known as Alam -e- Barzakh (or
intermediary world), and from there on it shall move into
the Hereafter, its final destination. The human body was
made from different particles of the universe. His particles
are scattered all over - in the rays of the sun and the light
of the moon. In gusts of air, in drops of rain, in grains of
sand, even in the filthiness of dung. Allah Most High
brought all those particles together. He created suitable
nourishment. Man and woman used this nourishment,
which turned into seminal fluids. These fluids then turned
into a human body. A spirit was brought from Alam-e-
Arwal and joined with this human body, and a whole
human being came into existence. This human being shall
live on earth till it reaches the border that is death. Then
the body shall decay. It shall disintegrate into its particles,
and on the Day of Judgement all those particles shall be
gathered again. The same particles that had been brought
together in the first creation shall be brought together for a
second time, and then man shall stand in the Divine Court.
This second creation shall be extremely easy for Allah
Most High. However, billions of human beings are
unaware of this reality. And those who are not unaware of
it, are oblivious... be it as it is. The arising from death is an

irrefutable reality.
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An attitude of taking and an attitude of giving

The teachings of Sayyiduna Muhammad £ are such
as to foster a spirit of selflessness and sacrifice. They make
man incline to give and forgive. This results in mutual
love, care, sympathy, altruism, loyalty and reliance, which
in turn lead to an increase in peace and security.

The attitude of the worldly-minded people however, is
one of taking, one of seizing, and usurping. Whether it be
theft, or robbery, interest and usury, bribery, betrayal, or
fraudulent commercial transactions. They all lead to
mutual enmity, hatred, disputes and anxiety. The world
becomes like a pit of Hell. Regarding interest, for example,
Allah Most High has said:

SBaa g shuplabl 33

‘Allah has abolished interest and let charity grow.” But
due to the poison of his sins and the animal traits that man
has adopted, it seems to him as though interest would
make wealth grow, while charity decreases it. If he would
strive to stay away from sins, if he would rid himself from
the animal-like nature he has adopted, and would adopt
angelic traits instead, then he would see what Allah wants
him to see, namely that usury decreases wealth while
charity increases it.

Effort should be made according to Dua (Supplication)

There needs to be some kind of congruence between
effort and Dua. A tongue weighing around eighty grams
makes the Dua of the prophets: Guide us the Straight Path,
while a body of around eighty kilograms roams in the
markets, doing acts of those on whom is (Your) anger and
those who are astray. Effort and Dua should go in the same
direction. Allah has promised: {d: ;&5dwiias ;i) And those
who strive for Our sake, We shall surely lead them Our ways.
Start walking, the way will open up for you. If the efforts
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are according to our Duas, then this will surely have
positive effects.

On the day of Judgement, shall Allah’s dealings be
based on kindness or on justice?

On the Day of Judgement, shall Allah deal with His
Creatures on basis of kindness or justice? Shall He treat us
according to the well-established rules, or shall He
consider His link with us? Shall He deal with us according
to the law or with mercy? If a Muslim is dealt with in
justice, then he shall be sent to Hell for a while, depending
on the sins he has committed, so that he may be purified
from his sins. And if he is dealt with on basis of kindness
and mercy, he shall be admitted into Paradise rightaway. If
we shall be judged on basis of justice, then we ought to
increase our good deeds. Fear results from justice, while
hope results from mercy. Fear however should not be so
overwhelming as to destroy us. Nor should our hopes be
so strong as to embolden us to commit sins. True faith lies
between both states:

RESTHE R Ionetclta]
A secret exposed

Not many people expose their secrets, and that is good.
However we dare to expose a secret to the whole world,
without any exemption, without any concern, and that is:

If the people develop to traits then the Creator of the
Universe has promised them not to destroy them but to
protect and safe their population. One such trait is the
concern that one day we will have to stand in front of Allah

Most High, and the other is fear of the consequences of bad
deeds we were threatened with. In the Holy Qur’an comes:

»
ﬁ‘ ,”,

w358 50 S 5 fagka e s S5

The word s hints at sph €255 In order to develop
concern for the Hereafter in the people, one needs to move
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around and make abundant mention thereof all over the
world - until the people start worrying for their Hereafter,
and move from the path to destruction towards the path of
peace and security.

The governments of this world do not have the means
to provide peace and comfort

It seems like all judicial decisions, organisations,
departments, and schemes meant to establish worldwide
peace have failed to achieve their goal. All governments of
this world are in an odd, highly concerning situation
because they do not have the means to provide the people
with comfort and peace. This is why the people’s lives,
belongings and honour are not safe. But the Muslim
Ummah needs not to be dejected. Our beloved Prophet
Muhammad £ has presented the world with a solution
to all its problems in the shape of his own blessed life. If
the governments of this world adopt his ways, they will be
able to provide the people with peace and security. We
need to call the people to accept the pure teachings
brought by Sayyiduna Muhammad £&# This is where the
world can finally find peace and everlasting happiness.

Hell is a kind of hospital for the believers

Paradise is the actual abode of the believers. Hell is a kind
of hospital or clinic for them. Paradise is a place of purity, all
of its residences are absolutely pure. Allah Most High says in
the Holy Qur'an: i jst.as. The women of Paradise are also
pure: iG55, The drinks of Paradise are pure, as well: i3 ;..
Hell is meant to clean the believers from the filth of sins.
Once they are purified, they can go to Paradise. Then shall be
said to them: juswfiliza. But the treatment in Hell is a very
tough one. That is why Allah Most High has apprised us of
ways to purify ourselves already in this worldly life in order
to avoid the treatment in Hell:

1. Doing good deeds annuls evil deeds.
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2. Putting up patiently with illness and other troubles
causes leads to forgiveness of sins.

3. Repentance is a means of forgiveness.

However, not even Hell can treat such incurable
ailments as infidelity and polytheism. If a polytheist
worshipped idols for eighty years, but then repents
sincerely in his earthly life, then he will be forgiven. True
repentance has got four conditions:

1. Regretting one’s sins

2. A firm resolve not to commit that sin again

3. Trying to make up for one’s sins

4. Not committing any sin at the time of repentance.

But in order to acquire such virtues in one’s earthly
life, one needs a suitable environment, and such
environment can come from calling others to Allah.

The best way of bidding good and forbidding evil

The best way of bidding good and forbidding evil is
through maintaining relations of love and impeccable
morality with others. A good moral character has got an
incredible impact on others. In the early days of Islam,
prior to the Truce of Hudaibiyah, when there was discord
and strife between the people, only around 1500 people
had accepted Islam, and that although the mission was on
for the past nineteen years. However, from the Truce of
Hudaibiyah till the Conquest of Makkah, ina short span of
merely two years, around 10,000 people had accepted
Islam. And after just one more year, on the occasion of the
Expedition to Tabuk, the Muslims numbered around
30,000. Then, yet another year later, during the Farewell
Pilgrimage, the Muslims numbered around 125,000. The
reason for this is that there were mutual relations of love
and kindness. The Non-Muslings had a chance to witness
the Muslims’ immaculate character. But condition here is
sincerity. One's/loveand tehavious should not be merely a
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show lest the people feel put off, and one causes harm
instead of doing good.

Every human needs to pass through four stages

Every human being needs to pass through four stages.
The first is his mother’s belly. This is the place where he
develops into a human being. At this stage, he has got no
say whatsoever. The second stage is the back of the earth.
Here he has got some kind of influence. It is up to him
whether he becomes a good or an evil human being. The
third stage is the belly of the earth, that is his grave. And the
fourth is that of Judgement Day. On this day, the first and
the last generations, all shall be gathered - Indeed, Allah shall
gather all mankind on a Day (regarding the coming of which)
_ there is no doubt. Verily, Allah does not go against His promise.
Every person shall be dealt with according to his qualities.
Groups of rebels and disobedient ones shall be driven to
Hell - and those who disbelieved shall be driven towards hell in
troops. While groups of righteous shall be taken towards
Paradise - and those who feared their Lord shall be taken towards
Paradise in troops. Whatever shall take place thereafter is
beyond what the human mind can comprehend, but it is not
against reason. Just as two hundred years ago there were
many things beyond what the human mind could
comprehend at that time, but which are perfectly
comprehensible right now, there are many things that shall
be understood only after death. However, the prophets told
us about those things, as they were revealed to them from
Allah - The Creator of the Universe. These all are realities
that are far above any kind of doubt.

The power of faith |

Let faith in Allah be such that you do not have faith in
anyone else. Through this power of faith your prayers, Dua,
and all other good deeds shall rise to the sky. A rocket to be
sent to the moon is fitted with a powerful engine, only then
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it-can-go, Similarly; our-good .deeds need.an extremely
powerful engine, and that is the powen@fiapﬂm ERSTESY NS
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190 BN S sarelbssh s And glve glad udmgs to the
“ " believers that they shalI g’et a tremendOus boon
from A'ﬂah ’ _ -

o 10. l" 2 jJ\ ,.:.13.,.... c....un |,L.25 |,...¢ uigjl &L Indeed-,. those who

. believe -and do good, the Beneficent shall love
-them. - e

Allah is with those who have the followmg
characteristics

1. {,. FEEE] .u}Venly, Allah is W1th those who are
- patient.

2. {eidsiin}Verily Allah is W1th those who do good.

3. {,...n X &}Verily Allah is W1th those who are
consc1ous of AIlah g

How a European man was satzsfactordy answered

~ Once, a man from Europe came to see my father. He
| sald ‘I have got a few questions, I hope you will not mind if
I ask them. My father told him that he need not feel shy,
and that he can ask whatever he wanted to know. He said:
‘The Torah, the Psalms and the Bible were sent down
~according to the circumstances prevalent at that time. The
 Qur’an, too, was sent down at a time when people travelled
on camels and fought with swords. Now is the age of
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rockets and automats. Hence, there should be a modern
book other than that brought by Muhammad £2% Or if you
want to put it this way, it was because the Torah alone did
not suffice to fulfil the demands of the time, hence the
Psalms were revealed. The Psalms then fulfilled those
demands. After a while, the Psalms alone were no longer
sufficient, so the Bible was revealed, and then finally, the
Qur'an was revealed to make up for any insufficiencies in
the Bible. But it seems like this is not enough to fulfil the
needs of this age, hence there should be a modern book. Or,
as per you belief, Allah has sent down the Holy Qur’an to
be valid till the Day of Judgement. If that is so, why did He
not sent down the Qur'an right in the beginning?” That
European had put one question in several ways and wanted
an answer. My father asked him: ‘What is your age?” He
said: ‘I am thirty years old.” He said: “You are at the height
of your youth. Your height shall now neither increase nor
decrease. This is why you shall continue to wear one size for
the remainder of your life. When you were just one year
old, your mother gave you very small clothes to wear.
When you were five years old, she gave you some bigger
clothes to wear, and thus, as your age increased, the size of
your clothes increased, too. This continued till you reached
your present age and size. Now no one shall ask you why
you do not wear any longer the clothes you had worn when
you were one year or two years old. Even you yourself
know that you have outgrown those clothes since long. As
long as you were a child, you continued to grow, but as
soon as you reached the height of your youth, you also
reached your final height. Your height shall be the same
until the day you die. Allah Most High is All-Knowing, All-
Wise. Whatever He did, does or will do, is full of Wisdom, it
is not possible for Him to make a mistake. However, it is the
understanding of people that is faulty - not everyone can
understand the wisdom behind His doings.
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Sayyiduna Adam .« was the very first of all
prophets. This was so to say the infancy stage of mankind.
Regulations were sent accordingly. Then came Sayyiduna
Nuh 4k, Mankind had developed a little, and new rules
and regulations were sent according to this developmental
stage. With the revelation of the Torah, the Psalms and the
Bible some further amendments were made in the
secondary principles, keeping in view the developmental
stages of mankind. Then finally, Sayyiduna Muhammad
£9% was sent as a prophet. This was at a time when
mankind had reached the peak, the youth of its
development. The teachings the Noble Qur’an contains are
in primary matters not at all different from the teachings
brought by the former prophets, like for example the
Oneness of God, Messengership, Belief in the Hereafter,
and so on. But there were some amendments in secondary
matters, in rules and regulations, and these amendments
shall now suffice mankind till the Day of Judgement. This
is why Sayyiduna Muhammad’s prophethood was given
the stamp of ‘Seal of Prophethood’ and ‘Mercy for the
Worlds'. Along with that, the Holy Qur’an proclaimed:

’ s -
(G A8 207 s iKele dadfsale KIS s

“Today I have pet:fected your religion for you and
completed My favours upon you and I am pleased
with Islam as religion for you.’

Hence there can be no other prophet after Sayyiduna
Muhammad £&% The teachings he brought shall be valid
until the Day of Judgement, and these teachings shall be a
source of mercy and blessings for the whole world.

After listening to my respected father’s explanation,
the European man put his next question: ‘When the
coming of prophets is a matter of mercy, and their not
coming a matter of distress, then why is so much virtue
attached to being ‘the Seal ofiProphethood 2If one accepts
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him as “The Seal of Prophethood’, how can he be a ‘Mercy
for the Worlds'? And if one accepts him as ‘Mercy for the
Worlds’, how can he be the ‘Seal of Prophethood’?

My respected father said: ‘Indeed, Sayyiduna
Muhammad’s commission set an end to the chain of
prophets, but his coming has not set an end to the work of
the prophets. Rather, he entrusted his Ummah to carry on
the prophetic mission in a certain manner, SO that all
members of this Ummah can continue to benefit from the
spiritual light and the blessings of the prophets, under the
seal of the last of all prophets. This is why Allah Most
High, after mentioning the prophets alaihimussalam, said:

R ARV oW
‘O Muhammad (%), they all (i.e. the prophets) are
those who Allah has guided, so follow their guidance.’

The Ummah is bound to follow the same injunctions as
the Noble Prophet £8t provided the injunction was not
meant to be peculiar to him. The Ummah of Sayyiduna
Muhammad ¥ follows the guidance of all the prophets,
according to the way laid down by Sayyiduna Muhammad
%0 He %% carried on the mission of all former prophets,
and he moreover prepared people to carry the mission on
also in future. By following him, the Ummah shall follow
Allah'’s true religion. They shall endeavour to bring others
to act according to the injunctions of Islam, and they, too,
shall prepare people to spread the light of Islam all over the
world, and to keep the Islamic spirit alive till the Day of
Judgement. Amongst the former prophets, Sayyiduna
Ismail ;.14 was sent to the people of his house. So, if the
people of this Ummah make sure to call their family
members to Allah, they too, can obtain a part of Sayyiduna
Ismail’s 40 light, along w_ith?the confirmatory stamp of
being a ‘Muhammadi’, Sayyiduna Nuh, Sayyiduna Hud, and



Scattered Pearlsvol8 — oo TGS 13 |

Sayyiduna Salih alaihimussalam were sent to their respective
nations. If people of this Ummah call their nations to Allah,
they too, can obtain a part of the light of those prophets,
along with the confirmatory stamp of being a ‘Muhammadi'.
Sayyiduna Shuaib .« had been sent to the traders.
Thirteen prophets of the people of Saba (Sheba) had been
sent to the landowners and farmers there. If people of this
Ummah make it a point to call these strata to Allah, they
too, can obtain a part of the light of those prophets, along
with the confirmatory stamp of being a ‘Muhammadi’.
Sayyiduna Musa ».» . was sent to the government of a
nation. If people of this Ummah make it a point to call their
respective governments to Islam, then they too, can obtain a
part of Sayyiduna Musa’s s« light, along with the
confirmatory stamp of being a ‘Muhammadi’. Hence, his
being the ‘Seal of Prophethood’ and the ‘Mercy for the
Worlds’, is not only a matter of honour, but also a source of
Divine Mercy and Blessing. And this, in turn, is a point of
distinction for this Ummah, and a matter of pride. Other
than that, the ways taught by Sayyiduna Muhammad i
are even in this age a means of peace and security, provided
Dawah (invitation to accept Islam) is done according to the
prophetic method. All the distress and anxieties that are so
common nowadays are the fruit of this modern age. The
‘modern’ ways of establishing peace have all failed badly.

After listening to my father, that European man said:
‘No one has been able to satisfy me in this regard- till
today. You however, have given me a completely
satisfactory reply. And I now accept that Sayyiduna
Muhammad #%% is indeed the ‘Seal of Prophets’ and
‘Mercy for the Worlds’. Now I just want to know one more
thing, is there any living example of how Sayyiduna
Muhammad’s £ teachings can be a source of peace?” My
father replied: ‘Everywhere in the world where people call
others to Allah - according to the prophetic method-
hundreds of people have found peace.in their lives. They
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maintain bonds of mutual love and affection with one
another. Let me tell you just one incident of one Jama'ah
" that had gone to Africa a while ago...” then he told him
about this group. |

Some interesting details about astronomy

Who does not know how important it is to know when
the sun rises and sets in order to be able to offer prayers on
time. My respected father was a great expert in calculating
the timings of sunrise, high noon and sunset. It would
pose no difficulty for him to calculate those timings of
different areas, and that although interest in this field has
become a rarity nowadays. There was hardly any
deviation between his calculations and those done in Saudi
Arabia. He had his calculations attested by other experts in
this field. It is a well-known fact that there is a very minor
difference between the prayer timings of both Holy Cities,
which could mean mistakes regarding the offering of the
prayer. In order to correct this situation, he visited the
Imam of the Holy Ka’bah, Shaikh Abdullah bin Subayyil,
and humbly requested him to consider the issue of prayer-
timings. However, the adjusting the timings was not in
Shaikh Subayyil’s circle of influence. He could not do
anything without involving other experts in this field...
However, he kept working in ‘this regard. Finally, the
matter was brought to the notice of the relevant
authorities, and after due. consideration, the experts there

corrected the error, ‘and the timings were read]usted -
Allah be pralsed'

Similarly my father had a great concern to ensure that
wherever Muslims live in the world, they would know
exactly about the commencement of Ramadhan, about the
advent of Eidul Fitr and Eidul Adha, and so forth.
Obviously, this all depends on the sighting of the moon,
and the confirmation of sighting™of the moon is, according
to the textual sources of the Holy Shariah, based on
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testimony. Negligence in matters of testimony can cause
quite some confusion among the Muslims, and that is what
had happened a number of times. This is why my father
and those who were attached to him were very cautious
with regard to testimony. Especially when the new moon
happens to be in the proximity of the sun, one needs to be
cautious to the extreme. It has been said that during the
last few days of a month, the moon is extremely close to
the sun, which cause the moon to become completely
invisible for a few minutes. Then it seems as though the
moon would drift away from the sun. After this initial
drifting away, expert astronomers hold that it takes 17 to
22 hours till the new moon can be sighted ‘again.

Expert astronomers hold that it is not possible to
actually sight the new moon on the day of its appearance.
Hence, it is extremely important to practice utmost caution
regarding the acceptance of testimony in this regard, to
make sure that there remains not the least bit of doubt. My
father has, through his writings and speeches, reminded
some of those scholars who are interested in this field, to
be particularly careful in this regard

My respected father once wrote to Maulana Burhanuddm
that the issue of testimony is one that is absolutely and beyond
any doubt proved from the textual sources of the Holy
Shariah, and on this basis one ought to accept the verdicts
given by the honourable scholars in this regard, even if these
- appear to go against expectancy. However, this much ought to
be said, that it is not correct to completely neglect expectancy
and probability, as it is commonly done nowadays. In the
Holy Qur'an has been stated:

i3l dif

It is vital to focus on this irrefutable textual matter (Nass
Qata’i), to create awareness regarding its importance and to
develop relevant fighi (Islamic jurisprudent) standards.
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It was my respected father's ardent desire that those in
charge of accepting evidence regarding the sighting of the
moon, should have sufficient knowledge regarding the timings
on which it would be practically possible to sight the moon; so
as to combine the fighi (Islamic jurisprudent) injunctions of
evidence regarding the sighting of the new moon, and
astronomical standards of probability in this regard.

In this letter, he also wrote that there should be an easy
to comprehend book or treatise that mentions possible
dates, on which the new moon might be sighted, and that it
should contain this data for all countries of the world. This
book should also mention when the moon is near the sun;
and the exact date of appearance of the new moon; and that
this material should then be propagated among the relevant
authorities, so that they refrain from accepting testimony on
days on which it is impossible to sight the new moon.

How very much concerned he was in this regard can
be guessed from a letter he had written to a Malay
professor, Dr. Muhammad Ilyas. He wrote: ‘1 am very
upset regarding this matter. This year, people in Britain,
Delhi and in the United States sighted the new moon when
it was barely seven, eight hours old. And in Delhi,
testimony was obtained even before the new moon. Some
scholars hold the view that the new moon can be sighted
only after it is 20 to 24 hours old, to be incorrect, whereas
experts in the field of astronomy say that this is true
beyond any doubt. Now there are two options. Either there
is something wrong with the astronomers’ calculation, or
our scholars made a mistake when accepting testimony.’
He further wrote in the same letter: ‘I would like to get a
book containing the new moon data of sixty years that I
have got, and the treatise by Maulana Burhanuddin. Then
there should be some easy-to-understand rules: (1) How
old needs the new moon to be*before it can be seen. (2)
How long after the setting of the sun does it take till the
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moon can be seen? How do the degree of latitude and
longitude affect these timings? How do the seasons affect
the sighting of the moon?

- I think if these two things are getting under control,
then our task becomes easier. There are still many other
points to consider, but these are the most important ones.
If you would like to add something else, you are most
‘welcome to do so.

Another thing is that it is possible to compile a
perpetual almanac for the sun, but it is not possible to do
so for the moon. One needs to prepare a new almanac
every year. Is this correct? Although the book shall contain
the moon data for sixty years, it would still be better if the
people enquire the data for sunset and moonset from their
local observatory. Do you think that anything else should
be added? The book should not be technical, but you can
make references to other, more detailed works.

Since the beginning of Ramadhan, the two Eids and
during Hajj the Day of Arafah, etc. are all related to
testimony regarding the sighting of the moon, my father
took great pains to collect the relevant data. He used all
means at his disposal, even browsed magazines and
newspapers for this purpose. Maulana Burhanuddin cited
the data my respected father had collected for the new
moon of Shawwal 1407 as follows:

Shawwal 1407 :

27.05.1987 15:13 (03:13 pm) GMT, Wednesday
27.05.1987 20:43 (08:43 pm) Indian time
Sunset in Delhi: 19:11 (07:11 pm)

Moonset in Delhi:  19:11 (07:11 pm)

From this one examp'le.you can guess how much effort
he must have put in compiling the data of sixty years.
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My father saw the Noble Prophet £ several times in
his dream |

My father had the honour of seeing the Noble Prophet
%% 2 number of times in his dream. He saw that all those
who work for the uphold of Islam were given glad tidings
regarding their efforts, especially those who work for
Dawah. Through those dreams it also appeared that the
Noble Prophet £ had a special interest in this activity.
My father saw such dreams on diverse occasions. Apart
from that, there were other people who shared these
dreams with him, i.e. who were with him during those
dreams and who hence saw the same dreams. However,
below follow only those dreams which my respected
father had seen and recorded by himself. These dreams
show how much my respected father had loved the
Messenger of Allah £t and how much importance he had
given to the work of Dawah (Invitation to accept Islam).

The first dream: This dream was seen on Sunday, 22
Rabiul Awwal 1400 (10t February 1977), around midnight
in Dhaka, Kokarail. I saw myself looking for the
Messenger of Allah ¥8% A large group of people is going
somewhere. At another place, a handful of people is
standing, with the Messenger of Allah €% in their midst. I
went to him, greeted him with Salam, shook hands with
him and asked him about Paradise. He £ said: “You will
go there, in sha Allah. It is a very delightful place.” I
further said: ‘Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Muhammad
Zakanyyah and Hazrat Jee, both wish to say Salam to
you.” The Messenger of Allah 3 accepted their Salam. He
further said: ‘Shaikhul Hadith is bedazzling the eyes.” That
means, he is so full of celestial radiance. The word in the
dream was ‘Chaka Choond’, the meaning of these words
were felt by the heart. Then I woke up.

The second dream: This dream was seen in Zul Hijjah
1397 (9t December 1974) I slept in Hazrat Jee's residence. I -
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saw several people in my dream. I asked one youth:
‘Where is the Messenger of Allah?’ He gestured towards
one room and said: “There.” I went to that room and it was
full of pious people. At one side, there was Ibrahim Abdul
Jabbar. I did not have a proper look at the other ones. The
Messenger of Allah ¥%% was sitting on a bed. When 1
wanted to shake hands with him, he said: ‘Wait a little’
and came down from the bed. After shaking hands with
me, he sat again on the bed, with his legs stretched out. I
kissed his blessed feet, and he did not stop me from doing
so. Then I wanted to talk to him, but he was conversing
with someone else. After he had finished his talk, he
turned to me and said: ‘Maulwi Sahib, we are on a
mission, and we want you to join us.” I asked: ‘When?’ He
¥4 replied: “Tomorrow.’ I asked: ‘Where?’ He 3% replied:
‘In the Haram (i.e. that of Madinah).’ I asked: ‘At which
time?’ He #8% replied: ‘Whenever you like.” I then wanted
to ask about Shaikhul Hadith and Hazrat jee, but the
dream had come to an end.

The third dream: Seen in the year 1389, in Sarae, a village
near Jawalapur. I slept there somevrhere when I saw a
large gathering, in which the Noble Prophet ¥%% happened
to be. I went there and shook hands with him. I wanted to
talk to him about Shaikhul Hadith, about the arrangements
made by him, but before I could say something, the
Messenger of Allah #8 said that why do some people say
about Tabligh and people working for Tabligh that
nothing is being done? It is being said that rather one
should say: we are not able to do anythifg. This is
humility, but not to the limit of ungratefulness. He
repeated this statement five or ten times. I then had no
more time to say anything about Shaikhul Hadith as I
awoke. I cannot duly express the scene - how much
concerned he & looked when he spoke those words.
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The fourth dream: Seen on the last day of the Panoli
Jjtama. After Fayr, I.fell asleep. In my. dream, I saw the
Noble Prophet £&t Near him, a man sat on a chair. ] asked
that man: “Who is this? He said: ‘He is the Messenget of
Allah #9%’ Then I said -to him: 3% directly: ‘] haven't
recognized you..! He ¥ said: ‘I am the Messenger of
Allah/ I'said: ‘Even if yowhad not said: this,i- would have
believed you, because of the Hadith in which you'said that
the:devil cannot-adopt Your shapel: Then:1 shook hands
with: him and hugged- him.. At first, he: lecked abit like
Hazrat Shaikh, but-afterwards his ‘appearance changed.
The-latter appearance’ thén femained:to: the end {of ‘the
dream):He asked'me: ‘Has Hazrat gone to Delhi?".1 -said:
‘Yes.He then asked: ‘Will Hagrat travel tomorrow?" Fizst I
teplied 4yes’, but then I said: ‘No, he will stay for a.couple
of days.’ While replying I realized that the Messenger of
Allah.: 8% had referred. to the journey to Madinak
Munawwarah. I said: ‘Well, this too, will still take some
days. The Messenger of Allah #34 said: ‘Very well.” Then
he said many other things and encouraged me in matters
of Tabligh. I said: ‘Hazrat, the Ummat is very upset.” He
said: ‘The people of Tabligh themselves are exerting
themselves.’ I asked: ‘Do their efforts make you happy?
He said: “Yes, I am very happy.’ I said: ‘Is there anything
{'épe'évi'al that you would like to tell the people of Tabligh?”
He said: ‘The people of Tabligh are doing Mujahadah.
They ‘are exerting themselves. There are two things I
would like to say with emphasis: one is that these efforts
should be free of any personal interests. These efforts
should be solely for the pleasure of Allah. The second is
that they should be exclusive. That means, they should not
be distracted by other concerns and activities. They should
use all their energy for this purpose. This is where the
solution to the problems of all mankind lies. I said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah (£2)! You said in this dream exactly
what was said in the Holy Quran and in the Ahadith, in a
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state:.of -wakefulness...If: you, had said -anything. - else, we
might have to fifvd:an interpretation.’ 1 had fallen asleep
;after- Fajr. Some ‘people from;abroad had .come to talk to
e, MaulwidNfuba said: ‘I:shalllawake yau at seven thirty: 1
olds himi Listen; Mihrab Sahib had ordered-us: to‘come: to
ithie: gdtheringat:eighti oicleck: Thisi'will!'be difficalt to
‘manage;: Better:gathér theé pebple right after-Fajr. T will ;get
& little break of ten; fifteenviminutes '‘ine which' can: sleep.
~ yJubt:wake mietup. when it is:time. No:need to:be formal..I
ithus; hadgonmeétto sleep. with these twio/coricerns -on''my
«nind, thoping that{Allah will:get: them both done, 0 that
my? talk: will::be{-concluded:: before Hazrat ~reaches: the
rgdthering. Before going to sleep; 'had ‘asked Hazrat what:I
-ghoiild tell: thet!gathering:iHe 'said: " Falkiito them: about
Isimcerity -and being: focused.’:I thus imadeian:ihtentiory for
imy speechiand went to:bléepdiIn: mydréam, I saw ‘the
MNoble Prophet #¥% and: he had-explained exactly the same
points that Hazrat had told ‘me. 1 said ‘to- him:- ‘O
Messenger of Allah! I had the good fortune of shaking
s W1th you and embracmg you ) when we met, but I do

ISR AR IR
nc();t know if I shal] gJet another chance, so please let me

s ake Tladds w1th you and embrace you one, more time,
lease, Ieé me klsé our forehead as well ‘When the
rEI 1E’Pro imd{, granted me. permlssmn, I shook
“%}ds wi 1m, and embraced him for very long. Finally,
f sal(qul\xlgyvil ‘?ss your forehead!” I lowered my
head ,embarra\}ss.fhent but he ﬁ’:@ hfted it and klssed me
on my “forehead. Then he kissed me on my hps and blew
over my lips. I have a habit of leavmg my mouth a bit
‘opén. He' #94 said: “Open your miouth & bit miore, so that
‘my saliva inay reack your tongue. He ¥ kept reciting
sorething dnd' ‘blew into riy mouth, and 1 felt how his
blessed saliva téached the innér part of my hps, and‘ my

tonigeé; Then'h é‘leﬁ and ¥ Woke up.

! ;}51 | PR YTV

1got some paper to write down thlS dream, SO that I w1],l
'riot forget it. In the meantime, Maulwi Musa carie and said:
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‘T was afraid of awakening you, but it was unavoidable. I
gathered all my courage and entered the room with the
intention that you will be pleased to be awoken, as you
were to be awoken for the sake of religion. With this
thought, I opened the door.” I saw this very special dream of
mine during that little bit hesitation on part of Maulwi
Musa. The time he took to decide whether to awaken me,
was enough for my dream to be completed. Then I went to
address the people, without having taken Wudhu
(ablution). This was against my habit, for otherwise I give a
speech only after having taken Wudhu. However, since
there was not much time, I had to go without Wudhu. After
having addressed the people, and before going to the big
gathering, 1 felt the need to relieve myself. After fulfilling
this need, I took Wudhu. Then I had a light breakfast and
left - and Alhamdulillah! I had said whatever I had
intended to say before Hazrat's arrival. Then Hazrat came,
gave his speech, and concluded with Dua.

In my dream, the Messenger of Allah €8¢ had
mentioned many details. He asked me many questions
regarding our work and I kept answering him.
Alhamdulillah! He was pleased with whatever answer I
had given him. There was not a single second of
unpleasantness in this dream. In my dream I felt as though
the Messenger of Allah $%% had a keen interest in Tabligh.
The way he questioned me was that of an in-charge who
asks his subordinate about his work. I wrote whatever I
remembered of this dream.

The fifth dream: 17t June 1972 (1392 A.H), after Fajr, in
Lanka. I saw that there was an Ijtama’. One of our people
was talking. In one room, there was Hazrat, and in another
room, on the head-end of a bed, sat Maulana Manzoor
Ahmad Nomani, while Maulana Habibullah Palanpuri
(who had authored ‘Harkat-e*Afaq’ and ‘Soor-e-Israfil’)
was sitting on the lower end. I went to meet them both.
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Maulana Habibullah said: ‘In this Arabic verse is a
grammatical mistake.” Maulana Manzoor Ahmad Nomani
replied: ‘One should not mind such minor matters. Rather .
focus on the content.” I said to Maulana Manzoor Ahmad:
‘I know about that mistake.” The Messenger of Allah %
also happened to be there, but sometimes he was with
Hazrat, and sometimes he would attend the gathering. I
was eager to get everything related to Tabligh alright
before going to him, so that he would not be displeased.
However, I could not reach him, and I saw myself waking
up from my dream. In fact, I dreamt that I had seen a
dream... I told Hazrat all about it, also that I was not able
to meet him #¥% but that it was as though he had cast
some things into my heart. These I told Hazrat. One was
that this journey is blessed, and that it shall be accepted by
Allah, and that it shall be a means of acquiring Allah’s
love. Another thing was that because of the efforts that are
undertaken regarding the broad public, the special people
of this Ummah are getting like the public, too. (This was
meant to be said in praise). The third thing was that
Tabligh in India is satisfactory. I asked: ‘And what about
Pakistan? In my dream I felt as though I got the reply that
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Bangladesh, all are parts of
India, and that this differentiation was made by the
enemies. After I had told all this to Hazrat, he said: ‘Do not
shove the people who want to help you away. Your
guards, too, should be careful. You shall have many
people to help you. I said: “‘Now I shall go to sleep so that I
may see him £8%, and convey anything on behalf of Hazrat
Shaikh, or convey anything tc you, or at least, just see him
£8% Then I fell asleep in my drcam, but I couldn’t see him.
Then I really woke up.

Note: There are many other dreams as well, which shall be
mentioned in the forthcoming volumes.
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A dream seen before my father’s burial

Before my father’s burial, a scholar who also happened
to be Imam in any mosque in Delhi, had seen the following
dream. He said that he saw some very handsome people,
people who actually shone with beauty and radiance,
going somewhere. In their hands, they carried something
strange. I felt that these must be angels. I heard a voice:
This is a bedding that was brought from the Noble
Prophet’s $8# final resting place. It shall be spread in the
.grave of the late Maulana. In the dream, that person
thought: ‘What is then in the Noble Prophet’s £8% grave?’
In reply, he was told that a new bedding was brought for
him from Paradise.

Maulana Abdul Mannan, a famous scholar residing in
Madinah Munawwarah, related the following dream, that
he had seen a large gathering in which the Noble Prophet
&8¢ was present, as well as all the companions. He also
saw that my respected father came walking towards the
gathering. The Messenger of Allah 2% gave him a warm
welcome, and presented him with a set of clothing. While
giving him the dress, he said: ‘Here, put this on. You have
come from very far. You must be tired. Take some rest. My
companions and I myself liked your speeches very much.’
The petson who saw this dream further said: ‘Right then
came Shaykhul Hadith, Maulana Zakariyya. Alas! I could
not reach his station. His being was all human perfection,
blessings and goodness. He had seen the Messenger of
Allah #%t a number of times in his dream, and got many
wonderful things to know.

My respected father said that once in 1977, in Makkah,
he saw the Noble Prophet £¥% in his dream. The
Messenger of Allah £8% said to him: ‘Umar! Open your
mouth.” Then he kept his sa@va in his mouth, until it
trickled down from his mouth. He said: “Umar! Are you
satisfied?” My, father. saids Y&s, I am satisfied.” Once my
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father was ill. In his dream he saw the Messenger of Allah
%% who said to him: ‘Umar, I have come all the way from
Madinah to enquire about your health.’

After his death, countless letters of condolence from all
over the world came in. Everyone expressed his regret at
this tremendous loss, everyone said that this was a void
that could not be filled. tvery magazine and periodical
mentioned my father’s praiseworthy traits. The people of
“this world lost a perfect human being - a saintly person of
the highest calibre.

He was unique in all of his attributes. His being
illuminates all fields of religion. He was the pride of
scholars and the adornment of our Madaris. Fervent lovers
" of Allah and His Messenger £%% surrounded him and his
gatherings reverberated with loving mention of the
Almighty and the Noble Prophet ¥%f What a great
- personality was laid today to eternal rest ... He was an
embodiment of truthfulness, virtue, purity, firmness of
purpos2 and faith. May he be blessed with the choiciest
delights of Paradise, and may Allah recover this
tremendous loss to us in the best of manners, and may He
grant us the strength to emulate his ways. Ameen
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My father’s first Chilla

After Maulana Ilyas Sahib ., his worthy son Maulana
Yusuf ai«., endowed himself fully to the cause of spreading
Islam all over the world. First of all, he dispatched groups of
pedestrians to major cities all over India. One group went
from Delhi to Calcutta, one went from Delhi to Mumbai, the
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third went from Delhi to Peshawar, the fourth went from
Delhi to Karachi... Those groups of pedestrians had crossed
forests, wildernesses, mountains and all kinds of difficult
terrain. They had exerted themselves to the extreme to carry
the message of Islam from city to city, from village to
village. Because of these efforts, the calls to Allah began to
reverberate all over India.

Apart from that, the blessed land of Hijaz appeared to
be the most appropriate place for this kind of work. In the
year 1946, Maulana Ubaidullah ralumatullahi alahi took the
first Jamaat to Hijaz. Maulana Saeced Khan & ., and Muft
Zainul Abideen ., took the second Jamaat there in the
year 1947. They had done a lot of hard work there. They
put up patiently with the difficulties the government had
caused for them and did their work secretly and sensibly
in private homes and some other particular places. Other
than that, pilgrims from Mumbai arrived in Hijaz, too. In
1948 a group from Delhi was dispatched to work in the
city and among the pilgrims. Munshi Anees, Maulwi
Musa, Maulwi Hikmatullah, Qari Salman Nangalwala, Mr.
Iftikhar Fareedi and many others were in this group.
Through them, the work began in Mumbai. Sometimes
groups were sent for one day, sometimes they were sent
for three days. Among them were Haji Alauddin, Haji
Abdur Raheem Jabbari Hotelwala and others. This
continued till the return of the pilgrims. On this occasion
an Jjtama was held in a communal centre in Ghoghari.
Maulana Imran Khan addressed the gathering and one
group that was to go for forty days, was prepared. This
was the first group that was to go from Mumbai to Delhi.
My respected father & «., happened to be in this group.
This was towards the end of 1948 and the beginning of
1949. Haji Alauddin, Haji Abdur Raheem Jabbari
Hotelwala, Haji Naseeruddin. arrd others were with him.
The group first went to Anand, then Ahmadabad, then
Seedhpur, then Chhapi, and Palanpur! At each place, they
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worked for one or two days. Then finally they arrived in
Nizamuddin, Delhi. There they worked for a couple of
days and then the group went onwards to Calcutta. My
respected father & 4., returned from.Saharanpur to the
centre in Delhi, as he had ihtended for three Chillas. He
was then sent with a group to Meewat. After a while,
during those three Chillas, he began to suffer frqm mental
exhaustion. That is why he was sent back to his hometown
Ghataman. In Palanpur, he consulted Maulana
Muhammad Nazeer, an expert physician. The medicine he
got had effect, and he recovered in a couple of days. Back
- in Mumbai, he got engaged with his studies. It was during
this journey that he pledged allegiance to Hazrat Maulana
Yusuf w., After that, he coupled his studies with Chillas
of ten or twenty days. until, in the vear 1955, a group from
Delhi arrived in Mumbai. He volunteered for a period of
four months. (It was with regard to those four months that
" he had once said: "My four months are not over yet, and
may Allah never let them be over) When he reached
Nizamuddin, Dclhi, the period was over and one year of
his studies was still left. Hazrat advised him to complete
his studies. He got ohce more admitted to Darul Uloom
Deoband. After completing his studies in 1956, he returned
to Nizamuddin, Delhi.

It was as thcugh Allah Most High had inspired Hazrat
Maulana Yusuf & ., with ever new ways of managing,
increasing and improving the work. And, to the extent of
his endeavour, he was provided with people to carry out
the work. His concern for Europe was similar to his
concern for Hijaz. But in order to work in Europe, he
needed people who spoke English. That is why he deemed

it appropriate to involve the teachers and students of
 Aligarh University in the cause. He sworked in this
direction and also prepared an Ijtama for this purpose. It
was during those days that my father, after having
completed his stugdies, thad anivied in-Nizamuddin, Delhi.
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He was first sent to Khorja and Aligarh. Right from the
beginning, Allah Most High had endowed him with
sincerity, simplicity, and eagerness to work for this cause
and the ability to bear all sorts of difficulties. Thus, he put
in all his effort for this cause. The last ten days of
Ramadhan, he did I'takaf in the central mosque. Then he
again set out to do his work. He kept working there until
the Jjtama. After the Ijtama, he was sent for a whole year to
Hijaz, according to the mutual counsel of Maulana Yusuf
and Maulana Anamul Hasan . we., This was his first
journey abroad to call others to Allah.

An advice ‘
A person who takes revenge lowers himself to the level of
his enemy. A person who forgives, raises himself over him.

A eulogy to late Maulana Muhammad Umar
Palanpuri i,
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Protection against black magzc

Begin by reciting Durud Shareef (Benediction to the Holy
Prophet Muhammad .is«iea o0) eleven times.

Recite Surah Fatihah three times

Recite the four Qul (i.e. Surah Kafiroon, Surah Ikhlas,
Surah Falaq, Surah Nas) three times

Recite Ayatul Kursi three times.

Recite ,div) toiesiohin.zgs ¥y NiNE HIMeS.

RECIte pkal] s iy - we il o Spmsesloatt three times.
Recite payy - Yook SEVEN tIMeS.

Conclude by reciting Durud Shareef (Benediction to the
Holy Prophet Muhammad wsussi 40) eleven times.

Blow over yourself, over your children and over water.
Drink the water and let your family members drink it, too.

A Taweez (amulet) against all kinds of problems
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Write these Ayat on a piece of paper and seal it. Sew it
into a Taweez and tie it around your neck.

Some more scattered pearls
Backbiting devours good deeds
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Repentance devours sins
Worry devours one’s lifespan
Patience devours affliction
Virtue devours vice

Falsehood devours provision
Anger devours mind
Arrogance devours knowledge
Justice devours oppression

Brave is he who remains patient and steadfast in the face of
affliction, and assists his neighbour at times of difficulty.

Allah Most High is the One to give the best of returns.

He is the best who spends his life without relying upon
anyone to fulfil his needs.

One who tries to defy the laws of nature shall not go
unpunished.

Remembering Allah Most High is the best way to
overcome the fatigue caused by worldly affairs.

A true friend is more worth than diamonds.
‘Mother’ is the most superior of human relations.
The greatest sin is to break someone’s heart.

When befriending someone, look at his character and not
his face.

If you love someone beYond all limits, he will become
proud.

The greatest of all worldly troubles is to have enemies.
Anger is a storm that extinguishes the light of reason.
Progress means to correct one’s mistakes.

Love and enmity never remain concealed.

. < . .
Believing in things unseen is the essence of faith.
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Tyrants have so far not found the chains to tie the minds of
others.

Worldly people run after this world, while the world runs
after people of Allah.

Worry about the Hereafter is the light of the heart.

A person breathes around six thousand and five hundred
times during his sleep at night.

An average human being has got around 35 million pores
through which he sweats.

In South Africa there is a kind of spider that hunts for birds.
An eagle can look for one hour at the sun.

In China there is a flower which is white at night and red
during the day.

Sayyidina Abu Bakr « & 2, used to be called the Khalifa
(Caliph, assistant) of Allah’s Messenger &% while

Sayyidina Umar « & s, was the first to be called the
Commander of the Faithful.

Maulana Umar Palanpuri a., said: Nowadays the ‘Faa’ of

Faqgeer (pauper) stands for ‘Firni (a sweet dish made of
~-milk and rice), the ‘Qaaf’ stands for ‘Qorma’ (a rich, spicy
meat dish), the “Yaa’ stands for ‘Yakhni’ (stock), and the
‘Raa’ stands for ‘Roti’ (bread), whereas in olden days, the
‘Faa’ used to stand for ‘Faqah’ (starvation), the ‘Qaaf’ for
‘Qana’at’ (contentment), the ‘Yaa’ for ‘Yaad-e-Ilahi’ (Divine
Remembrance), and the ‘Raa’ used to stand for ‘Riyadhat’
(spiritual exercises).

He also said: “We have come to think that ‘Ameer means
‘Aamir’ (one who gives orders), although ‘Ameer’ is only he
who keeps himself subject to the Divine Commandments
24 hours a day, and who calls others to follow the Divine
Commandments, with kindness, mercy and affection.’
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Wealth increases the darkness of one’s heart.

If misunderstandings are not removed, they will turn into
hatred.

If you always speak the truth, you will never stand in the
need of taking an oath.

A withered flower might become fresh again during
spring, but nothing can bring back the days bygone.

If you &y to behold Allah with the eyes of your heart, you
will find Him closer than your jugular vein.

O servants of Allah! You are ever eager to get settled in
this world, while the world wishes to throw you out.

If you want to live in peace, then do not make many
promises.

Nothing can be attained without love for learning and
respect for one’s teacher.

Keep yourself busy. You will make mistakes, but mistakes
will become experience, and experience will make you
wise.

When angry, do not say any such thing you might have to
regret afterwards.

Instead of trying to find faults with others, try to find
faults with yourself.

Search out good friends, for they augment a person’s
honour

Never ever desire a thing you know you will not get.

Do not attend any gathering where you might be
disgraced.

Do not Cry over your defeat, for your defeat becomes the
. . *
foundation of your victory.
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Do not trust a person who swears to be your sincere well-
wisher. |

Those who leave today’s work to be done tomorrow do
not think whether they have done today anything that
they might be able to complete tomorrow.

‘Alim’ is a person who fears Allah even when nobody sees
him, who strives to please Allah, and detests all that might
displease Allah. Sayyidina Ibn Mas'ood « & ., said:
‘Talking much is not a sign of knowledge. Knowledge
means to fear Allah often.’

One who talks bad about himself in front of others, has in
fact praised himself, and this is a sign of ostentation.
(Hasan Basri aiae,)

Hakeemul Ummat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi & ., wrote:
There are two such Ayaat (verses) in the Holy Qur’an that if
anyone reads them, he will not become conceited. One is
about knowledge, the other is about deeds. In one, Allah
Most High says to His beloved #&f: ‘And if We wanted to,
We could take from you whatever We have bestowed upon
you (of revelation).” (Surah Bani Isracel, verse 82) And in the
other Ayat Allah Most High says to His beloved #%z: ‘And
had We not made you steadfast, you would definitely
incline to them a little bit." (Surah Bani Israeel, Ayat 74)

In Ikmal usl Sheem comes: ‘Friends, a person who praises
you has in reality praised Allah’s attribute of covering up
His servants’ shortcomings. And indeed, if sins would
stink, then there would be many apparently pious people
emitting such an obnoxious smell that no one would like
to even have a look at them.

Ata bin Rabah 4., often talked under inspiration. He said:
Once Allah said to me: Ata! Tell the people that if there is
some minor trouble regarding their provisions, they
immediately complain to each other about me, but yet,
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when their deeds are presented to me, I do not complain
about them to the angels.

Hafiz Ibn Qayyim .., has mentioned a strange thing. He
said: ‘When committing a sin, do not consider whether it is
a minor or a major sin. Rather consider the status of Him
whose law you are about to break.’

The value of time

Time is inherited by no one.

Time waits for no one.

People say: Time passes... No! We are the ones who pass.
Make it a habit to use your time properly.

Time is life.

72 Signs heralding the Day of Judgement

Salman Pak, which was once upon a time known as
Madain, is around forty miles away from Baghdad. In
spite of heavy bombings, people still live there, even
today. An incident that took place there shall remind the
Muslim Ummah of Allah’s might - until the Day of
Judgement, except of course those who, in spite of having
ears and the power of hearing, lack the will to hear, and
those who, in spite of having eyes and the power to see,
lack the will to see, and those who have are blessed with
an acute mind, lack the will to understand. I wrote this
faith-igniting incident, prompted by an overwhelming
urge to do so, otherwise, who could have the purity of
hands required for writing, the clean radiance of eyes for
reading, and the purity of ears for listening to this
amazing event. Why is that so shall become manifest in the
next few lines.

Madain happens to be the final resting place of
Sayyidina Salman Farsi «. s, one of the Noble Prophet’s
N companions. Near his tomb, there are the tombs of tw
other companions, too, namely Sayyidina Huzaifah bin Al
Yaman and Sayyidina fabir bin Abdullah = & .
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However, their tombs were first situated elsewhere -
around four furlongs away from Sayyidina Salman Farsi’s
«s &l ) tomb, in an uninhabited stretch of land. The place
where these two blessed souls were buried first, was
inundated by underground springs feeding the nearby
Tigris, a fact that troubled the two a lot. Sayyidina
Huzaifah bin Al Yaman «.a .+, appeared to King Faisal (the
First) twice in his dream, requesting him to have their
tombs moved to another place. However, the king failed to
understand the dream. The Grand Mufti of Iraq, Nuri As-
Saeed Pasha had this vision, too. When he mentioned this
to the king, the king said: “You ought to issue a fatwa that
their bodies are to be exhumed and shifted to another
place.” I will make sure that the fatwa is acted upon.” The
royal decree was then published in all Iraqgi newspapers,
and some news agencies even spread this news at
international level. Then, on the appointed day and time
(Monday, 24t Zulhijjah 1410 AH, 1932 C.E.), the tombs
were opened, in the presence of hundreds and thousands
of people. Water had already entered the grave of
Sayyidina Huzaifah bin Al Yaman, and the grave of
Sayyidina Jabir bin Abdullah & s, was damp, too. In the
presence of diplomats from all over the world, high
ranking Iraqi politicians and religious leaders, the sacred
remains of the two companions were lifted with a crane to
which a stretcher was attached. It was as though their
remains were moved onto the stretcher by invisible forces.
First Sayyidina Huzaifah’s « & s, sacred remains were
lifted. Then the stretcher was detached from the crane, and
King Faisal, the Grand Mutfti of Iraq, the Premier of Turkey
was well as the governor of Egypt, Prince Farooq, carried
the stretcher, and, with utmost respect, the body was laid
into a casket made of glass. Similarly in case of Sayyidina
Jabir bin Abdullah « & s, These august beings, these
glorious companions, who had the honour of writing the
sayings of Allah’s Messenger #®# looked:.as fresh as
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though they had passed away only a few moments ago,
no! As though they were merely asleep. Their faces, their
shrouds, their beards, everything looked so fresh and new.
The most amazing thing was that their eyes were open,
lustrous and shining. Many people wanted to behold those
eyes, but were not able to do so... These eyes had seen my
beloved &% and it was as though his ¥3% likelihood was
preserved in these eyes. One who saw the eyes that saw
Allah’s Chosen One £ is as though he had seen him £3i
himself, and doing so requires not physical eyes, but
sound spiritual sight... It was Sayyidina Huzaifah bin Al
Yaman «s & s, who narrated: My Master 3% had told me
that there are 72 signs that herald the Day of Judgement:
When you see that people get careless about their prayers,
that they start devouring interest, consider lying as lawful,
shed blood on petty matters, and when they begin to
construct high buildings. When they sell their religion for
worldly riches, when relatives are being treated badly,
when justice takes a backseat, when lies become the truth,
when silken clothes become fashion, when oppression,
divorces and sudden deaths become common, when a
traitor (Khain) is considered as trustworthy, and a
trustworthy person as traitor (Khain), when a liar is
considered as an honest man, and an honest man as a liar,
when calumnies become the order of the day, when it shall
be hot in spite of rain, when children become a nuisance
for their parents, when vile people live in luxury, while
respectable people are in dire straits, when the leader and
his aide become accustomed to lies, when people endowed
with trust, break the trust, when the leaders of a people are
tyrants, when scholars and reciters of the Holy Qur’an are
wicked, when people don the skin of sheep, although their
hearts are filled with more stench than a decaying carcass,
and more bitter than Aloes, then Allah shall send
tribulations in which Jews shall stagger around,
dumbfounded., And_when gold becomes common, when
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silver shall be in demand, when copies of the Holy Qur’an
shall be embellished, when mosques shall be decorated,
when high minarets shall be built, when hearts shall be
empty, when liquor shall be consumed, when the
punishments laid down by the Holy Shari‘ah (divine law)
shall be suspended, when a slave girl shall give birth to her
master, when people who were once upon a time barefoot
and naked, shall rule, when women shall join men in all
- ways of life, when men shall pride themselves in adopting
female fashions, and when women shall want to emulate
men, when people start swearing by others than Allah,
-when knowledge of Deen shall be acquired for worldly
ends, when spoils of war shall be considered as personal
assets, when trusts shall be considered as booty, and when
Zakah (annual due charity) shall be considered as a fine,
when the vilest of a people shall be their rules, when a
person shall be disobedient towards his father and behave
‘il towards his mother, when he won’t mind causing his
friends losses, when he shall become obedient to his wife,
when evil-doers shall raise their voices in the mosques,
when songstresses shall be showered with honour, and
when musical instruments shall be a matter of pride, when
liquor shall be openly consumed, when oppression shall be
a source of pride, when justice shall be sold, when the
skins of wild beasts shall be used as foot wear, and when
the latter generations of this Ummabh shall curse the former
generations, then wait for a red storms to rage, for people
to be swallowed by earth, for their faces to"be distorted,
and for stones to fall from the sky...

The moderate, enlightened and modern class amongst
us, those who like to apply their limited power of
reasoning on the sayings of the Noble Prophet £%f should
first consider the incident of Sayyidina Huzaifah bin Al
Yaman's « 4+, grave, so that they might come to realize
that a person who doubts the truthfulness of this
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companion is like someone whose faith is at stake. So think
about it...

Add ‘Daee ilal khair’ to the name of your child

Question: Respected Maulana, As-Salamu alaikum! I would
like to ask something. I have heard that names have got
properties that .affect a person’s life. My kids are
disobedient and wayward. Should I change their name, or
should I write their names and send them to you, or do
you suggest anything else?

Reply: We are Muslims. Everything we do should be
dominated by the spirit of religiousness. When we do
business, we should do it so that Islam may prosper.
Similarly when naming a child. We should give them a
name that contains reference to our desire to promote the
cause of our religion. We should, for example add ‘Daee ilal
khair’ to the names of our children. Such an appellation has
got many blessings, and by virtues of these blessings our
children might be saved from committing many a sin. My
father once complained to Maulana Anamul Hasan & ..,
that his children are not serious about their studies.
Maulana Anamul Hasan a4, advised him to at least give
thera the title of Maulvi, as even this might help them to
keep away from many sins.

Another thing you can do is to pray for your children.
Parents’ prayers for their children are accepted. And a
third thing could try is that in case your children are still
little, to recite the whole Surah Saff into their ears. The
second and third volume of my book ‘Scattered Pearls’
contains some other prescriptions and recitals, too. In sha
Allali things will sort out.

Wa Salam.
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Take one sip of this water and make sure to keep it in
- your mouth... |
There was a couple that used to fight a lot. Things
almost culminated in divorce. The wife once went to a
saintly person and told him about her problems. She said:
‘Hazrat, my husband might divorce me any time..” The
saint replied: ‘Wait a. moment. I think I got something to
solve your problem. Get me a bottle of water. I will recite
something over the water.’ The woman went arid brought
some water. As promised, the saint recited something and
blew over the water. Then he said: “When your husband
comes home and is about to start a fight, just take a sip:of
this water and sit down. But make sure that you neither
swallow the water, nor spit it out. It has to stay in your
mouth until his anger subsides. The woman did as she had
"been told. In the evening, when her husband came home
and was about to start a fight as usual, she quickly took a
sip of water and sat down. She remembered very well that
she was supposed to make sure the water stays in her
mouth, that she must neithér swallow it nor spit it. So she
just kept sitting qu1etly, with: the water in her mouth. Five
or ten minutes had passed ‘when her husband saw that
trymg to argue with her was of no use as she just kept
~quiet. He sort of felt embarrassed: He thought: Maybe she
has changed ‘Then he thought.that maybe this was just
temporary, that his wife was otherwise always very quick’
to fire back, and that it needs to be seen any other time if
she talks back or not. |

* After some time, he again tried to argue thh her - he,
spoke ill of her and even abused her. However, she just took
a sip of water, sat down and kept quiet: The husband
thought: ‘My wife has really changed; and he felt even more
embarrassed than before. But then he thought: “This has
happened only the second time, it. could well be a
coincidence and nothing elsé. I need to try her out one more
time. However, even the third time she just took a sip of
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water, sat down and kept quiet. Her husband thought: She
has really changed. She has become so much more patient
than before. She does not even try to talk back to me... now I
shall never again speak harshly to her, either. He then went
over to her and asked her to forgive him all the wrong he
had done her He said to her: ‘Please forgive me. I have
caused you so much heartache. It was all my fault. You are a
very good wife..” And the wife, too, asked him to forgive
her... see how things have changed? ]ust a few days ago
they were on the verge of divorce, and now they ask each
other for forgiveness. This is how a family was saved from
ruin: a little trick and lots of patience. -

Wind - One of Allah’s greatest signs

And in the changing of the winds, and the clouds
which are held between the heavens and -the earth, are
signs for understanding people.

There are countless signs of Allah’s might and each of
them is a proof that Allah is One, just as an Arab poet has said:
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Wind is one of those signs. The change of the winds, its
being a cool and refreshing breeze at times, and it being a
warm western wind at others... it blowmg softly, or its
becoming a storm. Then there are eastern winds, western
winds, southern winds and northern winds. Sometimes
they herald Allah’s mercy, and sometlmes they contain
punishment. In short, the changmg nature of the wind is
one of Allah’s greatest signs, and a proof that Allah is one.
Qazi Shareeh wrote that the wind either restores an ill
person’s health, or makes a hale and hearty person ill. It
can be a cure, and it can cause disease. The scholars have
mentioned that there are eight kinds of wind mentioned in
the Holy Qur’an: four of them herald Allah’s bounty and
mercy, while the other fourr herald His "anger and
punishment. Two kinds of the winds of mercy are related
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to the land, wh11e the other two are related to the sea. The
winds of mercy blowing over the land are called
Mubashshirat and Rukhaa, while the winds of mercy
blowing.over the sea .are called Nashirat and Mursalat,
‘Similarly, two kinds of winds of pumshment blow over the
- land, Wh11e two blow over the sea. The ones blowing over
 the land are Ageem and Sarsar, while the ones blowing over
the sea are known as Asif and Quasif.

| The wmds are one mighty troop from among the |

troops of Allah Most High, How many of Allah’s enemies
- were destroyed through the wind. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas .,
« i related that the strongest amongst Allah’s troops are
the wind and water.. The wind has annihilated many
powerful nations, and it has alded many nghteous people,
the messengers and prophets, in promoting the cause of
* Islam. In the Holy Qur’an comes that-Allah Most high had
sent Sayyldma Hud >k as prophet to the people of Aad.
However, the peOple of Aad denied him, and vexed him
beyond all lumts Allah Most High had destroyed them,
‘utterly annihilated them through the wind. This story has
been mentioned a number of times in the Holy Qur’an,
and could be summarised as follows: '

The people of Aad, whom Allah Most ngh refers to'as
Adanil Ula, were amongst the most ancient c1v1hsat10ns
Some. people date them back to 2500 BC. They were
considered as the first. people with a proper - system of
government among the Semitic race. Their ‘area covered'
Oman, Hadhramaut and Yemen. They were a very strong.
'people, and had reached a very high level of civilisation.
Allah Most High had blessed them with a highly developed |
- civilisation ahd. economy. ‘They had "abundant natural
- resources at their disposal, such resources which weré not
‘available to other people. They were unmatched by any
other nation, in more than one aspect. They were expert
stone carvers. Allah Most High says about them: ‘Do you
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build high palaces on every high place, while you do not live in
them?” and at another place: ‘The like of which were not created
in the land’. Their power had made them conceited.
According to the Holy Qur’an, they used.to exclaim: ‘Who
has got more power than us?’ Some exegetes wrate that one of
their men was so strong that he could lift up a rock and
crush the enemy with it. They could reach twelve yard in
height... in short, they were of very impressive stature.
Allah Most High had sent Sayyldma Hud .48 to them as
a prophet. Sayyidina Hud ,% s tried to stop them from
Kufr (Polytheism) and Shirk (Infedelity), tried to discourage
them from idol worship, and convince them of Allah’s
Oneness. However, they did not believe him: They denied
him and refused to accept guldance Sayyidina Hud sk
had wamed them of the consequences that their
disobedience might bring. But instead of being afraid, they
demanded that they be punished soon. Allah Most High
refers to this in the Holy Qur an by saying: ‘So bring us that
which you have promised us’ When the people of Aad failed
to pay heed and dared to hasten the punishment, Allah
Most High prepared to destroy them - He sent a dark cloud
to them. When the people of Aad saw this cloud, they were
delighted. They thought his cloud would bring them rain.
But within no time, they realised that they were deluded.
The cloud carried a terrible storm. The weather became
dreadfully cold, and the storm raged for seven nights and
eight days. So powerful was the gale that it whirled around
even the most powerful of people as if they were straw.
Then it cast them to the ground with such force that their
heads were crushed, their stomachs torn open, and their
intestines ripped apart... The storm even whirled around
their livestock, before throwing them on the ground. They
where utterly annihilated, as though they were hollow
trunks of date-palms, with their crowns torn off. Those who
prided themselves for nothing wege completely obliterated
by the wind. The wind had entered their dwellings, blown
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off the roofs of their houses, raised their buildings, uprooted
their trees, killed their animals... in short, it spared nothing.
Everything was destroyed. This incident is mentioned
several times in the Holy Qur'an, e.g.

‘And as for Aad, they were destroyed by a furious
violent wind! Which Allah imposed on them for
seven nights and eight days in succession, so that you
could see men lying overthrown (destrol jed) as if they
were hollow trunks of date-palms. Do you see any
remnants of them? (Surah Haagqah, Verse 6-8)

| In the year 5 A.H, Abu Sufyan rounded up with a
number of Arabian tribes, and together they intended to
attack Madinah. They wanted to erase Islam and Muslims
once and for all. They had gathered for no other purpose.
An army of more than ten thousand men stood united
under Abu Sufyan’s flag. When the Messenger of Allah
%87 got to know about their intentions, he consulted his
companions, especially Sayyidina Salman Farsi, how to
protect Madinah. Sayyidina Salman Farsi suggested that a
trench be dug around the city. The suggestion was
accepted, and a three-and-a-half miles long trench was
dug. The companions were divided into groups of ten.
Each group was to dig forty yards. The Messenger of Allah
£Y% himself also participated in this work. When the
enemy saw the trench, they were dumbfounded. Back
then, the digging of trenches was an unknown practice in
Arabia. Due to the trench, they could not attack the city.
They could not have any major fight with the Muslims.
However, they relentlessly besieged Madinah for a whole
month. There were some minor skirmishes during this
period, and the Muslims had to put up with anxiety and
fright. It was extremely cold during those days. An icy
wind began to blow. Soon this wind turned into a storm
that uprooted the enemy’s tents and turned over their
cauldrons and extinguished iheirofires)1The storm blew
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sand into their faces, and their hearts were overcome with
terror. Not just frightened and disheartened - they flew in
sheer horror! This was how Allah has scattered the enemy
through a cold wind, a wind that was frightening, but
turned out to be a blessing for Islam and the Muslims. This
too, is a miracle that was granted to our Prophet ¥¥% In
Surah Ahzab; this is referred to in the following words:

Kel ye who believe! Remeémber Allah’s favour upon yoit
when troops came to you, and We let loose a wmd
against them, and (sent) troops that you did not see..

In one Hadith has been mentioned that the Messenger
of Allah 8% said: ‘I was aided with an eastern wind, and
Aad was destroyed through a western wind.”

The anxiety of Allai’s Messenger £85

The heart of Allah’s Messenger &t was always filled
with fear of Allah-Most High. Not a single moment passed
without such fear. He was never unmindful of his Lord.
However, when the wind blew strongly, or when black
clouds drew up the sky, his £ anxiety was at its height.
Signs of worry would appear on his face: what if these
clouds and the wind would unleash  disaster upon the
people? How many a nation had been destroyed this way
before... The Mother of the Faithful, Sayyidah Aisha y.a -,
said: ‘I never saw the Messenger of Allah #¥% laugh so
much that the interior of his mouth would be exposed. He
merely used to smile. And whenever he would see clouds,
or the wind, the expressions of his face would change.’

This anxiety would make him restless: at times he
would enter his home, and-at times he would leave it,
moving to and fro. When Sayyidah Aisha g <, asked him
about the reason for this, he said: ‘O Aisha (g« ,=,)! This
cloud on the sky worries me. I am afraid that it might be
like the clouds about Wthh the people of ‘Ad said: ’Thls
cloud shall rain wpsii i
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‘When the wind blows strongly
The Messenger of Allah &t used to recited this Dua
whenever the wind blew strongly:

eb,,J,aw)\L. Lg..sk,.”’kz:bdmw”\
: .-4..:,, )\LZ “'Léliu "’

‘O Allah, I ask of You its goodness and the goodness
contained therein, (i.e. the goodness You kept in this
wind) and the goodness that You sent with it, and I

“seek refuge with You from its evil, and the evil
contained therein and the evil that You sent with it.’
(Mzshkat Mazhari)

Do not curse the wind

It is forbidden to speak ill of the wind or to curse it.
The Messenger of Allah £ himself has forbidden us to do
so. Sayyidina Ibn Abbas « -, related that once a person
~ cursed the wind in the presence of Allah’s Final Messenger
#U% Upon this, the-Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘Do not
curse the wind, for it blows according to the Command of
| AIlah Most High. If a thing is cursed that does not deserve
to be cursed then the curse shall befall the person who
uttered 1t (Tzrmzdhz)

In another tra d1t10n comes that once a woman travelled
in the caravan of ‘Allah’s Messenger ﬁf&; During the
journey, she cursed her she-camel. The Messenger of Allah
%8 then separated her from the caravan and said: ‘No

cursed thing ought to stay with us.” (Hashiyal Tirmidhi, Sawi,
Durr Manthur, Baghawi, Ba yanul Qur'an)

Qur’anic Information

Question 1: How many prophets were given their name
already before they were born?
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Answer: The Holy Qur'an mentions five prophets who
were given their names alréady before they were born: (1)
Sayyidina Ishaq and (2) Sayyidina Ya'qub alaitimassalam:
st jazlstiiisiweyuzis ‘But we gave her glad tidings of Isaac,
and after him, of Jacob. - (Surah Hud, Ayat 71), (3)
Sayyidina Yahya: 495568 ‘We give you good news
of a son: His name shall be Yahya.’ (Surah Maryam, Ayat
7). (4) Sayyidina Isa: ;; 569 ot L2148, B0 ) 3 520 g 3G RO 6
G ey : | - o
‘Behold! the angels said: "O Maryam! Allah gives you glad
tidings of a Word from Him: his name will be Al Masech
Isa, the son of Maryam, held in honour in this world and
the Hereafter and of (the company of) those nearest to
Allah” (Surah Aal-e-Imran, Ayat 45), (5) Sayyidina
Rasulullah $8% i icor a0 b gy 13825 “And giving Glad
Tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name
shall be Ahmad.’ (Surah Saff, Ayat 6)

Question 2;: How many angels are mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an by name?

Answer: The Holy Qur'an mentions the r-tam'es\ of several
angels: (1) Jibrail ., (2) Mikail s «s, (3) Harut, (4)
Marut, (5) Ra'd, (6) Barq, (7) Malik, (8) Sijl, (9) Qa’eed

Question 3: What is the meaning of Jibrail and Mikail?

Answer: It has been reported from Sayyidina Ibn Abbas _-,
«+4 that any name that got the suffix -il in the end, means
‘Servant of Allah’. Hence, Israfil, Israil (Sayyidina Ya'qub’s
honorary appellation), Jibrail and Mikail, all mean ‘Servant
of Allah.

The holding of the Divine Court

In one Hadith comes that every week...and week here
refers not to the time span, but to a distance, a measurc
that is peculiar to Paradise, the Divine Court shall be held.
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There are hundred levels of paradise, one above the
other, and each level is far greater than the heavens and
the earth. Above them is the Kursi (the foot rest), and
above that is an ocean, and above the ocean is the Throne
of Almighty Allah. Hence, the -Kursi forms the roof of
Paradise, and that is where the Divine Court is held.

' The place where the Beat;fz’c Vision shall occur in the
Hereafter |

Where shall the Divine Court take place?

- In one Hadith has been mentioned that Sayyidina Jibril
~ paule Once came. to the Messenger of Allah %&, carrying a
mirror. Right in the middle of the. mirror, there was a small
spot. The. Messenger of Allah ox=vd .askéd: “What about this
-spot?” Sayyidina Jibri s as answered: ‘The name of this
spot is Mazeed.” The Messenger of Allah &% said: ‘Tell me
- about Muzeed.” Sayyidina Jibril st replied: O Messenger
of Allah (¥&#)! It is a huge plane in Paradise. I roamed in
this plane for hundreds and thousands of years, without
ever getting an idea about its end. Everything in this plane
~1s white - its soil, its pebbles, its stones, its grass. In short,
everything is white. On Fridays, this plane is prepared for
the Divine Court. The Kursi of Allah Most High - the sane
Kursi about which the Holy Qur’an says that it extends over
 the heavens and the earth, is placed right in the middle of
this plane. Yet, it will seem as though the Kursi is just a
small spot in this vast plane. Around the Kursi shall be
Placed the pulpits of the prophets ... These pulpits
shall be made of light. Behind each pulpit shall be the chairs
of each prophet’s following. The more a follower's deeds
- Tesemble the deeds of his prophet, the closer his chair shall
be placed to the pulpit.

~ The People of Paradise attend the Divine Court
“When the Courtday finally arrives, all People of
aradise go to attend the Divine Court. They will have to
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cover hundreds and thousands of miles, but they will be
given provided with conveyances. They will be seated on
thrones. There' will be no machinery " that requires
maintenance. Mere power of thought will cause them to
"'move. They just imagine their destination, and they e
transported there in the wink of an eye. Some will te
mounted on Burag, others will be seated on thrones. Their
conveyances will be according to their deeds. Then they
will take their seats in the grand plane, on their respective
chairs. There will be no guides to show them their places.
Everyone will fréc_ogni'ze- his seat on his own, no.one will
occupy the seat of another. ~All people with thus gather
until the plane shall be. full. The commoners, those whose
faults exceeded their good' deeds, shall be seated on
platforms . behind the chairs. ‘The platforms shall be
covered with heaps of musk and amber. They will sit on
those heaps. Then the proceedings of the Court shall begin.
~ First of all, there shall be glimpses of Allah’s majesty and
grandeur shall descend on the. Kursi... it-shall appear as
though the Kursi could not contain any more of i, as
though it would could no longer withstand such glory.
Allah Most High is far too exalt_éd_ to have a body or any
physical confihes. He is the Creator of body and soul. It is
I—Iis_grandeuf_ and glory that weights down heavily on the
spirits. Its weight shall not be of physical nature, but yet,
for the Kursi it shall be difficult to bear. o |

As His majesty and grandeur descend, He HIMSELF 1s
present. The prophets: shall be closest to Him, on their
pulpits of light, and their followers - billions and trillions
of souls, shall be in His proximity, too.

The passing of Pure and Holy Drink

Allah Most High shall then remind the angels of His
promise contained in the Holy Qur’an: And their Lord will
give to them to drink of a wine pure and holy (Surah Dahr, Ayat
21), and order them to pass the drink. This could be likened
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“to a banquet given by a sovereign. This wine shall cause
_everyone who drunk it to rejoice beyond all limits. No,
they shall not be .intoxicated‘from it in the sense as we
‘know. Rather, they shall experience a kind of unsurpassed
' gpiritual delight. Intoxication implies that they lose their
' senses, their mind... however, the drinking of this wine
does not have any such effects. Just the opposite, it shall
further strengthen their faculties. They shall be graced
with more -and more of Divine Acquaintances and
kiowledge of His being. Thus shall be passed the’ drinik,
‘pure and holy o

Sayyidina Dawud’s .»x.o . Tilawat (Recitation) and
communication with the Divine

Sayyidina Dawud ,s +& was blessed with such a
miraculous, beautiful voice, that whenever he would recite
words in praise of his Lord, all beasts, birds, and even
inanimate mountains and stones would listen to him with
Tapt attention, as though a spell had been cast over them.
In the Divine Court, Allah Most High shall address him: ‘O
Dawud! Let us hear the words you used to recite in your
worldly life. Let us all hear your beautiful voice!

- - Sayyidina Dawud i shall then begin to recite hymns
in praise of Allah Most High...in front of all prophets... in
front of the angels... in front of millions and millions of
believers, and above all, right in the presence of Allah.

Just iina‘gine what a d,elightful atmosphere this must be
= an atmosphere that defies all attempts of description...

The request to behold Allah Most High

. Allah Most High shall then address the gathering:  Ask
of Me whatever you want.” The people shall answer: ‘O
Lord! Is there still any favour left that You have not yet
vootowed on us? We have got everything, and everything
tou granted us is perfect. You have given us everything.
"wh&t'else could be there for us to ask from You. Allah

¢
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shall then say: ‘No, do ask from Me!" The people shall they,
consult the learned ones: ‘Tell us, what should we ask for?’
(Here I would like to remark that some people think
religious scholars are superfluous. Well, let everyone know
that they are needed very much - not only in this world
but also in the Hereafter...) The scholars shall say: ‘There is
indeed still one thing that you have not got yet, so ask for
it. When you get it, then indeed you shall have got all
blessings of Paradise. Ask Allah to let you have a glimpse
of His Beautiful Being. All the people assembled shall
then say: ‘O Allah! Let us behold Your Beauty. You have
given us everything, except for this greatest of all
blessings.” Allah shall then deign to accede their request

The blessmg of Mazeed |

Then Allah Most High shall tell the people assembled
to remain as-they are - and would He not say that, then
not a single thing would be able to withstand the sublime
beauty, the holiness.and glory of His countenance. Would
He not say so, every single particle would be burnt to
ashes by the flames of love and adoration.

Thereafter shall be raised one veil after the other, until
only the veil of His greatness remains. The ones
assembled, having tasted the purest and holiest of all
drinks, having heard the most beautiful of human
recitations, shall by then have reached unprecedented
heights of spiritual delight. They shall be so absorbed by
the Beatific vision that it shall appear to them as though
they had not received any blessing before that, that it was
only this very instant that they received the real blessing.
This blessing is known as Mazeed in the terminology of the
Shari’al (divine law).

Declining Amarat

Sayyidina Anas ws.a ., related that once the Messenger of
Allah #9% had appointed Sayyidina Migqdad bin Aswad as
Ameer of a squadron. Upon return, the Messenger of Allah
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EkﬁgaskedSayy1d.1na Migdad: ‘How did you like being their
‘jeader?’ Sayyidina Miqdad i, replied: “The people treated
e with such honour and respect that I felt as. though I am
not the same Miqdad anymore (ie. it brought about a
“decrease in my humility).” The Messenger of Allah £ then
remarked: “Yes, Aniarat does that” Sayyidina Miqdad s .,
.gaid: By Him who has sent you with the truth! In future, I
shall not take charge of any such affair.’

» Ithas been narrated that afterwards, e'ven when asked
to lead the prayer; Sayyidina Miqdad « 4 s, would refuse
{because Imamate is also a kind of Amarat).

- In another tradition comes that Sayydina Miqdad &, -
« said: ‘I was helped on and off my mount, and I felt as
though I started to consider myself as better than others.”
The Messenger of Allah ¢ said: “Yes, Amarat does that.
(Now it is up to you to) accept it in future, or to reject it.”
Sayyidina Miqdad then said: ‘By Him who has sent you
W_ith the truth! In future, I shall not even become the leader
of two men.’ |

‘Sayyidina Miqdad ., related: Once, the Messenger
of Allah #8¢ had sent me as the Ameer of a squadron. Upon
our return, he asked me: ‘What do you think about
Amarat?” | replied: ‘As time passed, I started to consider
Iy companions as my attendants, and, by Allah! In future
Ishall not even become Ameer of two people.”

One person related that the Messenger ,of Allah ¥%
had appointed him as the leader of a small group. When
,the group returned, the Messenger of Allah ¥ asked him:

OW did you feel?” That person replied: ‘I was just like
Others of the group. They would mount whenever I
Mounted, and they would dismount whenever I did so.’

e Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘Muslims tend to do so
\€. behave in this manner, even though it is not right)
untj] jt leads them right to Allah’s wrath. Except, however,
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such a leader who is covered by Allah’s mercy. Such 4
person shall be saved.” That person then said: ‘By Allah! In
future I shall not accept Amarat, no matter whether offereq
by you or anyone else.” Upon hearing this, the Messenger

of Allah ¥ smiled and his blessed teeth became visible.

Rafi’ Tai related: Once I accompanied. Sayy1d1na Abuy
Bakr wsit o, Onan expedmon Upon our return, I said to him:
‘O Abu Bakr! Give me some advice He said: Offer the
prescribed prayer at their proper time, pay the Zakah
(annual due charity) with a happy heart, fast in the month
of Ramadhan and perform Hajj (Pllgrlmage) And be sure
that Hijrah (migration) is a virtue in Islam, and that ]ﬂmd is a
virtue in Hijrah (migration). And donot become Aneer...” He
further said: ‘Today, Amarat (leadershlp) rmght seem
pleasant and enjoyable to you, but soon it will grow so
much that even undeserving people shall obtain it. -And
remember: A person who acts as Ameer (Governor/Leader)
shall be made to give a far more detailed account, and his
punishment shall be much harder than that of a person who
did not become Ameer (Governor/ Leadﬂr) And he who did
not become Ameer (Governor/Leader), his accounting will
be very short and easy, and so will be his purushment This
is so because a Ameer (Governor/ Leader) has got more
opportunity to. do injustice. He breaks Allah's covenant
more often, although all Muslimms are Allah S nelghbours
and bondsmen. By Allah!’ When any of you. learns that
something happened to- the camel or goat of his neIghbour
(i.e. theft, or some sort of wﬂfu]ly inflicted injury), then he
remains angry throughout the night - due to his sympathy
for his neighbour. He keeps thinking: “Such and such thing
has happened to my ‘neighbour’s camel or goat...” Now if
man can feel so strong for his neighbour, then how much
more shall Allah’s anger be when He sees Hls neighbour
troubled?’ (Hayatus Sahabal)
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Can a woman read ‘Mu’min ka hathiyar’ (Believer’s
weapon) during her monthly courses?

Question:

1.

Is it permissible for a woman in her monthly

- courses to read books containing prayers, including

Ayaat and Surats from the Holy Qur’an, like for
example Mu'min ka hathiyar, Muna]at—e-Maqbool
Hizbul A’zam, Manzil, etc.? These books contain
Surah Fatihah, Ayatul Kursi, four Qul, and a
number of other Qur’anic Duas.

Is it permissible to touch books containing Duas
during menstruation, or without ablution?

Answer Praise be to Allah, and Durood and Salam on His
messenger o4

1.

If one has the. mtentlon of Dua, then there is not the
least abomination in reading those books. It is fully
permissible. However, one must not read them
with an intention of Tilawat (rec1tauon) Since

Awradd of this kind are usually read with the

intention of Dua (supplication), not that of Tilawah

'(reatahon) there is nothing. wrong with it.

However, 26 Surahs are read with an intention of

Tilaivah (rec1tat10n) 'hence a woman must not read

them durmg her monthly courses. (Derived from-
Imdadul Fatawa 1/93, Ahsanul Fatawa 2/71)

Tt is perrm551ble to touch such books without

ablution- or during menstruation. However, one
must not touch the exact part of a page where an

verse is written. Everything else may be touched.
(Imdadul Fatawa, 1/93)

Wa Salam, (Mufti) Adam Palanpuri, 2~ Shawwal 1430
NOte I verify that the above Fatwa is correct.
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Seeking naught but Allah’s pleasure: Muhammad Yunus
Palanpuri | .

Lacking reason is also a blessing

Think about the animal kingdom and the purpose of
their creation. They do not stand in need of reason. Rather,
they were not given the power of reason, for if they had
reason, then they would question man whether he truly
deserves to make them carry his burden, or plough his
fields, or ride on them... and what if animals would outwit
man? Then man would toil himself to weariness... and it
might even be that animals would start riding on man.
This Would repeat itself whenever man needs the services
of animals. Neither would man get any oxen to till his
lands, nor.any horse to carry him and his load, nor would
he get mlal meat from anywhere. Agriculture and trade
would come to a standstill. There. would be no instance in
which man would not have an argument with any animal.
All this would happen if animals had reason.

But not enough with that. Animals would want to go to
school as well. There would be.classrooms full of donkeys,
horses, and dogs. Even wild animals like tigers, lions,
wolves, bears, and hyenas would come to. school. Acquiring
knowledge would thus become 1mpossible for man. So be
grateful that Allah has not graced animals with reason..

From this it becomes clear that lacking reason is also a
blessing. Man benefits greatly from ammals lack of
reason. So far- that even a snnple, foolish person 1is
subservient to people with more brains than him. This is
why we have governments. Was it not for a mass of
simpletons, our leaders would be on the road and starving,
Hence, for some, lack of reason is a blessing, and for
others, reason is a blessing. How good is it that animals
were not given reason. Was that not so, man would never
be able to benefit from them.
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. To sum up, if we keep in mind the purpose for which

‘}f;am"mals were created, then it becomes clear that they do
. not need any reason. They were not given reason so that
‘they would continue to obey and serve man And since
they were not given reason, there was also no need to give
them any divine laws by which they are to abide or to
make them accountable for their deeds Ther¢ are no
commands or prohibitions for them A stick or a whip 15 all
they need from time to time With that, they continue to do
their work.

A virtuous wife is the greatest blessing of this world

- In the whole history of mankind it was only the sacred
being and blessed teachings of Allah’s Fial Messenger
%8¢ who has raiscd the fair sex trom an abyss ot disgrace
to lofty ranks of honour It was no one else but Sayyidina
‘Muhammad £ who has granted woman that dignuty and
respect that the very essence of humanity called for Before
the advent of Islam. woman s history comprised nothing
but suffering and subjection Each and every nation
considered woman as an inferior creation. Neither did
woman have any standing in society, nor was anyone
prepared to give her the very basic rights of life. Islam
- Came to woman as a shower of mercy. It shook the world
with its protest against woman'’s subjection and suffering.
“Allah Most High Himself said- ‘O mankind! Fear your
Lord Who has created you from a single soul and created a
spouse therefrom, and made from those two a multitude of
‘Inen and women (Surah Nisaa, Ayat 1). He further said: * And
live with them (1.e. women) in an amicable manner. And if
You dislike them, it might be that you dislike something in
Which Allah has placed much good.’ (Surah Nisaa, verse 19)

. Islam sheltered woman’s honour and modesty. It
Jhighlighted the value of woman's virtue and purity, thus
. Aprooting all kinds of vulgarity and obscenity. This, in turn
Proved to be a strong foundation for the progress of human
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cwvilisation, without which no nghteous society can exist
Women now were granted their due share mn estate and
inheritance She was viewed as a respectable member of
society; not only that, treating women well was termed the
perfection of faith. The Holy Qur’an has referred to men
and women as raiment for one another: ‘“They are raiment
for you, and you are raiment for them. (Surah Bagaraii, verse
187) This means just as a person’s clothes protect him
agamst the miluences of heat and cold. just as a person dons
good clothes to adorn himself, surularly a man does. by
entering a lawful relation with a woman (i.e. by marrying
her) protect himself agamnst a host of social evils and
shamelessness. Woman is a man’s life companion, and she
is a source of physical and mental comfort for him. Without
her, man’s life would be useless. It is her who brings
happiness and joy into a man’s life. She is the spring that
brings forth the most beautiful of flowers in man's garden
of life. Allah Most High said: “And amongst His signs is that
He has created for you spouses from your own selves, so
that you may find solace in them, and He has created love
and mercy amongst you. Verily, in this are signs for those
who reflect.” (Surah Rum, verse 21)

Many societies had not granted woman the right to
Khul’a (a request to end the wedlock, coming from the
woman’s side). However, Islam has granted woman this
right. In many societies, women were not allowed to
remarry after their husbands had died. They were forced to
spend the remainder of their lives in mourning. Similarly, it
was considered as a matter of extreme disgrace if a divorced
woman married another man. Islam set an end to all such
wrong notions. Islam taught that life and death are in the
hands of Allah alone. He is at liberty to give life and death
to whomever He pleases. If a man dies, then this does not
mean that his widow is to deprive herself from all joys for
the rest of her life. No! After passing a certain period of time
known as Iddat’ (Probationary pericd), she may marry
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| agam and bring joy into the life of another man. Allah Most
‘"i_]igh says: ‘And marry the widowed women from amongst
ig_iyou,’ (Surah Nur, verse 32)

Islam granted her social, cultural and educational
rights. It set an end to gender discrimination, and declared
virtue and piety to be the standard according to which a
person’s value is to be measured. Unlike other religions,
Jslam does not consider gender or race as a criterion for
inferiority or superiority. In Islam, honour and
respectability are determined by a person’s faith, deeds,
thinking, god-consciousness. nobility of character,
sincerity and uprightness. The more a person - male or
female, advances in these traits, “acts according to the
Divine commandments and lives according to the Sunnat
of Allah's Messenger £ the more he shall be honourable
in the sight of Allah.

Islam has laid down the principle: The most
honourable of you in the sight of Allah is the most god-
-fearing from among you.” (Surah Hujurat, verse 13) From this
is apparent that Islam does consider man and woman as
. equal, and that woman can attain Allah’s proximity and
. Ppleasure under the same conditions as man. Hence, if a
- Mman - by virtue of his good deeds - shall be admitted to
- Paradise, then a woman, too, shall be admitted to Paradise
by virtue of her good deeds.

Waman has her firm place in Islam’s concept of
Progress and growth, whether this growth is related to
worship, or mutual dealings, domestic issues, or social
Matters She is a useful, praiseworthy member of society,
and her presence 1s not at all considered as a matter of
shame and disgrace.

Instead of labelling woman as a curse, she has been
declared a source of mercy and tranquillity.
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The Greatest Benefactor of Mankind ¥%% has, on more
than one occasion, advised men not to detest or despise
women, and to treat them with love, sympathy and mercy.
Some of these Ahadith are mentioned below:

The Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘The dearest things to
me in this world are women and perfume, and in prayers
lies the coolness of my eves. (Nasa’/)

The one with the most perfect faith from amongst you
is he who has a good character and treats his wife well.
(Tirmidhi)

The best from among you is he who 1s best to his wife,
and to my family, I am the best from among you. (Mishkat)

A pious and virtuous wife is the greatest blessing of
this world. The world has got no greater blessing than a
virtuous wife. (Ibn Majah)

A virtuous wife 1s the greatest blessing of this world.
(Nasa’1)
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How to cleanse one’s heart from rust

It has been related from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar
ws i o that the Messenger of Allah %% said: ‘The hearts of
the Children of Adam rust just as iron rusts when exposed
to water.” Someone said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (£&), how
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can one cleanse one’s heart from rust?” He $8% said: ‘By
remembering death frequently and by reciting the Holy
Qur'an.” (Baihaqt Shu’bul Iman)

It is sinful to talk bad about other people’s children

Ismail Sahib was not a scholar, but he was an
extremely pious, upright man. He would never miss
Tahajjud (supererogatory prayer), or the first Takbeer (to say
Allahu Akbar) of the congregational prayer. He had six
children. The agorues he suffered prior to his death, were
due to his worries and concern for his children. His
daughters were all married, however, his sons were not
married so far. His two youngest sons had brought him a
bad name - they had become wayward and adopted the
life-style of vagabonds and tramps Everyore in the
neighbourhood was fed up with them.

Their father, consumed by grief, would often pray: ‘O
Allah! [ don’t remember having commutt :d any heinous sin
because of which -1 am put througl this trial..” His
contemporaries, too, used to say that he was virtuous and
inclined to piety, already during his childhood. He had
never drank alcohol, gambled, or commutted fornication. On
one side there was his uprightness, and on the other there

- was the outrageous behaviour of his children This situation

“Seemed inexplicable. Many people had thought about it,
without coming to any conclusion. Finally, an elderly
~ saintly person, one of Ismail Sahib’s contemporaries, was
" consulted. He soon found the answer. He said: ‘Whenever
- the two of us would come across some naughty youngsters
© On our way to, the mosque, Ismail Sahib would severely
Scold them. He would say things like: ‘What kind of wicked
. Person fathered you? Does he sustain you on unlawful
~ €arnings that you have become so wicked?

+  If he heard something negative, somethung incredible
l3’0‘ut another person, he would, 1n front of others, say things
: ‘Well, offsprmg of vile people tend to be vile, too. Their

R :_-:-
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father must have done things like this in his youth; that ig
why his children are behaving in this manner.’

In short, no one could second him with regard to
rebuking others for their faults, or putting them to
embarrassment because of thewr shortcomings. This reminds
me of a Hadith. The Messenger of Allah £&% had said: None
of you should put another to embarrassment because of his
sins, lest Allah makes him fall into this sin before he dies,
too” The Messenger of Allah ¥ further said: ‘No one
should rejoice at his brother's musfortune. It might well be
that Allah relieves one and puts the other to trial.

It might well be that the waywardness of those
children might be the result of having spoken ill about
others. That saintly person also said that he used to be very
strict with his children He would not tolerate any mistake
on their part. He would scold them, beat them and, at the
height of his anger, even curse them - calling them Satan,
Iblees, accursed, and so on. It might well be that any of
those curses was uttered at a time when prayers are
accepted, and that they thus acquired a devilish
disposition. Just as parents’ prayer in favour of their
children 1s readily accepted, similarly their curses take
effect very quickly, too. This is why one should never ever
use such words or curses for one’s children, no matter how
enraged one might be If one utters any such phrase at a
time when prayers are accepted, then such words will not
fail to have their destructive effect. Had that person prayed
for his children according to the teachings of Islam, had he
brought them up according to the guidélines of Islam, and
had he not spoken ill of others’ children, perhaps he would
not have had to suffer so much. We should always pray:
‘O Allah! Grant us such wives and children that are the
coolness of our eyes, and let us be leaders of the righteous.’
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One incident that took place in the Noble Prophet’s
s gathering

Once the Messenger of Allah ¥%1 Sayyidina Abu Bakr
Giddig, Sayyidina Umar Farooq and Sayyidina Uthman
Ghani w4l had assembled at Sayyidina Ali's w4, house.
Gayyidina Ali « & -, and his wife Sayyidah Fatimah-az-
Zahraa y=a -, waited upon their august guests, entertaing
them with the very best they had to offer - a beautiful bowl
full of honey. By chance a hair had fallen into the honey
When the bowl was passed to the Noble Prophet £8% he
 said: Look, at this beautiful bow! filled with honey. There is a
hair in the honey. Let each of us - according to his nature and
 understanding, interpret the bowl and the hair” Sayyidina
* Abu Bakr wa s, said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (£8)! According
to my understanding, the heart of a believer 1s far shiruer
than this bowl, and his faith is far sweeter than honey.
. However, guarding one’s faith until death is far more
delicate than a hair.” When the bowl was passed to Sayyidina
Umar « & 4, he said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (£3)
 Government is far more attractive than this bowl, and
reigning over others is sweeter than honey, however, doing
~ 50 in justice is far more delicate than this hair.” Sayyidina
- Uthman « & s, said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (E9%)! 1 think
knowledge is far more luminous than this bowl and
acquiring knowledge is sweeter than honey, but acting
according to one’s knowledge is far more delicate than this
hair. Sayyidina Ali wsal, said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (£2)! I
think that honourable guests are far more resplendent than
this bowl, and entertaining them is much sweeter than
honey, but pleasing them is much more delicate than this
hair’ Sayyidah Fatimah « & s said: ‘For a woman,
bashfulness is far brighter than this bowl, and her covering
her face is sweeter than honey, and her not being seen by
strange men as well as her not looking at strange men is far
More delicate than this hair.” The Messenger of Allah £
himself said: ‘Acquaintance with the Divine is far more
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glorious than this bow!, and acquiring such acquaintance 15
sweeter than honey, while acting according to the demand of
this acquaintance s far more delicate than this hair’
Sayyidina Jibril s« said: ‘T think Allah’s way 1s far more
splendid than this bowl, and fighting in His way 1s far
sweeter than honey, and remaming steadfast untc one’s,
death is far more delicate than this hair” Allah Most High
said: ‘'Paradise 1s far more dazzling than this bowl, and the
10ys of Paradise are far sweeter than honey, but crossing the
bridge As-Sirat that leads to Paradise is far more difficult
than crossing over a hair.

The religion that is in line with human nature and
our lives

There are a huge number of Muslims all over the world
According to some estimates, Muslims make up for one
sixth of the world population. Thus, Muslims outweigh the
followers of other religions and cultures, and their number
1s ever increasing. One crore Muslims happen to live in
America alone. The number of Muslims there is increasing,
too. Similarly, the number of Muslims 1n Europe or mn of
people who accept Islam in eastern countries is ever on the
rise. The reason for this seems to be that those people who
had spent their whole lives in a materialistic setup, who had
enjoyed all kinds of comforts and luxuries, seem to be
deprived of something very essential to life. They have tried
out all kinds of formulas in order to overcome this lacking,
but yet they could not get the peace without which life
remains un-enjoyable and sapless. This brings many of
them to enquire about Islam and the Islamic way of life, in a
neutral, unbiased manner. This 1s how they find their lost
treasure; this is how their life begins to change. They begin
to believe in the Creator of this universe. Once they try to
live according to the principles laid down by their Lord,
they feel a revolutionary change taking place in therr lives.
This 15 a clear proof that Islam is totally aligned with human
natute. Allah Most High Himself has made this very clear:
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;S0 set you Your face towards the religion of pure monotheism.
The natural religion of Allah with which He has created mankind.
No change let there be in the creation of Allah. That is the straight
religon. but most of men know not. (Surah Rum, verse 30)
Those people who made this realisation and have adopted
this religion, and let themselves be guided according to
those principles, came to understand that even the greatest
Juxuries of this worldly life are worthless. This discovery
made them not only happy and content beyond all bounds;
they even came to consider 1t as a great blessing from Allah
in which they take pride. They consider it as the greatest
asset in their lives. A person who had just converted to
Islam and expressed his boundless happiness, was
congratulated by his guide. The new Muslim asked: ‘What
are you congratulating me for? I have, by the Grace of
Allah, found my true nature. The same nature according to
which the children of Adam were fashioned. And this
nature s Islam. It 1s as though I have discovered myself. I
was astray and was unaware of my own self.’

The other side of the picture is that Muslims spend
their lives rebelling against their true nature. This is why

. We are continuously faced with difficulties, why the

. attempts to obliterate us are ever on the rise. The
- ‘Messenger of Allah % had been sent as a mercy for the
* Worlds. Although his ways, his manners, his whole life

~ have been preserved and are ever available to us, it seems

. as though we do not want to benefit from his example. We
- Prefer to be tied in the chains of other cultures, cultures
Fllat are bereft of mercy, and we not even consider this as
- 1gnomuny. We give the nations of the east and those of the
West the impression that the Islamic system of justice,
®quality and worldwide fraternity is now nothing else but

‘@ dream that cannot be accommodated in the materialistic

.Way of life. Women, after having spent aeons suffering

From worst cruelties and injustice, were finally raised to a

fank of honour and respect. They were given a
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fundamental role in the construction of an Islamic society.
Now we have removed ourselves from the straight path
and became directionless standard-bearers of materialism.
We do not feel the least hesitation in implementing the vile
designs of Jews and Christians This 1s an immense danger
which we have to counter; but in order to counter it we
need to be perfect representatives of the Islamic way of
life. The Islamic culture 1s a source of guidance that 1s
independent of time and space The Ummat of him. who
has been sent as ‘Mercy for the Worlds', 1s standing at a
crossroad. We are no longer capable of beholding the
reflection of our characters in the murror of mery.

The value of a single tear

The Messenger of Allah £3 is reported to have said: ‘If
a person’s eyes are filled with tears due to his fear of Allah,
then Allah Most High makes the body of that person
unlawful to Hell. And if this tear rolls down his cheek.
then Allah shall ward off all sorts of pain and disgrace
from his face

And if a person begins to cry in public, then Allah
Most High shall deliver him from Hell. Every deed can be
weighed and shall be rewarded according to its weight.
However, the reward for such a tear lies beyond any
measure. Even a single such tear suffices to extinguish the
fire of Hell. (Ibn Ab1 Dunya)

A strange incident: how a young man shall treat his
parents on the Day of Judgement

It has been narrated that on the Day of Judgement
there shall be a person whose scales shall be in perfect
balance: his good and evil deeds shall be of equal weight
Allah Most High shall say: ‘You neither belong to the
people of Paradise, nor do you belong to the people of
Hell." Right then an angel shall bring a small piece of paper
with ‘uff written on it. This small piece of paper shall
cause the person’s scale of evil deeds to weigh down.
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.Sayi_l'lg ‘uff’ to one’s parents 1s so great a misdeed that -if
weighed against the mountains- it would outweigh the
- mountains as well. The youth shall then be sent to Hell. On
his way there, the youth shall request to be brought once
more to the Divine Court. Allah Most High shall ask him:
“What do you want, o disobedient one? He shall say: ‘O
Lord! Indeed, I was disobedient towards my parents, and !
deserve to go to Hell. But see, my parents have been
condemned to hell, too. 1 came back here to ask you to
increase my punishment on their behalf and let them go
free.” Upon this, Allah shall laugh and say: ‘During your
worldly life you were disobedient toward them and now
you wish to treat them well. Go, take your parents by their
hands and lead them to Paradise.’ (Jannat Ke Haseen Manazir)

A young man’s faith in Allah’s mercy

Abu Ghalib narrated: I used to visit Sayyidina Abu
Umamah in Syria. One day, Sayyidina Abu Umamah went
to see a young man in his neighbourhood, who was
seriously ill. The young man’s uncle happened to be
- present, too. He said to the young man: '... By Allah! Had I
not told you not to do so? Had I not tried to stop you from
doing so? The young man said: ‘My dear uncle! If Allah
would make me over to my mother, how would she deal
- with me?” His uncle said: ‘She would let you enter
Paradise.” The young man said: ‘Allah is far kinder to me
than that. He loves me far more than my own mother.’
Saying - this much, he passed away. The people then
| arranged for his bath and shroud. Before he was buried,
 his uncle entered the grave to put his nephew’s body to his
last resting place. He had hardly entered the grave, when
he suddenly screamed and jumped out from there. | asked
him: ‘What frightened you?’ He said: ‘I saw how the grave
Suddenly expanded itself and was filled with light. That
had 'frightenéd me." (Jaunat Ke Haseen Manazir)
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A land that shall never become desolate nor shall its
owner ever die

Once upon a time a king moved into the splendid
palace he had got built for himself. He had spent huge
sums on decorating and embellishing his new home. He
then arranged for a feast to which he invited many people.
At the gate, he had posted some of his men who were told
to ask those coming out from the palace whether they
could find any fault with the palace. However, anyone
who came out from there said: ‘No, there is no fault with
this palace.” The last person to come out from there had
covered himself with a small blanket. He too, was asked
whether he found any fault with the palace. He said: ‘Yes. I
found two faults.” The doorkeepers stopped him and went
to inform the king. The king said: ‘I am not willing to put
up with a single fault. Bring that person here.” The man
was then brought mto the presence of the king, who asked
him: ‘Which faults did you find with my palace? The
person replied: “Well, it shall become desolate one day and
its owner shall die.” Upon this, the king asked him: ‘Is
there any place that shall not become desolate and whose
owner shall never die? The man said: ‘Yes. Paradise.” Then
he told him about the celestial bounties, and also warned
him of the punishment of Hell’ Hearing the vivid
description of the Hereafter, the king began to yearn for
heavenly bliss. Allah Most High made him incline to
worship. He accepted the stranger’s invitation (to Islam),
fled his kingdom and turned to Allah. May Allah have
mercy on him. |

One needs to take permission even in case of very
informal relations

Sayyidina Jabir .« & ., related that the Messenger of
Allah $# and some of his companions once visited a lady.
She slaughtered a goat, and prepared food for her guests.
However, when the Messenger of Allah ¥#% took a morsel,
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"he could not swallow it. He said: ‘This goat was
slaughtered without permussion from 1its real owner.” The
woman said: We have got very informai relations with
Muaz (our neightbour) We use their things, and they use
our things.” (Musnad Ahmad)

One pomt ought to be considered. The goat was
neither stolen. nor usurped. Keeping in view their
relations with one another, and their ways of dealing with
each other, 1t seemed as though there was no need to take
permission, and thus the goat was slaughtered. Yet, this
was a matter of abomination

The importance of knowledge
~ Allamah Ibn Jawzi & » said. ‘The greatest door
through which Iblees enters upon people 1s that of
ignorance. Iblees enters upon the ignorant ones without
even bothering to knock. However, he cannot enter upon a
learned person except as a thief.

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amr bin Aas . & ., narrated:
Once the Messenger of Allah £2% passed by Sayyidina
Saad « & s, who was taking Wudhu (ablution). The
Messenger of Allah ¥3% said: ‘O Saad! What wastage is
this?” Sayyidina Saad « & 4, said: ‘Can there be wastage
even while taking Wudhu (ablution)? The Messenger of
Allah ¥2% said: ‘Yes, even when you take Wudhu (ablution)
at the bank of a river.” He further said: ‘One devil has been
appointed to whisper into the hearts of those who take
Wudhy (ablution). His name is Walhan. Protect yourself
against him. He jokes with people while they are doing
Wudhy (ablution).’

It doesn’t matter where you spend your life, as long
as you spend it remembering Allah

A few months before being imprisoned, Hazrat
Mujaddid 4w, said to his friends: ‘Some great affliction is
80ing to descend on me, but it shall be a means of raising
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my status and strengthening my relation with Allah.
Without this affliction. I shall not be able to attain this
rank As long as he was imprisoned, Hazrat Mujaddid .,
had not cursed the ruler a single time. Rather, he used to
say ‘had I not been sent to prison, how would thousands
and thousands of souls have received spiritual benefit?
How would we have been able to attain those ranks which
are attached to this afflicion? His compamons wanted
him to curse the ruler so as to harm him, however, he told
them not to think so. He did his very best to follow the
Sunnah of the prophets. It was the Divine Decree which
gave him an opportunity to revive the Sunnah of
Sayyidina Yusuf m.sus by spending some time in jail.

From his prison, he wrote to his son Khawja Masoom
‘This situation is bitter and unpleasant, however, with
Allah’s help and guidance it is a sort of blessing in
disguise. You have now lots of time. So do your work, all
the time being grateful to Allah, and make sure not to
waste a single moment.

Do three things: First of all, recite the Holy Qur’an as
much as possible. Then, offer prayers with long Qiyam and
Qirat. Third, recite Kalimah Tayyibah abundantly. Keep
yourself engaged with either of these three all the time.
When you say ‘laa’, negate all the false gods of your Nafs.
Push away all your wishes and desires. Asking for what one
wants 1s like considering oneself as worthy of adoration. Let
there not even be the thought of any of your wishes and
desires be left in your heart. This is the time when you show
that you are truly a servant. If you ask for something
according to your own desire, you are rejecting the wish of
your master, and you are tryimng to go against His will. It is
as though you reject the command of your Lord and try to
be the lord yourself. Keep in mind the horrendousness of
this act, and thus extinguish all claims of lordship which the
Nafs might makes. This might -through Allah’s grace -
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become attainable in this time of trial and affliction. At
times other than this time of affliction. desires and wishful
thinking were an obstacle as great as the wall built by Zul
Qarnain. Whether we meet or not, my sincere advice to you
is that none of your wishes or desires should remain, that
you know that whatever happens, happens in accordance
with Allah’s good will and pleasure, and that even my
release from prison, which has become your greatest
objective nowadays, remains no longer an objective. I want
you to become fully pleased with whatever Allah Most
High has decreed.

The grief of being away from my home, the well, the
garden, the books, seems very petty to me. If I were to die,
I would have to leave those things behind anyway Now
that they are gone even though I am alive, 1s not a matter
of concern. The Friends of Allah leave such things behind
on their own accord. Life lasts just for a few days.
Wherever you are, consider the place as your home. It
doesn’t matter where you spend your life as long as you
spend it remembering Allah. Things are easy in this world.
Keep your focus on the Hereafter. If Allah wills, we shall
meet agam. Otherwise, be pleased with Allah’s Decree,
and pray that Allah keeps us together in Paradise, thus
making up for the meetings we missed in this world.

‘The fierceness of one’s beloved gives more delight
than his mildness

Another letter is addressed to the Shaikh of Hazrat
Mujaddid, Shaikh Badruddin. He writes: Your letter
contained complaints about the wrong and excesses
commuitted by the people. These things are in fact the Jamal
of Allah’s friends, meant to remove the rust from their
hearts. So why should it make one disheartened or
- dejected? First of all, when I was brought to this fort, I felt
“as though the taunts of the people in the cities as well as in
the villages came to me in the form of radiant clouds, one
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after the other, and I felt as though 1 was raised from an
abyss to new heights

For years | was groomed with Jamal. now I am being
groomed with Jalal Hold fast unto the station of patience
and contentment Consider Jamal: and [alali matters as
equal. Your letter said that the rising of Fitnal firushed all
sense of delight and presence, whereas 1t should have been
the other way round as the fierceness of one'« beloved
gives more delight than his mildness What happenea.
Why are you talking like a commoner? You have distanced
yourself a great deal from true love Anyways 1n future
know that Jalal is of a hugh degree than Jamal, and think that
undergoing pain is preferable to being rewarded, as [amal
and rewards adulterate the pleasure of one’s beloved with
one’s own pleasure, whereas Jalal and pain are solely for the
pleasure of the beloved

Each act of one’s beloved is beloved

In another letter to Mr. Mir Lugman, he wrote' I have
come to know thal my well-wishing friends had no success
in achieving my release. Well, there is nothing but
goodness in whatever Allah does. Since [ am only human, I
was saddened by this turn, but - by the Grace of Allah,
after a short while only, all my sadness and grief
vanquished and turned into happiness and pleasure. I am
fully convinced that the group that tries to inflict harm on
us acts in accordance with Allah’s will. So sadness and
ennu1 are meaningless. They are in contradiction to all
claims of love. Each act of the beloved is beloved, too. A
true lover delights as much in the pain that comes from his
beloved as he delights in rewards. Rather, the delight
stemming from pain is far greater than that stemming from
reward, as the latter is sullied with pleasing one’s Nafs
(concupiscence) and self-gratification, whereas the former
is free of such corruption. Allah Most High is Beautiful in
whatever He does. If he pleases to make this most humble
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bondsman suffer, then - merely by His Grace, this most
humble bondsman not only fells happy but rejoices. Hence,
wishing that person (who is the cause for my
imprisonment) ill, and trying to cause him harm, is ag unst
the demands of love. What is this person? What is his
reality? He is nothing but a mirror that reflects the doing of
the beloved. Those who are eager to cause me harm have
become the dearest of all creation to me. Tell my friends to
do away with their ill feelings, to give up all thoughts of
harming those people. Instead, they ought to take delight in
their doings. But yes, since they were commanded to pray,
let them pray with all earnestness and humility to remove
 this affliction. This I say only to comply with the command
to pray, not because it is my heart’s desire. My heart's
desire is whatever the beloved wants.

Remember, real anger is the lot of Allah’s enemies. Foi
those who love Him, there is only the appearance of anger,
- which is in fact a mirror of His mercy. It is impossible to
explain how beneficial this is. Besides, in this appearance
of anger lies concealed the badness of the deniers and it is
a cause for their trial.
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Prefaée

All praise belongs to Allah, the Exalted, And, the
choicest of invocation of blessings be on the Prophet £z .

| To proceed! Allah is praised! The ninth volume of

- Scattered Pearls is in your hands. The volumes preceding
it comprised of diverse topics. None of them was made up
of a single subject, but, praise belongs to Allah, this ninth
“volume is made up of a single subject, complete. It is: the
verses of the Qur’an on the Greatness of Allah are put
together in this volume along with their meaning and
explanation. The explanation is adapted from Tafsir Ibn
- Khathir (complete version).

This volume was completed on 15th Shab’an, at 10 pm,
- at the Markaz Nizamuddin, Delhi.

- May Allah accept this effort and cause the ummah to
_ benefit from it. Ameen!

Seeker of Allah’s pleasure
Muhammad Younus Palanpuri
Markaz Nizamuddin Delhi.
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(1). (Allah is He) Who was made the earth your
couch and the heavens your canopy, and sent down
rain from the heavens; and brought forth there with
fruits for your sustenance. Then do not set up rivals
unto Allah when you know (the truth). (2:22)

Explanation: Allah brought His creatures from nothingness
to existence. He is the One Who bestowed the visible and
the invisible blessings. He made the earth a resting place
with strong mountains as pegs and the sky as a ceiling.

To send down rain from heaven is to drop it from the
clouds. People benefit from it. And their animals too. Hence,
for this reason He alone is Worthy of all kinds of worship
and is worthy that no partners should be ascribed to him.
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(2). He is Allah who created for you all things that
are on earth. Then He turned to the heaven and made
them into seven firmaments. And of all things He has
perfect knowledge. (2:29)

Explanation: Allah is the One Who created the earth in
only two days. He is the Lord of the worlds and He
pitched strong mountains on the surface of the earth. He
has provided blessings and sustenance on earth and He
put tight all things on earth.
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- Then He turned to the heavens (41:11) that was smoke,

saying, “O earths and heavens, come willingly or

~unwillingly.” Both of them responded. “O Allah! We come
willingly!”

- He completed the heavens in two days and
- apportioned the work of each heaven. He adorned the
heaven over earth with stars as repellers of the devils.

He created the earth and after that the seven heavens,
raising them high and setting them right. He made
therefrom night and day. Then He spread the earth
bringing out of it water and fodder. And, He pitched
- mountains on it. |
Ibn Mas'ud s & 4, Ibn Abbas .« s, and some other
‘sahabah (companions of Holy Prophet sisads il jw) s éf )
have narrated that Allah’s throne was cn water and He

- had not created anything. When He dec’ ded to add more

creation, He caused smoke to rise from v-ater. It rose high

. and He caused the heavens to come into existence with it.

Then the water dried and He made the earth with it. Then
- He made seven earths one by one from it. These seven
- earths were made on two days Sunday and Monday.

The earth rests on a fish and the fish is in water which
is on safah, the angel. The angel is on a stone which is on

air. When the fish jerked earth quaked. So Allah pitched
the mountains and the earth became steady.

The mountain emanates from the earth. The trees and
so on are all the things of the earth were created on
Tuesday and Wednesday, the two days.

Then He turned toward the heaven. It was smoke, He
created it and from it seven heavens. He did it on the two
days. Thursday and Friday. In each heaven, He created its
angels, and such other things as only He knows. None
~ beside Him knows. |
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He adorned the heavens with stars and made them as
protectors or guards against the devils.

Having created the heavens and earth in six days, He
turned toward the throne and mounted it.

The heaven and earth were both smoke. We made
them a means of life (and sustenance) for everything
through mountains and water.

Ibn Jarir quoted Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Salaam windd sy
as saying that the creation of the creatures commenced on
Sunday. The earths were created in two days and all their
things in (another) two days. The heavens were created in
two days, On Friday, at the concluding hour, their creation
was over and at that very time, He created Aadam .
The Last Hour will come at this very time.

Mujahid .., said that Allah created the earth before
the heaven. The smoke that rose up from it, He made the
heavens with it. They are one above the other, seven in all.
The earths are also one below another, also seven.

Sahih al-Bukhari has transmitted the hadith of
Sayyiduna Abbas s ., that the earth was created before
the heavens. But it was spread out after wards. Then
‘water, fodder, mountain and all things of nutrition and
energy, that were placed in the earth, were brought out, so
the produce of the land with their different forms and
diverse kinds grew on it. In the same way, He created the
stationary and the revolving stars in the heaven.

Sahih muslim and Nasai, have transmitted from
Sayyiduna Abu hurairah .. s, that Allah’s Messenger £
held him by his hand and said, “Allah created dust on
Saturday, the mountains on Sunday, the trees on Monday,’
the evils on Tuesday, light on Wednesday, the beasts on
Thursday, and Aadam s on Friday after asr during the
closing hours of Friday, between after asr and night.
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(3). And He (Allah) taught Aadam the names of al!
things, then he placed them before the angels and
said “Tell Me the names of these 1f you are right ”

They smd, “Glory to You. of knowledge we have none
save what you have taught us: i truth You! You
alone are perfect in knowledge and wisdom. (2:31-32)

Explanation: Allah had given Sayyiduna Aadam ek an
extraordinary kind of knowledge and given him excellence
over the angels. He taught him all the names of all the
children, all animals, earth, heaven, mountain, rivers, dry
land, horses, donkeys, utensils, birds, wild beasts, angels,
otars, etc. Kindred small and large things.

The version of Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn ka'b «w & -, says
that Allah taught him the names of all things, both proper
names and occupational names, so much so that, as Ibn
Abbas wsa ., said, He also taught him what fart 1s.
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(4). Or, who has created the heavens and the earth,
and who sends you down rain from the sky? Yes

with it We cause to grow well planted orchards full of
beauty and delight. It is not in your power to cause
the growth of trees i them. Can there be another
besides Allali? Nay, they are a people who swerve
from justice. (27.60)
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Explanation: These words assert that One Who runs the
whole universe, Who has created everythuing, Who feeds
everyone, Who preserves everyone, Who arranges all the
world. He is Allah. He Alone has created the high heavens
and the sparkling stars and He Alone has created the
heavy, laden earth, the lofty peaks of the mountains, and
the wide, spacious plains. He is the only creator of the
fields, gardens, fruit, flowers, rivers, oceans, beasts, the
jinns, the mankind, creatures of the land and moist land.
He sends down rain and grows sustenance for His
creatures and causes fields and gardens to flourish so that
they are pleasing to the eye and very useful, very delicious
and sustamning

None of you or your gods has the power to create
anything, or even to cause a tree to grow.

Allah has created the earth stable and balanced.
Therefore. it will not shake with its dwellers. He has
caused a labyrinth of rivers to flow land after land,
irrigating fields all over growing gardens and greenery. He
created mountains over the earth to make it firm and
unshaky so that you may not lose your balance on it.

Observe His power: He has created the two seas, one sweet
and palatable and the other saltish and bitter. Both flow on
their courses without mixing though there is no visible
barrier. He has kept them apart from one another. Neither
does the bitter come into the sweet nor does the sweet come
into the bitter. Each continues to provide its benefit. Allah
causes them to flow without interrupting each other.

-
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(5). Or, who guides you through the depths of
darkness on land and sea, and who sends the winds
as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy? Is
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there a god besides Allah? High is Allah above what
they associate with Him. (27:63)

Explanation: Allah has placed such signs in the heaven
and on earth that if anyone on land or sea gets lost, he may
retrace his steps on going by them. For instance, travellers
may get their bearings right by looking at the stars.

The cool. light winds tell people of Allah’s mercy
through impending rains.

No one other than Allah can do this. And, He is
without partner.

Only Allah is worthy of being called during difficulty
and distress. He is the Hope of the forsaken, when
surrounded by violent seas in deep isolate oceans, you
remember only Him. (compare surah al-Ankabut, 29:65)

Someone asked Allah’s Messenger £8% “What is your
massage to us?” He said, “I call you to Allah Who is One
and Who has no partner, He comes to your aid when you
are trapped in a difficult situation, when you get lost in a
desert and you call Him, when you lose someone and
supplicate Him, He will rejoin you with him, when you
face draught and pray to Him, He pours down heavy rain”
The man then said, “O Messenger of Allah, give me some
instructions.” He said, “Do not say of anyone that he is
evil. Do not regard any pious work with disdain even if it
1s simply meeting your muslim brother cheerfully or
giving a sip of water to a thirsty one from your vessel.
Keep your lower garment (only up to) half down your
shin, but if you do not agree then up to your ankles, not

lower than that in any case because it smacks of arrogance
which Allah does not like.”

Wahb & .., said that he read in the earlier heavenly
Books that Allah says, “By My Might! If anyone relies on
Me and holds fast to Me, I shall save him from his
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opponents. I will certainly save him even if the heavens
and earth and all creatures combine to oppose him. And, if
anyone does not trust Me, I may while he is in peace cause
him to be swallowed in the earth and I shall not help him.”

Hafiz Ibn Asakir &, has written about a very strange
account of a man who used to transport people on his
mule from Damascus to Zahidan. He depended on the fare
earned thereby for his living. Once, he took a man on his
mule and when they came to an intersection, the passenger
asked him to go on the unfrequented road. He said, “I am
not familiar with this road. But, the one I go by is the
straight path.” Howewer, the passenger was not convinced
and insisted to be taken on the unfrequented path, saying
“1 know it well and it is a shorter path.” So, he obeyed him
and rode by the path he instructed. Shortly, they were in a
complete wilderness and he could not find any road out. It
was a very dangerous desert. Corpses lay around. He was
scared out of his wits, but the passenger asked him to stop,
“] wish to get down here.” He pulled the reins and the
passenger alighted. He pulled his garments together,
brought out a knife and attacked the mule-owner who
tried to flee but he nabbed him. He pleaded with him,
adjuring him but he was unmoved. So he offered to
ransom himself with his mule and whatever he possessed.
He said, “That is mine anyway and I do not wish to spare
you at any cost.” He reminded him of Allah and the
hereafter but nothing caused him to soften. He only
wanted to kill him, this man lost all hope and prepared to
die, so pleaded with him to let him offer two raka’at salah
(prayer). He said, “But, Hurry up!” He began to offer the
salah (prayer). However much he tried, he could not utter
even one word of the Qur'an. He stood, his arms folded
fear gripping him. The passenger pressed him to hurry up
Suddenly, his tongue uttered this verse:

FandisCssles HU AR
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{or who listens to the (soul) a:stressed when it calls
on Him and who relieves its suffering.} (27:62)

Just as he recited this verse, he saw a horseman riding
swiftly towards them, spear in his hand, out of nowhere in
the desert. Without a word, he thrust the spear in the
- bandit’s belly, piercing his liver. He fell down dead. The
horseman turned to go, but the mule-owner fell down on
his feet in gratitude. He begged of him to disclose to him
his identity. He said, “I have been sent by Him Who listens
to the distressed, the helpless and the troubled. He relieves
him of his difficulty.” So, he thanked Allah and taking his
mule and his belongings, he returned from there safe and
sound.

Another similar account is of a muslim army that faced
defeat at the hands of the infidels. They were returning
when the swift horse of them who was very generous and
pious, refused to go ahead. The saintly man did his best
but the horse did not budge. The man exclaimed, “What is
wrong with you? I fed you and nourished you for this kind
of a duty but you fail me now!” Allah enabled the horse to
speak and it complained, “My keeper whom you hand
over my grass, etc. steals from that and gives me little. He
wrongs me.” The pious man said, “Come! Henceforth, I
shall feed you myself.” On hearing that, the animal
galloped swiftly and took him to the safe place. The pious
man kept his promise and fed the animal with his own
hands placing it on his laps. The people asked him why he
pampered the horse so much and he disclosed the reason
to one of them. Soon, this news spread like wild fire and
people came from great distances to hear it with their own
ears. The Emperor of Rome also heard of it and wished to
invite the man to him, but, try as he may, he did not
succeed. Finally, he sent a man to get him to his city on
Some pretext. This man had been a Muslim but had
apostated. He came, met the man as a Muslim, and
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repented and lived as a very pious man, such an extent
that the saintly man began to trust him. He took him as
very pious and made friends with him. They kept constant
company. Having duped him and earned his confidence,
the apostate sent message to the king to send a strong man
at a certain time to the banks of the river where he would
bring the saintly man and then the two would arrest him.

When he coaxed the saintly man into accompanying
him there, the king’s strong man was already there. He
pounced on the pious man and from the other side, the
apostate held him tight. The pious man raised his eyes to
heaven and prayed, “O Allah, this man has deceived me in
Your name, I plead to you, deliver me from them as You
deem best.” Suddenly, two beasts appeared running
towards them out of nowhere. They sprang on the two
ranges and broke them into pieces before vanishing as
suddenly as they had come.

The pious man came back to his place safe and sound.

More of the verse (27:62): In the foregoing lines, the
verse (62) of surah an-Naml was quoted in part (when the
mule-owner was in the hands of the bandit). The next
words of this verse are:

F 2 sElis s
{ . ..and makes you inheritors of the earth.} (27:62)

Allah described his greatness and then tells mankind
that He made mankind inheritors of the earth so that they
follow each other continuously. One after the other, they
continue to inherit the earth and Allah raises some in ranks
over the other.

It is in this sense that Sayyiduna Aadam . is called
the Khalifah (Caliph) for, his descendants will continue to
succeed each other. The same thing is expressed in the

verse beginning:
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{ And when 1 your Lord said to the angels. . .} (2:30-32)

One follows another and an era follows another and
one people follow another.

This is Allah’s Power and wisdom, for, if He had
willed He would have created all at the same time and
eliminated all of them together. But, He arranged that as
one dies another takes his place.

He created Sayyiduna Aadam ... Then, He spread his
progeny. He made it possible for the earthlings to earn their
livelihood and live with contentment. If all mankind were to
inhabitate the world together, then there would have been
utter confusion and demand would have exceeded supply.
People would then have hurted each other.

Therefore, the current procedure is Allah’s wisdom. The
birth and death, arrival and departure of everyone is pre-
destined. Allah has knowledge of everyone. No one and
nothing is hidden from Him. He will also bring a day when
He will assemble all people of all ages in one plain. He will
judge them and reward the pious and punish the wicked.

Verse (27:62) concludes:
@635 EGNLS b diFs )z

{ Is there a God with Allah? But little are you
admonished.} (27:62)
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(6). Among His signs is this, that He created you
from dust, and then behold, you are men scattered
(far and wide)!

And among His signs is this, that He created for you
mates from among yourselves that you may dwell in
tranquility with them. And He has put love and
mercy between your (hearts). Surely in that are signs
for those who reflect. (30:20-21)

Explanation: Of the innumerable signs of Allah’s
omnipotence is that He created your father, Aadam x4
from dust. He created all of you from a drop of despicable
water. Then He gave you good appearances, He turned the
drop of sperm into congealed blood and then into a lump
of flesh. Then He turned that into bones which He clothed
with flesh and blew into it the soul, Then, He created the
eyes ears and nose and brought it out of its mother’s
womb safely. Then He turned feebleness into strength.
And, He made it stronger, mightier, taller and powerful
day by day. He gave it life and mobility and peace. Then,
He gave it possessions and tools. He made him chief and
gave him means to travel, like diverse conveyances on sea
and on land.

Allah gave him a mind to think, ponder, decide,
understand and acquire knowledge. He also taught him
worldly pursuits, ways to earn a living and to lead a
respectable life and gave him knowledge to work for the
next world.

Allah is without blemish, He places everything
appropriately and everyone at its correct position. He
distinguishes each creature with its peculiar features,
language, economic status of opulence or poverty,
intelligence or stupidity, piety or wickedness, good fortune
or hardship - every individual may see the Lord’s signs in
himself and in others.
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According to a hadith in Musnad Ahmad, Allah took a
fistful of dust from the entire earth from that He created
Aadam . This is why the children of Aadam ,ns .
have varying colours: fair, white, red, black. Some are evil
and some good. So, some are good natured and some bad
natured.

In the next verse, Allah says that He created mates for
you from your own species, and this is another of His
signs. You get comfort from one another. Another verse
says that Allah created you from a single person, and from
him He created his mate(verse 4:1) that they may get peace.

Sayyidah Hawwa ,a.u was created from the left rib of
Sayyiduna Aadam ,».s .., the rib that is the smallest. If
human beings had their mates of another species, then the
love and compassion would be lacking. Allah put in them
love and compassion for their mates. Man loves his wife
and is kind to her. They have children whose upbringing is
the responsibility of both parents and depends on their
mutual love.

In short Allah has placed many reasons for man to live
comfortably with his mate.

This, too, is a perfect sign of the Lord’s mercy and
power. A slight pondering leads one to its truth.
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(7). And among His signs 1s the creation of the
heavens and the earth, and the vanations in your
languages and your colours; surely in that are signs
for those who know.
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And among His signs is the sleep that you take by
night and by day. And the quest that you (make for
livelihood) out of His bounty; surely in that are signs
for those who listen. (30:22-23)

Explanation: The Lord of the worlds mentions another of
His great signs: the creation of the very high heaven with
the stars illuminating it. Some of them revolve while some
are stationary. He created the earth solid and firm with its
mountains, plains, desert, rivers, oceans, hillocks, rock,
trees, etc.

The signs include the languages, colours. There are the
Arabs, the Turks, the Kurds, the Romans, the French, the
Ethiopians, the Indians, the Persians etc, with their
languages, only Allah knows how many languages there are.

The variations in human languages is coupled by their
diverse colours. This also demonstrates the greatness and
glory of Allah. Just imagine, millions of people assemble at
one place and they may belong to one extended family.
one tribe or one nation, but no two people could be found
without some difference in them, though they have
identical limbs of the body. Each of them has a pair of
eyes, ears, hands and legs, one face, nose, head, forehead,
and so on, yet each is different from the other in details
features, get-up, habits, speech, voice, delivery. Some are
beautiful or handsome, others are ugly.

Everyone with knowledge can know the Omnipotent.
The Maker is known through the creation.

Sleep is another of the signs of nature. It removes
fatigue and gives relief and comfort. Nature has made
night for sleep.

Day is made to work for quest of sustenance, earning a
livelihood and business activities.

‘Night and day are very different from one another.
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Certainly, these are signs for those who hearken,
ponder and observe.
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(8). And among His signs He shows you the
lightmng by way both of fear and of hope, and He
sends down rain froni the sky and with it gives life to
the earth after it is dead: surely in that are signs for

those who are wise.

And among His signs is this, that heaven and earth
stand by His command. Then when He calls you, by
a single call, from the earth, behold, you come forth
(straightaway). (30:24-25)

Explanation: Another of Allah’s signs of His greatness 15
the lightning from the heaven. It frightens you lest it kill
any of you. Sometimes, it give you hope of rain and
abundant water.

~ Allah is the One Who sends down rain with which He
revives the land that was dry without vegetation.

This is a clear sign for the intelligent. They realize on
~ seeing it that Allah Who revives this land will resurrect
them too after their death. He is able to do it.

Another of His signs is that He has made both earth
and heaven to stand, preserving them from destruction.

When Umar ibn al-Khattab « a s, had in mind an
emphatic oath, he would say, “By Allah with Whose
command the earth and heaven are steady!”
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On the day of resurrection, He will change the earth
and heaven. He will bring out the dead alive from their
graves. Allah Himself will call them and they will revive
only at one call and come out of their graves. It is as in
another verse that on the day He will call you, you shall
praise Him and respond to Him, and you will think that
you had tarried a little.

Another verse says:
@8l b BBosiels 55 Bl

{ Then there will be a single (compelling) cry, and
behold they will begin to see!} (79:13-14)

And another:
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{ It will be no more than a single blast, when lo! They
will all be brought up before us! } (36:53)
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(9). To Him belongs every being that is in the
heavens and on earth: all are devoutly obedient to
Him. He is the One Who begins (the process of)
creation; then repeats it; and for Him it is most easy.
To Him belongs the loftiest similitude in the heavens
and the earth: for He is the Exalted in Might, full of
wisdom. (30: 26-27) |

Explanation: The entire creation of all the heavens and all
the earths belongs to Allah. All creatures are His slaves and
subservient to Him. Everyone is helpless before Him. He
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created the first time and will repeat it again. Compared to
the first creation, repeating is always easy and light.

- According to a hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari, Al ah’s
Messenger £ said that Allah says, “The son of /aajam
belies Me while he has no right to do so. He speaks ill of
Me though he has no right to it too. His belying Me is to
say that just as I created him the first time, I cannot create
him again, But, creating the second time is easier than the
first creation. His speaking ill of Me is to say that I have
children though I am One, the Independent, Who does not
beget nor was begotten, and He has no partner(Bukhari #
4974), In short, both the creations are in His power.

Nothing is difficult for Him.

Just as the heavenly bodies are clearly reflected in
clean, clear pond, so too are the hearts of great pious men
in which the greatness and might of Allah is always
reflected and they see it. |

He is the overpowering. No one can dictate Him.
Everything is subordinate to Him.

His power embraces everything. He is wise in His
words and deeds in every affair.
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(10). Among His signs is this, that He sends the
winds as heralds of glad tidings, giving you a taste of
His mercy- that he ships may sail by His command
and that you may seek of His bounty in order that
you may be grateful. (30:46)

Explanation: Before it rains, light, pleasant winds blow
. giving hope of rain. When it rains, neighbourhoods
- flourish and become lively. Ships and boats are helped by



Scattered Pearls vol 9 228

winds. In this way, commerce is boosted. So you must
thank Allah for these blessings.
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(11). Allah is the One Who sends the winds and they
raise the clouds: then does He spread them in the sky
as He wills. and break themt into fragments until you
see raindrops issue from the midst of it: then when
He has made them reach such of His servants as He
wills, behold they do rejoice! Even though, before they
received (tie rain) - just before this they were dumb
with despair! Then contemplate (O man!) the
memorials of Allal’s mercy! How He gives life to the
earth after its death: certainly, He unll also give life to
those who are dead: for, He has power over all things.
And if we send a wind from which they see (their
tilth) turn yellow- belold, they become, thereafter,
ungrateful. (30:48-51)

Explanation: Allah says that He sends winds that
transport the clouds from oceans or as Allah wills. Then
He spreads the clouds in the sky. You may have seen a
small cloud rises up and spreads covering the sky.
Sometimes, they rise from the oceans with water. This is
what He says in the initial words of this verse. Then He
makes them fragments and one upon another. They
become dark black pregnant with water, and come lower



Scattered Pearls vol.9 229

- down, nearer to earth. Then they pour down rains and
- people rejoice.

They had lost hope of rain. When they had despaired
completely, it rained. The dry spell turned into abundance
and prosperity.

The power of you Lord that you see will also resurrect
the dead from their graves when their bodies have
decayed. Thus Allah is over all things powerful.

If Allah were to send an adverse wind making their
fields barren then they would become ungrateful,
- disbelievers. The same thing 1s menhoned in surah al-

‘Wagiah:
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{ See you the seed that you sow in the ground? Is it
you that cause it to grow, or are We the Cause?

Were it Our will, We could crumble it to dry powder
and you would be left in wonderment, (saying,) “We
are indeed left with debts (for nothing). Indeed, we
are shut out (of the fruits of our labour).” } (56:63-67)

| Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr « & s, said that winds
" are of eight kinds. Four of them herald mercy and four
‘bring trouble. The former -~ four are: Nashirat,
Mubashshirat, Mursilat and Dhariyat.

The four that bring trouble are: ageem, sursur, aasif
and qasif. They bring punishment. The first two are on -
land and the final two are on water.

The Prophet £ said that winds are controlled by the

second earth. When Allah decided to punish the people of
Aad, He commanded the keeper of winds, He asked Allah,
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“May I make such a hole in the case of winds as is in the
nose of an ox.” Allah forbade him to do that, for, that
would topple the earth and all its belongings. He asked
him to make it of the same weight as the ring. So the wind
escaped only from this much hole. Wherever it reached it
ruined the place completely. Over whatever it blew, it
exterminated it.

b0 BB ualaba g Buisd 'f-iua’ 22 God
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(12) Allah is He Who created you mn a state of
weakness, then gave (you) strength after weakness,
then, after strength, gave (you) weakness and a hoary
head. He creates as He wills, and He is the One Who
has all knowledge and power. (30:54)

Explanation: Give a look at man’s rise and fall. He begins
as dust. Then he is a sperm, a clot of blood, lumps of flesh,
bones are added to that and flesh is clothed over it. Then
the soul is blown into it. Then he emerges from the womb
weak and thin. Gradually, he grows and gains strength.
He goes through childhood into youth... finally, growth is
suspended. Strength begins to sap and he is of middle age
and then old aged, becomes decrepit. Weakness after
strength is also worth learning from: wrinkles, dry cheeks,
broken teeth, grey hair, This is weakness after strength.

Allah does what He likes. He may mend something or
end something. Everything is in His power. All the
creation is subservient to Him. He is Master of all, The
knower, The Omnipotent. No one knows what He does
and no one has power like Him.

F&MUTU“‘J)QP)S|¢JJ1}L§J oé-gsi.)u,..._llu}.&
Jsu..k;:sl..dsb;t»(:blu..LfT, y,gsu..ka.:s



Scattered Pearls vol.9 231

J3 " 3 e G301 S 56 5350 il IS 10 @S 535
O P 30BN

(13) He created the heavens without any pillars that
you can see He set on the earth mountains standing
firm, lest it should shake with you. And He scattered
through it beasts of all kinds. We send down rain
from the sky, and produce on the earth every kind of
noble creature, in pairs. Such is the creation of Allah:
now show Me what is there that others besides Him
have created: nay but the transgressors are in
manifest error. (31:10-11)

Explanation: Allah mentions His perfect power. He alone
is the creator of the universe. He created the heaven
without pillars high above and He set mountains on earth
to keep it stable. He created so many liv'ng things that till
this day, no one has been able to reckon t 1em.

So, He is the creator, the only creator. He also is the
sustainer and the provider. He sends down rain that
makes fields fertile and able to produce different kinds or
edibles, pleasing to the eye, palatable and envigorating.

Sharbi &..., said that man too isa product of the earth. The
deserving of paradise is praiseworthy and the liable to go
to hell is reproached.

You have before you Allah’s creation but where is the
creation of those whom you worship besides Him? If there
is none, then they are not creators and if that is so, they are
not deities, in which case worshipping them is a grave
injustice. Hence, who can be more blind, deaf, foolish,
ignorant, brainless and unintelligent than one who ascribes
partner to Allah.

2.2 s - | 2 o ol 3%
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(14). Do you not see that Allah has subjected to your
(use) all things in the heavens and on earth, and fas
made His bounties flow to you in exceeding measure
(both) seen and unseen? Yet there are among men
those who dispute without guidance and without a
Book to enlighten them! (31:20)

Explanation: Allah mentions His blessings. The stars work
for you and give light, the clouds pour rain, everything is
for you.

The heaven is a strong ceiling for you. The rivers,
springs, seas and oceans, trees, fields, fruit, flowers are all
- blessings for you that Allah has given you.

There are also innumerable unseen blessings from
Allah. Examples are: His Messengers, revelations of Books,
removing doubts from hearts.

The fact is that after receiving so many and such great
blessings, justice demands that everyone ought to have
obeyed Him. But, it is a pity that many people continue to
argue about Allah simply out of their ignorance and error
without any evidence to the contrary.
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(15). If you ask them, “Who has created the heavens
and the earth?” They will certainly say, “Allah”,
Say, “Praise be to Allah.” But, most of them
understand not. To Allal belong all things in heaven
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and earth: surely, Allah! He is free of all wants,
worthy of all praise. (31: 25-26)

Explanation: Allah says that the polytheists and idolaters
concede that Allah 1s the creator of all things but, in spite
of that, they worship others besides Allah. Also, they
know that their deities are also a creation of Allah and
- subject to His command.

Allah is Independent of everything while all are
dependent on Him. He is Praiseworthy both in creation
and in enacting commands.
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(16). And if all the trees on earth were pens and the
ocean (were ink), with seven oceans behind it to add
to its (supply). Yet would not the words of Allah be
exhausted (in the writing) for Allah is Exalted in
power, full of wisdom. And your creation or your
resurrection is in no wise but as an individual soul:
for Allah is He Who hears and sees (all things).
(31:27-28)

Explanation: Allah mentions His greatness, might and
glory. He recounts His attributes and His uncountable and
great words. None can comprehend them, encompass
them or count them. The Prophet £8% who is the chief of
mankind and the seal of prophet hood said:

AD e enaiad

‘I cannot count (Your blessings and) Your praise,
You are as You have praised Yourself.”
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Allah, the Exalted, says that if all the trees on earth
were pens and all the oceans were ink and there were
seven more oceans besides them and the attributes of
Allah were to be written down, then the pens would wear
out, the ink would exhaust, but the attributes of Allah, the
One, Without partner would yet remain to be written
down. Let not anyone suppose that if there were more
than seven oceans that would be enough to write all the
words of Allah. Rather, the meaning is that Allah’s words
are innumerable. Also, it must not be supposed that there
are only seven oceans. This kind of traditions are among
the Banu Isra’il and we cannot vouch of them or reject
them. However, what we have written we have a verse of
the Qur’an to uphold it.
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{Say: “If the ocean were ink (where with to write out)
the words of my Lord, sooner would the ocean be
exhausted than would the words of my Lord, even if
we added another ocean like it, for its aid.} (18:109)

The meaning here too is not to just bring another ocean
like it, but to go on bringing one ocean after another ad
infinitum. Allah’s words would not be exhausted.

Hasan Busri #ia., said that if Allah begins to dictate his
commands, the pens would break up and the oceans
would be exhausted. The polytheists say that the word
would finish, but this verse rejects it: the strange thing of
the Lord will not exhaust, His wisdom has no limit and
His attributes and His knowledge know no bounds.

The learning of all creatures relative to Allah is like a
drop of water relative to an ocean. Allah’s words do not
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perish, nor can anyone comprehend them. He is beyond
and more than our praise of Him.

The Jewish scholars of Madinah had asked the Prophet
2% about this verse:

@Y Vlpdd 523885515
{ ... and you have not been given of knowledge
except a little.} (17:85)

“Does this refer to us or to your people?” He said, “All!”
They asked, “Then what would you say of the verse of the
Qur'an that everything is mentioned in the Torah?” He
said, “Listen! That and whatever you have is very little
compared to Allah’s words. Allah revealed as much as was
enough for you.” Then This verse was revealed. However
this verse ought to have been of Madinah but it really is of
Makkah. Allah knows best!

Allah is powerful over all things. Everything is helpless
before Him. No one can defy His intention. He is most
Exalted with regard to His doings, words, shari’ah,
wisdom and attributes, and is most Dominant.

Then Allah says: to create all mankind and to re-create
them after causing them to die is as easy for Me as to
create an individual soul.

He simply has to give one command (and it becomes) and
it does not take an eye to twinkle.

He does not have to repeat His command, nor is there
need for a means or any material.

The Last Day will occur with just one command and,
again, all will be resurrected with just one command.

Allah is All-Hearing and All-Aware. Just as someone’s
Personal affairs are not unknown to him, so the affairs of
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all the people are not concealed from Him. Allahu Akbar -
Allah is the Greatest.
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(17). Do you not see that Allal nierges might into day
and He merges day into night: that He has subjected
the sun and the moon (to His law) each running its
course for a term appointed: and that Allah is well
acquainted with all that you do. That is because Allah
1s the (only) Reality and because whatever else they
invoke besides Him is falsehood, and because Allah -
He 1s the Most High, Most Great. (31:29-30)

Explanation: Allah is the only One Who diminishes night
somewhat and increases day that much, or increases night
by some moments and decreases day by that much. In
winter, days are shorter and nights are longer but in
summer it is the other way about.

The sun and moon obey His command and follow their
prescribed orbit. They will do this till the Last Day and will
not falter even the shghtest bit.

According to the two sahih books (Bukhari and Muslim),
the Prophet %% asked Sayyiduna Abu Dhar wa s, “Do
you know where the sun goes?” He submitted, “Only
Allah and His Messenger Know.” The Prophet #¥f said,
“It goes and prostrates ifself under the divine throne. It
then asks its Lord for permission. The day is not far when

'Il

it will be told, “Go back from where you had come!

Ibn Abbas «wa -, said that the sun may be compared to
the watering man (who supplies water). By day, it follows
its orbit. After sunset, the sun continues its orbit on the
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other side of the earth®. This will go on till it rises from the
east. The same happens to the moon.

The next words are: Allah is well acquainted with all
that you do. This 1s like the verse that means:. Do you not
know that whatever is in the heavens and the earth, Allah
has knowledge of it. He Alone is the Creator of all and the
Knower of all.

Allah says that He has created seven heavens and as
many earths. . . (to the end of the hadith).

Allah manifests these signs that you may believe in

- Allah’s existence and regard all others as false. He is

Independent of all and unconcerned about others. All are
dependent on Him and look to Him for their needs. They
are all His creatures and His slaves. None of them is able
to make the tiniest thing move. If all the creatures join
together to create housefly, all of them will fail. He is
above everyone. Nothing is above Him. He is the Greatest
and none is great before Him, everything is debased in His
presence. Allah is without blemish.
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(18). Do you not see that the ships sail through the
ocean by the grace of Allah? — that He may show you
of His signs? Surely in this are signs for all who
constantly persevere and give thanks.

When a wave covers them like a canopy (of clouds),
they call to Allah, offering Him sincere devotion but

® The text 1»: under the earth.
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when He has delivered them safely to land, there are
among them those that halt between (right and
wrong). But none reject Our signs except only a
perfidious ungrateful (wretch)! (31:31-32)

Explanation: Allah enables ships to sail in water. If He had
not given water the ability to hold a ship, and ship the
ability to cut through water, ships would never have sailed
in the seas.

Those who show patience in hardship and are grateful
in comfort can learn much from His signs.

When their ships are trapped in rough seas and the
high, violent waves rock their ships, the disbelievers forget
their idolatory and disbelief, and they begin beseech one
God. It is as in a verse:

BT RV TH A
{ When distress seizes you at seq. . . } (17:67)
BRI R A1
“If we have mercy on them and deliver them to

safety, then all, but a few, revert to disbelief.”

This is the interpretation of Mujahid dixs, And, Allah says:
A

Some of them are wrong-doers and some one between

extremes. . ..

Tbn Zayd i, said the same thing. It is as Allah’s words

wriolE 2 %
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Some of them wrong themselves while some are moderate.

On, it could refer to both. In this case, the meaning is that
one who has seen this condition and has come out of distress,
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he must do his best to do pious deeds. But, such people
continue to remain uncommitted and some turn to disbelief,
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(19) Surely, the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah
(alone). He sends down rain and He knows what is in
the wombs. Nor does anyone know what he will earn
on the morrow, nor does anyone know n what land he
is to die. Surely Allah is Knower, Aware. (31:34)

Explanation: These are the keys of the unseen that only
Allah knows and no one else, unless Allah informs him.
The time of the Last Hour is not known to any Prophet or

Messenger or any of angels who are close to Allah. Only
Allah knows it.

So it is with rain. No one knows when, where and how
much it will pour. The angels know of it only when they
are commanded to pour it and they are those angels who
are assigned this duty.

It is the same with a pregnant woman. Will she deliver
a male child or a female? Only Allah knows it and when
He Commands those angels who are assigned this duty,
they learn about the child what will it be: male or female,
pious or impious, etc.

No one knows about his own doings on the morrow.
And so, too, no one can say where he would die.

According to another verse:
G LA 22 P A% ”2
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{With Him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures
- that none knows but He.} (6:59)
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According to a hadith, the keys of the unseen are these
very five things.

Musnad Ahmed has the hadith of Allah’s Messenger
£ that he said, “There are five things that no one but
Allah knows.” Then he recited the foregoing verse (6:59)°.

According to another hadith, “I have been given the
keys to everything but not to five things”. He then recited
this verse.®

Sayyiduna abu Hurayrah . & s, narrated that the
Prophet ¥t was among them when a man came and
asked, “O Messenger of Allah, what is eeman (faith)?” He
said, “It is to believe in Allah, in His angels, His Books, His
Messenger, the hereafter and in resurrection after death.”
The man asked, “What is Islam?” He said, “Worship of one
Allah without ascribing partners to Him, to offer salah, to
pay zakal (annual due charity), to fast during Ramadan.”
The man asked, “What is ihsan?” He said, “That you
worship Allah as though you see Him and if you do not
see Him then He sees you.” He asked, “When is the Last
Hour due?” He said, “Neither I have knowledge of it nor
you. But, I can tell you of its portents: when the female
slave gives birth to her master and when the bare-footed
and the naked will become chiefs of men. The knowledge
of the Last Hour is one of the five things that no one but
Allah Knows.” Then he recited this very verse. That man
departed. The Prophet £%% instructed his sahabah .= & )
“Go fetch him!” But, he could not be traced and the
Prophet %% said, “He was Jibril ;.4 o, come to teach
religion to people.” ©

According to the version in Musnad Ahmed, Jibril .
s put his palms on the Prophet £3% knees while putting

® Musnad Ahmed 2-24.
© Bukhari # 4627, narrated Ibn Umar asii s,
© Bukhari # 50, Muslim #5-9, Trimdhi # 2619
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these questions. “What is Islam?” He said, “That you keep
yourself attentive to Allah and bear tesimony that Al h is
One and has no partner and that Muhammad is His s ave
and Messenger When you do it, you are a Muslim.” He
asked, “What 1s eeman?” He said. “That you believe 1n
Allah, the hereafter, the angels, the books, the Prophets,
death and resurrection after death, paradise and hell, the
reckoning, the scales, the good and bad of predestination ”
He asked, “If I do that, am I a believer?” He said, “Yes”.
Then he asked about ihsan and got the same reply as in the
foregoing hadith. Then he asked about the Last Day and he
said, “Subhan Allah, this is one of the five things that only
Allah knows,” and he recited the foregoing verse and,
among the portents. he mentioned that people. will build
tall, large buildings ©

- A man of Banu Aamir came to the Prophet #%¢ and
asked, “May I come m?” He instructed his servant to go
and teach him manners, or, he did not know how to seek
permission. “Teach him to offer the salaam first and then
ask, “May I come in?” The man heard him and followed
the directions. He was allowed in. He asked, “What have
you brought for us”” He said, “(I have brought) goodness!
Listen, Worship Allah alone Give up Laat and Uzza. Offer
five salah every day Fast one month once in a year. Collect
zakah from the affluent among you and pay it to your poor
people.” He asked, “O Messenger, is there any thing of
knowledge that you do not know?” He said, “Yes! There is
such a knowledge as no one knows other than Allah”
Then he recited this verse.

Mujahid & «., narrated that a villager came to the
Prophet £} and asked him, “My wife is expecting. Tell me
whether 1t will be a male or a female? We are facing

—

® Musnad Ahmed 1-51, Muslim #1-70, Abu dawud #4695, Ibn Majah
#63.
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draught Tell me when will it rain? I know when I was
born, now find out for me, when shall I die?” In response
to this, the verse was revealed making 1t clear that he had
no definite news of those things Mujahid said, “These are
the keys of the unseen about which Allah says that only
He has the keys of the unseen.

Sayyidah Ayshah v.a -, said, “If anyone tells you that
Allah’s Messenger %% knew what will happen on the
morrow, then be sure that man 1s a liar. Allah says that no
one knows what will happen tomorrow.”

Qatadah 4., said, “There are many things knowledge
of which Allah gave no one, neither a Prophet nor an
angel. Allah has the knowledge of the Last Hour and no
one else knows about when it will occur. No one can say
whether a pregnant women would deliver a male child or
a female, rosy cheeked or black, but Allah Knows it. No
one knows whether he will be pious tomorrow or wicked,
be alive or dead. No one knows where he will be buried or
thrown into the sea ...

According to a hadith, if anyone is destined to die
somewhere then he is made to go there for some reason.
He goes there and death awaits him at that place.

According to one version, the Prophet £8% recited the
foregoing verse after speaking those words. |

According to a hadith, on the day of resurrection, the earth
will say to Allah, “These are what You had entrusted me.”®
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(20). Allah is He Who has created the heavens and
the earth, and all between them, in six days. Then He
established Himself on the throne (of authority). You
have none, besides Him, to protect or intercede (for
you): will you not then receive admonition?

He rules (all) affairs from the heavens to the earth. In
the end will (all affairs) go up to Him, on a day, the
space where of will be (as) a thousand years of your
reckoning.

Such is He, the knower of all things, ludden and
open, the Exalted (in power), the Merciful. (32:4-6)

Explanation: Allah alone is the Creator of everything. He
is the Owner, the Creator. He has in His hands the bridle
of everything. He rules all affairs and has power over
everything. There is no one to rule the creation besides
Him and no one to intercede besides Him. Why do you not
see that such a One cannot have a partner? Why do you
‘worship others and trust in them? He 1s free of an equal, a
minister, an adviser, a partner or an associate. There is no

B dexty besides Him nor a protector.

~ Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ws ., narrated that Allah’s
Messenger £8% ook him by the hand and said, “Allah
created the heaven and earth and all between them, On the
seventh day, He established Himself on the throne. Dust
was prepared on Saturday, mountains on Sunday, trees on
Monday, evil on Tuesday, light on Wednesday, animals on
Thursday and Aadam ,»i«u on Friday after asr towards
the close of the day. He created him from the dust of the
entire world which was red, black, good, bad: of every
kind, On this basis, the progeny of Aadam ,»... are good
and bad.
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Allah’s command descends from above the seven
heavens and issues right down to below the seven earths.
It is as in another verse:
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{Allah 1s He Who created seven firmaments and of

the earth a similar number. Through the midst of
them, descends His Command.} (65:12)

Deeds are raised up to their register which is at the
heaven just above earth. The distance between earth and
the first heaven is five hundred years journey and that
much away is its heart or center The angels travel to and
fro in the twinkle of an eye, by the will of Allah. This 1s
why He said: “In a day which, by your reckoning, is one
thousand years.”

Allah dictates these affairs He 1s Aware of the deeds of
His creatures. All their minor and major deeds are taken up
to Him. He is Dominant and has made every thing
subservient to Him. All creatures and all necks are bowed
down before him. He is very Merciful to His believing slaves.

He is Exalted and Mighty in His Mercy and Merciful in
His Might.
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(21). He Who has made everything which He has
created most good. He began the creation of man with
(nothing more than) clay, and made his progeny from
a quintessence of the nature of a fluid despised.
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But He fashioned him in due proportion, and
- breathed into him something of His spirit. And He
gave you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and
feeling (and understanding). Little thanks do you
give! (32: 7-9) . -

Explanation: Allah created everything very well and in the
best of way, extremely beautiful. Ponder over every
creation and most of all over man’s creation. His origin is
dust with which (his father) Sayyiduna Aadam ,s.s. was
created. Then his descendants continue to be created from
sperm that ejects from man’s back and chest,

After creating Aadam ,». ., He fashioned him and
breathed into him from some of His spirit. And, He made
the ears, eyes and a power of understanding.

How sad that you do not give more thanks. The man
who uses the strength and ability giver: by Allah in His
path will earn a good result.
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(22). And they say, “What! When we lie, hidden and
lost, in the earth, shall we indeed be in a creation
renewed?” Nay, they deny the meeting with their
Lord! Say, “The angel of death, put in charge of you,
will (duly) take your souls then shall you be brought
back to your Lord.” (32: 10-11)

Explanation: The infidels do not believe in resurrection. This
is the conception of the materialists and the sceptics. They
imagine Allah on their own habit and compare Allah’s
unlimited power with their own limited and poor potency.
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They do believe that Allah created them the first time
but surprisingly they cannot bring themselves to believe
that He can create them a second time too. In fact, He only
has to command. He only says ‘Be” and it will be. Actually,
they deny that they would meet their Lord.

The angel of death takes out the soul. He has other
angels with him as helpers who bring the soul up to the
nostrils and then he extracts it. The distance is rolled up for
them and it seem that it is just in front of them.

According to a mursal hadith and also a saying of
Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas « & ., the Prophet £%% saw the
angel of death at the bed of an ansar on the side or his
head, and said, “O angel of death, let it be easy for my
sahabi.” He said, “O Prophet of Allah, be assured and have
a happy heart, by Allah! I am always mild with the
believers. O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, I go round
every house on arid land or moist, all over the world, five
times a day. I know everyone, young or old, better than he
knows himself. O Messenger of Allah by Allah! I certainly
‘as not possess enough power to take the soul of even a
mosquito, unless Allah gives the command.” °

Sayyiduna Jafar . & .- explained that the angel of
death looks out for each person five times a day, is that if
he preserves his five times salah then the angels stay with
him and the devil keeps away from him And, when he is
about to die, the angel prompts him to say:

' - b ) @ -
b 3 S e it V1AL

(There is no God but Allah and Muhammad 1s
Allah’s Messenger)

Mujahid &, said that the angel of death goes to every
house twice a day.

® Ibn Abu Hatim
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Ka'b Ahbar said that he also stands at every door and
watches seven times a day. He looks for anyone whose
soul he might have been commanded to extract.

On the day of resurrection, Allah will cause all to
return. They will come out of the graves and present
themselves before Allah, and reap the consequences of
their deeds.
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(23). Do they not see that We do drive ramn to
parched soil (bare of herbage), and produce therewith
crops, providing food for their cattle and themselves?
Have they not miston? (32:27)

Explanation: Allah mentions His mercy and blessings. He
sends down water from the heaven. It flows down from
mountains, lofty places into canals. Rivers, seas and thence it
spreads around. Barren land turns fertile. Dry patches grow
herbage. Death transforms into life. The verse covers all land
that has gone lifeless and the land begins to break up and
have fissures. Indeed, the earth of Egypt is an example. It 1s
quenched and irrigated by the Nile. The rain water of
Ethiopia drags the red sand sometimes into Egypt whose
earth which is brackish and thin becomes cultivable with the
water and the sand. Thus, every year in every harvest, they
get the crop with fresh water that 1s spread out

This is the kindness of the Merciful, the Compassionate,
the Bountiful, the Wise. He alone 1s Praisworthy.

When Egypt was conquered, the Egyptians came to the
conqueror Sayyiduna Amr Ibn Aas w4 4, in their month
Bu'dnah®. They said, “It is our tradition to make an

® Ba’unah or Budnah
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offering in this month to the Nile otherwise we get no
water on the twelfth of this month, we take a virgin girl,
the only child of her parents, making them willing to hand
her over to us. We adorn her very well and cast her in the
river, girl and all the ornaments on her.”

The governor of Egypt, Amr Ibn Aas x4 <, said, “This
is a stupid, ignorant custom. Islam cannot tolerate it. You
cannot do it.” They desidted.

There was no water in the Nile that year for one month.
People decided to go away from Egypt. The governor of
Egypt who had conquered it wrote to the amir ul-muminin,
Umar Ibn Khattab w4 -, He wrote a letter commending the
governer’s action and instructing him to drop an enclosed
letter into the Nile. Amr ibn Aas wa <, took the letter and
read it. It said: “This letter is from Allah’s slave, amir ul-
monmunin Umar to the Nile of the people of Egypt. Praise is
for Allah and may blessings be on the Prophet £%% If you
flow at your will, that is a different thing, but if you flow at
the will of Allah, the Exalted, the One, the Dominant, then
we pray to Allah to make you flow.”

Amr ibn Aas .« a -, took the letter and dropped it into
the Nile. Within the night, sixteen cubits deep water began
to flow in the Nile. The dry spell in Egypt gave way to
prosperity. Every tract of land became fertile and green.
Thereafter, no offering was made.®

Another verse of like meaning is:
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{Then let man look at his food (and how we provide
it).} (80:24)

© See also “The Story of the Creation, p44 and “The Lives of the Noble
Caliphs” p 181, both Darul-Isha’at, Karachi.
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Allah pours out water abundantly and cleaves the
earth in clefts. Then He makes grain to grow therein It is
the same thing here (in the verse under discussion) Do
they not observe?

Ibn Abbas w.ai ., said, “It is the land on which there is
insufficient rain Then, it is irrigated by the water of rivers
and cannals.

Ibn Zayd u .., said that it is the earth without any
produce and is dusty. It is to such lands that the verse
(36:33) refers:

---85301 5591044
{A sign for them 1s the earth that 15 dead . ]
Allah gives 1t life and produces grain there from . . |
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(24). See they not how Allah oniginates creation, then
repeats it: truly that is easy for Allah.

Say: “Travel through the earth and see how Allah did
originate creation; so will Allal produce a later creation:
Jor Allah has power over all things.” (29:19-20)

Explanation: Allah created them out of nothingness, yet
they do not believe that they would be brought to life after
they die. They do not need arguments to prove that one
who can create the first time may create again. Rather, it is
easier the second time.

The next verse guides them to ponder the signs on
earth, Look at all things on 1t and on the heaven above.
These things were non-existent and Allah caused them to
- exist., clearly, these signs speak of Allah’s Power. How
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much can He do. All he says is Be’ and it becomes. He is
independent and decides for Himself. He has no need of
means or helpers. This subject has been stated elsewhere
too: He creates new creation. He recreates and it is very
easy for Him.

Then He says: Travel on land. You will observe how
Allah created the first time. You will then know how the
recreation will be on the day of resurrection. Allah 1s over
all things Powerful.

Allah says that He will show them signs in all corners of
the world and in themselves too so that truth will down on
them. He also says elsewhere:
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(Were they created of notlung or twere they
themselves the creators?} (52:35)

It is nothing of that sort. They are a disbelieving folk.
Allah is Glorious. He may punish whom He will and have
mercy on whom He will He is the Authority and
Dominant He does what He wishes and decides. No one
may alter His mntention or disagree with Him. He rules
everyone and may ask whomsoever He will. He is the
Creator of the creation, Master of all affairs, whatever He
does is just and He does not do injustice.

According to a hadith, if Allah punishes all those in the
seven heavens and all those in the seven earths even then He
15 no unjust. Purushment and pardon - all belong the Him.

All creatures will be returned to Him on the day of
resurrection and will stand before Him. Whether of heaven
or of earth, everyone is a mendicant before Him. He 15

independent You have no Piotector or Helper besides
Him.
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(25). The parable of those who take protectors other
than Allah is that of the spider who builds (to itself) a
house; but truly the flimsiest of houses is the spider’s
house - if they but knew.

Surely Allah does know of (every thing) whatever
that they call upon besides Him and He 1s Exalted (in
power), Wise.

And such are the parables We set forth for mankind,
but only those understand who have knowledge. (29:
41-43)

Explanation: Those who worship others than Allah have

no knowledge and are weaklings, for, they expect them to

help them, feed them and remove their predicament. It is

like hoping for refuge in a spider's web from rain, heat and
cold.

If they had knowledge, they had not forsaken the
Creator and turned to the creatures. The believers on the
- other hand, place trust in Allah, holding a strong chan
and turning to Allah sincerely with righteous deeds.

Allah warns the polytheists that He is aware of their
~deeds, He will take them to task for it. If He gives them
respite, there is wisdom in it.

This verse implies that only the scholars understand
the parables set by Allah.
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Sayyiduna Amr ibn Aas « 4 ., narrated that he learnt
and understood from the Prophet ¥8% one thousand
parables®. This demonstrates his excellence and learning.

Sayyiduna Amr ibn Murrah «a ., said that if he could
not understand a verse of the Qur’an that he had recited
then he was pained and he became scared lest, in the sight
of Allah, he was among the ignorant because of Allah’s
words that only scholars understood His parables.
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(26). Allah created the heavens and the earth in true
(proportions). Surely in that is a sign for those who
believe. (29:44)

Explanation: Allah’s great might is mentioned in that He
created the heavens and the earths. He did not do it in vain
but to settle His creatures on them. They would do deeds
and be judged. The righteous would be rewarded and the
wicked would be punished on the day of judgement.
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(27). Say: “Enough is a Allah for a Witness between
me and you. He knows what 1s in the heavens and on
earth. And, it is those who believe in vanities and
reject Allah, that will perish (in the end). (29:52)

Explanation®: The obstinacy and arrogance of the
disbelievers is mentioned here. They demanded from
Allah’s Messenger £8% a sign like the one that the people
of Prophet Salih ;4 had demanded from him.

© Musnad Ahmed
9 Although the text is only verse (29:52), the Explanation covers some
verses prior to it, too.
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Allah instructs His Prophet to tell them that he is not
capable of showing signs or miracles. Allah alone can do it
If He knows that your intentions are pious, then He will
show you the signs but if you are obstinate, then He is not
bound to respect your whims. According to another verse

{Nothing prevents us from disclosing signs . . }. The
people preceding you also kept rejecting, The Thamuds,
for instance, they too were cruel to the she-camel which
came to them as Our sign.

The Prophet ¥ is mstructed to say: “I am only a
Messenger. I am assigned the task to convey to you the
words of Allah. I have taught you what 15 good for you
and what is bad. Now it is up to you to follow guidance or
reject it. Guidance and misguidance is from Allah. If He
lets anyone go astray then none can guide him.”

According to another verse the Prophet %8 is told that
he is not responsible for their guidance, for, 1t is Allah’s
domain. Their foolish demand persists: they have the
mighty Book with them, yet they continue to ask for a sign,
though the Book is the greatest of all miracles. All the
eloquent people of the world have failed to present
anything resembling the Qur'an, not even like ten of jts
surahs. This Book speaks of past events, mentions future
happenings and is recited by one who is an ummi or
unlettered, who has not read the rudimentary alphabets
and cannot write even one letter of the alphabet. Rather, he
has never been in the company of the sholars. In spite of
that, He recites the Book that confirms previous Heavenly
Books and points out the fabricated in them. This Book is
sweet, eloquent, fluent and unmatched. The excellences of
this world are found in it. The scholars of Banu Isra’il also
confirmed these qualities in this Book. The previous Books
are a testimony to it.
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Then why do they demand a miracle in the presence of
such a great muracle?

There is mercy and counsel. The Qur'an demonstrates
the truth and eliminates evil. It recalls past events that you
might draw a lesson from them, and you might abstain
from sin.

The testimony of Allah suffices for the Prophet ¥8¢ No
Prophet can forge a lie against Him, for He says, “If this
messenger forged even one lie against Me, I would take
His right hand and sever his jugular vein and none would
rescue him ”

Since the Prophet %8 is true, He hélps him with
miracles and victory, day by day.

Allah knows the secrets of the heaven and earth.
Nothing is hidden from Him. Only those who do not
believe in Him are in a loss. They will have to pay for their
misdeeds on the day of judgment. What can be a greater in
justice than not believing in Allah and believing inidols.

The All-Knowing, All-Wise Allah will punish that.
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(28). How many are the creatures that carry not their

own sustenance? Allah feeds (both) them and you.
For, He hears and knotws (all things). (29:60)

Explanation: After the hijrah (emigration). Allah increased
the sustenance of the emigrants. They extended the sphere
of their conquests to the corners of the world. Allah says
that He is responsible for the sustenance of many beasts
who cannot get their own sustenance nor store it. Allah
does not forget any creature at any time, not ants, not
birds, not fish. He says:
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{There 1s no moving crenture on earth but its
sustenance depends on Allah . . .} (11:6)

He knows well where they dwell and stay This is
recorded 1n His glorious record

Ibn Hatim &+, has transnutted that Sayyiduna Ibn
Umar «a -, narrated that he went with Allah’s Messenger
£3% to one of the gardens of Madinah. He picked up rotten
dates lying on the ground. He opened them, cleaned them
and ate them. He also asked Ibn Umar w4 -, to eat. He
- pleaded that he could not eat the rotten dates. The Prophet

&9 said, “But, I like them very much because it is the
morning of the fourth day that I have not eaten, because I
~ had nothing to eat. Listen, if I had wished I could have
prayed to Allah and He would have given me the

countries of Qaysar(ceasar) and Kisra (chosroes). O Ibn
- Umar! How will it be with you when you are with such
- people who hoard grain one year ahead and they will have
no faith and no reliance at all ” Ibn Umar «.a -, added that
~ while they were still there, this verse ....29:60) ,i;) was
~ revealed. Allah’s Messenger $¥% said, “Allah has not
~ commanded me to amass the treasures of the world and to

have tall hopes and wishes. If anyone collects the treasures

- of the world and hopes for the lasting life with it, then he
- must know that the lasting life is in Allah’s hands. Listen, I

~do not collect dinar and dirham nor keep provision in
store for the morrow.”

It is well-known that when the young of the crow are
hatched they have white hair and white feathers. The crow
detests them because of this and abandons them. After
some days, the white colour turns black and the parents
return to their fledgling or nestlings and provide them
seeds. During the time when these nestlings are left in the
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lunch by their parents. Allah sends to them small, tiny
mosquitoes as therr feed.

The Arab's poets have composed poetry on it.

The Prophet ¥ said, “Travel that you may gan
health and sustenance ” |

He also said, “Travel to gain health and booty.””

He also said, “Travel You will benetfit, observe fasting,
good health will be your lot. Participate in jihad, you wil!
get booty.”

He also said, “Travel with the hardworking and the
ease loving.”

Allah ends the verse saying: He is All-Hearing, All-
knowing.
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(29) If indeed, you ask them who has created the
heavens and the earth and subjected the sun and the

moon (to His law), they will certanly reply, “Allah.”
How are they then deluded away (from the truth)?

Allah enlarges the sustenance (which He gives) to
which ever of His servants He pleases. And. He
(similarly) grants by (strict) measure (as He pleases),
for, Allah has full knowledge of all things.

And, if indeed you ask them who it 1s that sends them
rain from the sky and gives life therewith to the earth
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after its death, they will certainly reply “Allah!” Say,
“Praise be to Allah!” but most of them understand
not. (29:61-63)

Explanation: Allah makes it clear that only He is worthy of
- worship. Even the polytheists concede that only Allah is
the Creator of the heaven and earth, the One to subjugate
the sun and the moon, the One to cause night and day to
succeed one another, the Creator, the sustainers, the Giver
of live and of death. . .

He knows well who is worthy of being affluent and
being poor.

He 1s Aware of the needs of His creatures.

The question is: when the polytheists know that Allah
alone is the Creator, the One who seizes, then why do they
worship others besides Him? Why do they rely on them? If
He is the Sovereign of all then only He is worthy of
worship. It is strange that one believes in Oneness of the
Lord (sustainer) but does not believe 1n Oneness of God.
The Qur'an often mentions both things together. The
idolaters of Makkah were convinced of the unity of the
'Lord (meaning sustamer), so they were made to affirm that
and were invited to believe in the unty of God.

The idolaters called the Labayk during Hajj and umrah
(pilgrimage) but declared that Allah had partners. They said:
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(Here am I, You have 1o partner except the partner
whose Master and Master of whose doniinion You are).
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(30) Do they not reflect 1n thetr own nunds? Not but
for just ends and for a term appointed, did Allah
create the heavens and the earth and all betiween
them: yet are there truly many among men who deny
their meeting with their Lord (at the resurrection)!

Do they not travel through the earth, and see what
was the end of those before them? They were superior
to them in strength: they tilled the soil and populated
it in greater numbers than these have done, there
came to them thewr Messengers with clear (Signs
which they rejected to their own destruction): Allah
was not who wronged them, but they wronged thetr
own souls. (30:8-9;

Explanation: Every little particle in the universe is a sign
of the Power of Allah, Mighty and Glorious. It points to
His unity and providence (or protective care). So reflect on
the creation and know the Creator through them Observe
the higher world and observe the lower universe Think of
the creation of other beings. They are not created for no
purpose. Rather, Allah has made them useful and as signs
of nature. The term is appointed for each creature which is
the Last Hour which many people deny.

Then Allah attests to the truth ot His Prophets by
pointing out to the shocking consequences of their
adversaries, and the success of their friends. Allah says
that people should look around the world. They will see
that previous people who were more prosperous than
them and stronger, as much as ten times more, suffered
utter destruction when they belied the Messengers and
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rejected the muracles and pursisted in their evil ways. No
one came to their aid

Allah never 1s unjust to His creatures They themsel  es
mnvite  punushment on them commmithng  wrong
unceasingly They belied Allah’'s signs made fun of His
words. Allah says elsewhere that He has turned their
hearts and their eyes because of their refusal to believe,
leaving them 1n their folly

Allah has made their hearts awry because of their
strayed ways.

If they turn their faces even now, know that Allah has
intended to seize them for their sins.
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(31). So (give) glory to Allalr when you reach
eventide and when you rise 1n the morning.

And to Him belongs all praise in the heavens and on
earth and in the late afternoon and when the day
begins to decline.

He is Who brings out the living from the dead and
brings out the dead from the living, and Who gives
life to the earth after it is dead: and thus shall you be
brought out (from the dead). (30:17-19)

Explanation: The glorification and praise of Allah are
indication of His perfect power and mighty authority.
Allah gu.des His creatures to it and says that He is without
blemish and Praiseworthy. In the evening when the day
puts together its light. . . before completing the next
sentence, Allah makes it explicit that . . . only He is worthy
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of praise and glorification in the universe. Thewr creation
by itself sp.aks of it. Then. the sentence is continued and
glonfy Allah in morning and evening toge her with isha
(when day declines) and zuhr (noon). It 1s wicn darkness
spreads and when there 1s perfect light around Indced i
praise ;s for Him Who created darkness and light He
made morning what manifests and mght what gives
solace.

According ‘0 Musnad Ahm.d, the Prophet 2 asked
“Shall [ d'sclose to you why Allah gave Ibrahim ,»sas the
name Khalil (inend faithful)?’ Then, he added. Because
he recited cv:  morning and evening:
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both these verses ”

The hadith in Tabarani says about these two verses
that if anyone recites them in the morning and evening the
he gets whatever he lost that day

Then the verse continues that Allah 1s the Creator of life
and death Who brings forth the hiving from the dead and
the dead from the Living He is Powerful over everything
and over the converse of cverything, from seed to tree and

from hen to eggs and cggs to hen sperm to man and man to
sperm, believer to infidel and infidel to believer.

He turns barren land into fertile land. It is as He says in
surah Yasin that He rcjuvenates dry and arid land so that
is produces grain and fruit.

He says also that He causes a dead land where smoke
rises to become lively and green with two drops of
moisture. Then it is rich with various produce.

So. 1n this verse, He says: all of you will come to life
after death from your graves.
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(32) Sec they not that Allah enlarges the procision
and restricts 1t to whomsoever He pleases? Surely in
that are signs for those who believe (30 37

Explanation' According to a hadith the believer's case is
strange. Every decree of Allah 1s better for him. If he
‘expresses gratitude when he 1s comfortable that 1s better for
him. If he shows patience in difficulty, that 1s better for him.

- Only Allah 1s Authority and Master He runs the
- unuverse according to His wisdom.

He gives to people little or more and some go through
- hardship while others have plenty In this 1s a sign for the
believer.

’,‘%lis ”53,3 s’ﬁ;,’.’.’ ’51”.’.’-’513’;/' TS
B e S BREIEHGS BaKEs 6l Wi
f’,,’f ’:‘f’ b” "s’!, PRA- ]
OEF e T 58l " g0 S5 (e JadD 2

(33). He is Allalh Wio has created you. further, He
has provided for your sustenance. Then He will cause
you to die, and again He will give you life. Are there
any of your (false) partners ulo can do any single
one of these things? Glory to Hun! And High 1s He
above the partners they attribute (To Him)' (3040)

Explanation: Man is born naked and bereft of all
knowledge and strength. Allah gives him sight, hearing
and other blessings, like wealth and property. Two
companions came to the Prophet #%1 He was occupied in
some work and they helped him out. He said, ‘No one is
ever deprived of his livelthood. Man comes to this world
hungry and naked. Then Allah gives him livelthood After
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this life, He causes hum to die to resurrect him on the day
of resurrection.

None of those whom you worship besides Allah 1s able
to do even one of these things Only He 1s the Creator, The
sustamner. He gives lifc and death. He will cause all
creatures to hive agamn on the day of resurrection. He 1s
without partner. He 1s Pure, Gicat, Mighty, Glorious
There is none Iike Him and none equal to Him He has no
offspring and no parents. He is one independent.
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(24). Praise beloigs to Allah to Whom belong all
things in the heaven and on earth Pruse is for Him
in the hereafter. And, He s full of wisdom acquanted
with all things

He knows all that goes mto the earth and that contes
out thereof, all that comes down from the sky and all
that ascends theretc And He is the most Merciful,
the Oft-Forgiving. (34 1-2)

Explanation: All the blessings of this world and the next
are from Allah Who is the Ruler of all rulers and their
dominions So, He 1s worthy of all praise. He 1s the God
and there is none besides Him All creatures will be
returned to Him. Everyone on earth or in the heaven 1s
subservient to Him and in His hold He says elsewhere

I155:s0E83
{And to Us belong the end and the beginnings} (92.13)

He has authonty over all. And, He is aware of
everything, nothing 1s hidden from Him, not even a little
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thing. His knowledge encompasses the drops of rain on
earth and the seeds sowed in the ground. He also knows
 what the earth produces.

He knows the quantity, nature and kind of whatever
comes out of the earth He 1s very kind to His creatures
and gives them respite to repent from their sins. He
forgives the repentant.

Anyone who relies on Him is not let down.
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(35). See they not what is before them and behind
them, of the sky and the earth? If we wished, We
could cause the earth to swallow the n up, or cause a
piece of the sky to fall upon them. Sitrely in this is a

sign for cvery devotee ihat turns to Allah (in
repentance). (34 9)

Explanation' Aliuh created the wide, laige heaven and the
expansive earth. Wherever you go you will have the
heaven above you and the carth below your feet. He says:
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(With  power and skill did We construct the
firmament: for We alone create the vastness of space.

And We have spread out the (spacious) earth: How
excellently We do spread out.) (51: 47-48)

The same message is reproduced here: wherever you
look you see the heaven and earth.
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Allah is Powerful. He can recreate as He creates. If He
decides He can cause you to be swallowed up into the
earth or cause the heaven to disintegrate over you. Surely,
your sin and wrongdoing make you eligible for that
punishment, but Allah’s mercy allows you respite. Any
sane, wise person will never doubt the power of Allah to
resurrect him after his death. He says:
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{ Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to
create the like thereof? } (36:81)

Surely He is able to.
@30T LGS S5 A 35 28T 2 S50 13I8
{Assuredly the creation of the heavens and the earth

is a greater (matter) than the creation of men: yet
most men understand not.} (40:57)

FOFUR (R g3 pIYsig Ghoa08
@Wd&odjg

(36). Say: “Who gives you sustenance from the
heavens and the earth?” Say: “He is Allah, and
certain it is that either we or you are on right
guidance or in manifest error!” (34:24)

Explanation: Allah makes it clear that only He is the
Creator and the Sustainer. Only He is Divine. If they are
~ convinced that Allah sends down rain and grows grain on
the land, then they should submit that He alone is worthy
of worship.
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(37). Praise belongs to Allali Who created (out of
nothung) the heavens and tie earth, Who made the
angels messengers with wings- two, or three, or four
(pairs). He adds to creation as He pleases for Allah

has power over all things.} (35 1)

~ Explanation: Allah onginated with His perfect power the

 heavens and the earth.

Dahhak said that fatir (create out of nothing) means
- Creartor. He made the angels messengers between Himself
- and His Prophets s.iw.. They have wings from two, three
pairs to more.

| Allah’s Messenger #24% said that on the might of his
. ascension to the heavens, he saw Jibrail .« with six
hundred wings (pairs), each two as distant as the east and
the west. He adds their wings as He pleases.
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(38). What Allah out of His mercy does bestow on
mankind there is none can withhold, what He does

- withhold, there 1s none can grant, apart from Him
and He is the Exalted in Power, full of wisdom. (35.2)

Explanation: Every thing that Allah wishes héppens. What
-He does not wish does not happen. What He gives none
- can keep back. What He withholds, none can give.

~ Imam Maalik aiw., reported that when 1t rained, Sayyiduna
~ Abu Hurayrah «a ., used to say, “Ran is sent to us from

~ the star of victory * Then he would recite this verse.®

" ®Ibn Abu Hatim
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(39). He 1s Allal: Who sends forth the winds so that
they rmise up the clouds. And We drwe them to a
land that is dead. and revive the earth therewith after
its death even so (will be) the resurrection! (35:9)

Explanation: Generally, the Qur’an refers to revival after
death as parched land turning green, as in surah al-Hajj
and elsewhere. This carries a lesson for the creatures.
There was not a shght sign of grass but suddenly there 1s
greenery all around as far as one can sce

The limbs of the son of Aadam .. «s that are
dispersed in the graves or elsewhere will emerge from the
graves as complete bodies the moment water pours down
from under the throne

According to a sahih hadith all of the son of Aadam ..
s rots and decays except a rib bone that remains intact. It
is from this what man 1s created and will be reassembled
from it. This 1s how life returns after death This hadith has
been mentioned n the exposition of surah al-Hajj Abu
Razin . -, asked the Prophet €8¢ “O Messenger of Allah,
how will Allah resurrect the dead?” He said, “O Abu
Razin, have you never passed by a land that 1s Iifeless
anywhere near your neighbourhood? Then you find 1t
green, and fertile? He said, “Yes!” The Prophet & sard,
“This is how Allah will resurrect the dead. If anyone likes

to lead an honourable life in this world then he must obey
Allah. Only He fulfills his desire ©

There 1s anotheir verse, “Those who befriend the
infidels at the cost of the believers to gain honour, they
must wash their hands off honour.”
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Honour and respect are in Allah’s Power, Allah says
elsewhere 1n the Quran, “Let not their words grieve you.
All honour 1s for Allah ~

Allah says in another verser

{But honour belongs to Allah and His Messenger, and
to the believers, but the liypocrites know not. } (63:8)
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(40). And Allah did create you from dust; then from a
sperm drop. Then He made you in pairs And no female
concetves, or lays down (her load), but with His
knotledge. Nor 1s a man long-lived granted lengti of
days, nor 1s a part cut off front Ius life, but 1s in a decree
(ordaned). All this 1s easy for Allah. (35'11)

Commentary: Allah created your father, Aadam .y we
from dust and his offsprings from despised sperm drop
Then made you man and wife. It 1s His kindness that He
made wives for men They are a means of solace for them

Allah 1s aware of a women’s conception and delivery as
He 1s aware of a seed in darkness and everything in water
and on land It is recorded in His Book, A simular verse 1s:

.0’.';, ’; - l,/ -

{Allah does know what every female (womb) does
bear ..} (13'8)
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A complete commentary on it may be seen there.®

Allah Knower of the unseen, knows, too, the
concewved child that will live long. It is recorded with Him
Ibn Abbas « » -, reported the hadith (Qudsi) ‘He for
whom I have decreed a long life, he will complete 1t. The
Length of his life will reach the age that I have recorded
and he for whom I have ordained a short life will live that
much. All this is recorded with Allah aforehand. And,
everything is easy for Him.

Anyone’s age being cut off could also mean that the
sperm drop 1s aborted before conception. Allah 1s aware of
it Some people live past one hundred years and some die
soon after birth Anyone dying before sixty is also a short-
lived person.

It is also said that child’s life is ordained while 1t is in
its Mother's womb. All people do not have the same length
of life Everyone lives as long as 1s recorded for him. The
age that is ordained and such of it as has been lived, Allah
knows all that |

7 .t ? (] ‘: - 3 2 n » s

e 1oa 5 &3 Rl 1b &332 100 ® olkdl 220G 3
. 2 » - ;ﬁ",_,z“,pﬁn:”; ” I g
;‘L{:;;;u@\ea;;‘}a@,t;b}uo,sbqs;ﬂ, " 722
S.2 7 ’ﬁ 3 ” e P . 9{’ -

DOHKES (U 5 4kl e 550 150 423 sl 35

(41) Nor are the hwo bodies of flowing water alike the
one palatable, sweet and pleasant to drink and the
other, salty and bitter. Yet from each (kind of water)
do you eat flesh and tender, and you extract
ornaments to wear. And you see the ships therein
that plough the waves, that you may seek (thus) of
the bounty of Allah that you may be grateful. (35.12)

® Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Darul Isha’at, Karachi (under print)
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Explanation: Allah mention the creation of a number of
things. a testimony of His great Power.

He created seas of two kinds. One has clean, sweet
water that flows through populated areas and
uninhabitated places. The other is the static salt-water
allowing ships to sail through. Each has fish of kindred
kinds and pearls and rubies, etc.

This permuts you to engage in commerce and seek your
livehhood. You may thus be grateful to your Lord on
having all this at your behest. Allah has made the things of
heaven and earth subservient to you. This is His blessing
and favour for you.
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(42). He merges night into day, and He merges day
into night, and He has subjected the sun and the
moon (to His law); each one runs its course for a term
appointed. Such is Allah your Lord To Him belongs

all doninion. And those whom you invoke besides
- Him have not the least power. (35:13)

Explanation: This also speaks of Allah’s Power He made
night a repose in darkness and day full of brightness. Days
and nights vary in length in winter and summer.
Sometimes, they are of equal duration.

He has subjected the stars, both stationary and moving,
for a fixed term He has made the universe to carry on till
the appointed time which is the Last Hour

He Who has created and set this in motion is, indeed,
worthy of worship. He is the Sustainer. No one else is
deserving of worship. The idols that are worshipped or
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other things even angels that some people adore are all
helpless before Allah They have no powcr over even such
thing as the fine peel over a date seed They do not own
the most insignificant thing of heaven or carth They
cannot even hear anyone call them And for argument's
sake, even if they hear anvbody, they cannot help the
supplicant because they have no power Or the Day of
resurrection, they will reject their worshippers and be ted
up with them.
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(43). See you not that Allah sends down rain froni
the sky? With it We then bring out produce of
various colours. And m the mountans are tracts
white and red, of various shades of colour, and black
intense in hue. And so amongst men and crawling
creatures and cattle, are they of various colours.
Those truly fear Allah, among His servants who
have knowledge. For Allali 1s Exalted in Might oft-
forgqiring. (35:27-28)

Explanation: It is*the Creator’s art that each particular
species has various kinds within :tself A spell of ramn
causes different kinds of fruit each of various colours to
grow and they have many different odours and taste.
Allah says elsewhere:

&15 e Zh A5 239135

[And in the earth are tracts (diverse though)
neighbouring . . .} (13:4)
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These tracts have grapes side by side with dates or
fields with crop, etc.

It is ahke with mountains. Their colours vary Some have
aths and valleys. Some are clabo: ate and some are uneven
P

Nature has played 1its role with the living hings too
They are of different get up according to their localities and
also within the same locality. Among men are Ethiopians,
Romans, Arabs, Indians and so on. There 1s a verse

HON PR O ANy

{.. and the vanations m your languages and your
colours.} (30 22)

This, indeed, is a perfect sign for a scholar. The animals
too are different species, colours, shape but also various
within one species and, mdeed, one animal too has spots of
colours or patterns on its body

Subhan Allal! He is the Best of creators!

According to Musnad Bazzar, a man asked A lah’s
Messenger %2k, “Does Allah also use colour” He said,
“Yes! He dyes in such a way that the colour neve: !ades ”

The next wors assert that only the ulama fear Allah as
He should be feaied because they do know and unde. stand
The fact is that the morc one knows about Allah, the more
he fears Him in his heart and the more He recognizes His
might. He who knows that Allah is powerful over all things
will fear Him at every step he takes.

The true knowledge of Allah is possessed by him who
does not associate anything with Allah, respects what He
has prescribed as lawful and abstains from what He has
declared as unlawful, abides by His commands and takes
care of what He prefers. This man is convinced that he will
meet Allah and will have to give account of his doings
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Fear of Allah is a potential that is a hurdle between a
man and drsobedience of Allah. An aalim (or a scholar) is
he who fears Allah even in private and longs to please
Allah and hates those things that displease Allah.

Sayyiduna ibn Mas'ud « 4 -, said, “Too much talk is
not a sign of knowledge. Knowledge and learning
inculcate fear of Allah.’

Imam Maalik « ., said. “Narrating many traditions
does not indicate knowledge. Knowledge is a light that
Allah has put in the heart of His servant ”

Ahmad ibn Salih Misri 4 ..., said, “Knowledge is not
narrating many traditions. Rather, it is that which Allah
has commanded to obey, meaning: the Book, Sunnah and
what the Sahabah and imams have conveyed.”

“The light that goes ahead of a person heads learning
and its meaning.”

There are three kinds of ulama.

(i) Scholar who knows Allah.

(i)  Scholar who knows Allah’s commands, and,
(it}  Scholar who knows Allah and His commands.

The first named does not know Allah’s commands
while the second does not possess awareness of Allah. The
third named is a scholar who possesses an awareness of
Allah as well as of His commands. He fears Allah and
knows the limits and the prescribed duties.

In contrast, the first named fears Allah but lacks
knowledge of His commands.

The second named has information of Allah’s
commands but does not fear Allah in his heart.
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(44). Verily, Allah knoivs (all) the hidden things of

the heavens and the earth. Verily, He has full
knowledge of all that is in (men’s) hearts.

He 1s (Allah) Who has made you inheritors in the
earth. If, then, any do reject (Allah), their rejection
(works) against themselves: their rejection but adds
to the odium for the unbelievers in the sight of their

Lord: their rejection but adds to (their own) undoing.
(35:38-39)

Explanation: Allah says that He has vast knowledge. He
knows everything of the heavens and earth and the secrets
of the heart and He will judge the deeds of every doer.

He has made you successors of each other on the earth.
The disbelievers will pay for their disbelief. The wrath of
Allah multiplies on them as their disbelief increases. At the
same time, they suffer greater loss As for the believer, with
every increase in his life, his pious deeds Multiply, his ranks
increase and he gains additional approval with Allah.
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(45). Surely, Allal sustains the heavens and the earth
lest they cease (to function) and if they should fail,
there is none- not one can sustain them thereafter:
verily He is Most forbearing, oft-forgiving. (35:41)

Explanation: It is Allah’s power that maintains heavens
and earth at their proper place. They are there at His
command. In spite of the disobedience of the creatures,
Allah gives them respite and forgives them. He continues
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to be kind to His creatures, otherwise the heaven and earth
would collapse with them.

According to a hadith, the Prophet 5 spoke from the
pulpit once about Prophet Musa k. He wondered to
himself in his mind, “Does Allah ever sleep.” Allah sent to
him an angel who did not let him sleep for three days.
Then he gave him a glass bottle in each hand and
instructed him to preserve them safely and not drop them.
Prophet Musa pis took them mn his hands and held them
tightly but he felt drowsy. Initially, he checked himself and
the bottles were safe in his hands but soon he succumbed
to sleep and he let the bottles drop from his hands. They
smashed to bits.

The message is that one who sleeps cannot preserve
two bottles so how could Allah be expected to preserve
heaven and earth if He were to sleep. (Ibn Abu Hatim)
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(46). Do they not travel through the earth and see
what was the end of those before them- though they
were superior to them is strength? Nor is Allah to be

frustrated by anything whatever in the heavens or on
earth, for He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful. (35:44)

Explanation: The rejectors are asked to travel on land and
observe how those before them had fared. They were
stronger than them and more rich. But, they lost every
thing and could not ward off the punishment on them.
They had no help at all. No one can halt Allah’s will. If He
seized every sinner, then one would be safe on earth or in
heaven, even animals and their provision. But, Allah has
given respite and has defamed punishment.
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(47). See they not how many generations before them
we destroyed? Not to them will they return. (36:31)

Explanation: On the day of resurrection, they will see the
punishment and tub therr hands. They would wish that
they had not belied the Messengers i i If they had
pondered, they would have seen how their predecessors
had fared and would have mended their ways None of
the earlier people returned to them from the next world.
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(48). A sign for thent 1s the eartl that is dead: We do give
it Iife and prodisce grain therefrom, of which you eat.

And We produice there in orchards with date palms and
vines, and We cause springs to gush forth there in.

That they may enjoy the fruits of this (artistry) It
was not their hands that made this. Will they not
give thanks?

Glory to Allah Who created 1n pairs all things that
the earth produces. as well as their own (human) kind

and (other) things of wiuch they have no knowledge.
(36 33-36)

Explanation: Allah points out a sign of His power and
about the resurrection of the dead. It is the revival of the
dead earth. It was utterly barren with no produce. But, He
revived it with rain so that it produced fruit, flowers and a
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variety of other things like grain, etc. Human beings eat it
and their cattle eat some of it.

Rivers begin to flow and irrigate gardens and fields. A
livelihood is also provided to some through fields and
gardens. This 1s because of Allah’s mercy and His power. No
one else has ability to do it, or to preserve and prepare 1t.

Why then do people not thank Allah? Why do they not
acknowledge His favours?

These words have also been explained to mean: they
eat the fruit and reap what they sow. Indeed, the recital of
the verse by Ibn Mas ud w4 -, means: {without blemish 1s
Allah who made pairs of the earth’s produce and their
own kind and other things whether you know them or
know not.}

There is a sitmilar verse:
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{And of everything We have created pairs that you
may recetve mnstruction} (51:49)
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(49). And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw
there from the dny and behold they are plunged in
darkness And the sun runs its course for a period
determined for 1t. That 1s the decree of (Him) the
exalted in Might, the All-Knowing.
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And the moon- we live measured for it manstons (to
traverse) till it returns like the old (and withered)
lower part of a date stalk.

It 1s not permitted the sun to catch up the moon, nor
can the mght outstnip the day: each(just) sunms along
in (its own) orbit (according to law). (36: 37-40)

Explanation: Another of Allah’s signs is mentioned here.
- Day and might pursue one another. Elsewhere, Allah says:
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{He draws the might as a veil over the day, each
seeking the other in rapid succession} (7:54)

The something 1s said in the verse under discussion.

It is not the sun alone but all the creation that 1s under
the throne. The throne encompasses the entire creation. It
is not circular or round as astronomer’s say but it is dome-
shaped with pillars and the angels carry it. It is in the
world above the earth the sun 1s nearest to the throne at

~ the time of zuhr. At midnight, it 1s the farthest from the

throne when it 1s exactly opposite its position at zuhr. It

o prostrates itself and asks permussion to rise (in the east).

Sahih Bukhari has the hadith of Sayyiduna Abi Dharr
«s o o, that he was with Allah’s Messenger % in the
mosque at the time of sunset. He asked Abu Dhar w.a -, ,
“Do you know where the sun sets?” He said, “Allah and
His Messenger know.” He said, “It goes under the throne,
prostrates itself before Allah.”®

According to another hadith, Abu Dharr wa ., asked
the meanung of this verse. The Prophet #%% said, “Its
resting place is under the throne.

® Bukhari #3119, Muslim #397,398, Before & after the Last Hour, Ibn
Kathir p 156, Darul Isha’at, Karachi.
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The hadith of Musnad Ahmed also has that it will seek
Allah’s permission to 1etuin and will be given the
permission ‘' Return from where you had come ” So 1t will
rise at its place of nising This 1s its course (or resting or
halting place) Then the Prophet £ recited the initial
words of this verse.

According to another version, “It will prostraste itself
but 1t will not be approved and it will ask permission but
will not be allowed. Rather, 1t will be told to return from
where it had come. So it will rise in the west. This is the
meaning of the verse

It is also said that ,.. (mustagar, course for a
determined period) 1s the end of its course. Or, the limit of
its height in summer and the lowest point in winter. Or,
the end of its course. On the Last Day, its movement will
be stopped and it will lose 1ts light. The universe will end
and this will be the final halting.

Qatadah «sa ., said that 1t runs its determuned course,
meaning at its scheduled time and orbit and does not
exceed it The course 1s determuned both for summer and
for winter.

The recital of Ibn Mas'ud wa -, and Ibn Abbas wa .,
means that it has no peace and rest, but moves along by
day and rught at Allah s command It does not stop and
does not get weary. He (Allah) has subjected the sun and
the moon to you They do not get tired nor stop and will
go on their orbit till the Last Hour This 1s its measure set
by Allah whom none can hinder and whose command no
one can put off. He is the Knower Who knows every
movement and pause. He has set a fixed speed that cannot
be changed nor contravened

Allah brings it out in the morning and has made night
a time of peace. He has set a determined path for the sun
and the moon.
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He says that He has measured mansions for the moon
(to traverse). It has its own orbit. By it, months are
determined while the sun’s movement determines night
and day. The Qur'an says elsewhere: They ask you about
the moon (2:189). Say: It 1s a sign to mark fixed periods of
time . . . and for pilgrimage.

According to another verse: He made the sun a shining
glory (..) and the moon a light. (10:5) He measured its
mansions that you may reckon time (years, etc.) by it.

Another verse says that He made the night and day as
two, signs. The light of the night, He has made soft and the
light of the day sparkling bright so that you may seek the
livelihood sent down by your Lord and that you may
reckon time (the passage of years).

Thus, the sun is known for its dazzling light and the
moon'’s light is within itself and its mo* -ement 1s different
too. The sun rises and sets every day wth the same lustre
but the points of rise and setting are difterent (particularly)
in winter and summer, as also times of rise and setting
which is why days and nights are of different duration.
Sun is the star of the day and moon of the night.

The moon riscs on the first of the month, a tiny crescent
with a very dim light. The light is better on the second
~ night and it progresses to a hugher level too. Then, as the
month progresses and it rises, its light also becomes
brighter. On the fourteenth, 1t 1s brightest and complete,
meaning a full moon. Then, 1t 1s the reverse. It begins to
dwindle and its light gets dimmer and dimmer till it is like
the twing of a palm tree that has dried out.

Then, Allah makes it rise again in the new month. The
Arabs have named the nights of the month according to the
brightness of the moon. The first three nights are (,4) gharar.
The next three are nafl (u). The three after that are tis (w),
because the last of these is the ninth (and in Arabic tisa ninth).
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The next three nights are ashr(,zs) because they begin
with the tenth.

The three after them are bayd () because the
moonlight remains till the end.

The next three nights are dar (). They are so-called
because the moon rises somewhat late on the sixteenth and
there is a slight darkness for some time.

The nights followhg these are called zulm (W)
Thereafter, are hanawus, darari, muhaq because the moon
disappears in these three nights and the month also ends.

The verse then says that He has determined the limits
of the sun and the moon. It is impossible for either of them
to veer off course or disappear. This is explained thus:

Hasan ..., said that it happens on the first of lunar
month. Ibn Mubarak s, said that wind has wings and the
moon makes place against water under it.

Abu Salih & .., said that its light cannot overtake the
light of the other.

Ikrimah 4., said that the sun cannot rise in the night.
And, night cannot overtake day, meaning that night does
not follow night but day comes between two nights.

Therefore the sun’s sovereignty is during the day while
moon’s kingdom is at night. As night departs, day takes
over. They pursue one another but there is no likelihood of
an accident or of a confusion. We cannot have a perpetual
day without a night or a perpetual night without a day.
Each has its time of arrival and of departure.

All of them- sun, moon, night and day-swim in the
open space.

Zayd ibn Aasim . & ., said that all this comes in the
space between heaven and earth.
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Some people compare the sphere to the spindle of a
wheel. Some others compare it to the breadth of a mill.
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(50). And a sign for them 1s that We bore their race
(through the flood) in the londed ark. And we have

created for them similar (vessels) on which they ride.
(36:41-44)

Commentary: Allah, Mighty and Glorious, Mentions
- another of His signs of His power. He has subjected the
seas to allow ships to sail therein. The first ship to sail was
the ark of Prophet Nuh ,%. .. He and those who had
believed embarked on it and brought themselves on it to
safety. No one apart from them survived on the earth.

Allah Says that He had loaded the ship with the
- forefathers of people of this age. It was full to capacity

- with all things of necessity. Animals were also put on it at
the command of Allah, a pair of every kind.

The ship was an imposing, large affair, strong and
sturdy. Allah also prepared for him conveyances on land,
for example the camel that is appropriately called the ship
of the desert, and other quadrupeds.

Also, possibly the ark of Prophet Nuh .4 was the
forerunner of other ships, both large and small. This
Opinion is based on the verse:

’

>

5565 0gaay
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{That We might make it o message for you.} (69:12)
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Do not forget Allah’s favour that He transported him
to safety from the sea. He could have drowned all of them
with the shup and none could have rescued them.
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(51). Yet they take (for worship) Gods other than
Allah, (hoping) that they might be helped!

They have not the power to help them: but they will
be brought up (before our judgment seat) as a troop
(to be condemned).

”
b

Let not their speech, then, grieve you. Verily Ve
know what they hide as well what they disclose.
(36:74-76)

Explanation: The belief of the polytheists is rejected that
their gods would help them and give them enlarged
sustenance. Also, they hoped that their gods would draw
them nearer to Allah. But, Allah says that they are unable
to help them. In fact, they cannot help themselves and if
anyone damages them, they cannot prevent him. Besides,
their gods cannot even speak.

On the day of resurrection, they will be lined up with
their worshippers as helpless on lookers so that the
idolaters and polytheists would be utterly disgraced.

Qatadah .., said that though the 1dols and gods are of
no use to them, yet they continue to stand before them
devotedly and are not prepared to listen to anything
against them.

Allah instructs the Prophet ##not to grieve over them.
He would punish them soon.
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(52) See they not that We have created for them-
among other things which Our hands have fashioned-
cattle wluch are under therr dominion?

And that We have subjected them to their (use)? Of
them some do carry them and some they eat:

And they have (other) profits from them (besides),
and they get (milk) to drink. Will they not then be
grateful? (36:71-73)

Explanation- Allah says that He created the animals and placed
them 1n the hands of human beings Even a child can hold the
halter of a camel and lead it by it. In fact, one hundred lined up
camels will follow the camel led by the child.

Apart from this, some camels are used to cover very
tiresome journeys very easily. Besides the rider, luggage is
also carried durning the journey. They are used to transport
heavy loads

Some camels are slaughtered to eat their flesh.
Their wool and their hides are also used.
Their milk is consumed

There are other uses too

Hence, the people must give thanks to Allah the
‘Creator the True owner. They must worship only Him
and believe in Him as the only God. They must not
associate anyone with Him.

% - 2L e 110 e ':”é /,-’,tn'
556 5@ s b 5155 3 2y 22805 BF ELLSYI 55T 51



Scattered Pearls vol.9 284

d"@;--‘) J:;Eﬂluﬁ‘ ”d\_,”m_,, )d‘.;\.j
G @pe g3 B 3 5 g 05 GLE Gudi g
@03&;2.::;137&‘)\4@;9‘#‘, r&’&’é

(53). Does not man see that We created him from
sperm? Yet behold! he (stands forth) as an open
adversary!

And he makes comparisons for Us, and forgets his
own (origin and) creation. He says, “Who can give
life to (dry) bones and decomposed ones (at that)?”

Say, “He will give them life Who created them for the
first time! For He is well-versed in every kind of
creation!

He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree,
when behold! you kindle therewith (your own fires)!”
(36:77-80)

Explanation: The accurses Ubayy ibn Khalaf took a rotten
decayed bone to the Prophet 2 He rubbed it roughly
with his little finger blowing off in the air its dust, and he
asked “You say that Allah will revive these bones?” He
said, “Yes! Allah will exterminate you. Then He will
resurrect you and your fate will be in hell. Anyone who
rejects a second life must think about his first life. Allah
has created man from a despised sperm though he was
nothing before that, then why question His ability.”

There are many verses that speak of this subject. They
say, for instance:

{Have We not created you from a fluid despicable?}
(22:20)
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{Verily, We created, man from a drop of mingled
sperm.} (76:2)

And some other verses.

According to a hadith in Musnad Ahmad, the Prophet
9% once spat in his palm. Then he placed his finger on it
" and said that Allah says, “O son of Aadam, can you make
- me, too helpless? I have created you from something like
it. When you grew somewhat proper, you turned into one
of some importance. You amassed wealth and put away
the needy. But when your soul got stuck in the nostrils,
you said, “Now I give away all my property in Allah’s
path.” Now! That is not the time to make a charity.

In short, man who is created from a sperm grows to
argue and disagree that he will be resurrected and reject
Allah’s Power to recreate. He should have contemplated
not merely on the magnificent creation of the universe but
on his own creation, too.

Allah says that he should be told, “He Who created
these bones the first time will recreate them though they
have decayed. He knows where they lie.”

Once Ugbah ibn Umar &..., requested Hudhayfah & _.,
«s to narrate to him any saying of the Prophet £&¢, he may
have heard from him, He narrated that Allah’s Messenger
%%% said, “When a man was about to die, He instructed his
heirs to gather a lot of firewood when he dies and burn
down his corpse after kindling a fire. Then, they should
throw the ashes into the sea. They - followed his
instructions when he died. Allah, however, brought his
ashes together and revived him and asked him what had
led him to do that? He said, “Because of fear of You!” So,
Allah forgave him.”
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According to another version, he had instructed that
his ashes should be left to the wind to carry them away in
part, and the rest should be thrown mto the sea. Then, at
Allah’'s command, both the air and the sea collected his
ashes together, and Allah command him to stand up.. (to
the end).

The verse concludes to establish that Allah 1s
Omnipotent and can recreate It calls attention ‘From
water, I grew trees that are green and full of fruit. Then
they dry and from the wood I kindled fire.” Compare the
greenery and coolness to the dryness and heat Nothing is
difficult for Him. He can turn the moist to diy and vice-
versa, and He can turn the living to dead and vice versa

It is said that the verse refers to the trees found n the
Hijaz: Markh (cynanchum vimmnale) and afar (dusty kind).
When their twigs are scratched or rubbed one on another

they give out an igniting spark. There is a saying among
the Arabs.

5
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Every tree has the 1gruting spark (except vine tree).
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(53). Is not He, Who crented the heavens and the
earth, able to create the like thereof? Yes, indeed! For
He is the Creator Supreme of skil and knowledge
(infinite)! Verily, when He intends a things, His
command is, “Be”, and it 1s!
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So glory to Him 1n Whose hands is the donunion of

all things: and to Him wnll you be all brought back.
(36:81-83)

Explanation: Allah reminds again that He created the
heavens and all things in them, and the earth and
whatever is inside it Knowing that He made these great
things, it is not sensible to allege that He cannot create
- smaller things, like mankind, He says:

A S Gye - - - OIHE 3AET
{Certainly, the creation of the heavens and the earth
is greater than the creation of mankind.} (40:57)

So, clearly Allah is able to create smaller things, like
mankind, too. And, if that 1s so then certainly He can
revive the dead too.

There is this verse.
3. & sy B .7 ,’/
- = =GR A& 53]

{See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens

and the earth, 1s able to create the like of them?]
(17:99)

Certainly, He is Able not only to do that but can do all
things He is the Creator and the originator. He knows and
sees everything.

According to a hadith qudsi, Allah says, “O My
creatures! All of you are sinners except he whom I forgive.
So, seek forgiveness from Me. I assure you that I shall forgive
you. All of you are poor except He whom I enrich. I am al-
Jawwad (the Generous). I am al-Maajid (The Most Excelent).
And, I am al-Waajid (The perceiver). I do what I like.
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My reward is just one word and My punishment, too,
is just one word. Whatever I wish to do, I say only, “Be”
and it becomes.

The next verse affirms that the EverLiving, Eternal is
without blemish. He is the sovereign of the earth and
heavens. In His hand are the keys to the heavens and the
earths. He is the Creator of everything and the true Master,
Sovereign. All will return to Him on the day of
resurrection and He, the Just and the Bestower of rewards,
will punish or reward them.
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(55). Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all
between them, and Lord of every point at the rising of
the sun!

We have indeed decked the lower heaven with beauty
(in) the stars. (37:5-6)

Explanation: The God of all of you is Allah alone,
Sovereign of the heavens, the earth and all between. He
subjected the sun, moon and the stars in the heaven.
Another verse says:

CPI33 A3
{Lord of the east and Lord of the west. . .} (73:9)

Or, Lord of the points of rising and of settmg in summer
and in winter.

He mentions the adornment of the heaven immediately
over earth seen by the earthlings. Its heavenly bodies
brighten the earth as stated in th\e verse.

-l & 257 el
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{And We adorned the lower heaven. . .} (41:12) (see
also 67:5)
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(56). He created the heavens and the earth in true

(proportions): He makes the night overlap the day,

and the day overlap the night. He has subjected the

sun and the moon (to His lnw), each one follows a

course for a time appointed. Is not He the Exalted in

Power- He who forgives again and again. He created

you (all) from a single person then created, of like
nature His mate: and He sent down or you eight head

of cattle in pairs: He makes you in the wombs of your
mothers in stages, one after another, in three veils of

darkness. Suclt is Allah, your Lord and cherisher: to

Him belongs (all) dominion. There is no god but He:

then how arc you turned away (from your true
center)? (39:5-6)

Explanation: Allah is the Creator and Sovereign of every
thing. He alters night and day at will and they follow one
another. ‘This working will not change till the Last Hour.
He is Mighty and He forgives the sinners.

He Created all of you from Aadam ,».k, one being. In
spite of that you differ from each other in colour, features,
voice, etc. His wife (Sayyidah) Hawwa ,s.i . was also
created from him. This is as stated elsewhere: He created
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you from a single person, created, of like nature his mate,
and from then twain scattered countless men and women,
so fear Him! (4:1)

The next words of the verse mention that Allah has
created for you eight male and female quadrupeds. This is
mentioned in surah al-Anam (verse 143):

Q;é\gw\é.,
{Eight in pairs - of sheep a twain, and of the goats a
kwain ...} meaning, cattle of all kinds and including
cows and camels.

He creates you in the wombs of your mother. The
sperm turns to congealed blood, to lump of flesh, bones,
veins, ribs and soul . . . the best of Creators. These changes
occur in three darknesses - of the womb, of its upper peel

and of the belly. ©

Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and
even you and those preceding you. He is the Lord, the
Sovereign and worthy of worship. There is no one besides Him.

It is a pity that you have no sense and do not realize
the truth, but continue to worship others besides Allah.
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(57). See you not that Allah sends down rain from
the sky, and leads it through springs in the earth?
Then He causes to grow, therwith, produce of various

© This is as per the Urdu text. Abdullah Yousuf Ali iiw., writes in his
commentary on this verse footnote# 4252: the caul or membrane, the
womb and the hollow in which the womb is enclosed. But we might
understand three in 9 cumulative rather than a numerical sense.



Scattered Pearls vol 9 291

colours; then 1t withers; you will see it grow yellow.
Then he makes it dry up and crumble away. Truly, in
this 1s a message of remembrance to men of
understanding. (39:21)

Explanation: The water on land is from the sky. Aliah

sends it down from the heaven. The earth absorbs it and it
~ spreads underground. Then Allah brings it out in the form
of springs, etc.

The water that absorbs the impurities in the earth and
turns brackish remains brackish. The heavenly water on
mountains turns into ice and glaciers. The mountains
absorb them and then water flows out as springs that
irrigate surrounding lands and greenery abounds.
Gradually, it withers and turns pale and dries up.

Is there not a lesson in this for the people of
intelligence, and a warning, too? Do they not see that the
world that appears beautiful and young today will turn
old and ugly? The young, strong man of today will become
old and weak and unsightly tomorrow ending up in the
claws of death.

The intelligent should have his sight on the
consequence. He is better whose end is better.
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(568). If indeed you ask them who has created the
heavens and the earth. They would be sure to say,
“Allah!” Say, “See you then? The things that you
invoke besides Allah- can they, if Allah wills some
penalty for me, remove His penalty? Or, if He wills
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some grace for me, can they keep back His grace?”
Say. “Sufficient 1s Allah for me' In Him trust those
who put their trust.” (39:38)

Explanation: The Prophet 2% is told that those people
frightened him of others than Allah This 1s because they
were 1ignorant and musled. If Allah lets anyone go astray,
no one can guide him just as nobody is able to mislead one
whom Allah leads to guidance, No one can harm one who
puts trust in Allah. A person who submits himself to Allah
1s never deprived No one is mughtier and more
honourable than Allah.

In the same way, no one can seize retaliation more than
Allah does He will punish severely those who disbelieve
in Him or ascribe partners to Him, and those who contend
against His Messengers.

Then, 1t is pointed out that the polytheists display more
ignorance when, though they believe in Allah as the
Creator yet they do not cease to worship their false deities,
who cannot harm or benefit and have no authority.

A hadith says: “Remember Allah! He will protect you.
Remember Allah! You will find Him ncar to you, always.
During ease be grateful to Allah. He will help you when
you face hardship. When you ask for something, ask only
Allah and if you seek help, seek 1t trom Him. And be
convinced that if all inhabitants of the world wish to harm
you but Allah does not intend it, then all of them cannot
hurt you in the least. And, conversely if all of them wish to
profit you but Allah has not decreed it for you, then they
will never be able to profit you. The rolls have dried up
and pens have been taken away. Occupy yourself in pious
work with conviction and gratitude. Much reward awaits
one who endures hardships patiently, Help 1s associated
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with patience Grief and sorrow are followed by relief and
-abundance. Along with hardship is ease.”®

The next words say that Allah suffices and the trusting
‘trust Him Prophet Hud s w. was told by his people,
“Perhaps our gods have put some wrong in your mind.”
He said, “I call Allah to bear witness and all of you., too. be
witnesses that I am fed up of all your deities, and you may
join together and act aganst me in any way you like. Do
not give me respite. Listen, I trust my Lord. He is Lord of
all of you, too. The forelock of everyone walking on earth
is in His Hand. My Lord 1s on the night path.”
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(59). Allah takes the souls (of men) at death, and
those that die not (He takes) during their sleep. Those
on whom He has passed the decree of death, He keeps
back (from returmng to life) But the rest He sends
(to their bodies) for a term appointed. Verily in thus
are signs for those who reflect. (39:42)

Explanation: (Allah says:) I have authority over every living
being to do as. I will, the major death is one m which My
angels take the soul of man and the mmor death is during
sleep. Both are within My power. It 1s as 1n the verse:

ALt L.;.;;..;sd.qb(.(..'-

(He takes your souls by night, and has knowledge of
all that you have done by day.} (6:60)

® Ibin Abu Hatim.
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- the appointed term is thus completed. All of you are
to return to Him and He will inform you of what you did.
He is Supreme over all His creatures and He sends an
overseeing angel to you till the death of one of you comes
when His angels will take the soul. They do not do
anything less.

The two verses, under discussion, also speak of both
minor and major deaths.

This also discloses that in the mala ul-alaa (the world
of the angels), the souls come together and meet. Some of
the predecessors say that the souls are taken away of those
who die and of those who sleep but are alive. These latter
souls are returned for their term (till they die).

Ibn Abbas s, said that Allah withholds the souls of
those who die but returns the souls of the llvmg There
never is a mistake in it.

The discerning find innumerable evidences of Allah’s
omnipotence in this one thing.
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(60). Say: “O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the
earth! Knower of all that is hidden and open! You,
indeed, you will judge between Your servants mn those
matters about which they have differed.” (39:46)

Explanation: Allah mentions the hatred the polytheists have
for monotheism and their love for polytheism. Then He, the
One who has no partner, Says to His Prophet &% “Call only
Allah, the One, the Creator of the heaven and earth.”

He created them when they were nothing and there
was no model to go by. He knows the manifest and the
concealed, the obvious and the obscure. The judgment



Scattered Pearls vol.9 295

over their mutual differences will be made on the day they
emerge from their graves on the day of resurrection.
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(61). Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the
Guardian and Disposer of all affairs.

To Him belong the keys of the heavens and the earth:
and those who reject the signs of Allah ~ they are the
ones who will be in loss. (39:62-63)

Explanation: Allah alone is the Creator of all living bodies
and inanimate things. He is the absolute Authority over
them. He owns the keys of the heavens and the earths
exclusively. He is worthy of praise and Fle is Omnipotent.

Those who disbelieve and deny are 'n a total loss.
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(62). No just estimate have they made of Allah, such as
is due to Him: On the day of Judgement the whole of
the earth will be but His handful, and the heavens will
be rolled up i1t His right hand. Glory to Him! High is
He above the partners they attribute to Him! (39:67)

Explanation: The polytheists could not grasp a just
estimate of Allah, so they associate others with Him
because of their failure. There is no one more mighty, more
honourable, more sovereign and authoritative and more
powerful than Him. No one is equal to Him.

This verse was revealed concerning the Quraysh
idolaters. If they had estimated Him justly, then they would
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not have belied Him. If anyone believes Allah to be powerful
over everything then he respects Him but if anyone does not
believe so, then he is not one who respects Him.

Sahih Bukhari carries a hadith against this verse that a
Jewish scholar met Allah’s Messenger 8 and said, “We
read that Allah will hold all the seven heavens on one of His
fingers, and all the earths on another finger, and the trees on
one, and water and sand on one, and the rest of the creation
on one. Then He will proclaim, ‘I am the Master of all and
the true King’.” The Prophet #24 laughed because of the
truth of what he said till his molar teeth were visible and
then he recited this verse (under discussion), the Musnad
Ahmad has this Hadith but that when he laughed, this
verse was revealed. And, according to other versions, he
counted what he said on his fingers beginning with his
index finger, and this version mentions four fingers. ¢

Sahih Bukhari also has that Allah will grasp the earth
(in His hand) and the heavens in His right hand and
proclaim, “I am the King, Where are the kings of the
earth?”®. This hadith of Sahih Muslim has that the earths
will be on one of His fingers and the heavens in His right
hand, and He will declare “I am the King.” ©

According to a hadith in Musnad Ahmad, the Prophet
€2 recited this verse on the pulpit one day gesturing
vigorously with his hand, right and left, forward and behind,
saying, “Allah will speak of His greatness Himself. He will
say I am al-Jabbar, [ am al-Mutakabbir, I am al-Maalik, I am
al-Aziz, I am al-Karim.® He gestimlated vigorously and his

® Bukhari #4811, Muslim #19, 21-2786, Tirmidhi #3249, Musnad Ahmad
#4368

© Bukhari #4812

© Muslim #23-2787 A

© Respectively: The overpowering, The Majestic, The Sovereign, The
Mighty, The Compassionate. |
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body movement was so much tha. his Sahabah & s, were
worried lest the pulpit topple with kim.

Ibn Umar « & s, demonstrated the Prophet's %
actions thoroughly as he described that Allah would take
the heavens and the earth in His hand and proclaim, “I am
King.” He closed his fist and opened it stretching his
fingers. As he moved his body right and left, the pulpit
shook forcefully... ®

Another version has that as the Prophet %% recited
this verse, the pulpit began to shake. He did it
emphatically thrice. (Bazzar)

Mu’jam Kabir of Tabarani has this hadith: the Prophet
- %84 said to his Sahabah ,.a <, , “I shall recite to you the
last verses of surah az-Zumar. If anyone is driven to weep
on hearing them, then he will go to paradise.” Then he
recited from this verse (67) to the end of the surah. Some of
them wept but others did not. They submitted, “O
Messenger of Allah, we tried to weep but we could not.”
He said, “I shall recite again. If anyone is not driven to
weep then he must behave as if he is weeping and compel
himself to weep.”

According to another hadith, Allah says, “I have
concealed three things from My slaves. If they had seen
them, then none of them would have done wrong.

() If I remove the veil and they see Me and are
convinced of what I do with My creatures when I
come to them and take the heavens in My fist and
then the earths in My fist and say, ‘I am the King.
Where is the king of the earth besides Me?’

(if) If I show them paradise and the good things there in
and they see them very well.

® Musnad Ahmad
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(iii) If I show them hell and the punishment therein till
they are convinced of it.

(iv) However, I have concealed these things deliberately
that they may know me because I have made these
things known.”
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(63). And you-will see the angels surrounding the
throne on all sides, singing Glory and Praise to their
Lord- the decision between them (at judgement) will
be in (perfect) justice, and the cry (on all sides) will be
“Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds!” (39:75)

Explanation: Having described His judgement and the
admittance of the deserving to paradise and the wicked to
hell, and having demonstrated His justice, this verse
describes the angels surrounding the throne from all sides
glorifying and praising Allah. All the creatures will have
received a fair judgement. Every particle of the universe
will sing praise and glory of Allah or the just and kind
decision. The living as well as the non-living will call.

’f"
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(Praise belongs to Allalh, Lord of the worlds).
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(64). He is (Allalh) Who shows you His signs and

sends down sustenance for you from the sky: but only

those receive admonition who turn (to Allah). (40:13)
(This is sural Ghafir also called al-Mumin.)
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Explanation: Allah’s perfect power is mentioned (in the
previous verses): You caused us to die and gave us life,
twice. So, you have Power over everything. We confess
our sins. We have wronged ourselves. Is there any way out
of this for us? Send us back to the world. We shall do
better than we did previously, for, if we do not mend then,
indeed, we are wrong doers and wicked.

They will be told that there was no way they could be
given a second chance. “If, at all, you are sent there again,
you will do the same things that you are forbidden to do.”

He is Allah, His judgement is fair and He does not
wrong anyone. He guides whom He will and has mercy on
whom He will. He punishes whom He will, No one shares
with Him His command.

There are many signs on earth and in the heaven of His
Omnipotence. They are evidence that He is the Creator
Master and Sustainer and Guardian of all. He sends down
rain. The water is alike but there is diverse produce from
it. Only they are prompted to worship, leam and heed who
turn to Allah.
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(65). Do they not travel through the earth and see
what was the end of those before Hiem? They were
even Superior to them in strength and in traces (they
have left) in the land; But Allah did call them to
account for their sins, and none had they to defend
them against Allah. (40:21)

Explanation: Allah asks the Prophet 8 if those who
belied him had not observed the fate of the people of the
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past who had belied their Prophets ,».ti4. They had been
stronger than them. Their rains are still visible. They had
great, large buildings. They had longer lives. When Divine
punishment descended on them, they had no one to help
them. They were wiped out completely.

Allah is Omnipotent. He seizes the sinners and
punishes them.
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(66). Allah is He Who has made the night for you
that you may rest therein, and the day, as that which
helps (you) to see. Verily Allali 1s full of grace and
bounty to men: yet most men give no thanks.

Such is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of all tiungs.
There is no god but He. Then how are you deluded
away from the truth. Thus are delnded those who are
wont to reject the signs of Allah. Allal is He Who has
made for you the earth as a resting place, and the sky
as a canopy, and has given you shape and made your
shapes beautiful- and las provided for you
sustenance, of things pure and good. Sucl is Allah
your Lord, so glory to Allal, the Lord of the Worlds!
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He is the Living (one). There is no god but He. Call
upon Him, giving Him sincere devotion. Praise be to
Allah, Lord of the worlds! (40:61-65)

Explanation: Allah’s favour is that He made the night a
time of rest and peace. He made the day bright to enable
everyone to look for a livelihood, travel and other work.
The day’s fatigue would be over by rest in the night.

Allah bestows much favour on His creatures but most
men are ungrateful.

Allah the One has created these things as He created
everything. No one else is worthy of worship. Only He
sustains the creatures.

Why then do you worship the created beings? The idols
that you worship are carved out by your own hands. The
idolaters before you did the same thing they belied Allah.

Allah has made the earth a resting place for you. It is
spread out for you like a flooring. You may live here and
walk about. Allah placed the mountains on it to make the
earth stable.

Allah made the heaven a canopy or a ceiling. It is safe
in all ways

Allah gave vou very good features You have excellent
joints, reasonable stature and perfect limbs. He gave you
good things to eat and clothe yourself with He alone is the
Creator and Sustainer. Lord of the worlds.

He says in surah al Bagarah:
- F
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{O you people! Adore your Guardian Lord Who
created you and those who came before you that you
may become righteous, Wiho has made the earth your
couch and the heavens your canopy, and sent down
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rain from the heavens, and brought forth therewith
fruits for your sustenance: then set not up rivals unto
Allah when you know (the truth).} (2:21-22)

In the verses under discussion, the same thing is said.
Allah is your Lord. Glorious is He, Exalted is He. He is
Eternal, everliving. He never dies. He is the First and the
Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. No one else possesses
His attributes and He has no peer and no equal.

b ";’me&-,ubu.wu ,ﬁg’w\

,’ ,“&eéﬁc)}: o :)&‘:;LJ&“F‘{"&T‘ I ’

":L’ “”/ “Géj‘;b@o,lnsl Slz,u SI&LT".I !
@U}QJ’ 830 L‘JL")':GTL}A-’

(67). He is Allah Who has created you from dust,
then from a sperm drop, them from a leech-like clot.
Then does He get you out (into the light) as a child;
then lets you (grow and) reach your age of full
strength; then lets you become old - though of you
there are some who die before — and lets you reach a
term appointed; in order that you may learn wisdom.

He is Who gives life and death and when He decides
upon an affair, He says to it ‘Be’, and it is. (40:67-68)

Explanation: Allah instructs His Prophet £8% in the
preceding verse (66) to declare that Allah forbids worship
of anyone besides Him. An argument for that is that He
created mankind from dust . . . and He traces the growth to
old age...

How unjust it is then to worship others besides Him.
Some die early or there is a miscarriage. Elsewhere Allah
says that He keeps the unborn in its mother’s womb for an
appointed time.
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~ Here, the same thing is elaborated. It is said that you
must understand therefrom that you will be resurrected
after death. Allah is He Who gives life and causes to die. No
one can violate His command. His will always takes effect.
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(68). Allah is He Who made cattle for you that you
may use some for riding and some for food.

And there are (other) advantages in them for you
(besides): that you may through them attain to any
need (there may be) in your hearts. And on them and
in ships you are carried.

- And He shows you (always) His signs: then which of
the signs of Allah will you deny? (40:79-81)

Explanatlon Allah has created these animals for the
benefit of mankind. They are used as conveyance and for
food and milk. Their wool is also used. This is elaborated
in surah al-In;am, surah un-Nuh, and other surahs.

Allah’s signs are found in the universe and in mankind
too. No one can really deny even one of His signs.
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(69). Do they not travel through the earth and see
what was the end of those before them? They were
more numerous than these and superior in strength
and in traces (they have left) in the land: Yet all that
they accomplished was of no profit to them. (40:82)



Scattered Pearls vol.9 304

Explanation: Allah mentions those earlier people who hag
belied their Messengers and Prophets. They suffered thej,
fate in spite of their strength and superiority. Nothing of
that helped them. They deserved the punishment.
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(70). To Him 1s referred the knowledge of the Hour
(of judgement, He knows all). No date-fruit comes
out of its sheath, nor does a female conceive (within
her womb) nor bring forth (young), but by His
knowledge. The day that (Allah) will propound to
them the (Question), “Wihere are the partners (you
attributed) to Me?” They will say, “We do assure
you not one of us can bear witness!” (41:47)

Explanation: Only Allah knows when the last Hour will
come. The Prophet %% the chief of mankind, was asked
by Jibril sk, the chief of the angels, “When is the last
Hour?” He said, “He who is asked knows not more than
who asks.”

Next, Allah Says that His knowledge embraces
everything. Not even an atom’s weight is outside His
knowledge.

Elsewhere (6:59) Allah says that He knows whatsoever
is in the land and the sea. Not a leaf falls, but He knows it.
A grain in the darkness of the earth or a thing wet or dry is
in a book manifest.

Ages of people are recorded Nothing is difficult for Him.

Allah will ask the polytheists on the day of resurrection
in the presence of all creatures, “Where are they whom you
associated with Me?” they will plead that not one of them
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would bear witness to that. Their false gods will disappear
and none will step forward to help them. They will see that
there was no deliverance from punishment.
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(71). Soon will We show them Our signs in the
furthest regions (of the earth) and in their souls, until
it becomes manifest to them that this is the Truth. Is

it not enough that your Lord does witness all things?
(41:53)

Explanation: The signs of the truth of the Qur’an are all
around them in the world. The adherents of Islam will
gain victories. They will become kings. This religion will
be Supreme over other religions. The victory at Badr and at
Makkah will be found in their own lives. The enemy will
be numerous in count as well as in glory but will be
defeated by a few Muslims.

The verse could also mean that thousands of signs of
the Divine wisdom are found in man himself: his creation,
features, etc, his varying manners, different faces, colour,
etc. These are the best remembrances of his Creator. His
growth and alterations with age: childhood, youth, old
age, health, sickness, hardship, case, grief, happiness, etc.

In short, these signs - both external and internal- are so
many that one is compelled to believe in the truth of Allah.

The testimony of Allah is enough. He is aware of the
sayings and deeds of His creatures.
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(72). Thus does (Allah) send inspiration o you as
(He did) to those before you - Allah, Exalted in
power, full of wisdom. (42:3)

Explanation: Allah says that all creatures in the heavens
and earth are subservient to Him. He is Mighty and Great,
Elevated and Revered. His Greatness and Majesty is such
that the heavens are liable to burst as the angels tremble
because of His Might while they go on glorifying Him and
seeking forgiveness for the earthlings.

The Qur’an says elsewhere:

Tor 3 # » PP /,’ 2”2,
BRI A IH V|
{Those who sustain the throne and those around it

glorify and praise their Lord (continually) and believe
in Him.} (40:7)

They make istighfar for the believers. They pray:
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{O Lord! You embrace everything in mercy and
knowledge so forgive those who repent and follow
Your way and protect them from the chastisement of
the hell-fire.} (40:7)

The concluding words are that He is Forgiving, Merciful.
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(73). (He is) the Creator of the leavens and the earth.
He has made for you pairs from among yourselves,
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and pairs among cattle: by this means does He
multiply you: there is nothing whatever like unto
Him. And He is the One Wiio hears and sees (all
things).

To Hin: belongs the keys of the heavens and the earth:
He enlarges and restricts the sustenance to whom He
will: for He knows full well all things. (40:11-12)

Explanation: He is Allah over all things Powerful. He is my
Lord and I trust in Him and turn to Him always. He is the
Creator of the heavens and the earth and everything
between them. His favours continue and abound. He made
pairs for you of your own species - husband and wife, and
for the cattle. He spread descendants after descendants
carrying on for centuries and generations and it continues.

Baghawi 4 «., said that it refers to conception in the
womb. Others say that it is pregnancy and yet others speak
of diversifying. Mujahid 4., said: “Progeny after Progeny.”

There is not anyone like Him. He is Alone, Independent,
without peer. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Allah has the keys to heavens and earth. It means that
He alone is the Master and Authority over everything, all
the universe. He has no partner.

He gives abundant provision to whom He wishes and
withholds it from whom He wishes. All He does has
wisdom behind it, but He never is unjust to anybody. His
knowledge encompasses the entire creation.
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(74). He is the One Wiio sends down rain (even) after
(men) have given up all hope, and scatters His mercy
(far and wide). And He is the Protector, Worthy of all

praise.

And among His signs is the creation of the heavens
and the earth, and the living creatures that He has
scattered through them: and He has power to gather
them together when He wills. (42:28-29)

Explanation: People await Allah’s mercy and despair but
when their need is acute, He sends down rain. The dry
spell gets over.

Someone said to Umar ibn Khattab weal 4, “O Amir ul-
Muminin, there is drought and people have despaired of
rain.” He said, “Go! It will now rain, insha Allah!” And, he
recited this verse. He is Al-Wali Al-Hamid (the Protector,
the praiseworthy). He knows what will benefit the
creatures and He is the Absolute Authority.

He alone created the heavens and the earth. He will
gather all the creatures in one gathering place - the angels,
human beings, jinns and all kinds of animals spread over
the different corners of the world. They will be terrified,
but He will dispense justice to them.
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(75). And among His signs are the ships, smootl
running through the ocean (tall) as mountains. If it
be His will, He can still the wind. Then they would
become motionless on the back of the (ocean). Verily
in this are signs for everyone who patiently
perseveres and is grateful. (42:32-33)
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Explanation: Allah points out signs of His power. He has
subjected the seas to men. Ships sail on them. He has the
winds that drive the ships in His control. Were He to
withhold the winds, ships would be of no use.

The verse then emphasizes that these signs are a lesson
for those who are patient and thankful. They discern
through them Allah’s unlimited power. If He can halt
ships, He may also cause the mountain -like ships to sink
in moments and drown its passengers for their sins. As it
is, He pardons many of their wrongs but if He were to
seize them or each of their sins then whoever embarked on
the ship would drown straightaway. However, His vast
mercy takes them through to their destinations.

The exegetes say that if He will, He may make the
winds violent, or cause a cyclone and rough seas to shake
the ship here and there. However, it is His mercy that He
sends the right kind of winds. Man undertakes long
journeys by ships to accomplish his amb tions.

It is again His mercy that He sends down rain otherwise
drought would ruin people. Or, if there is too much rain
then plenty of it would prevent growth of the fields, tumble
houses and prevent free movement through floods.

Indeed, He is Merciful and pours more rain where it is
necessary and lesser of it where it would be enough.

Then (in the next verse 35), He says that those who
dispute concerning His signs do concede that they cannot
escape His chastisement if He decides to seize them.
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(76). To Allah belongs the doninion of the heavens
and the earth. He creates what He wills (and plans).
He bestows (children) male or female according to
His will.

Or He bestows both males and females, and He leaves
barren whom He will: for He is full of knowledge and
power. (42: 49-50)

Explanation: Only Allah is the Creator and Master of the

earth and the heaven. He does what He will. If He decides
not, then it does not happen.

He gives to whom He will and He creates whom He will.
He may give only daughters to anyone, as He gave to
Prophet Lut 3.4, Or, He may give only sons, as to Prophet
Ibrahim ,x4%. He may give to some both daughters and
sons as He gave Prophet Muhammad % Some people, He
may leave childless, as Prophet Yahya ,a.44s and Prophet
Eesa .4, both of whom had no offspring.

These are four possibilities.

(i) All daughters,

(i) All sons, |

(iii) Both daughters and sons,
(iv) Childless.

He is the Knower, All-knowing. He knows everyone
who deserves. He is Powerful and does as He wishes. This
portion is also like the saying of Allah concerning Prophet
Eesa sauui : That We may make him a sign for the people,
an evidence of the Power to show that We have created the
creatures in four ways:

(i) Prophet Aadam ,xu .t only from dust without
parents,

(i) Sayyidah Hawwa jn.uiu only from a male,
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(iii) All other people from both male and female,
except

(iv) Prophet Eesa i only from a female without a
male.

Thus there are four possibilities of having children and
also four possibilities of creation. Subhan Allah, this is the
- sign of His knowledge and power.
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(77). If you were to question them, “Who created tie
heavens and the earth?” they would be sure to reply.
“They were created by (Him), The Exalted in Power,
full of knowledge.”

Who has made for you the earth (like a carpet) spread
out, and has made for you ronds (and channels) therein,
in order that you may find guidance (on the way);

Who sends down (from time to time) rain from the sky
in due measire - and We raise to life therewiti a land
that is dead, even so will you be raised (from the dead).

- Who has created pairs in all things, and has made for
you ships and cattle on which you ride.

In order that you may sit firm and square on their
backs, and when so seated, you may celebrate the
(kind) of favour of your Lord, and say, “Glory to Him
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Who has subjected these to our (use), for we could
never have accomplished this (by ourselves).

And to our Lord, surely must we turn back!” (43:9-14)

Explanation: Allah says that the polytheists concede, when
asked that Allah is the Creator of the universe. In spite of
that, they worship others besides Allah.

He has made the earth a flooring for you to walk on
and to live on and work on it, strong and firm. However,
the earth is itself on water yet it is stable with paths on it to
travel from place to place.

Allah sends down rain from the sky. It suffices you for
your fields and watering for yourself and your animals.
The dead land turns fertile and a lot of produce is had.

He cited this as evidence for the resurrection of the
dead people from their graves.

Allah created pairs of everything. He also created a wide
range of animals and ships for travel by land and by sea. The
meat of the animals is eaten and their milk is drunk.

Hence, it is incumbent on them that they should thank
Allah for His favours. They must say, “Glory be to Allah
for making them serve us. If He had not made them obey
us, we were not capable of it... After our death, we shall
return to Him.”

This journey should remind them of the hereafter.

Allah reminds of the hereafter at the same time as
speaking of this world.

After speaking of the garments of this world, He
speaks of the dress of the next world. The garment of
righteousness is best!
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(78). He is (Allah) Who is God in heaven and God on
earth: and He is full of wisdom and Knowledge.

And blessed is He to wlhom belongs the dominion of
the heavens and the earth, and all between them.

With Him is the knowledge of the Hour (of
Judgement): and to Him shall you be brought back.

\
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And those whom they invoke besides Allah have no
power of intercession - only he who bears witness to
the truth, and they know (lim).

If you ask them who created them, they will certainly
say, Allah: how then are they deluded away (from the
truth)? (43:84-87)

Explanation: These verses say more about Allah's
omnipotence and omnipresence. All the creatures are
subservient to Him and He is the Wise, the knowing. It is
as in another verse: He is Allah in the heavens and the
earth. He knows the hidden and the apparent and all your
deeds. . . He is without blemish, King of all, Exalted and
Mighty. None can prevent His command and none can go
against His will. . . He alone knows when the Last Hour
will be. No one else knows it: All creatures will be
returned to Him and He will take their account and
reward or punish them.

The next words are that their false gods have no say in
intercession. However, if anyone testifies to the truth and
he himself is possessed of insight and knowledge and
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awareness then, with the permission of Allah, he will
profit from the intercession of the pious people.

If you ask them who created them, they will respond,
“ Allah”, But, also! They go on to worship others besides
Allah. They are bereft of sense and do not use their mind
when they adore deities who are themselves helpless. Why
are they blind to it?
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(79). Verily in the heavens and the earth are signs for
those who believe.

And in the creation of yourselves and the fact that
animals are scattered (through the earth), are signs
for those of assured faith.

And in the alternation of night and day, and the fact
that Allah sends down sustenance from the sky, and
revives there with the earth after its death, and in the
change of the winds- are signs for those that are wise.

Such are signs of Allali which We relearse to you in
truth: then in what exposition will they believe after
(rejecting) Allah and His signs? (45:3-6)

Explanation: Allah guides His creatures to think over His
signs, know His bounties and express gratitude for them.
He is very powerful who created the entire creation: agnels,
jinns, mankind, quadrupeds, birds, wild animals, beasts,
insects and a myriad over creatures. He also created an
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uncountable number of sea animals. He brings the day after
the night and the night after the day. He controls the
darkness of the night and the light of the day. He sends
down the rain with due measure as and when necessary.

The ‘Sustenance’ in the text means ‘rain’ Barren land
becomes green and productive with different kinds of food.

Allah alone drives winds the southern, northern,
eastern and western, dry and moist, by day and by night.
Some winds are forerunners of rain. Some drive clouds
that are water-laden. Some winds envigorate the soul. And
there are other kinds, too.

These verses say respectively that there are signs for
the believers, for those who have assured faith and for
those who are wise. This is going from an honourable
stage to another honourable stage. There is a similar
example in surah al-Baqarah:
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{In the creation of the heavens and the earth... are
signs for a people who understand.} (2:164)

Ibn Abu Hatim has reproduced here an athar that is
very lengthy that also says that man is created from four
combinations.

These verses conclude saying that the verses of the
Qur’an come down to you and are recited to you. These
people listen to them, but do not believe and do not act on
them. Then, after all, in what will they believe?

A s 7 »e 382 s 3 e g P n& Fy
Gra 5RE0 33, s M G 38 251 10 A g &

Y v 4 -G,,",,E ,’13;,’..”’ 27
L_’,b)';HQLZ,y,’.L.JiqLa[.Q(}‘.‘,@w;Lb ’f‘&“:"
s & ‘o s ’./.u - 1 . - ”
GRIAESPIHIY, AV Y KTRAS HE

- -~ - -~



Scattered Pearls vol.9 316

(80). He is Allah who has subjected the sea to you that
ship may sail through it by His command, that you
may seek of His bounty and that you niay be grateful.

And He has subjected to you, as from Him, all that is
in the heavens and on eartl: belold, in that are signs
indeed for those who reflect. (45:12-13)

Explanation: Allah reminds His blessings among which
are the ships in the sea. People travel and engage in
trading. They must give thanks for that and derive benefit
from them.

Allah has subjected to man everything in the heavens
and on earth. This is His favour and mercy. It is as His
words that mean: the blessings that you have are all from
Allah. Even now in hardship you beseech Him.

Tbn Abbas s -, said that everything is from Allah. ...
No one can snatch from Him or contend with Him... This
is how He is.

Someone asked Abdullah ibn Umar wa <, “Of what is
the creation made?” He said, “Of light and fire, and of
darkness and dust” And, he said, “Go, if you find Ibn
Abbas s & s, ask him, “The man asked him the same
question and got the same answer. Then he sent him back
to ask all over again. This time, he recited this verse: there
are signs for those who reflect.
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(81). Then praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the
heavens and Lord of the earth- Lord and Cherisher of
all the worlds!
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To Him be glory throughout the heavens and the

earth: and He is Exalted in power, full of wisdom!
(45:36-37)

Explanation: All praise belongs to the Master of the earth
and the heavens and every other thing, Allah. He sustains
all the universe.

His is the majesty in the heavens and the earth. He is
Exalted and Great. All else are dependents on Him.

There is a hadith qudsi in Muslim: Allah says, “Might
is my lower garment. Glory (or Greatness) is My cloak. If
anyone tries to take either of them from Me, I shall send
him to hell.” It means that the arrogant will go to hell.

Allah is Mighty, meaning great in power, Subduing. He
will never be suppressed by anyone. None can prevent Him.

He is Wise. Whatever He does is not without wisdom.
No one is worthy of worship but He and no one is
deserving of prostration to him but He.
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(82). Praise belongs to Allali Wlio created the heavens
and the earth and made the darkness and the light.
Yet those wlio reject faith lold (others) as equal with
their Guardian- Lord. He is (Allal) Who created you
from clay and then decreed a stated term (for you).
And there 1s in His presence another determined
term; yet you doubt within yourselves! And He is
Allah in the heavens and on eartli. He knows what
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you hide and what you reveal, and He knows the
(recompense) which you earn (by your deeds). (6:1-3)

Explanation: Allah teaches His creatures to praise Him. He
says that light during the day and darkness during the
night is a blessing for His slaves. The word for light nur(,,)
is in the singular, but darkness (<w) Zulumat is plural
because the smgular is always used for the nobler thing.
Examples are:

&U-«-‘-‘Jbuw\bw
{...inclining to the right and to the left}

Al - - e liadls

{... that this is My Way, the stm:ght one: so follow it
and follow not (other) ways for they deviate from His
way. } (6:153)

- The word g (left) is in the plural form.

So is the word 4... (My way) singular but ... is plural
(because it refers to other ways that deviate).

In short, though some people disbelieve and associate
with Allah and attribute wife and children to Him, He is
without these things.

Allah says that He created mankind from dust. Their
father Aadam s+ was created from dust and it was
dust that farmed into his flesh, etc. Then children were
born to him and they scattered around to the east and
west, Then Aadam ,».n. completed his term - his span of
life, and died at the appointed time. The word ajal (s.1) is
used for the age of man (when specified for anyone), and
for the life of the entire world when used in a general
sense, when the earth perishes and the next world begins.
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Ibn Abbas wa ., and Mujahid 4 «., said that the first
ajal (o) is the term of the earth. And ajal musamma (. o)
- second time - means age of man till he dies. It is derived
from Allah’s words:

- =S i
{He is the One Who takes your souls by night . . .} (6:60)

He knows what you do by day and while you are asleep
in the night which is a form of death. Then you awake as
though you return to your mates. Only He knows about it.
Elsewhere, Allah says that only He knows it.

He also says that they ask you, O Prophet,
concerning the Hour. “When will it occur?”, How
can you know it? Its knowledge is only with Allah . .
. (7:187, 79:42)

| The concluding words of the verse under discussion

are: you have doubts about the Last Hour. But, the Lord of
the heavens and the earths knows your secrets and what
you disclose.

G (Ve (o 391§ R4SCE 1 o kil e KIS 611355,
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(83). See they not low many of those before them We
did destroy? Generations We had established on the
. earth, in strength such as We have not given to you -
for whom We poured out rain from the sky in
abundance, and gave (fertile) streams flowing
beneath their (feet): yet for their sins We destroyed

them, and raised in their wake fresh gengrations (to
succeed them). (6:6) |
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Explanation: Allah warns these people that those before
them were punished and annihilated because of their
misdeeds though they were more numerous, stronger,
richer and had a larger progeny than them. So, they too
could face similar punishment.

Many a people had fared such treatment before them.
Allah sent to them rain and preserved them from drought
so that they were prosperous. In this way, Allah gave them
respite before destroying them for their sins.

Other people took their place as they departed into
history. But, their successors emulated them and suffered
the same fate. So, you must take heed, for, punishing you
is in no way more difficult for Allah. Your Messenger is
more noble in Allah’s sight than the previous Messengers
were, so if Allah were not more kind to you, you are more
deserving of punishment than they were.
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(84). If Allah touch you with affliction, none can
remove it but He. If He touch you with happiness, He
has power over all things.

He is All-Dominant (Omnipotent and watches) from
above over His worshippers. And He is the wise,
acquainted with all things. (6:17-18)

Explanation: Allah is He Who can hurt and relieve. He
holds sway over His creatures and may do as He wishes.
None can obstruct His decree. If He were to prevent harm,
none can cause harm and if He were to dispense good,
none can put it back. It is as in the verse:
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{(Whatever favours Allah decides for mankind, no one
can keep them back. ..

fgkféﬁ}g@j!;'m
And what He keeps back no one can send. .. }(35:2-3)

This is why He says here that He is All-Dominant over
His worshippers. People submit to Him. All He does is full
of wisdom and He knows everything.

He gives to the deserving and withholds from the non-
deserving.
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(85). With Him are the Keys of the unseen, the
treasures that none knows but He. He knows
whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a
leaf does fall but with His knowledge : There is not a
grain in the darkness (or depths) of the earth, nor
anything fresh or dry (green or withered), but is
(inscribed) in a record clear (to those who can read).

He is (Allah) Who takes your souls by night, and has
knowledge of all that you have done by day. By day
does He raise you up again that a term appointed be
fulfilled. In the end unto Him will be your return.
Then will He show you the truth of all that you did.
(6:59-60)
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Explanation: Allah asserts that no one besides Him knows
the unseen.

Prophet Muhammad 34 said, “There are five things
unseen.

(i) When will the Last Hour occur?
(ii) The coming down of rain.
(i) What the womb carries male or female?
(iv) What will a person do tomorrow?
(v) Where shall one die?
Only Allah knows these things.

According to the hadith of Umar « & 42y Jibril o ass
came to the Prophet once in the garb of a villager. He
asked him about faith and Islam and ihsan. While
answering his questions, the Prophet %% said, “Five
things are known only to Allah” Then he recited the verse:

” 3 ¢
*
e

r ANV P
{Surely Allah has knowledge of the Last Hour...}
(31:34)
And:
SRS
{And He knows what is on the land and the sea...}
(current topic)

Nothing of the universe is hidden from Him. Sari

Sari expressed it very well: “Not even a particle is

hidden from Allah even if anything remains
~ concealed to those who look for it.”

When Allah can know about the inanimate things, like
a leaf falling down, then why shall he not know the
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movement of animals, particularly the jinns and mankind?
Moreover, He is the Authority. It is as He says:

247 2 .3.’. Pagr o W, oo
SIVE P U e E

{He knows the stealthy eyes and what the hearts
conceal.} (40:19)

An angel is deputed at every tree on land and sea. He
remembers even such things as the fall of leaves. In the
Preserved Tablet, every minute detail is recorded even if it
is in the depths of the earth. In fact, an angel is deputed
even at every needle point and writes down everything.

Ibn Abbas « & ., said that Allah created ink and the
tablets and recorded all the affairs that were to ozcur in the
world, like the kind of creatures, will they get lawful
sustenance or unlawful, will they perform pious deeds or
evil actions?

Amr ibn Aas ..a ., said that the jinns below the third
earth and above the fourth decided to make themselves
visible to you but you could not see their light and
brightness from any angle whatsoever. These are the seals
of Allah. An angel is deputed at every seal. Every day,
Allah sends an angel instructing him to guard the seal
which is placed under his care.

Allah gives death to His creatures at night at the time
of sleep. This is the asghar or minor death. It is as He says:
SERGEE LR

- ..”.

{O Eesn, I shall take you and raise you to
Moyself... }(3:55)

And Allah causes people to die at the end of their term.
Those who do not die in sleep, die when their life span is
over.
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This verse mentions two deaths: the major death and
the minor death. He gives you death at night and you stay
away from work. But, by day you keep occupied in your
business. He knows your doings by day. This shows that
Allah’s knowledge of His creatures is all embracing: at
night when you are motionless and during day when they
are in motion. He says elsewhere:

5l ik 3 1 s ayses 55BN el 0 158 e
OY LIS
[Alike (to him) from you in he who talks concealment,

and he who does it openly, and he who hide himself by
night, and he who goes out by day.} (13:10)

And, He says:
G130 3048 4z 5 s
{And of His favours in that He has made for you the
night and the day that you may rest therein and that

you may seek Allah’s grace, and that you may give
thanks.} (28:73)

And, He says: .
Llyuifos

{And He is Allah Who makes for you the night a

covering and sleep a refreshment, and He makes the
day for rising up.} (25:47) |

Thus, He says in the verse, under discussion, that He
causes death during the night and He knows the deeds
~ that you have done by day. Then He awakens you for the
day, bright and energetic after a seeming death.

The Prophet £%f said that there is an angel with every
man. When he goes to sleep, the angel takes his soul. He
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goes with it to Allah. If He instructs him to retain it, he
keeps it, otherwise he takes it back to his body. This is the
meaning of the words (above):

PRy
(952601583
(He is Allah Who takes your souls:...)
Allah says that when the appointed life span of every
man is over, his soul is delivered to Him. He tells him of

the deeds that he-used to do and then gives him reward or
| punishment.

Allah says

"l dS\Ein;

{He is All-Dominant over His worshippers.} (see
previous discussion #84)

| Every thing is subservient to Him. He has deputed

angels over men. They protect them all the time. There are
angels ahead of a man and behind him who guard him by
Allah’s command. It is as He says:

CUTTRE Y
{And surely over you are guardians (appointed)} (82:10)
" And, He says:

w s 3 > &
@odJl oo 30 ‘QEML:.’",'""" 1it43)

{When the two recievers (angels) receive- seated one
on the right and one on the left} (50:17)

But, when death comes. His angels take your soul.

Ibn Abbas ws. . said that the angel of death has many
-angels to help him. They extract the soul and when it is at
the throat, the angel of death pulls it out. He is never slack
in preserving the soul. He delivers it where Allah wishes it
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to be delivered. If he was pious the soul is given place in
the illiyun (the highest of all places in the seventh heaven
the cherished destination). But, if he has a sinner, then the
soul is consigned to the sijjin (a prison where records of the
deeds of the wicked are kept), a stage in hell. May Allah
preserve us from it!

Then the angels turns these souls to the True Master!

At this point, we present a hadith narrated by Abu
Hurayrah i -, that the Prophet $9f said, “Angels come
to one who is dying. If he was a righteous man, they say to
him, ‘Come, O pure soul! You were in a pure body. Come
back from the world, praised! You are given glad tidings
of paradise. Allah is not displeased with you!’

When they say this again and again;, the soul comes out
of the body and they take it to the heaven. The gate is
opened of it and it is asked, “Who is there?” They are told,
‘The soul of so and so.” The angels of the heaven say,
‘“Welcome! O pure soul! You were in a pure body. Glad
tidings to you!’ This goes on until the soul is carried to the
highest heaven where Allah is. If the man was a wicked
man, they say, ‘O wicked soul that lived in a wicked body!
Come out disgraced! Tidings to you of hamim and ghassaq
(boiling water and impure matter flowing from the body
of the damned). You face other kinds of punishment too.’
When they keep repeating these words, the soul comes out
and they take it towards the heaven(sky). The gate is
opened and someone asks, ‘Who is he?” They are told, ‘So
and so’. The angels there say, ‘Curse be on you, O evil
soul! The gate will not be opened for you. ‘So, the soul is
returned to its grave.” Perhaps this is the meaning of y,,s
(then they are returned). All the creatures are returned to
Allah on the day of resurrection, and He takes theif
account justly. This is as in the verse:

b4 :, "”,I P L L > sl
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{The ancients and those of later generations will

surely be gathered at the appointed time of the known
dny.} (56:49-50)

And, it is said:
SI105TR4ke 355 216 b ka5

{And We shall gather them together so that We shall
leave not even one of them behind.} (18:47)

Allah will not wrong anyone. He is the True Master.
Only His command will be enforced. Soon, He will subject
everyone to reckoning.

é)*jﬁ.., Lp’zn.f,:s ‘;,‘:J‘JJ-\.” I,u,,uj&‘d,
e “1w®&iﬁd*w 55 Sl i
Seda Sazef Ja 3,8 B @S 81 Bois F
r..(.u.)’ ax ’j/j‘L;;:(&...b’ - f"Q? Twua;\'r&:’ . 'Uu..:-

@usluo ,)II’..hyh.-’wa;L.J . 3”7 ,LJ
(86). Say, “Wiho is He Who delivers you from the
dark recesses of land and sea when you call upon Him
in hunnlity and silent terror, “If He only delivers us

from these (dnngers), (we vow) we shall truly show
our gratitude?”

Say, “He is Allal Wiho delivers you from these and all
(other) distresses: and yet you worship false gods!”

Say, “He has power to send calamities on you, from
above and below, or to cover you with confusion in
party strife, giving you a taste of mutual vengeance-
each from the other.” See how We explain the signs by
various (symbols), that they may understand. (6:63-65)
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Explanation: Allah recalls His favours to His creatures
whom He delivered from the darknesses of land and sea
when they were in distress. They prayed to Allah
exclusively. The Qur’an also says elsewhere: When you are
in trouble in the sea, you forget all the partners and
remember no idol at all. You only recall Allah.

Only Allah takes you safely through land and sea.
When the sailing in smooth and the wind and the sea are
ideal, you are very happy. But, when the tide is
unfavourable and the wind is hostile and death seems
imminent, you call on Allah with sincerity and full
attention. ‘If you deliver us, O Allah we shall be ever
grateful to you.’

Do consider: who heads you on the straight path out of
the darknesses of land and sea? He is Allah. He sends to
you friendly and favourable winds. Is there any other God
with Him? Whom you make His associate? There is no
other God, But when you are out of trouble, enjoying
yourself, you make the idols His partners.

Allah has power to send punishment to you. A verse of
surah al-Isra (17:66) has: Your Lord is He Who makes the
ship sail smoothly for you through the sea in order that
you may seek of His bounty. For He is to you Most
Merciful.

When He brings you out of the dangers of the sea into
land, you begin to turn away from Allah. Man is very
ungrateful! But, are you safe on land? Can He not cause
the earth to swallow you? Or, stones may rain on you?
Allah is able to do all that. Punishment may come on you
from above you or from under your feet.

These words are spoken to the polytheists. But,
Mujahid & w., said that they contain a warning to the
Ummah of Muhammad i d
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We present some ahadith r-lative to this subject,
placing trust in Allah alone.

Bukhari explains the word ..., (cover you with ...): you
be divided into sections against each other and be warning
groups. Allah may, if He will, involve you in such
punishment. Jabir ibn Abdullah «.&_u, narrated that when
this verse was revealed ;3% 2. (punishment from above
you), Allah’s Messenger ¥ prayed: sy iyt (I seek refuge
in you) and on the words ..o (from under your feet), he
~prayed (in the same way:) gy st (I seek refuge in you).

When the words w. .y (0r cover you with confusion in
party strife), he said, “Relatively lighter!” (Bukhari #4128)

Jabir w4, narrated that when the verse ,.u wp (say: He
has the power...) was revealed, Allah’s Messenger &z
said: o s wb syt (I seek refuge in Allah from that). He said
on hearing 1z« (from under your feet) ___ .y (I seek
refuge in Allah. On hearing v.:.%-4 (cover you in confusion

with party strife), he said, “This is the lightest.” He could
~ have sought refuge from this too.

- Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas w4, said that the Prophet #44
said on hearing these words that it will happen definitely
“though it has not transpired so far.

Sa’d ibn Abu Waqqas « s, narrated: We went with the
Prophet ¥ till we came to Masjid Banu Mu’awiyah. He
offered two raka’at salah and we also followed suit. Then he
made a lengthy supplication to Allah, Mighty and Glorious.
After that, he said, “I prayed to Allah for three things:

() My ummah should not be wiped out through
drowing like (happened to) Fir'awn and his men.

(ii) They should not perish of drought and famine.

(iiiy And they should not divide into factions that
indulge in fighting each other. '
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The first two prayers are granted but not the third.”

Jabir ibn Atiq s -, narrated that Abdullah ibn Umar
came to them at Banu Muawiyah a village of the Ansars.
He asked, “Do you know where the Prophet ¥ had
offered salah in this mosque?” Jabir i <, knew the place
and pointed to it. He then asked about the three prayers of
the Prophet £8% Again, Jabir w4, knew the answer and
mentioned the three prayers and the two that were
granted and one which was not. Abdullah ibn Umar «.a -,
confirmed that Jabir « & =, was correct. So, Muslims will
continue to be divided into factions till the Last Hour.

Mu’adh ibn Jabal 4 s, narrated: I went to the Prophet
9% but was told that he had left the place shortly.
Wherever 1 went for him I was told the same thing il 1
found him at a place offering salah. So, I too stood with him
to offer the salah. He offered a very lengthy salah and after
the salah, I remarked about it. He said, “I was offering the
salah of fear and hope.” Then he mention the three prayers
of which he had spoken in the previous hadith.

Khabbab ibn Arat «.s s, the freedman of Banu Zahrah,
who was a participant of the Battle of Badr, narrated that
once he offered salah with the Prophet ¥4 all night and
when he finished it. He submitted,”O Messenger of Allah,
you have offered a salah tonight the like of which I have
not seen before.” He said, “Yes, This salah was based on
hope and expectation. After finishing it, I prayed to Allah
for three things.” Thercafter, the rest of the hadith (of Sa’d
ibn Abu Waqgqas) follows.

Shaddad ibn Aws w.a s, narrated that the Prophet ¥
said, “The east and the west of the earth’s corners were
brought nearer to me. My ummah’s dominion will extend
up to there. I am given both the treasures, the abyad
(white) and the ahmar (red). I also prayed, ‘O Allah, my
ummah may not perish through famine, no enemy may
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annihilate them and they should not divide into factions
and fight each other.” Allah said, ‘O Muhammad! I have
ordained their fate. That will come to pass. I have
approved your two prayers, but your ummah will separate
into groups and some will eliminate some others or
imprison them.”

The Prophet 2% also said, “If I have any fear about my
ummah then it is of the misguided imams and rulers. Once
the sword is unsheathed among my ummah then it will
never be put back. Infighting will go on till the Last Hour.”

| Nafi ibn Khalid Khazaa'i « & s, reported from his

father, who was one of the sahabah .. & «~ and one of
those who had pledged allegiance ba'yt ridwan, that one
day the Prophet ¥3f offered salah while the people were
around him. He made it brief with perfect bowing and
prostration but very lengthy (final) sitting so that they
presumed that he was receiving a revelation. He said, “No!
I was offering a salah of hope and fear...” Then the
complete hadith of the three prayers follows.

When Nafi . ., narrated the full hadith, he was asked,
“Had your father heard it from Allah’s Messenger £8#” He
said, “Yes, from him, and ten times like these ten fingers.”

Ibn Abbas « & narrated that the Prophet # said, “I
prayed to Allah Mighty and Glorious, that He should keep
my ummah away from four things. He preserved them
from two of those but not from two. I had prayed that
stones should not be rained on them, that they should not
suffer the fate of the people of Firawn and be wiped out by
drowning, that they should not be divided into factions, and
that there should not be infighting among them.

Allah accepted the prayers for preservation from
stoning and from drowning. But, He decreed that they
should be divided and that they should contend against
each other.”
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Ibn Abbas « & 4, said that when the verse (under
discussion 6:65) was revealed: ....u » 3 {Say: He has the
power...}, the Prophet £ got up, performed ablution and
began to make supplication: “O Allah, do not send
punishment on my ummah from above them and from
under their feet and do not let them break into sects that
fight each other.” On that, Jibril ,a.i 4 came down and
said, “O Muhammad, Allah has preserved your ummah
from punishment from above their heads and from under
their feet.” The former means raining of stones and the
latter is being swallowed by the earth.

These were four things Two of these could be seen just
twenty-five years after the death of the Prophet #&¢ These
are factions within the body of the ummah and infighting
among them. But, they were preserved from stoning and
swallowing.

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud spoke about this verse in the
mosque or on the pulpit in a loud voice, at full pitch. He
would say, “O people! Allah’s verse is revealed to you. If
punishment descends from the heaven on you then no one
will be spared and if it comes from under your feet then
you will sink into the earth and perish. If you divide into
factions and fight each other then it is the worst kind.”

Ibn Abbas .« & s, said that the words .0y . e
(punishment from above you) refers to evil leaders and =
sy (below your feet) refers to rebellious subordinates. Or,
it means the rich and the poor.

Ibn Jarir & «., said that the correctness of the
interpretation is attested by the words of Allah:
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{Do you feel secure that He Who is in the heaven will
not cause the earth to swallow you up, the while it
shakes?... that he will not send against you a stone-
storm? Then shall you know how (terrible) was My -
warnings!} (67:16-17)

Zayd ibn Aslam w4 ., said that when the verse st
was revealed, Allah’s Messenger #%% said, “Do not
apostate after me lest you kill each other.” They said, “We
testify that Allah is One and you are His Messenger.” He
said, “Yes”. Someone said, “That will never happen!
None of us will kill his fellow Muslim while we are true
Muslims.” Then this verse was revealed:

{And your people have belied it though it is the truth.
Say, “I am not a guardian over you. For every tiding

there is a time appointed, and you will come to know
soom.} (6:66-67)
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(87). He is (Allah) Who created the heavens and the
earth in true (proportions). The day He says, “Be!”
behold! it is. His word is the truth. His will be the
dominion the day the trumpet will be blown, He knows

the unseen as well as that which is open. For He is the
Wise, well-acquainted (with all things). (6:73)

Explanation: Allah made the heavens and earth in truth.
He is their Master and Guardian. On the day of
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resurrection, He will say only ‘Be’ and they will come into
existence again. It is as Allah says:

QI HIRER PR A IV
{To whom belongs the sovereignty this day.} (40:16)
And,
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{The sovereignty of that day shall be true belonging

to the compassionate, and it shall be a hard day for
the disbelievers.} (25:26)

The Prophet £8 said that (the angel) Israfil s.uan has
the trumpet on his mouth with his head lowered, awaiting
the command to blow the trumpet.

The Prophet £%f was sitting with his sahabah . a .,
when the heavens and the earth, Allah created the trumpet
and gave it to Israfil ;... He has it on his mouth since
then. His eyes are towards the throne and he awaits the
command to blow the trumpet. Abu Hurayrah « & o,
asked, “O Messenger of Allah, what is the trumpet?” He
said, “It is a qarna (horn).” He asked, “What kind?” He
said, “It is very large. By Him Who has sent me, its width
is like the span of the heavens and the earth. It will be
blown three times. The first will create terror. The second
will cause everyone to swoon and the third to revive
everyone before Allah. (When Allah commands), at the
first blowing all people will be terrified but not those
whom Allah keeps peaceful. It will continue to be blown
till the command is given (to stop). It is as:

@055 Ga e 015 850y S50 R 5



Scattered Pearls vol.9 335

~ {These (today) only wait for a single mighty blast
« which (When it comes will brook no delay)} (38:15)

-~ The mountains will burst and its fragments will fly in
the air hitter and thither, and the earth will shake as a ship
in turbulent waters. Or, like a chandelier that swings to
-and for when breeze blows. It is as:

"i'.‘: IV I SR A
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{One day everything that can be in commotion will
be in violent commotion} (79:6)

Then the trumpet will be blown a second time. All the
people will be gripped by fear unlimited and will swoon.
Mothers will forsake their sucklings and pregnant women
‘will have miscarriages. Young people will become old.

The devils will flee to the extremes of the earth but the
angels will beat them and bring them back. The earth will
begin to split from different corners. There would be
commotion and panic everywhere. Everyone will be for

“himself. People will look towards the heaven but find the
-same thing there. It will be in fragments, asunder. The
“stars would split and the sun and the moon would be dark
black.”
" The Prophet #¥ said, “But the dead would know
:nothing of that” Abu Hurayrah « & s asked, “O
-Messenger of Allah, who would Allah exempt, as He says
“except those whom Allah will’,” and he recited the verse:

SRS NIRRT
(All who are in the heavens and the earth will be
terrified, except such as it will please Allah (to
exempt).} (27:87)
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On his asking, the Prophet ¥ said, “The martyrs.
Only the living are terrorized and the martyrs are living
but they are with Allah. He gives them sustenance and has
protected them from the terror of this day because thatis a
punishment which only the evil get.”

Allah has mentioned the same things in the verse:
| P Y 2 v N il
3y (5 J0S

That every woman who suckles would forsake her baby
and who is pregnant would have miscarriage. (22:2)

They will endure this punishment for as long as Allah
wishes. This will go on for a very long time. Then Allah
will give the command for the (Second) trumpet that will
cause swooning to be blown. Israfil ;xi. will carry on the
order and all creatures everywhere will swoon excepting
those Allah spares. The angel of death will come and say,
“0 Allah all are dead.” Allah knows that but will ask,
“Who remains?” He will submit, “You are here, for, you
never die. The angels who support the throne are alive as
are Jibril ;saks, Mika'il ot and myself.” Allah will say,
“libril and Mika’il must die!” At that, the throne will call
out “O Lord, will Jibril s and Mika'il s also die?”
Allah will scold it, “Do not speak! Everyone under the
throne must die.” The angel of death will submit, “O Lord,
Jibril st ate and Mika'il jnai are dead.” Allah will ask,
“Who remains now?” He will say, “You are here. You
never die. The bearers of the throne and I remain.” Allah
will say, “The bearers of the throne must die too,” and
they will die. Allah will ask, “Now, who survives Izra'il
will say, “You are never to die.. And [ remain.” Allah will
command the throne to take the trumpet from Israfil e
and say to Israfil ,»uie, “You are My creature and you too
must die.” He will die that very moment. No one will
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remain besides Allah, the One, the Independent, Who
begets not nor was begotten.

The heavens and the earth will be rolled up, as a register
is done. Three times they will be unrolled and rolled up.
Then Allah will say, “I am Al-Jabbar, I am Al-Jabbar, I am al-
Jabbar!” Then He will call three times, “Whose is the
kingdom today?” there is no one to answer, so He will
declare, “It belongs to Allah, the One, the All-Powerful.”

Then Allah will create another set of earth and heaven
and spread them out far and wide. There will be no defect
in that. Then a very loud voice of Allah will be directed to
the creatures and the fresh earth will become as before. All
will be on land who were under it or over it.

Allah will then send water from under the throne and
command the heaven to pour water. It will rain for forty
days. It will be collected on them up to twelve cubits high.
Allah will command the bodies to appear and they will
come out of the earth as plants and greenery emerge. When
the bodies are restored, the first to come to life will be the
angels who bear the throne. Allah will command Israfil .
o to take back the trumpet. Then Allah will command
Jibril jxnuie and Mika'il jaesak to come back to life.

Next, the souls shall be summoned. The souls of the
Muslims will be bright like nur (light) and of the infidels
will be black. They will all be put into the trumpet. Israfil
ot ol Will be given the command to blow the breath of
resurrection. He will do it and the souls will jump out as
though honey bees. Heaven and earth will be filled with
them. Allah will command them to enter their respective
bodies. All the souls of the earthlings will go in by the
nostrils to the bodies, . . . Then the earth will begin to
spread out and people will get up and begin to go towards
their Lord. And, the Prophet %% added next: My grave
will open before everyone elses. As everyone goes towards
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Allah, the disbelievers will lament, ‘This day is very
severe.” People will be naked ahd uncircumcised. All will
stand at one place, this will continue in this manner for
seventy years. Allah will neither look at them nor decide
their cases. People will cry and sob. Their tears will dry up
and blood will flow from their eyes and they will be
covered with their sweat up to their chins. They will say
that someone should intercede for them that He might
give the judgement They will think of Prophet Aadam ..
i to speak for them. So, they will meet him and request
him to intercede for them. But. he will refuse to do that,
saying, “It is not fitting for me.” The people will then
approach the Prophets ;.44 One by one, but each of them
will excuse himself.

Then they will come to the Prophet £%% He will go and
prostrate himself before Allah, at Fahs (). Abu Hurayrah
wdl = asked him, “O Messenger of Allah, what is fahs?” He
said that it is an even ground opposite to the throne. Allah
will send an angel to him and he will raise him up by his
arm, and Allah will ask, “What do you wish to say?” He
will submit, “O Allah, you had assured me the right of
intercession. Give it to me and begin the judgement of the
people.” Allah will permit him to intercede and assure him
that He would commence the judgement. |

The Prophet ¥%% would resume his place among the
people. Suddenly a frightening sound from the heaven
will instill more fear in the people, and angels will come
down from there, twice the number of the gathering on the
ground. Their light will brighten the earth and they will
form in to rows. People will ask them if Allah was among
them and they will say, “No, He is about to arrive.” More
angels will desend their number will be twice as many as
these already on earth. Their light will brighten the earth
intensely. They will stand in proper order. On being asked,
~ they too will say that Allah is about to arrive. A third batch
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of angels will arrive, twice in number over the previous
arrivals. |

After that Allah, the Exalted, will arrive on His thione
carried by eight angels a cloud covering the throne, though
at this time four angels carry His throne. Their feet rest on
the bottom of the last, lowest earth and {this) earth and sky
are at their mid-body. The throne rests on their shoulders.
They will be making tasbih and tahmid (glorification and
praise of Allah). They will be reciting.
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(Allah is without blemish, owner of the throne and
power. Without blemish is the owner of the dominion
and the angels. Without blemish 1s He, the living

Who never dies. Without blenush is He Whose
creatures die but He does not die.

He is Glorified, Sacred, Sacred, Sacred.

Without blemish is our Lord the Exalted Whose
creatures die but He never dies.

Allah will sit on His chair and a voice will be heard: “O
company of jinns and mankind! Ever since I created you, I
have said nothing but heard you and observed your deeds.
Now, you keep quiet. The records of your deeds will be read
out to you. If they turn out to be good, then express gratitude
to Allah. If they are wicked, then blame yourselves.”

Then Allah will command hell and it will bring out a
form brilliant black- as black as it can be. Allah will ask, “O
children of Aadam! Had I not commanded you not to
worship the devil? ‘He is an open enemy to you. Worship
Me. That is the straight path...” Had you no sense. Here, this
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is hell which you were promised but you had been denying.
So, O you guilty ones, keep apart from the pious people.”

He will separate the different ummahs. Allah says to
His Prophet 841 |
*a3s 51 s
[And you shall see every ummalt kneeling down. .. f (45:28)

Each will have 1ts record of deeds. They will all bear
the consequences of their deeds.

Allah will begin to judge all His creatures, but not the
jinns and mankind

Even a horned sheep will have to recompense for its
excess on another sheep.

When all the animals have gone through reckoning,
Allah will say to them, “Become dust!” The infidels will
wish, “Would that we were dust and safe from
chastisement!”

Then judgement will commerce between people. The
first cases to be presented will concern murder and
bloodshed. All those who were killed by the warriors in
Allah’s path will be brought. At Allah’s command, the
killer will raise the head of the killed and the head will
plead, “O Allah ask him why he had killed me.” Allah will
ask him (though He knows best). The ghazi (warrior) will
submit, “O Allah, for Your sake!” Allah will say, “You
speak the truth” and the ghazi's face will shine as the sun
shines. The angels will take him to paradise.

Other murdered people will come with their intestines
on their head. Allah will ask their murderers why they had
killed and they will confess, “To gain fame.” They will be
told, “You are perished!” In this way all the murder cases
will be solved and justice will be dispensed and every
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wrong-doer will be made to suffer for his wrong-domg
Allah will punish whichever oppressor He decides to
punish, but show mercy to whomsoever He wishes.

All kinds of wrong-doers will go through reckoning,
even those who dilute milk with water before selling it as
pure milk. The buyer will get the seller’s pieties.

Afterwards, a crier will call and all will hear him,
“Every section should assemble with its god.” Every idol
worshipper will find his idol disgraced before him.

An angel will come in the appearance of Uzayr s
and another as Eesa ibn Maryam ,a.w The jews will
surround (the supposed) Uzayr .x.si and the Christians
(the supposed) Eesa .t «is. They will take their people
towards hell. If they were their Gods then they would
never have taken them to hell.

All of them will abide in hell. Then only the believers
will remain. Among them will be the hypocites. Allah will
turn to them in whatever from He likes to come. He will
declare, “All people have gone to their derties. You, too,
must meet those whom you used to worship.” They will
say, “By Allah, You are our God, We did not beleve 1n
anyone other than you.” Allah will move away from them
and re-appear 1in His real form. He will say, "Like other,
you too go to your gods.” They will re-affirm, “By Allah,
we have no God besides You. We did not worship anyone
other than You.” Then, He will uncover His shank and
they will realize that He, indeed is Allah. All of them will
drop their heads in prostration before Him, but the
hypocrites will fall on their backs and they will not be able
to prostrate, for, their backs will be stiff like the backs of
the cows. Allah will command that they should be
removed and they will face the sirat (or the bridge over
hell). Its passage will be sharper than the edge of a sword
or dagger. It will have hooks at short ponts and very
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slippery corners. Another bridge, narrower and slippery,
will be under it. The pious people will pass over it in the
twinkling of an eye or like a spark of lightning of a fast
breeze or a swift horse... Some will be safe and get over it
without harm. Some will get minor wounds or major cuts
on their bodies and fall into hell.

When the deserving will be sent to paradise, they will
wonder who will intetcede for them. They will go to
Aadam ,»uwe and request him to intercede for them but he
will recall his sin and say, “I am not worthy of it. Go to
Nuh .. who was the first Messenger of Allah.” But,
when they come to him, he, too, will recall his lapse and

regret his inability. He will advise them to go to Ibrahim ..
s whom Allah called His Khalil (friend).

However, Ibrahim ,ns . will also remember his
mistakes and suggest that they should go to Musa ,x. ..
with whom Allah had conversed, and revealed the Torah to
him. They will come to him but he will point out to a
murder he had committed and concede that he was not
worthy of interceding with Allah for them. They should go
to Rooh Allah and His kalimah (spirit and word
respectively). But, Eesa ;w14 will say the same thing, and
express his inability. He will say, “Go to Muhammad £&ix.”

The Prophet £%% said, “They will come to me. Allah
has given me right to make three intercessions. I will go
towards paradise and hold the latch of its gate and ask for
it to be opened. It will be opened for me and I shall be
welcomed. I shall go in and see Allah, the Glorious, the
Mighty, and fall down in prostration. He will permit me to
praise and extol Him in words that He has taught none
before me He will say, “O Muhammad, raise your head.
Make an intercession. You will be heard and your prayer
will be granted! I shall raise my head and plead for the
deserving of paradise to be allowed into it. He will give
permission. By Allah, you will recognize your homes and
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spouses in paradise more quickly than you do in the
world. Every man will be given seventy-two wives, two of
the human species and seventy houris. The two will be
superior to the seventy because they had worshipped
Allah in the world very much. He will go to the first of the
two in a room bedecked with rubies, stretched on a bed of
gold adorned with pearls, having seventy layers of silk
brocade. He will put his hand on her shoulders and see its
image beyond her chest and beyond her clothes, body and
flesh, on the other side. Her body will be so much clear
that the flesh of her shin will be visible as though one sees
the string of beads of pearl Her heart will be like a mirror
for him and his heart for her. Neither of them will tire of
the other. He will always find her to be a virgin...

He will hear a voice say, We know that neither of you
will be weary of the other, but you also have other wives.’

So, He will visit each of them, one by one. Whoever he
visits will say to him, By Allah, there is nor 2 in paradise more
handsome than you. And no one is dearer to me than you.’

When the denizens of hell will be brought to hell, fire
will cover some people’s feet, some will find 1t up to their
mid-shank. The fire will be up to the knees of some people,
and someone’s back, and someone's whole body excepting
the face because the fire is forbidden to touch the face.”

Then Allah s Messenger %%t went on to say, “I shall
plead to Allah, ‘O Allah, do accept my intercession for
those of my ummah who are liable to go to hell.” He will
say, ‘Get them out of hell whom you know.” So, none of
them will remam i hell.

Then Allah will permit a general intercession. 50 no
Prophet or martyr will remamn without making an
intercession. Allah will say, ‘Take out of hell those in
whom you find faith equal to the weight of a dinar. Then,
He will allow those with faith equal to two-thirds of a
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dinar's weight to be brought out. After that those with
faith equal to one-third of a dinar’s weight, then one-
fourth of a dinar’s weight and then a girat's weight, After
that He will allow release from hell of those who had faith
equal to a grain of mustard seed mn weight. In this way, all
will be removed from hell.

After that, even those who had done some good deed
for Allah’s sake will be taken out of hell. Then, none (who
is worthy in even a little way) will remain n hell. In fact,
on seeing the general amnesty of Allah, even Iblis-the
devil- will entertain hope of receiving someone’s
intercession for him.

When all this 1s over, Allah will say, ‘Now only I
remain and I am the most Mercaiful of those who show
mercy.” He will put His hand m hell and bring out an
uncountable number from it (whose number only He
knows). They would have burnt to charcoal. They will be
immersed in a river of paradise called River Hayawan
(river of life). They will become fresh and beautifully green
like plants at the bank of a stream. They will look green in
the sun and yellow in the shade. They will grow as seed
grows when rain water wurigates the land. On their
foreheads will be inscribed

3 5o i L 3t el

(Those of hell whom the Compassionate, Mighty and
Glorious, set free)

The People of paradise will recogrize them by this
inscription and know that they had not done any good in the
world for Allah’s pleasure, yet they will abide 1n paradise

For some period of time, they will continue to
remembered 1n paradise by this nomenclature. Then they
will pray to Allah, ‘O Lord, erase this inscription” So 1t will
be removed.”
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(This hadith is found in Before and After the Last Hour
of Ibn Kathir with some minor changes here and there and
some additions or duductions.®) It 1s known as hadith sur
(hadith of the trumpet).
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(88). Surely Allah 1s He Who causes the seed grain
and the date stone to split and sprout. He causes the
lving to 1ssue from the dead. And He 1s the One to
cause the dead to issue from the living. That is Allah,
then how are you deluded away from the truth?

He is Who cleaves the daybreak (from the dark). He
makes the night for rest and tranquulity And the sun
and moon for reckoning (of time). Such is the
Jjudgement and ordering of (Hzm,) the Exalted in
power, the Ommscient.

He 1s the One Who makes the stars (as becons) for
you, that you may guide yourselves. With their help,
through the dark spaces of land and sea. We detail
Our signs for people who know. (6 95-97)

Explanation- Allah says that He causes the seed sowed in
the earth to split the ground and grow plants and greenery

® Bayhaqi in Ba’th ua anaushur, #669, Musnad Abu Ya la, Tabaran mn
Matulat #36, and Tabart in Tafsir 15-26025, 12-132 133 Before & After
the Last Hour pp199-208, Darul Isha’at, Karachi
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and vegetables. They are of different colours and shapes,
and have different tastes.

It is said that He creates living things from an
inanimate object They are plants. He also creates from
living things lifeless things, like seeds and stones, for they
grow in living plants.

The earth tor, is dry and dead but Allah sends water on
it and gives it life He grows from it wheat and grain.

The example of the lifeless egg is given from which a
living hen is born, or, the example is given of a living hen
from which a lifeless egg is had.

Some people cite the example of a sinner from whom a
pious child is born and from a righteous parents a sinning
child, because piety and righteousness represent the living
while the evil is like the dead.

Many other examples can be given. The Doer in all
these cases is Allah, the One Who has no partner.

Then where do you wander? You turn your face from
the truth. You worship others than Allah. He creates light
and darkness. Allah is Powerful over different and
divergent things that He can create. He says that He brings
night from day and does vice versa too. He made the night
dark and a time of rest.

He says, for instance, ‘By the night that conceals (the light)’
(92:1). ‘By the dawn as it shines forth...” (74:34) and so on.

The wife of Suhayb Roomi « & -, complained of his
engagement in worship all night, saying that Allah has
made night a time for peace for everyone but not for
suhayb, when he thinks of paradise, he does not sleep all
night but occupies himself in worship of Allah. And when
he thinks of hell, his sleep deserts him.
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This hadith 1s transmitted by Ibn Abu Hatim i «n,, He
adds that the sun and the moon follow their course and time.
There is not a shght change mn their orbit and speed. Their
stages are determined both in winter and summer. On this
basis, day and nught have a longer or shorter duration.

Allah says that He made the sun brighter and the
moon cooler light and fixed their stages.

He says that neither the sun nor the moon oversteps
~ the other. The sun is not seen at night. So, too, the night
and day do not overstep one another. Every star orbits on
~ a determined course. They are all subservient to Allah.
This is the decree of the Exalted, in mught, the All-
Knowing.” (36:38) No one can deviate from it and nothing
“is outside His knowledge.

Wherever Allah speaks of the creation of night and day
and of sun and moon, He concludes the saying with the
words iy, (Exalted in might and the All-Knowing).

This is as He said here and elsewhere too when He
says: We bring forth the day from the night .. This is as
“decreed by Allah Mighty and All-Knowing.

In the beginning of surah Haa Meem sajdah (Fursilat)
also, He says:
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(Then He ordmned them as seven lheavens in two

days... that 1s the decree of the Mighty, the
knower. }(41:12)

The next verse speaks of the stars that Allah has
created for you in the darkness on land or sea, you may set
your direction by them. Allah says that the stars are

(i) Anadornement of the heavens.
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(ii) The devils are stoned with them, and
(iii) One corrects one’s bearings by them.

Some of the predecessors said that only these three
things are behind the creation of the stars. There is no
other purpose for creating them. If anyone makes up
something else, then he 1s wrong. He adds to Allah’s verse
(his own ideas).

The verse concludes with the words that these signs
are elaborate, so that people may understand and know
the truth and refrain from falsehood.
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(89). He is (Allali) Who has produced you from a
single person: Here 1s a place of sojourn and a place of
departure. We  detail Our signs for people who
understand.

He is (Allal) Who sends down rain from the skies
With it we produce vegetation of all kinds, from some
we produce green (crops) out of which We produce
grain heaped up (at harvest). Out of the date palm
and its sheaths (or spathes) (come) clusters of dates
hanging low and near. And (then there are) gardens
of grapes and olives and pomegranates each sinular
(in kind) yet different (in variety). When they begin
to bear fruit feast your eyes wnth the fruit and the
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repeness thereof. Behold! mn these things there are
signs for people who believe. (6:98-99)

Explanation: Allah created mankind from one soul from
Prophet Aadam ,n.sa. He says:
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{O mankind! Fear your Lord, Wiho created you from
a single person and from lum He created his mate,
and front the twain He spread abroad many men and
women } (4:1)

Ibn Mas ud s -, Ibn Abbas «.& -, and others say that
(mustaqar) ... (translated, sojourn) is the mother’s womb.
And (Mustawda) ;... (translated, departure is the father’s
loins (or back). Some people say that the former is the
worldly lodging place and the latter 1s the hereafter after
death.

Sa’eed ibn Jubayr & .., said that the words mean
sojourn in the world and departure after death.

Hasan Bursi & «., said that the ceasing of deeds on

death is (mustaqar) ... while (mustawda) cip. is the
abode of the hereafter.

However, the first opinion is correct.
Allah elaborates His words for those who understand.

The next verse says that Allah sends down water that
is blessed. It makes available sustenance for the creatures,
It aids them.

Water gives life to everything. The produce then grows
also seeds and fruit. There are such stones and seeds that
are joined together. They are bunches on twigs. They are
close together, of the date fruit.
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Ibn Abbas «a -, said that they are small trees and dates
whose bunches touch the ground. He also said ‘vine that we
grow on land.’ He named dates and vine because these two
are the prime fruit of the Hijaz, and best fruit in the world.
Allah says that from the fruit of the date-palm and the vine
you get out wholesome drink and food. (16:67)

And: ‘We grow for you gardens of date-palms and
vines... (23:19) and ‘orchards wnth date-palms and
mnes.. .(36 '34)

Here He mentions grapes, olives and pomegranates
that resemble in form but the shape of fruit, and taste vary.

Observe Allah’'s power how He brings them out of
nothing 1nto existence though before fruit was borne it was
firewood. Allah says:

{And in the earth are tracts (diverse though)
neighbouring, and gardens of vines and fields sown
with corn, - and groves of date-palm, clustered and
single, watered with one water, yet some We make to
excel others in taste.} (13:4)

In these things are signs of Allah’s perfect power and
wisdom. Only the believers understand and are convinced
of the truth of Allah and His Messenger $44.
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(90). Yet they make the jinns equals with Allah,
though Allal did create the jinns and they falsely,
having no knowledge, attribute to Him sons and
daughters. Praise and glory be to Him! (for He
is)above what they attribute to Him! (6:100)

b

»

Explanation: The polytheists are censured for associating
with Allah and for worshipping the devil. This means that
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they worshipped the idols on being incited by the devil
and in obedience to him. It is as Allah says that they leave
Allah to worship women (calling angels as His daughters
and worshipping the female angels). It is merely worship
of the rebellion devil. He had boasted before Allah that he
would draw many of His creatures to himself and mislead
then giving them high hopes and that he would command
them and they would obey him and cut off the ears or their
cattle... and alter the form that Allah has given them.

He who leaves Allah to make the devil his chief in
indeed, in a great loss.

The devil promises great things to the idolaters and
polytheists. All his promises are false. Allah asks, “Will
you make friends with the devil and his progeny though
you must hold fast to Me?”

Prophet Ibrahim ,n.sus had asked his father whether he
would worship the devil though he is disobedient to Ar-
Rahman (the Compassionate).

Allah also says to the children of Aadam st that He
had warned them that the devil was their enemy. They
should worship Allah alone, for, that is the straight path.

On the day of resurrection, the angels will declare,
“You are our Lord. The poly theists called us Your
daughters but we have no concern with them, for, they
worship the devil.

The idolaters worship the devils who too are Allah’s
creation. How do they worship His creatures?

It is as Prophet Ibrahim ...t had asked, “Will you
worship what Allah has created? You have carved them
with your hands and you and your handiwork are all
created by Allah. Hence, you must worship only Allah, the
only God Who has no partner.
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The next words are that, without possessing
knowledge, they ascribed daughters and sons to Allah.

The misled are warned, for their wrong perceptions of
Allah'’s attributes. It is as the Jews called Uzayr ;aa the
son of Allah though he is only a Prophet. And the
Christians called Eesa ,x, the son of Allah.

The Arab idolaters called the angels daughters of
Allah. Allah is free of such things. He had created them
without help of anyone else. They are unaware of facts and
speak without knowledge. They are ignorant of Allah’s
greatness.

Allah is without blemush. He has no wife, son or daughter.
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(91). The Originator of the heavens and the earth.
How can He have a son when He has no consort? He

created all things. And He has full knowledge of all
things. (6:101)

Explanation: Allah had no model of the heavens and earth
before He created them. He is the Originator. The Arabic
word is . (badi) and bid'ah is a derivative. Bid'ah or
innovation is so called because there is no example of it in
the past. People invent a thing on their own and regard it
as something rewarding,.

How can Allah have a son? He has no mate. And, a son
is born to two resembling things but Allah has no one
resembling Him. It is as the allegation that Ar-Rahman has
taken a son. It is a lie. Rather, He has created everything.
How can His creation be His wife? He has no peer. How
can He have a son as an equal to Him? He is Pure and
Independent of that.
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(92). Such is Allah, your Lord! There is no God but
He, the creator of all things. Then you worship Him
and He has power to dispose of all affairs. |

No vision can grasp Him. But His grasp is over all
vision, He is above all comprehension. Yet is
acquainted with all things. (6:102-103)

Explanation: He is your Lord Who has created everything.
There is no other God. Worship Him alone and declare His
Oneness. He has no son, no parents, no wife and no equal.
He is the Protector and Guardian of everything. He is the
Arranger of all things. He alone gives sustenance.

He has created night and day. Sight cannot find Him.
Even if eyes may see Him in the hereafter but, they will
not be able to see Him in this world. This is established by
the ahadith of the Prophet %% that have come to us.
Sayyidah Ayshah .. & .., said, “If anyone says that the
Prophet %% had seen Allah, then he lies.” Then she recited
this verse under discussion. However, Ibn Abbas w4 s,
reported contrary to this. He holds that vision of Allah is
possible, but he has also said that the Prophet ¥8% saw
Allah with the eye of his heart.

Ibn Uyaynah 4 .., said that eyes will not see Him in
this world. Others say that eyes cannot see Him to
contentment. This specifies that believers will see Him in
the hereafter because Allah says that the faces of the
believers will be bright while they have their eyes raised
towards Allah. He says of the disbelievers that they would
view of their Lord. This means that the believers will not
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be prevented from seeing their Lord in the hereafter, in
paradise. May Allah enable us to do so, aameen!

As for the comprehension that is declared here as not
possible, there are many opinions about it.

A true awareness and a knower of reality can be Allah
alone. Even though a believer may gain the vision yet fact
is different. All do see the moon but no one attains access
to its reality. Allah is without peer.

Ibn Aliyah ..., said that not being able to see Allah is
limited to this world, meaning that no one can see Allah
with his eyes in this world.

Ibn Abbas w4, said that no one’s eyes can encompass
Allah in this world.

Tkrimah ..., was asked about this verse 556y, he said
that it is like being able to see the whole sky in one sight.
Allah’s Being is above that for visions to see Him (at once).

Allah says that the faces of the believers will be bright
and they will see their Lord but because of His Might,
sights will not encompass Him.

According to a hadith, if all jinns, human beings, devils
and the angels from the time they were created are made
to stand in a row, even then they will not be able to

encompass Allah.,

Ibn Abbas «ii <, said that the Prophet £%% had seen Allah,
the Exalted. Wheri he was told of this verse jufiisdy (vision
cannot groop Him), he said, “He too is a light of Allah.”

However, this verse means that if Allah shows Himself
with His perfect light, then eyes cannot see Him. Some
people say that nothing can stand before Him.

Allah neither sleeps nor sleep can be imagined for
Him. He has put up the balance (for reckoning). The deeds
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of the day (of the people) are presented to Him before
~ night and of the night before the day.

His veil is light or the fire. Were He to rise, His light
would burn down all the warld. The earlier Books have
that Allah said to Prophet Musa s, “O Musa, no living
- creature can survive after observing My light. And a dry
thing will perish.” |

Allah said that when He cast His light on a mountain if
tumbled and broke to pieces, and Prophet Musa . s
swooned. When he regained consciousness, he said:
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(You are without blemish. I repent to You and I am
the first of those who believe.

The vision on the day of resurrection is not denied.
Allah will show Himself to the believers. It will be
according to His will how much of His light He casts. Eyes
cannot see Him completely. This is why Sayyidah Aysha
\e dd 4, confirms that His vision will be possible in the next
world. But is not possible in this world.

If one cannot comprehend His vision then how can a
mortal or an angel expect to see Him?

However, He can grasp all things. The reason for that is
that He has Himself created people’s sight. How will He not
know what He has created? He is Subtle, All-Knowing.

Sometimes ,.¥ (sights) means ;. (those who see) to
imply that they cannot see Him.

He is Al-Latif (subtle) Who is keen sighted and is
Aware of the source of everything. It is as Lugman s
advised his son:

rUtg LRI I



Scattered Pearls vol.9 ' 356

{O my son, if there be (But) the weight of a mustard-
seed and it were (hidden) in a rock. ...}(31:16)

It means that if a very minute pious action or
wickedness is concealed in a rock or heaven or earth, Allah
will bring it out.

Allah sees very minute things and is All-knowing

2,
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(93). Now have come to you, from your Lord, proofs
(to open your eyes): If any will see, it will be for (the
good of) his own soul; if any will be blind, it will be to
his own (harm). 1 am not (here) to watch over your
doings. (6:104)

Explanation: The proofs are found in the Qur'an and
presented by the Prophet £8%. So, if anyone heeds them, he
does it for himself. It is as the saying, “Whoever follows
guidance, does it for himself but whose goes astray, harms
himself. If anyone fails to see, he hurts himself.”

It is as the words:

{Truly it is not their eyes that are blind, but their
hearts that are in their chests.} (22:46)

The Prophet £8% is not a guardian or supervisor over

~ the people. He is only a Messenger. Only Allah guides

whom He wills and He lets go astray whoso He wishes.
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(94). He s (Allah) Who produces gardens with
trettises and without, and dates, and tilth with
produce of all kinds, and olives and pomegranates,
similar (in kind) and different (in variety). Eat of their
fruit in their season. But render the dues that are
proper on the day after the harvest is gathered. But
waste not by excess, for, Allah lovés not the wasters.

Of the cattle are some for burden and some for meat.
Eat what Allah has provided for you and follow not
the footsteps of the devil, for he is to you an avowed
enemy. (6:141-142)

Explanation: Allah is the Creator of everything. The
cultivated fields, fruits, cattle, etc. The polytheists are in
~charge of these things. They divide according to their
wrong ideas, declaring something as lawful and some
others as unlawful. These things are all created by Allah.
Even the gardens and fields of different kinds are Allah’s
creation. These may be clustered or bunches or those
grown on trees and mountains whether similar or varied.
When the produce is ready, you may eat thereof, but you
must pay the due payable to the poor. Some people take it
- to mean Zakah, payable on the day it is measured of
weighed. People never used to pay it but Shari’ah fixed it
at one-tenth of the produce. Whatever drops down from
clusters is also the right of the needy.

The Prophet ¥ said that if anyone’s dates are more
than ten wasqs then he must bring one bunch and hang it
in the mosque for the needy.

Hasan Busri &, said that this is a Sadaqah (Charity) of
seeds and fruit and a right of the poor additional of Zakah.
It is given at harvest time and if the needy arrive there on
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that day then they should be given something of it, the
least is a handful each. Both at the times of sowing and
harvest, even that which has dropped on the ground.

Ibn Jubayr « & s, said that this pertains to the time
before zakah was prescribed: a handful for a needy person
and fodder for an animal, and what had fallen and lay on
the ground was also for the poor. |

Allah has blamed those who do not give anything to
the poor at the time of harvest. Example of these people is
the owners of a garden as cited in surah al-Qalam:

{Surely We have tried them even as We tried the
owners of the garden, when they swore that they would
certainly pluck its fruit in the morning. And they made no
exception (by saying insha Allah). Then a visitation from
your Lord visited it while they were sleeping. So in the
morning it became like a plucked garden. They called out
to each other in the morning saying, “Go out early to your
tilth, if you would pluck!” They departed, speaking in low
voices, “No needy person shall enter it today against your
will.” ... But when they saw it, they said, “Surely we have
gone astray, Nay, rather we have been deprived!” The
most moderate of them said, “Did I not say to you, ‘Why
do you not glorify Him?” they said, “Glorified be our
Lord, surely we have been evildoers.” Then they
advanced... blaming each other. They said, “Woe to us!
We were inordinate- Perhaps our Lord will give us in
exchange one better than it- surely we are beseechers to
our Lord.”” Such is the chastisement.... The chastisement
of the hereafter is greater, if they but know!} (88:18-33)

Allah said that when it is ready, eat the fruit and at the
time of harvest give the poor their right and do not be
extravagant while eating, because overeating harms the
mind and senses and the body.
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According to a hadith in Bukhari: “You may eat, drink
and clothe yourself but not be extravagant in these things.
Do not make it an ego.”

The last verse is about cattle being for burden and
conveyance, or they meant the smaller beasts (by farsh ; ).

Ibn Abbas .« & -, said that s.. (hamulah- beasts of
‘burden) are the camel, horses, mule, donkeys and every
beast a burden. And farsh(,: ) are gosts, sheep, etc.

Abdur Rahman ibn Zayd said that hamulah are
~ animals used for conveyance while farsh are animals that
are slaughtered for their meat, and eaten, or their milk is
consumed. The goat is not a beast of burden. But its meat
- is eaten and wool is used. It is as Allah’s words:
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{Have they not seen that we have created for them,
among the things that we have fashioned, cattle that
they own? And we have subdued these to them, so

some of them they ride and some of them they eat.)
(36:71-72)

He also says elsewhere that there is much for you, in
these animals to ponder. We give you to drink milk
prepared from their blood. How pleasant for those who
drink pure milk! Their wool makes clothing for you and to
use as as blankets, and there are more uses for you. You
ride these animals, consume them and have myriad other
advantages from them.

Allah also says that these animals are created for you.
You ride them... And you use ships for travelling and
carrying burden.
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How many signs He recounts to you! Which of these
will you deny?
Next, He says in this verse being discussed, “Eat from

what He has provided you...” He created them for your
sustenance.

Do not follow the devil's path as the polytheists do.
They have forbidden themselves some of Allah's
provision. He is an open enemy and regard him as such.
He will lead you to hell.

O children of Aadam! Let him not put you in trial as
he did get your parents out of paradise and they lost
their garment covering them ...

Will you forsake Me and take the devil's progeny as
your friends?

There is a very harsh punishment for the wrong-doers.
(The verses on this subject are very many in the Qur’an)
Asswoﬁwﬁssﬁj‘ﬁlaﬁ;{m&ﬁ‘ 53
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(95). He is (Allah)Who has made you (His) agents,
inheritors of earth. He has raised you in ranks, some
above others that He may try you in the gifts He has

given you. For your Lord is quick in punishment, yet
He is indeed oft-Forgiving. Most Merciful.(6:165)

Explanation: (The translation in urdu is that: He... made
you vicegerents (caliphs) on earth...)

You succeeded each other and settled in the earth in
settlements.

Allah says elsewhere that He could have made the
angels succeed them instead of their children...
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He also said (to the angels) that He was to appoint a
caliph (vicegerent) on earth.

And, He said that He would perhaps eliminate their
enemy and put them in his place to see how they behaved.

He raised in rank some over others. These are in
measure of provision, manners, good things, surrounding,
features, shapes and colours. |

~ Allah says that He apportioned their living standards. ..
they are rich and poor, master and servant... He excels one
over another. But, the ranks in the hereafter are what
matters... these ranks are to try them: the rich to see how he
shows gratitude and the poor to see how he endures.

Abu Sa’eed khudri «.4,,+, narrated that the Prophet £&
said that the world is green. Allah has let you follow others
and enjoy it as their successors... O people, fear it and fear

- women. The first trial of Banu Israil was through women.
This life is fleeting and you will face punishment, but
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

At the same time as fear is instilled, Allah also gives
hope. He will punish those who disobey Him and oppose
His Messengers i, but He is friend and forgiving to
those who obey Him. Very often does Allah bring His two
attributes together: Al-Ghafar (The Forgiving) and Ar-
Rahim (The Merciful).

He says also that He is very Forgiving but His
retribution is very quick and strong. There are very many
verses combining hope or encouragement and fear. They
-invite to paradise and also warn of hell. May Allah make
us obedient of Him and keep us away from sin. Aameen!

Allah’s messenger 8% said that if a believer realizes
the severity of Allah’s punishment then none of them will
yearn for paradise but will content himself with being
preserved from hell. And if a disbeliever learnt for the
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wide mercy of Allah then he would not despair of paradise
even though he is not eligible for it.

Allah has divided mercy into one hundred portions of
which one He has disbursed among His creatures which is
why men and animals show mercy to each other. Allah has
retained the remaining ninety-nine portions with Himself.
This shows how vast His mercy is! The Prophet £%% said
that when Allah created everything, He inscribed in the
Preserved Tablet, “My mercy overwhelms My wrath.”

It is the one portion of mercy disbursed among His
creatures that makes the animals preserve their young.
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(96). Your Lord is Allal, Who created the heavens
and the earth in six days. Then He established
Himself on the throne. He draws the night as a veil
over the day, each seeking the other in rapid
succession. He created the sun, the moon and the
stars (all) governed by laws under His command. Is
it not His to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah,
the cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds! (7:54)

Explanation: Allah is the Creator of the heavens and the
earth. The Qur'an often mentions that He created the
heavens and earth in six days, beginning on Sunday and
up to Friday when all creation was assembled. Aadam ..
.4 was also created on Friday. There is a difference of
opinion on whether the days were like our days or days
extending to one thousand years by our reckoning. As for
Saturday, nothing was created on Saturday. This seventh
day is called yawm us-sabt. Sabt means ‘to cut off’.
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Abu Hurayrah .4 s, narrated that Allah's Messenger
£2% took him by the hand and said, “Allah created the
earth on Saturday, the mountains on Sunday, the trees on
Monday, evils and reprehensible things on Tuesday, light
on Wednesday, all animals and living things on Thursday
and Aadam ,s. .. on Friday after asr at the last hour
before maghrib.”

This hadith says that something was done on all seven
days while Allah mentions only six days after which He
established Himself on the throne. Different explanations
have been offered. We go by the explanation of our

S predecessors, Maalik, Awzai, Thawri, Layth ibn sa'd,

Shafi'i, Ahmed, Ishaq ibn Rahu Weesy, €tC and imams of the
Muslims, past and present. Their contention is that we
must believe it without demur and doubt and without
imagining such attributes of Allah as are not compatible
with Him. We must accept whatever Allah says because
He does not resemble anything. He is All-Hearing and All-
Seeing. The scholars say, among them Na’eem ibn
Hammad Khiza'i, the teacher of Bukhari, “If anyone
compares Allah to the creatures then he perpetrates
disbelief. If anyone rejects the atiributes that Allah has
described Himself with, then He disbelieves.”

To describe Allah with such qualities as He and His
Messenger have not described Allah with is to create doubt.

If anyone ascribes to Allah, such attributes that are
explicitly found in the verses of the Qur'an and sahih ahadith
such as establish Allah’s majesty and His being Pure of all
shortcomings, then He has a true and sound belief.

The next words of the verse say that Allah covers the
night’s darkness with the light of day and day’s light with
the darkness of night. He says:
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[And a sign for them is the night. We draw forth
therefrom the day, then behold, they are in
darkness...} (36:37)

The sun moves to its determined (course), This 15 the
decree of the Mighty, the Wise:

Allah has ordained the phases of the moon till it
returns like an old withered palm-stalk.

The sun cannot overtake the moon. So, too, the night
cannot outstrip the day. Each follows its orbit.

This is why He said in the verses under discussion that
each seeks the other quickly. All are subject to His
command. He alone is the Creator and the Master.

Allah’s Messenger £&% said, “If anyone does a good
deed and does not thank Allah but praises himself, then he
does an act of disbelief, and his deed will be ignored. If
.anyone imagines that Allah has given him some of His
powers then he too has disbelieved, because only Allah
creates and governs. He is blessed, The cherisher and The
Sustainer of the worlds.
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(97). He is (Allah) Who sends the winds like heralds
of glad tidings, going before His mercy. When they
have carried the heavy-laden clouds, We drive them
to a land that is dead, make rain to descend thereon,
and produce every kind of harvest therewith. Thus
shall we raise up the dead. Perchance you may
remember.(7:57)

Explanation: Allah says that only He gives sustenance. He
will resurrect the dead on the day of resurrection. He
sends the winds to spread the water-laden clouds. The
winds give tidings of rain of which the word ., (His
mercy) is used. He sends clouds when people lose hope
and they pour down mercy. The signs of His mercy give
life to the dead earth. In this way, He will revive the dead.

The winds carry heavy clouds, heavy because of their
water. They are nearer to the earth.

In this way, He pours much water on dead, dry land.
Thereby, He brings out every kind of fruit from it and in this
way He will give life to decayed bodies that are dust, on the
day of resurrection. Allah will send down rain from heaven
for forty days and human bodies will spring out from their
graves just as seed splits the earth to produce plant.

There are many verses in the Qur’an of this topic. Allah
mentions the Last Day that you may remember and take
lesson.
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(98). Do they see nothing in the government of the
heavens and the earth and all that Allah has created?
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(Do they not see) that it may well be that their term
is nigh drawing to an end? In what message after
this will they then believe? (7:185)

Explanation: “Do those who belie Allah’s signs not
observe that we have power over the heavens and the
earth and whatever they contain.” All this belongs to Him
Who has no equal. Only He is worthy of being
worshipped. They must obey His Messenger £4¢ and they
should discard the idols and fear death which is near. If
they die as disbelievers then a painful punishment is their
lot. If they will not testify to the truth of the revelation and
the Qur'an that has come to (Prophet) Muhammad £t
then what will they tastify?

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah . & o, narrated that the
Prophet £ said, “On the night of the ascension to the
heavens when I was at the sixth heaven I looked up and saw
thunder and lightning. 1 passed by a people whose bellies
protruded like large pots. Snakes could be seen inside, When
I asked Jibril ;sa about them, he said that they were those
who devoured interest income. When I came down to the
first heaven, I saw below me fog and smoke and heard a lot
of noise. Jibril 4 told me that they were the devils who
obstruct the sight of the human beings so that they may not
see the lowest heaven. If they had not obstructed, man would
have seen strange things inside.”
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(99). He is (Allah) Who created you from a single
person, and made his mate of like nature, in order
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that he might dwell with her (in love). When they are
united, she bears a light burden and carries if about
(unnoticed). When she grows heavy, they both pray
to Allah their Lord (saying), “If you gtve us a goodly
child, we vow we shall ever be grateful.”

But when He gives them a goodly child, they ascribe
to others a share in the gift they have received. But
Allah is exalted high above the partners they ascribe
to Him. (7:189-190)

Explanation: All the people are created from (Prophet)
Aadam ,».u o His wife was created from him. Their
descendents spread from the two of them. Allah says
elsewhere that He created the people from one man and one
woman and increased them till they were families and clans,
They must therefore, give each other's rights. The noblest
among them is he who is most righteous of all of them.

~ “To dwell with her’ means to love one another. Allah
put love in their hearts and mercy for one another. The
love and mercy between two souls cannot exceed the
mutual love and affection of the spouses. This is why Allah
says that the sorcerers often try to create discord between
husband and wife. (2:102)

When the husband has a close relationship with his
wife, initially she feels a light burden in her womb. Ibn
Jarir 4 .., said that she can move about easily. Ibn Abbas
“ & . said that the initial time is when she herself is
uncertain whether she is pregnant or not.

After that, when the women becomes certain of her
Pregnancy, both father and mother beseech Allah for His
favour by giving a good child. Ibn Abbas we &l 15, said that
they are scared lest their child be deformed.

Hasan Busri 4., said that they wish for a son.



Scattered Pearls vol.2 ' 368

When Allah answers their prayer and gives them a
good child, they ascribe it to an idol. But, Allah is
Independent of associates.

The exegetes present here many ahadith and aathar.
We shall narrate them, comment on them and, insha Allah,
derive a conclusion. We trust in Allah.

Abdul Harith: According to a narration when
(Sayyidah) Hawwa .yl was pregnant. Iblis came to her
because previously none of her children survived. He
advised her to name her new born Abdul Harith and he
would survive. She named her as advised and he
Gurvived. This was the devil's inspiration and his own
name was Harith. However, Ibn Jarir & .., said that this
incident does not concern Prophet Aadam (e but is a
tradiion of some other religion. It is also said that it
concern some polytheists who do such things. Or, it is
what the Jews and Chirtians do.

Ibn Abbas s & 4, narrated that the children of mother
Hawwa ,iis, She devoted them to Allah’s worship and
she gave them names like Abdullah, Ubaydullah, and so
on. But, the children did not survive. Then Iblis came to
Aadam s and Hawwa . He told them that if they
gave their children some other name they would survive.
So they gave their next son the name Abdul Harith. It is
about it that Allah revealed this verse because they had
been duped by the devil into giving the child the name
Abdul Harith though they had been praying to Allah for a
normal and good child. Previously, they had lost two
children. So Allah says that when He accepted their prayer
and gave them a healthy child, they named him Abdul
Harith and associated with Allah.

These verses speak of this thing.

. According to another hadith, when their first child was
conceived, the devil met them and warned them that just
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* as he had brought them out of paradise, he would deform
their child with horns and make it pierce its mother’s
womb and come out like an animal it they did not obey
him. They did not pay heed to him, but as Allah willed,
their child did not survive. |

Again, their second child also died. And, Iblis
continued to tempt them, this time as a well-wisher. Therr

love for a child overtook their emotions. They gave it the
name Abdul Harith.

- This is why Allah says in these verses that they
ascribed partners to Him. . .

gl 74 aives

. The students of Ibn Abbas « .. continued to narrate
this hadith from him, among them Sa’eed ibn Jubayr,
Mujahid, Ikrimah, Qatadah and Sudi (4isns).

Clearly, this tradition is borrowed from the peoples of
the Book. However, we emulate Hasan «, that these
verses speak about the polytheism of the associators
concerning their children. It does not, at all, relate to our
father Aadam ,».i .. and our mother Hawwa it and
Allah says that He is for above such association of
partners.
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- (100). Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the
heavens and the earth in six days. Then He
established Himself on the throne regulating and

governing all things. No intercessor (can plead with
Him) except after His leave. This is Allah your Lord.
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Him. therefore  scrve Wil you not  recerve
admonition’ (103

Explanation: Allah created the heavens and earth in six
days. Thes: dav- were as we know them, but it is also said
tha! cach da - was of the duration of our one thousand
vears as we will sce later Then He turned to the throne

The throne ‘s the greatest of all creation It 1s made of
red rubies Or1 the throne is also a nur(or, light) of Allah

Allah governs and runs the entire creation. Not even a
tiny bit of 1t escapes His sight If He turns somewhere He
does not muss any othei place and nothing can remain
unseen by H m No mmportant work may keep Him away
from 1 ttle things He 1s the Sustamner of every httle hving
being and nothing stirs or drops without His knowing 1t,
not even in the darknesses of the earth, on dry land or
moist places Everything is recorded in the Preserved
Tablet of the Book of knowledge.

When this verse (10:3) was revealed, the Mushms
observed a large caravan coming towards them The
- people asked them who they were and they said, “We are
jinn<. We have come out of the city because of this verse.”

As for the words about no intercessor pleading any
case, they are like |

? -

] ,: \‘ T'f o:”o ::’
ﬁ;\.,a J_\_UMMG.,’J\ 13000

{Who 1s lie that shall intercede with Him save by His
leqve?} 12 255) |

The rext words mecan that they have taken to worship
only Aliah So the polythcists should know that they must
not associate anything with Allah who they know 1s the
Creator When they are asked “Who created you?" They
say “Allah and “Who created the heavens and earth?”’



Scattered Pearls vol 9 371

They say. ‘Allah” Then why do they not fear Him? Why
do they ascribe partners to Him?
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(101) He s (Allah) Who miade the ~un to be a
shiming glory and the nioon to be a light (of beaut ),
and measured out stages for 1t, that you may knouw
the number of years and the couri. (of iime) Allah
did not .reate this but 1 Iruth and righteousness.
(Thus) does He explain His signs in detail, for those
who understand. Surcly, m the alternotion of the
mght and the day, and 11 all “hat Allah has created in
the heaven- and the carth are sign for those :tho fear
Him (10 5-6: :

Explanation' There are many signs of Allah’s power and
greatness. The sun and moon and therr hight are signs. It is
the same light yet there is great difference between them.
Both are heavenly bodies but stages are measured out for
the moon It is visible as a crescent on the first of the month
and gradually increases in size with more brightness till it
15 a fu!l moon and again begins to wane It 1s as Allah says
in surah Yasin

U i Y O il 23063 o il 2058558015
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[And ihe moon! We have ordained 1ts phases  each
along an orlnt they float.} (36 39 40)

And, 1n surah Ar-Rahman:
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And in surah al-An’am:
FBlgilpiis aadag
{And the sun and the moon for a reckoning...} (6:96)

Allah has not created them for no purpose. Rather,
there is a wisdom behind every creation and there is a
conchlusive argument for His power. It is as He says:

"Ylegislas A5 et eis e

{And We have not created the heavens and the earth
and what is between thein in vain...} (38:27)

P sy » . P, g s P
@3 IR 5515\ (K a5
{Did you then think that we created you in vain and

that you would not be returned to Us?} (23:115)

Allah is Great. He is One. He is the Lord of the throne.
He reveals verses which are arguments and evidences,
clear and otvious. Those with sense understand them.

The alternation of night and day is that one replaces
the other but neither throws out the other to dominate
exclusively. | |

 Itis as we saw in the discussion (#96) of verse 54 of al-
Araf. He also says:

b Blandpadihs a5 pdioss 5 S ALY G0
@ pt] g5l S
(see discussion #88 verse al-anam 96)

He says also:
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{How many a sign there is...} (12:105)

And,
”’M,Jm g5 kst uoﬁlso,...w,l.n,uds
@u;-‘;'hﬂ

{Say, “Behold what is in the heavens... But signs and
warnings avail not a people who believe not.} (10:101)

Also, Allah says that they should turn their eyes, here
and there, ahead of them and behind them, to see the
innumerable signs all around. These signs are for those
who have sense and who Preserve themse.ves from

Allah’s punishment.
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(102). Say, “Who sustains you (in life) from the sky
and from the earth? Or, who has power over hearing
and sight? And who brings out the living from the
dead and the dead from the living? And who rules

and regulates all affairs?” |

They will soon say “Allah!” say, ”Wzll you then not
show piety (to Him)?"”

Such is Allah, your real cherisher and Sustainer.
Apart from truth what (remains) but error? How
then are you turned away? (10:31-32)

 Explanation: The polytheists will have to confirm that
Allah is One, and the only Sustainer. Allah instructs His

Prophet 3 to ask them a number of questions leading to



Scattered Pearls vol.Y A 374

His umity and authority. If He were to stop giving
sustenance sight and hearing, what would they do?

He manages the entire creation, life and death.. No
one else can give protection and no one can rule. Allah
cannot be questioned about anything.

- All the time, Allah watches the heavens and earth and
only He 1s the king everywhere. The angels, mankind and
jinn are all dependent on Him. They are subservient to Him.

To al the questions, the polytheists have one answer:
Allah 1s All-Powerful. Why then do they not fear Him and
show piety? Why do they ascribe partners to Him”

Once they know the truth. then why do they go astray’
He sent H.s Messengers . o with the message of
monotheism So, the disbelievers and polytheists are
wicked and will be cons.gned to hell.
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(103) He is the One Who has made for yo:t the might

that you may rest therein and the day to make things

msible (to you) Surely in tus are signs for those who
- listen (to His message). (10:67)

Explanation: Allah made the night that one may rest
theremn after the day’s toil. He made the day bright that
one may seek sustenance during it. Its light should enable
one to undertake different work. These verses enable those
who listen to take heed
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(104) Do not call on any other than Allah Suct wd!
neither profit you nor hurt you If you do behold you
shall certminly be of those who do wrong!

If Allah touches you with hurt. there s none cun
remove 1t but He If he designs some bencf ¢ tor you,
there is none can keep back His favour He causes il
to reach whomsoever of His scrvants He pleases. And
He is the Oft-Forgiving, most Merciful (10 106-107)

Explanation: All of you will return to Him. Your detties
cannot hurt you or profit you They have no such power
Only Allah has this power. ° O Prophet, discard the
infidels and concentrate on worship of Allah Do not
incline to polytheism. No one can take you out Allahs
serzure if He decides to cause you harm or loss. All profit
and loss, good and bad arc trom Allah.

Anas 1bn Maalik -, narrated that the Prophet Sl
said, “Seek good all your life and keep Allah's blessings
before you.”

When Allah’s blessings reach anyone. Thev are his. He
gives them to whom He wishes. Pray to Him to conceal
your faults and keep vou safe from trial. He forgives and
has mercy. Make a repentance no matter what kind of sin
you have committed Even if 1t is polytheism

3“",”(-1;.3 Le.w) ew‘da'ﬂl ua)'“! ‘T'&.ALQ3
Wu—fdé 45537t

(105). There 1s no moving creature on earth but its
sustenance depends on Allali. He knows the fime und
place of its definite abode and its temporary depos. !
All is i a clear record. (11.6)
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Explanation: Allah Himself provides sustenance to all
creatures, large or small, on land or in sea. He knows their
haunts, moving places stop, residences, places of death
and in the womb.

All in recorded with Him. This is as in verse (6:38) All the
animals and birds are ummahs like-you. Everything Allah
has written in a Book. They will be gathered before Him.

He says elsewhere that He has the keys to the unseen.
No one knows them but He. Nothing is outside His
knowledge.
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(106). He is (Allalt) Who created the heavens and the
earth in six days-and His throne was over the waters-
that He might try you, which of you is best in
conduct. But if you were to say to them, “You shall
indeed be raised up after death”, the unbelievers
would be sure to say, “This is nothing but obvious

sorcery!” (11:7)

Explanation: Allah mentions His power over everything.
He created the heavens and earth in only six days. His
throne was on water before that.

According to Musnad Ahmed, the Porphet ¥ said, “O
Banu Tamim, receive the glad tidings!” They said, “You told
us about glad tidings. Now get us something.” Then he
said, “O people of Yemen! You receive them!” They said,
“We accept the tidings! Tell us how the creation began.” He
said, “There was Allah before all, His throne was on water.
He recorded everything in the Preserved Tablet.”
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According to another version, “There was Allah.
'Nothing was there before Him.”

Yet another version is: “There was nothing with Him.
His throne was on water. He recorded everything. Then
He created the heavens and the earth.”

According to the version in Muslim: “Fifty thousand
years before the creation of the heavens and earth, Allah
wrote down the destiny of the creatures. His throne was
on water.”

The Sahih Bukhari has a hadith qudsi against the
exegesis of this verse. It says: “O man! Spend in My path. I
shall give you.”

And, “Allah’s Hand is full. Spending by day and night
causes nothing to diminish from it.” Just imagine! How
much He must have spent since the creation of heavens
and earth till now, yet whatever He had in His right had
has not decreased. His throne was on water. He has the
scale in His hand: He lowers it and raises it.

According to the Musnad, Abu Razin Lagit in Aamir
Munfiq Aqili « & s, asked the Prophet #%¢ “Where was
our Lord before He created the entire creation?” He said,
“In ama (u.- space, obscurity). There was (no) air below
Him and (no) air above Him. Then He created the throne
on water. “ ©

(Ibn Majah has that there was no air above or below
him but the Urdu text here and Tirmidhi say that there
was air- below and above Him.)

Mujahid 4., said that before He created anything the
Divine throne was on water.

Wahb, Damrah, Qatadah, Ibn Jarir &w., and others said
the same thing. | ‘

® Tirmidhi#3109, Ibn Majah#182, Musnad Ahmad 8-11.
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Qatadah wa., said that Allah informs how the creation
began before the heavens and earth were (reated.

Rabi ibn Anas s« said that His throne was on water.
When He created the heaven and earth, He divided the
water into two halves, on. half below the throne and this 1s
the Bahr Masjur

Ibn Abbas .u.;.';,_., said that the arsh (throne) 1s so called
because of 1ts clevation. -

Sa d Ta 4aw, sa:d that the throne 1s red ruby

Muhammad 1bn shaq v said, “Allah was just as He
described Himsclf because there was nothing but water
and the throne on it. On the throne was inscribed:

YN ey ’: .’ s ‘. » _‘:
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He s On¢ Who does what He wishes.

Some asked Ibn Abbas w.. ., about this verse “On what
did water rest?” He said, “On the top of the wind " He
added that the creation of the heavens and earth 1s for your
benefit and you are created only to worship this one creator,
and assoctated none with Him. You are not created m vain.
The heavens and the earth and what 1s between them 1s also
not created without purposc This kind of ideas belong to
infidels. and for the infidels 1s the fire.

According to another verse.
@O;iéj.a"“JL.J (.C L‘:....E‘..(.nb HE L:DT’“
(Verse 23:115) see discussion #101 (for Hus zrerse).

Allah 1s the True Master. Only He 1s True and no
one besides Hini 1s worthy of worslip. He 1s the Lord
of the throne.
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Allah also says m another wversc that He created
mankind and jmn only to worship Him

He ties you to find out winch of you does good deeds
Observe, He did not say ‘who has more deeds
because a good deed 1s one wluch 1s done sincerely
and 1s according to Mulammad's £%¢ Shar: ch Enen
f either of the two things 1s nussing then the deed 1s
in vain and rejected.

Then Allah says to His Prophet £ that if he were to
tell them that they would be brought to lifc after they have
died, they will not believe it though they confirm that
Allah has created the heavens and earth Clearly, if the
beginning was not difficult tor Him then how can
recreation be difficult It would be very ea-y relative to the
first creattion He says

P P
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{He is (Allali) Who originates the creation then He
shall repeat 1t and that 1s very easy for Him } (30-27)

\-\

He also says mn a verse that your creation and your
resurrection (after vour death) are like creating and
resurrecting a single soul (3128) But, they do not believe
and call it open sorcery. ihey regard this saying as sorcery
out of disbelief and obstinacy
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(107). Allah is He Who raised the heavens without

any pillars that you can see. Then He established
Himself on the throne (of authonty). He has
subjected the sun and the moon (to His law)! Each
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one runs (its course) for a term appointed. He does
regulate all affairs, explaining the signs in detail, that
you may believe with certainty in the meeting with
your Lord. (13:2)

Explanation: Allah has raised the sky with His command
and power. No one can trace its limits. The lowest heaven
is at equal height from earth from whichever. portion of it
we look to it. The-next and so on up to the seventh heaven,
they are equidistance, a journey of five hundred years.

oo Gatha B39 Ea Sl o S G T

{Allah is He Who created seven heavens and earths
~ like them...} (67:12)

According to a hadith the seven heavens and what
they contain and whatever is between them when
compared to the chair are like a circle in a large treeless
plain. The chair too is like it relative to the throne. No one
but Allah, Mighty and Glorious, knows the magnitude of
the throne. Some of the predecessors said that it is fifty
thousand year’s journey from the throne to earth. The
throne is made of red ruby.

Invisible Pillars: Some exegetes say that there are pillars
of the heaven but are invisible. But, Iyas ibn Mu’awiyah
said the heaven is like a dome over the earth without
pillars. This is more in keeping with the style of the
Qur’an’s words, and the other verse:

PINJLFE T i dls
{And He withholds the heaven lest it should fall upon
the earth. ..} (22:65)

Umayyah ibn Abu as-Sult has this is his poetry about
which the hadith says that they (his poetical verses) have
believed, but his heart disbelieves. However, it is also
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reported that (not Umayyah but) Zayd ibn Amr ibn Nufayl
ors# 4, has it in his poetry.
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[These poetical verses imply that: Allah, You sent, as
mercy, Musa as a Messenger with Harun to invite to
Allah the fir'awn who was a rebel. They were to ask
him: Have you raised this (sky) without pillars or
created above that (two). And ask him: have you
placed the moon in that as cool in the night? And ask
him: Who sowed the seed in the ground that grows
plants and food. And, who sent the sun early
morning to throw light on everything it touches of
earth so comes out of the earth the growth. In thatisa
sign for one who takes heed and fears.]

Returning to the verse, then Allah established Himself
on the throne. Allah is Incomparable, He cannot compared ,
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to His creatures. The sun and moon obey His laws and will
go on till the appomnted term

The sun’s orbit is under the throne The stars follow their
course along the throne which 1s like a dome and cannot be
fathomed. It has pillars and those who carry it Anyone who
ponders and studies the verses (or signs) and the ahadith will
come to this ¢ nclusion Praise belongs to Allah

Only the sun and moon are mentioned here out of the
other heavenly bodies because they are promunent The
others are also subjected on the same basis as they are Itis on
the same argument as the command not to prostrate to the
sun and moon also covers the other stars and heavenly
bodies Moreover, this is stated m detail in another tradition.

» .’ | ” Py 3 1,,:.’ s e &
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(The sun, moon and stars are subjugated to His
command. .) (7:54)

Allah alone regulates and administers. Only He 1s the
Lord of the worlds He explains the signs clearly that you
may be convinced of His unity. And, (He does it that you
be convinced) that He will cause you die and perish after

which He will bring you back to life.
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(108) And He 1s (Allal) Who spread out the earth an

set thereon mountmns standing firm, and flowing
rivers And fruit of every kind He made n pairs, two
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and two He draws the n.ght as a veil over the day

Behold surely wn these thungs there are signs for
taose who consider!

And i the earth arc tacts (diverse  though)
neighbo.ning, and gardens of vines and fir ids sown
with corn, and palm-trees grot nng out of s ugle roots
or othierwise Watere! with I same water et some
of them We make more ex:ellent than other- to ea!.
Behold, verily un the e tiungs there are signs for those
who understand! (13 3 4)

Explanation: The p:evious discussion (#107) o' verse (13 2)
concerned the higher world, here the lower world (the
earth) is mentioned Allah is He Who has spread the carth
all around It has strong mountains. criss-c10ss rivers and
springs enabling growth ot trees of fruit and flowers (and
food) of a variety of shapes. colours and tastus.

Day and night pursue one another In short, 1n
everything- like residence, fields, work-He is the One Who
manages and controls

He who contemplates on these vivid 51gns and
evidences triumphs and receives guidance.

Tracts of land of diverse kind of dust and make have
different results. One is fertile while the other is barren
though they are adjacent to one another. This is a sign of
the Doer. the Creator, the king of kings Who has no
partner the One Allah' No one else is worthy of worship
besides Him.

Bara .« -, says that one sced grows date trees of many
branches and twigs but another grows trecs of only one
branch.
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In short, there is always a difference of kinds, species,
colour, smell, taste, leaves, freshness, etc. All are
nutritional.

These doings of nature are signs for the sensible. They
point out to the All-Powerful Doer, Allah Who does what
He decides to do. These signs are enough for those who
are mtelhgent
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(109). Allah does know what every female (womb)
bears, by how much do the wombs fall short (of their

time of number) or do exceed. Every single thing is
before His sight, in (due) proportion.

He knows the unseen and that which is open. He is
the Great, the most High. (13:8-9)

Explanation: Nothing is concealed from Allah. He knows
what is in a womb: male or female, sound or deformed,
pious or wicked, long-living or short-lived.

He says:

{He knows you best (from the time) when He created
u. ..} (53:32)

...... OVt
{He creates you in the wombs of your mothers ...} (39:6)
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" &I 425
{And certainly We created man of an extract of clay
then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a safe
receptiable. Then We created of the sperm-drop a clot
then We created of the lump of flesh, then We created
of the lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones
with flesh; then We produced him as another

creature. S0 blessed be Allal, the Best of all crentors. )
(23:12-14)

According to a hadith in the two books of hadith, the
Prophet ¥%t said, “The birth of anyone of you in your
mother’s womb takes forty days to gather. Then it remains
as many days again as a blood clot. Again, for as many
days, it is a lump of flesh. Then Allah, the Creator of all,
sends an angel to write down four things about it. They are:

- (i)  Its sustenance,
(i) Its lifespan.
(iii) Will it be pious or evil.
(iv) Male or female.”

“The angel asks whether the child would be
fortunate or unfortunate, male or female, what
sustenance, how long will it live.

Allah tells the angel ard he writes down.”

The Prophet #%% said that the keys of the unseen are
five which no one but Allah knows.

(i) What will happen on the morrow.
(ii) What the womb carries and how long.
(iii) When will it rain.

(iv) Where will one die.
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(v) Whenis the Last Hour.

As for the (ii) about the womb, its refers to miscarriage,
or regular delivery, or a delayed delivery.

Dahhak &, said that he was in his mother’'s womb for
two years. When he was born his two front teeth had grown.

Sayyidah Ayshah .4 <, said that the maximum period
of pregnancy is two years. As for it being less, some people
say that if refers to bleeding during pregnancy and excess
is going beyond nine months.

Mujahid & ., said that if a woman sees blood before
nine months then pregnancy will go beyond nine months.
If blood is detected like that of menses then the child will
be good. If there is no bleeding then the child is well-

developed and large.

Makhul i1, said that the child is absolutely carefree in
its mother’s womb. It is comfortable. Its mother’s menses
form its food which it gets without demanding it. This is
why the mother does not experience menstruation during
her pregnancy. |

When the new born is delivered, it shrieks the moment
it is outside because it is terrorized by the new
surroundings. When the umbilical cord cuts, Allah
provides for the new born at its mother's breast. As it
grows, it uses its hands to eat. But, at adulthood, he begins
his quest for a livelihood and will not stop at anything,
even killing, to amass worldly possessions.

O son of Aadam .44 ! you are astonishing! Allah
gave you sustenance in your mother’s womb, in her lap
and as long as you grew to adulthood. But when you
became an adult and sensible, you worried for your food,
“Where to get it?” The Prophet £ recited this verse.
Allah has everything in due proportion.
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One of the Prophet’s ¥8f daughters .. & ,4 sent
message to him that her son was dying and he should
come to her. He sent back the messenger with the womb.
“What Allah takes is His and what He gives is also His. He
has a proper measure of everythmg Be patient and hope
for reward from Allah...

Allah knows everything that the creatures do not know
and everything that they know. Nothing is concealed from
Him. He is the Greatest. All the creatures are helpless before
Him. All heads are bowed down before Him.
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(110). It is the same (to Him) whether any of you
conceal his speech or declare it openly. Whether he lie
hid by night or walk forth freely by day. For each
(such person) there are (angels) in succession, before
and behind him. They guard him by command of
Allah. Verily never will Allah change the condition,
of a people until they change it themselves (with their
own souls). But when (once) Allah wills a people’s
punishment. There can be no turning it back, nor
will they find, besides Him, any to protect. (13:10-11)

Explanation: Allah’s knowledge encompasses His
creation. Nothing is hidden from Him.

Sayyidah Ayshah « & ., said, “He is Allah Whose
hearing embraces all sounds, By Allah, a woman brought
her complaint against her husband and whispered softly
into his ears. I was sitting close by in the same room but I
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could not catch what she mumbled. However, Allah heard
her and revealed the verses beginning;:
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[Allah indeed has heard the words of her who pleads
with you, concerning her husband...} (58:1)

He is Ali-Hearing, All-Seeing, even if anyone is low in
his dark basement or outside on a public thoroughfare.
Both are equally known to Allah. He says also:

L., o]

{Behold, even when they wrap themselves in their
garments. ..} (11:5)

And

{And you are not occupied with any matter... but we
are witness over you...} (10:61)

Nothing is out of Allah’s sight.

Allah’s angels are appointed around His creatures.
They protect them from harm and difficulties. They are
apart from the angels who reccrd deeds of mankind, and
take turns coming to them every day and night. Two
.angels are appointed to write deeds and sit to tlie right and
left of every person, writing respectively pious deeds and
wicked doings. The two who guard a person are in front
and behind him. In other words, four angels are with
every person: two of them to his sides recording his deeds
and two front and behind him protecting him. Moreover,
duties change and the angels are replaced by others.

According to a hadith: angels come to and go from
you. They replace each other in the moming and at the
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salah of asr. When they go, Allah asks them- though He
knows- “How did you leave My slaves?” They say, “When
we reached them, they were offering the salah and when
we departed from them, we left them engaged in salah.”

According to a hadith, “The angels do not part from
you at all, except when you to the toilet and when you
have sexual intercourse. So, you must pay regard to their
shyness and you must respect them.”

Ibn Abbas « 4t s said that if Allah decrees harm to
anyone then the guarding angels let that happen.

Mujahid & «., said that a responsible angel guards
every person day and night while he is sleeping or awake.
He protects him from jinns and mankind. Poisonous
reptiles and all calamities, but not what is already decreed.

Ibn Abbas .« 4 ., said that it is the way of the worldly
kings and rulers whe remain with guards to protect them.

Dahhak 44, said that a Sultan (king) is under Allah’s
watch.

Perhaps these sayings imply that just as rulers are
guarded by the police, so the creatures have guards
deputed by Allah.

It is mentioned in Tafsir Ibn iarir that Sayyiduna
Uthman w4, asked the Prophet 8¢ about the number of
angels with every person. He said, “One of them is to his
right who writes his peities and is chief of the one to the
left. When he does something good, this angel writes ten
pious deeds for him instead of one. When the person
commits a sin, the angel to the left seeks permission to
w:ite it, but the chief angel asks him to wait awhile
perhaps he might make a repentance and make istighfar.
He seeks permission three times and if he does not repent
then the angel to the right instructs the angel to the left to
write down a sin, saying, “May Allah deliver us from him.
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What an evil companion! He does not fear Allah and he is
not ashamed.’” Allah says that if a person utters something,
there are supervisors over it. Two other angels are ahead
of you and behind you.

- Allah says: .. ¢l « {For him are (angels) attendant
before him and behind him by Allah’s command...}
Another angel is above you holding your hair. When you
are humble for Allah’s sake, this angel raises you to a
higher rank, but if you are rebellions and arrogant before
Allah, he lowers you and degrades you. There are two
angels on your lips and they preserve the blessings you
invocate on me. One angel stands on your face to prevent a
reptile from entering your mouth. Two more angels are at
your eyes. In this way, there are ten angels with every son
of Aadam ... Besides, there are different angels during
the day and during the night. This makes twenty angels
with everyone as responsible over him, deputed by Allah.
As for Iblis, He tries to tempt all day while his progeny
take over from him at night.”

The hadith in Musnad Ahmed is that there is with
everyone of you a jinn companion and an angel
companion. The people asked, “Even with you, O
Messenger of Allah?” He said, “Yes, but Allah has helped
me against him. He does not prompt me of anything but
piety.” (Muslim)

Ka'b da., said that if every soft and hard (thing) opens
up for the son of Aadam, then everything will be visible to
him. And, if Allah does not appoint guardian angels over
you, then by Allah, you would be snatched.

Abu Umamah « 4 s, said, “There are guardian angels
with every person. They put away from him every
calamity other than what is decreed.”

Someone from the tribe of Murad came to Sayyiduna
Ali ws & 5. He found him engaged in Salah, so he said,
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“The people of Murad have decided to kill you. Get
someone to guard you.” He said, “There are two angels
with everyone to protect him. They do not let harm fall on
him unless it is decreed. Listen! The term is a strong fort
and a protective shield. It is said that by Allah’s command,
the commands themselves protect him.”

People asked the Prophet % about charms and spells.
“Do they put off Divine decree?” He said, “That itself is
ordained by Allah.”

Ibn abu Hatim has the hadith that one of the.Prophet of
Banu Isra’il received a revelation from Allah. He was
instructed to tell his people that if the dwellers of a village
or a house continue to obey Allah till they change over and
begin to disobey Him then Allah puts away from them their
comfort and ease and besets them with hardship.

~ This thing is what the verse under discussion (13:11)
confirms

...... A0Yaid)

>4
P >

{Never will Allah change the condition of a people...}

Umayr ibn Abdul Malik & ., said that Sayyiduna Ali
xs 4l g delivered a sermon to them from the pulpit in
Kufah. He said, “When I kept quiet, the Prophet £t began
to speak. And, when I asked, he enlightened me. One day,
he said to me that Allah says, “By My Honour and Might
and My Exalted station that is on the throne, if any people
of a village or a house give up disobedience to Me in
which they were involved and begin to obey Me, I too
shall remove from them My punishment and hardship and
let them have My mercy and ease.”
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(111). He is (Allal) Who does show you the lightning
by way both of fear and of hope. He is (Allah) Who
does raise up the clouds, heavy with (fertilizing) rain!
May, thunder repeats His praises, and so do the
angels with awe. He flings the loud-voiced
thunderbolts, and therewith He strikes whomsoever
He will. Yet these(are the men) who dare to dispute
about Allah with the strength of His power
(supreme). (13:12-13) [elsewhere: Yet these dispute
about Allah and He is Mighty ir prowers. |

Explanation: Ibn Abbas .« & ., said in reply to a question
that barq (lightning) is water. A traveller apprehends
trouble and hardship, so becomes anxious. A resident
hopes for more of it because of added blessing and profit.

Allah creates heavy clouds that hang close to the earth
because of the burden of water. The thunder glorifies
Allah. Rather, everything glorifies and praises Him.

According to a hadith, Allah creates clouds that speak
well laugh. Perhaps, speaking is the thunder and laughing
is lightning.

Sa’d ibn Ibrahim & .., said that Allah sends down rain

and nothing has a better speech and laughter. Its laughter
is the lightning and its speech is thunder. |

Muhammad ibn Muslim 4 .., said that he learnt that
bar ] (lightning) is an angel with four mouths like a man’s,
an ox’s, a donkey’s and a lion’s. When he wags his tail,
lightning is visible.

On hearing thunder, the Prophet £%¢ made this prayer:
- '/,.’. Zol” r, <. ’, so,o’f’ ez |2t :.‘:" !
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(O Allah, do not slay us with your anger and do not

destroy us with your punishment, but forgive us
before that.)

Another version, has this prayer:
SISl

(Without blemish 1s He Whom the thunder glorifies
- with His praise).

Sayyiduna Ali w4, used to pray on hearing it:

”
” i
’“’ /:’/‘/:)

Ibn Abu zakariya said that lightning will not fall on
one who says on hearing (its) thunder:

¥y 5l Gl
(Glorified is Allah with His praise).

Abdullah ibn Zubayr .zu -, used to cease conversation
on hearing thunder and say

Za” s ) ’s/ oo ‘P’G J“,J,.G S vlos
Az e A1 0350 M2 AL Bl abl Gl

(Glorified is Allah Whom the thunder glorifies with
His praise, and (so do) the angels, out of fear for Him). He
would then say, “In this verse and in this sound, there is
something very frightening for the people of the earth.”

According to the Musnad Ahmad, the Prophet #&%j
said that Allah says, “If My servants obeyed Me faithfully
then I would have sent down rain in the nights, and made
the sun to shine during the day, without causing them to
hear thunder.”

© Tirmidhi #3461, Musnad Ahmad 2-100, 2-101 (#5767)
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Tabarani quotes the Prophet ¥9% as saying, “Make
mention of Allah when you hear thunder because the
thunderbolt does not drop on those who make zikr.”

Allah sends thunder and punishes whoso He will with it.
This is why, during the last days, lightning will strike often.

This is also found in the hadith in Musnad. So much so
that people will ask each other, “Who was struck by
lightning this morning?” They will name the persons.

According to Abu Ya'la, the Prophet 8 sent a man to
fetch an arrogant chief. He asked boastfully, “Who is
Allah’s Messenger? And, who is Allah?” Is Allah made of
gold or silver? Or, copper?” The man returned and said to
the Prophet €%, “It was as I had said. This man is very
naughty,” and he reported what had happened. But, the
Prophet £8% sent him to Him again to tell him as he had
told him the first time. He again invited him but the
obstinate man answered as he had done before. The man
reported to the Prophet £%% who sent him a third time.
This time, too, he gave the same arrogant response but,
suddenly, a cloud came overhead and a thunder bolt
struck him on his head throwing out his brains. Then this
verse was revealed. |

A Jew met the Prophet 2 and asked him of what was
Allah made: copper, pearls or rubies? He had not
completed his question when a lightning struck him and
eliminated him. This verse was then revealed.

Qatadah said that a man denied the Qur’an (as Allah’s
word) and the prophethood of Allah’s Messenger £t A
lightning struck him to burn him down. This verse was
then revealed.

The background of this verse also has the story of
Aamir ibn Tufayl and I'bad ibn Rabi’ah. These two Arab
chiefs come to the Prophet ¥¥% in Madinah. They said,



Scattered Pearls vol.9 395

“We shall believe you if you take us as equal partners.”
When they could not convince him, Aamir, the accursed,
boasted, “By God, I shall get an army to take over all of
Arabia.” The Prophet $%% said, “You are a liar. Allah will
not give you respite.” They stayed over in Madinah after
that hoping to get an opportunity to kill the Prophet £
One day, they found their moment. One of them began to
converse with him while the other came from behind with
an unsheathed sword. But, the True Protector saved him
from their mischief.

They went away dejected and with hatred burning in
their hearts. They began to incite the Arabs against him,
but suddenly lightning struck Irbad and he perished.
Aamir was afflicated by plague and died a painful death.

It is about such people that this verse was revealed. Allah
strikes whomsoever He will with thunderbolt. Arbad’s
brother Labid composed poetry on the fate of his brother.

According to a version, Aamir had asked, “What
would I get if I become a Muslim?” The Prophet ¥&# said,
“You will be at par with all Muslims.” He said, “Then I
will not become a Muslim unless you name me your
successor in which case I shall embrace Islam.” The
Prophet %8 said, “The caliphate is neither for you nor for
your tribe but our army will help you.” He said, “I do not
need it. I have a strong backing. Make me master of some
affair, I shall embrace Islam.” The Prophet % declined his
request. So, the two of them went away while Aamir
threatened to besiege Madinah from all sides. The Prophet
#tsaid, “Allah will not let you do that.” Then the two of
them conspired to slay the Prophet %% after whom none
of his men would resist them and, at the most, they would
have to pay the bloodwit (diyat).

So, they returned to the Prophet #%; Aamir asked him
to arise and come aside to have a man to man talk with
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him. He got up and walked along with him and he began
to converse by a wall. Th~ Prophet £% stood listening to
him. Irbad began to unshcathe his sword but Allah made
his hand stiff, motionless and he could not draw his
sword. The Prophet #%f saw him and went away from
there. The two men walked out of Madinah and halted at
Hurrah Ragim but Sa’d ibn Mu'adh w4 <, and Usayd ibn
Hudayr « & s, arrived there and expellec them out of it.
Suddenly, lightning struck Irbad and he collapsed and
Aamir fled from there but when he was at Khuraym, he
was stricken by plague and had a tumour. He stayed with
a woman of Banu Salul. He would press the tumour on his
neck and comment, “It is as happens to camels. How
unfortunate I shall die at the house of a woman of Salul!
Would. that I was at home!” He could not stay there, so he
took a horse and headed home but died on the way.

It is about them that the verses of surah ar-Ra’d (13:8-
11) were revealed (discussion #109 and 110). These verses
refer to protection of the Prophet 2%, to ligh:ning striking
Irbad, and to his dispute about Allah, These verses
(including the present discussion) underline that Allah
punishes His opponents and disbelievers severely. This
verse is like the verse:

G32359 851K 6K 51Ka 13K

{They plotted and planned, bi:it We too planned, even
while they perceived it not.} (27:50)

They suffered a terrible consequence and Allah wiped
them and their people all together.
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(112). He is (Allah) Who has created the heavens and
the earth and sends down rain from the skies and
with it brings out fruits wherewith to feed you: He is
the One Who has made the ships subject to you that
they may sail through the sea by His command. And
the rivers (also) Has He made subject to you.

3

[ . 4
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And He has made subject to you the sun and the
moon, both diligently pursuing their courses. And
the night and the day He (also) made subject to you.

And he gives you of all that you ask for. But if you
count the favours of Allah, never will you be able to
number them. Verily man is given up to injustice
and ingratitude. (14:32-34)

Explanation: Count the blessings of Allah. They are
uncountable. The heaven is a protective roof and the earth is
an excellent ground. Rain pours down and gets us fruit and
other eatables, cultivated fields and gardens. Ships sail on
the seas at His command. There are rivers around irrigating
fields. The untiring sun and moon follow their courses
perpetually. They are of benefit to mankind always.

The stars also obey His command.

He is Allah, the Lord of the worlds. He prolongs days
and nights by turn and everything is subservient to Him.

He is Allah, Mighty and Forgiving. He provides
everything you need. He gives you when you ask and
even when you do not ask.

You cannot thank your Lord for all His blessings. In
fact, you cannot even count them.
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Talq ibn Habib .., said that men cannot give Allah’s
rights. It is beyond them. And, His favours are much more
than ,men can count. They must make istighfar in the
morning and evening.

According to Sahih Bukhari, Allah’s Messenger £
used to pray, “O Allah, all praise belongs to You. We
cannot praise and glorify You as is due. Our effort cannot
absolve us of our duty. O Allah, do forgive us.”

Bazzar transmits the Prophet ¥#saying that on the day
of resurrection, three registers will be brought out for man.

(i) Of his pieties.
(i) Of his sins.
(iii) Of Allah’s blessings.

Allah will instruct the smallest of His blessings. “Get
up and collect your recompense from his pieties.” When
that is done, all the man’s pieties will be taken over, but
the little blessing will complain, “My Lord, I have not
received my full recompense.” Observ, the register of sins
is not touched till then and all of the remaining blessings
are unpaid. If Allah intends to forgive the man then He
will increase his pious deeds and forgive his sins. And say,
“I bestow on you My blessings without requiring a
recompense from you.”

Prophet Dawud ;.14 had asked Allah, “How may I
give thanks to You? Enablement to express gratitude is also
a blessing.” He was told, “You have given thanks, O
Dawud! This is because you have realized and have
conceded that you are unable to thank Me for My favours.”

Imam Shafi’i says that all praise is for Allah alone. He
has bestowed on us innumerable favours and we cannot
thank Him for even one of them without receiving another
favour for which too it becomes wajib (obligatory) to thank
Him and it goes on and on. Every time we express
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gratitude that is because He enables us to do it and the
enablement is itself a favour.

A poet says that if there were a tongue on every strand
of hair, even then we cannot give full thanks for even one
of Your several blessings. Your favours and blessings are
uncountable. "

Your favours and blessings are uncountable.
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(113). And, indeed, We have set out the

constellations in the heaven and made them fair-
seeming to the beholders.

And We have guarded them from every evil spirit
accursed.

But any that gains a hearing by stealth is pursued by
a flaming fire, bright (to see).

And the earth We have spread out (like a carpet); set
thereon mountains firm and immovable; and
produced therein all kinds of things in due balance,

And We have provided therein means of subsistence-
Jor you and for those for whose sustenance you are
not responsible. (15:16-20)

Explanation: Allah alone is the Creator of the heaven that
is adorned by stars. Both moving and stationary. An
observe can learn from the mysteries of nature and the
signs. The word burj means stars as elsewhere:
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{Blessed is He Wio has set in the heaven
constellations...} (25:61)

Some say that it means the stages of the sun and the
Moon.

Atiyah & ., says that it is those positions that are
guarded where the rebellious devils are beaten off that
they may not eavesdrop. If any tries to intrude is struck by
a firing flame before he can pass on to others what he has
heard but, sometimes, he manages to do it.

It is explicitly stated in the hadith of Bukhari that when
Allah ordains an affair in the heaven, the angels flutter
their wings to show obedience and it sounds as though an
iron chain is dragged on a rock. As soon as they are at
peace, they ask each other, “What did your Lord say?” The
others say, “The truth. And He is the Most High...” (34:23)

The jinns go high up to overhear the angels and they
pile up one over the other. The subnarrator Safwan w4 -,
showed it with his hand- spreading the fingers of his right
hand putting one over another.

The flame makes short work of the eavesdropper before
he passes on what he has heard to the one below him, but
sometimes he manages to convey the message. Then it is
passed from one to other till it reaches earth and its fed to
the ears of a soothsayer who exaggerates it with lies and
fonetells it to the people. It turns out to be true having come
from heaven. Then people speak high of him.®

In the next verse, Allah mentions earth. He created it
and spread it. He set on it mountains, deserts, plains, fields,
gardens and other things with proper measure suitable for

® Bukhari #4781
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every different piece of land, country, season. They are
- adornment of the market and pleasing to the people.

Allah also created different kinds of livelihood. He also
provided for those who are not your respon51b111ty hke
animals, slaves.

Indeed, He has cr_eated for you different kinds of
things, different kinds of materials and motives and
different kinds of comfort. He taught you the means of
earning livelihood and subjugated the animals to you and
gave you slaves. You are responsible for their sustenance
but Allah is the Sustainer. He is the ‘Lord of all and you
derive benefit. Glorified is Allah.

”
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(114). And there is not a thing but its (sourc_es and)
treasures (inexhaustible) are with Us. But We only
send down thereof in due and ascertainable measures.

And We send the fecundatmg winds;then catise the
- ran to descend from the sky, therewith providing you
- with water (in abundance), though you are not the
guardians of its stores.

And verily, We are Who gwe life and Who give death
and We are the Inheritors (after all else passes away).

To Us are known those of you who hasten forward
and those who lag behind.
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Assuredly, your Lord is the One Who will gather
them together for He is Perfect in wisdom and
knowledge. (15:21-25)

Explanation: Allah is the only Master of everything. And,
everything is easy for Him and, He has the treasures of all
kinds of things. He sends as much as He likes when He
likes. He knows what He likes. He knows what is good for
His creatures and shows mercy to them.

Sayyiduna Abdullah w4, said that it rains every year
and Allah disburses it. He then recited this verse.

Hakam ibn Uyaynah d.., also reported the same thing.

It is said that angels descend with rain. Their number
exceeds that of all mankind and jinns. They watch each
drop and see where it lands and what grows from it.

Bazzar mentions the treasures of Allah, “What are they?”
He only has a word.” When He says, ‘Be’, it becomes.

Allah sets the winds in motion. It turns the clouds
heavy with water and it pours down water

These winds then make trees full with weight.
Winds are of different kinds. They carry

(i) Water from the sky and onto the clouds,
(ii) Increase production on earth,

(i) Move clouds from place to place,

(iv) Collect them together,

(v) Make them heavy with water and

(vi) Make trees ready to bear fruit.

According to a hadith of Ibn Jarir, the southern wind is
from paradise. It is advantageous for the people. This is
the one mentioned in the Qur’an.
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According to a hadith of Musnad Humaydi, “Seven
years after the winds, Allah created a wind in paradise. It
is halted by a gate and it comes to you from that closed
gate. If that gate is opened, then the wind would upset
everything in the heaven and earth. You call it the
southerly wind.”

The next words are that Allah sends down sweet
water. Drink it and use it. If He wished, He could have
made it bitter. He says elsewhere that He sends down to
you rain. You are not the one to deny it (to anyone). He
sends it where He wishes... If He willed He would cast it
under earth. It is His mercy that He pours it, stores it and

made it sweet... You may water your animals, fields, etc
and drink youself.

Allah is Able to create the first time and to recreate. He
brought all to life after they had not existed. He will put
everything out of existence. Then He will bring them all
back to life on the day of resurrection.

Allah says that He alone is the Inheritor of the earth
and the people of the earth. All will return to Him.

Allah’s knowledge is limitless. It embraces from the
beginning to the end. Those who preceded are up to
Prophet Aadam .. 4. and those who lag behind are of
current age and who will follow.

Marwan ibn Hakam said that some people stood in the
last rows (of the congregation) because of women. This
~ verse was revealed about them and a hadith is also
narrated about it.

Ibn Jarir & «., reported that Ibn Abbas « 4 -, narrated
that a very beautiful woman used to come for salah. Some
men went forward to avoid seeing her but some did the
opposite and kept to the back rows and while prostrating
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looked behind from under their hands. Hence this verse
was revealed.

However, when Awn ibn Abdullah & .., said so,
Muhammad ibn ka'b i ., rejected this opinion and said
the meaning is ‘those who have died’ and ‘the presently
living and the next to come.’

Allah will gather all together. He is Wise, knowing,.
" On hearing this explanation, Awn prayed, “May Allah
enable you and reward you.”
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(115). We created man from sounding clay, from
Mud moulded into shape, And the jinn race, We had

created before, from the fire of a scorching wind.
(15:26-27)

Explanation: The word Jw. (Salsal) means dried dust. A
similar verse is:

b )\ e 8 S5 5 05 BB8 YLala g L3N 512

@
@,

{He created man from ringing clay like unto pottery.
And He created jinns from fire free of smoke. } (55:14-15)

It is also said that bad-smelling clay is called w.
(hama). (Masnun) yy. is sticking clay. Ibn Abbas « & s,
said, “mosit clay.’ |

Allah created the jinn before mankind from fire that
burns. The word ;4. (samum) is the heat of fire and , .

(harur) is the day’s heat. It is said that its heat is one-
seventieth of that heat from which the jinn is created.
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Ibn Abbas « i ., said that jinns were created from the
sparks of fire which is the best fire.

Amr ibn Dinar §.., said, “From the fire of sun.”

According to the sahih the angels were created from
nur (light), the jinns from flaming fire and Aadam from
what is mentioned to you here.

This verse brings out the merit of Sayyiduna Aadam .
~ and his nobility and the purity of his element.
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(116). He has created the heavens and the earth for
just ends: far is He above having the partners they
ascribe tc Him!

He has created man from a sperm-drop and behold
this same (man) becomes an open disputer! (16:3-4)

Explanation: Allah alone is the Creator of the higher and
the lower worlds and whatever they contain. All this is for

‘true and just purposes, not in vain. Piety will be rewarded
and evil will be punished.

Allah is alone and has no partner or associate. He alone
is worthy of worship.

Man He created from a sperm-drop, a despised liquid.
Yet when it develops and grows of sound body the man
boasts and is obstinate. He is a creature and ought to have
engaged in worship but he argues disputes with Allah and
His Messengers ,aipbs.

Another verse says the same thing that men have taken
other gods who neither benefit nor hurt...
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The disbelievers are not hidden from Allah. It is stated
in surah Yasin: Does not man see that we have created him
from sperm? Yet behold! he stands forth as an open
adversary! And he coins similitude for Us but forgets his
own creation, saying, “Who will revive bones when they
are decayed?” Say (O Prophet), “He will give life to them
who created them the first time. He is well-versed in every
kind of creation!” (36:77-79)

According to a hadith in Musnad Ahmad and ibn
Majah, the Prophet ¥¥f spat on his palm and said that
Allah the Exalted, says, “O son of Aadam, will you make
Me helpless though I created you from something like
this? When you are well-grown and have clothing and
residence, you begin to amass and bar from My path! But,
when the soul stops in the throat, you plead, ‘I will give
charity.” The time for that1s over.”
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(117) And the cattle He has created for you (men).
From them you derive warmth and numerous
benefits and of their (meat) you eat.

And you have a sense of pride and beauty in them as
you drive them home in the evening and as you lead
them forth to pasture in the morning. And they carry
your heavy loads to lands that you could not
(otherwise) reach except with souls distressed, for your
Lord is indeed Most kind, Most Merciful. (16:5-7)

Explanation: The Lord of the worlds mentions another
blessing to mankind of the quadrupeds which they use for
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their benefit. This has been mentioned in surah al-An’am
in detail as of eight kinds (see discussion #94).

Their hair, wool, hide, meat, milk, etc are used by men.
They serve as a means of convenience too and a means of
transporting burden. They are useful during jihad.

Allah says:
" Bhad 21 3350813
{And surely in the cattle there is a lesson for you.}
(16:66) as also (23:21)
(Both these verses recount the benefits to mankind.)

...... 3920 sz G it

{Allah is Who made for you the cattle that you may
use to ride and for food...} (40:79)

He also put you on ships and showed you many signs.
Which of His signs will you deny?

Your Lord Who made these animals obey you is very
kind and Merciful to you. It is as in surah Yasin: see
they not that we have created for them- among what
our hands have fashioned-cattle which are under their
donunion? (36:71)

2. 299 . ,I’
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{And made for you ships and cattle such as you
ride...} (43:12)

So, remember Him and say, ‘He 1s without blemish
Who has subjected this to us and we ourselves were
not capable to do it. (43:13)

OIS §hdss * 48556 Rl s 5080 §
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(118). And (He has created) horses, mules and
donkeys for you to ride and use for show. And He has
created (other) things of which you have no
knowledge. (16:8)

Explanation: This is another of Allah’s blessings. These
animals are created for use as also to adorn. The main
purpose, however, is to be of advantage to man. These
animals (named in the verse) have more merit on other
quadrupeds.

Ibn Abbas « & <, said that horses were wild. Then
Allah made them tame for sayyiduna Ismail .

Wahb & «., cited a ]udaic tradition that horses are
created from the southerly winds.

A mule was presented to the Prophet £%% and he rode it.

The Prophet SEdie _forbade that horses should be cross-
bred with donkeys. He disallowed it lest a species should
become extinct.

Dehyah Kalbi « & s, sought the Prophet's ¥&4
permission to cross breed a he-horse with a she-donkey to
get a mule so the Prophet £%% may ride it. He said, “Only
they who are bereft of knowledge do such a thing.”

t .2 > AT s sl 7 {23 »~ s P 24 by -
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(119). And on Allah it rests to show the right way,

but there are ways that turn aside. If Allah had willed
He could have guided all of you. (16:9)

Explanation: Having mentioned the means of pursuing
worldly paths, Allah now mentions the means of following
the path of religion. He turns from perceptions to morals.

This kind of variations are often found in the Qur'an.
The provision for the journey to pilgrimage is followed by



Scattered Pearls vol.9 —— 409

mention of provision for the hereafter. After mentionihg
the normal clothing, the merit of the garment of Taqwa
(piety) is mentioned.

In the same way, having mentioned the animals that
take the rider through difficult paths in this world and to
distant places, Allah turns to the paths of the hereafter and
the ways of religion. The true, correct path leads to Allah.
His straight path is that so walk it and do not go on the
wrong, misleading ways otherwise you will go astray.

He says the path leading to Me is the straight path. It is
the religion of Islam, and it is the only path. It is
established by the Book and the Sunnah.

The other paths are invented by the people, like
Jewism, Christianity, Magian, etc.

Guidance is in Allah’s hands. You cannot guide all the
people. They will continue to differ. The word of your
Lord will be accomplished: hell and paradise will be filled
with mankind and jinns,
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(120). He is (Allah) Who sends down rain from the
sky from it you drink and out of it (grows) the
vegetation on which you feed your cattle.

With it He produces for you corn, olives, date palms,
grapes, and every kind of fruit. Verily in this is a sign
for those who give thought. (16:10-11)

Explanation: Allah reminds that He sends down rain from
which you benefit and your animals benefit too. If He had



Scattered Pearls vol.9 410

not favoured then the water you drink would not have
been sweet but brackish and bitter.

Trees etc grow from that water.

The Prophet £t did not allow that animals should be
grazed before sunrise. (Ibn Majah)

It is Allah’s power that the same water produces
different kinds of fruit and flowers for you.

These signs do show that Allah is One.

Other verses say the same thing and assert that you are
unable to grow gardens and plants. Only Allah does it. He
has no partner. Why then do you depart from the truth to
haphazard, awry ways.?
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(121). He has made subject to you the m'ght and the
day, the sun and the moon. And the stars are in

subjection by His command. Verily in this are signs
for men who are wise. | |

And the things on this earth which He has multiplied
in varying colours (and qualities). Verily in this is a
sign for men who celebrate the praises of Allah (in
gratitude). (16:12-13)

Explanation: Allah reminds of more of His favours. The days
and nights are for your benefit, like the sun, moon, stars.
Allah has set their course. Each is subjugated to the Lord and
obeys His command. He is the Lord of the worlds.

For the discerning are signs in this, of Allah’s power.
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Then look, too, at the lower things on earth. They too
are for your benefit. There are signs in them for you.
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(122). He is (Allah Who has made the sea subject that
you eat thereof flesh that is fresh and tender and that
you may extract therefrom ornaments to wear, And

- you see the siups therein that plough the waves that
you may seek (thus) of the bounty of Allah and that
you may be grateful

And He has set up on the earth mountains standing
firm, lest it should shake with you, and rivers and
roads, that you may guide yourselves.

And marks and sign posts; and by the stars (men)
guide themselves.

Is than He Who creates like one that creates not? Will
you not receive admonition?

If you would count up the favours of Allah, never
would you be able to number them, for, Allah is oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (16.14-18)

Explanation: Another of Allah’s favours is that He has
given you power over the sea in spite of its greatness and
depth and menacing waves. Your ships sail through it and
you get fish from it to eat. It is lawful food for you when
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you are in a normal state or in the state of ihram and
whether they are alive or daed. -

Allah has created for you in the seas pearls and Jewels
you get them out easily and use as adornment.

Ships sail through the high waves cutting through the
sea and winds.

Prophet Nuh .. was the first person to sail in a
“ship. Allah taught him how to build an ark. Since then
people have been building ships and cover long distances
on it. They also deliver their merchandise by ship.

Musnad Bazzar has a hadith narrated by Abu
Hurayrah «. & ., that Allah asked the western sea, “I will
make My creatures sail through you, what would you do
to them?” It said,”I will drown them.” So Allah said, “Your
roughness is on your shores and I will take them in My
hand. As for you, I deprive you of jewels and games.”
Then, He asked the same question to the eastern sea and it
said, “I shall carry them on my hands and I shall care for
them as a mother cares for her children.” So Allah gave it
jewels and game. |

Next, the earth is mentioned. It is made stable with
large, heavy mountains so that the people on earth are not
put to hardships because of its shaking. It is as Allah says:

@ &3T0kedis
{And the mountains lias He firmly fixed} (79:32)

Hasan ..., said that when Allah created the earth, it
shook. The angels wondered how anyone would reside on
it. Next morning, they found mountains set on it and it
was not shaking anymore. They could not know what
constituted the mountains.

The same thing is reported by Qays ibn Ubadah i,
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Sayyiduna Ali < ., narrated that the earth said (To
Allah), “You will settle the children of Aadam ,n..xs ON
my back. They will commit sin here and spread evil.” And
it trembled as it spoke so Allah fixed mountains on it, as
you see them. But, some of them you never see.

It is also His mercy that He caused rivers, springs and
seas to run on all sides. Among them are the longer the
short, the rough or the calm, and with little water or more
‘water, or sometimes absolutely dry.

The springs flow on mountains in the deserts, on sand,
over rocks, everywhere.

All this is Allah’s compassion, mercy, favour and
kindness. Neither is there any besides Him a Lord nor
anyone worgthy of worship. He alone is the lord and He
alone is worthy of worship.

| He alone has made paths everywhere, all along for

people to traverse from place to place. The paths are
narrow or broad, some easy and some difficult. There are
other signs too like hillocks, etc. where travellers locate
their positions by water or dry land. The lost ones find
their destination.

In the darkness of the night travellers also set their
bearings through stars.

Maalik .., said that ,x (nujum) means the mountains.
(otherwise, it is translated ‘stars’.)

Then Allah mentions His greatness and might.
Whatever they worship besides Allah are simply helpless.
They cannot create anything at all. But, Allah is the Creator
of all. Obviously, a Creator and a non-creator cannot be at
par. Then, how unjust it is to worship both? It is not fit for
a human being to do so.
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After that, Allah says that you cannot Allah’s blesssings.
“I have given you so many of them that it is beyond you to
count them. And you cannot recompense them.

Allah continues to forgive you. If He requires you to
give thanks for them, then it is not possible for you to do
so. If He punishes you all, even then He is not unjust. But,
Allah is the Forgiving, the Merciful. He forgives you your
sins. He overlooks your shortcomings.

He is very Merciful and does not punish anyone who
repents.

@@;’:5..) 230360 “Ln (..L-.:
(123). And Allah does know what you conceal, and
what you reveal. (16:19)

Explanation: Allah knows everything whether hidden or
seen. It is alike for Him and He will reimburse every doer.
according to the deed he has done. On the day of
resurrection. The pious will be rewarded and the evil will
be punished. The deities to whom the polytheists prayed
for their needs are not creators but are themselves created
beings. It is as the friend of Allah (khalil ur Rahman),

Sayyiduna Ibrahim ,s.s.. said to his people:

/’,:Ip,,.’.”" ” ~” v 3 ,{’/‘
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{Do you worship that which you hew out?} (37:95)

Your creator and of what you make is Allah, Glorious
and Exalted.

Your gods are inanimate, soul-less creatures. They
neither hear nor see, and have no sense of perception.
They do not even know when the Last Hour will come.
How then do you expect from them profit and reward?
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You must have that expectation from Allah, the AH-
Knowing and the Creator of all things.
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(124). And Allah sends down rain from the skies and

gives therewith life to the earth after its death. Verily
in this is a sign for those who listen. (16:65)

Explanation: How many a people with deadened hearts
come to life because of the Qur'an! It is like a dead earth
coming to life with rain.

Those who hear and understand learn much from it.
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(125). And verily in cattle (too) will you find an
instructive sign. From what is within their bodies,
between excretions and blood, We produce for your
drink, milk, pure and agreeable to those who drink it.

And from the fruit of date palm and the vine, you get
out wholesonie drink and food. Behold, in this also is
a sign for those who are wise. (16:66-67)

Explanation: The camel, cow, sheep and such are also
signs of the power of their creator. Whatever worthless
stuff fills their belies offers you wholesome milk with the
permission of your Lord. He gets you milk quite apart
from the impurities and blood from their insides. It
remains pure white, tasteful and palatable. It separates in
their udders from excreta and urine neither mixing with
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them nor changing itself. The milk remains pure. It is
Allah’s favour and bounty. |

Ibn Abbas « & -, said, “You make wine which is
forbidden and you eat in a different way what is lawful,
like dates, raisins, etc. and nabidh as a sherbet or vinegar.
Those who have some sense, they recognize Allah’s power
and might from these things and these bounties. The
essence of a man is his intelligence and to preserve it
Shari’ah has forbidden intoxicants to this ummah.”

This is mentioned in surah Yasin:

Dol GRSl sl sl a5

{And We produce therein orchards with date palms
and vines and We cause springs to gush forth
therein.} (36:34)

Thus people may eat the fruit. They have not created
it, will they, then, not give thanks? Glorified-without
blemish-is He Who created pairs of all things that the
earth grows and of themselves, and of what they
know not. (36:35-36)
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(126). And your Lord taught the bee to build its cells
in hills, on trees and.in (men’s) habitations.

Then to eat of all the produce (of the earth), and find
with skill the spacious paths of its Lord. There issues
from within their bodies a drink of varying colours,
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wherein is healing for men. Verily in this is a sign for
those who give thouglit. (16:68-69)

Explanation: The word .y (awha, from wahy revelation) is
used here in the sense of ‘taught’ or “inspired” Allah taught
the bee to build its hives in the various places. The beg itself
is a weak creature but its home is very strong, beautiful and
intricate. It sucks juice from fruit, flowers, grass, etc. and
fhes about returning to its hive straightaway. (And it gives
coinage to the words ‘make a beeline for.” “How doth the
little busy bee/ Improve each shining hour, And gather
honey all the day/ from every opening flower!” -Isaac
watls: Against Idolness and Mischief.)

The bee does not get lost but comes to its hive
wherever it is- on mountains, in wilderness on in human
habitation ~ to its young, eggs and honey. It makes wax
with its wings, collects honey with its mouth and keeps
‘away from other places.

Abu Yala Musli transmitted a hadith that Allah’s
Messenger £ said, “A fly lives for forty days but not a
honey bee. The colour of honey is different: White, yellow,
red, etc. according to fruit, flowers and land. Together with
the obvious goodness and sparkle, there is cure too in it.
Allah heals many sicknesses with it.

Someone told the Prophet £ that his brother had loose
- motions. He said, “Give him honey.” He came again, saying
that the malady had worsened, He said, “Give him more
honey.” But, he again reported that his condition had
deteriorated considerably. He said, “Allah is True but your
brother’s belly lies. Go give him more honey!” This fourth
time he recovered by Allah’s mercy. Some physicians say
that perhaps he had heavy bowels and the heat of honey
may have loosened them further and he had a bout of loose
motions. That man thought that his condition was getting
worse. (Bukhari #5684, Muslim #91,2217)
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The Prophet #&% liked sweet and honey very much. He
said, “There is healing in three things:

(i)  Scarification.
(i) Drinking honey, and
(iif) Branding.

But, I stop my ummah from having themselves
branded.”® (Bukhari, Muslim)

He said, “If there is cure in any of your medicines then
it lies in scarifying, drinking honey and branding with fire,
if it is compatible with the sickness but I do not like it.”
(Bukhari#3660, 5581)

According to Muslim, he said, “I do not like it. Rather,
I detest it.”

According to Ibn Majah, he said, “You must esteem
both these curing agents: honey and the Qur’an.”

Observation: Ibn Jarir quotes Sayyiduna Ali « & s, as
saying, “If any of you likes to have cure (for an illness), let
him write down a verse of the Qur'an on a piece of paper
and wash it with rain water. Then, he must buy honey
with his wife’s money with her permission, and drink it.
There is cure in it because of many reasons. Allah, Mighty
and Glorious, says:

" Gizabili i il ot Ga Ui

{We send down (stage by stage) in the Qur'an that

which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe.
(17:82)
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© Bukhari words w.. & gulp of honey, (the incision of a) cupping
(glass) and cauterization by fire, but I forbid my people to cauterize ”
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{And We send down from the heaven blessed
water. ..} (50:9)

@U_,i\_...bzs,& " ’@&Erﬁ(ﬂgog

{If they are pleased to remit you anything out of it, you
may consume that for your good and pleasure.} (4:4)

Allah says about honey:

" AL
{Wherein is healing for men.f (16:69)

According to Ibn Majah, the Prophet £ said, “If
anyone licks honey three mornings every month then no
serious calamity will overtake him.” (#3450) |

It also quotes him as saying, “Use sauna and sannut for
there lies in them cure for every disease except as-saam.”
‘He said, “As-saam is death.” (sannut is a medicinal plant
shibittu but some say that it is honey kept in receptables
containing clarified butter or ghee. A poet also uses it in
this sense in his poetry. (#3457)

The verses conclude that there is a sign in the bee for
those who consider, and are wise.

-
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(127). He is Allah Who creates you and takes your
souls at death. And of you there are some who are
sent back to feeble age, so that they know nothing
after having known (much) for Allah is All-knowing,
All-Powerful. (16:70)

Explanation: Allah has power over all creatures. He alone
brought them into existence out of nothingness. He will then
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cause them to die. He lets some people attain a very long life
so that they return to a pathetic age of a sensless child.

Sayyiduna Ali « 4 <, said that generally this happens
at the age of seventy-five. Strength saps. Memory is lost,
Knowledge is forgotten. A learned man turns ignorant.

According to Bukhari, the Prophet £%% used to pary:
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(O Allah, 1 seek refuge in You from riggardliness,
lethargy, decrepitude, the most abject period of life,
torment of the grave, the trial through dajjal, and the
trial of life and deatl.)

Observation:

Last scene of all,

That ends this strange eventful history,

Is second childishness, and mere oblivion,

Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.
(William Shakespeare in As you like it)
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(128). Allah has bestowed His gifts of sustenance
more freely on some of you then on others. Those
more favoured are not going to throw back their gifts
to those whom their right hands possess, so as to be
equal in that respect. Will they then deny the favours
of Allah? (16:71)

Explanation: the polytheists act stupidly, for, they know
that their gods are slaves of Allah yet they worship them.
For instance, while performing the pilgrimage they call out:
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[(O Allah) I am here! You have no partner save they
are Your associates who are Your slaves and who
they own, all of whom You own. ]

So, Allah asks them how they associate His slaves in
Divinity with Him while they will not associate their own
slaves with them and as partners in their property.

The same topic is found in the verse:

....... (..p(..:.ﬂ \)....or-.(Ju”

{He sets forth a parable to you from yourselves. Are
those whom your right hands possess partners in
what We have provided. You with. ..}

Then why do you associate them with Me.

This is tantamount to denying Allah’s blessings when
you choose for Allah what you do not like for yourselves.

What Allah has created, you attributes to others. So,
this too is the same as denying Allah’s blessings.

Umar ibn Khattab « i <, wrote to Abu Musa Ash’ari
ws & 4+ “Be content with your earnings. Allah has made
some richer than others and this is a trial to see how they
thank Him and how they give rights of others for which
Allah has made them responsible
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(129). And Allalh has made for you mates of your

own nature, and made for you, out of them, sons and
daughters and grandchildren. And provided for your
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sustenance of the best. Will they then believe in vain
things, and be ungrateful for Allah’s favours? (16:72)

Explanation: This is yet another of Allah’s favours. He has
created mates for His creatures of the same species If they
were of another species, that would have created
difficulties. Then He caused their progeny to multiply. The
meaning of wi. (hafadatah) is grand children but it also
means servants and retinue.

Ibn Abbas ..., said that the children of a man’s wife
from her previous marriage are not his own.

Hafadah is also the person who works for someone in
the presence of others.

It also refers to the relationship of son-in-law with
some one.

All these meanings are covered here. The Qunut has an
example: ' |
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(Our effort, endeavor and service are only for you).
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(130). Allah is He Wiho brought you forth from the
wombs of your mothers when you knew nothing.
And He gave you henring and sight and intelligence
and affection, that you may give thanks (to Allah).

te

Do they not look at tie birds held poised in the midst
of (the air and) the sky? Nothing holds them up but
(the power of) Allah. Verily in this are signs for those
who believe. (16:78-79)
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Explanation: Allah is Omnipotent and knows all the
secrets of the universe. No one else knows the unseen. He
lets those whom He chooses know whatever Hi wishes to
disclose to them. It might take you time to shut your eyes

“and open them, but it does not take even so much as the

twinkling of an eye for His command to be enforced.

The fact of the Last Hour too is as easy for Him and it
will take place the moment He gives the command, it is the
same for Him to create one as to create all.

It is His favour that He brought you at from your
mother’'s womb when you were dumb. He gave you ears,
eyes and hearts. (Hearts stand for intelligence and
affection). Intelligence is expressed by heart as also brain. It
is only intelligence that points out the profitable and the
damaging. These things come to strong and sensible men in
stages, little by little, and they increase with age, till they are
perfect. The objective is that man should apply these
powers to gain awareness of Allah and to worship Him.

According to a hadith qudsi in sahih Bukhari, Allah
says, “He who antagonises My friends, declares war on Me,
No man can gain nearness to Me through any thing as he
can through abiding by what I have prescribed. Anyone
who offers plenty of optional salah gains nearness to Me
and becomes dear to Me, When I begin to love him, I
become his ears with which he hears, and his eyes with
which he sees, and his hands with which he grasps, and his

feet with which he walks. If He asks Me for anything, I give

it to him. If he prays to Mc, I grant it to him. If He seeks
refuge in Me, I let him have it. And, I do not hesitate to do
anything as I do to take the soul of a believer. He dislikes

‘death and I do not wish to dispicase him, but death is not a

thing from which a living creature can escape.”

The meaning of this hadith is that when a believer
becomes perfectly sincere and obedient then all his deeds
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are for Allah.only. He hears for Allah’s sake and sees for
Allah’s sake. He hears the religious topics and sees only
what Shari’ah has permitted him to see.

In the same way, he uses his hands and feet for Allah’s
sake and His pleasure. He places trust in Allah and he seeks
help only from Allah. All his doings are to please Allah.

According to some ahadith, “Then he hears only for
My sake and sees only for'My sake. He grasps and holds
only for My sake and walks only for My sake.”

The verse under discussion says that when he is born
to his mother, Allah gives him ears, eyes, heart and mind,
that he may thank Allah, According to another verse:
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{He is Allah Who gave you life and made for you
hearing and sight and heart, but you give little tharks.}

He alone dispersed you across the land and to Him
alone will you return.

N.ext, Allah says to His slaves that they should look at
the birds that fly in the atmosphere.. -

Next, Allah calls attention.of His slaves to the flying
birds that flutter their wings between the sky and the
earth. Allah has enabled them to fly in the air. He has
subjected the winds to them.

The same things is stated in surah al-Mulk:

{Do they not see the fliers above their heads
expanding themselves and contracting?

No one holds them except Ar-Rahman. Surely He sees
all things.

The discussion concludes here too with the words that
in this are signs for those who believe.}
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(131). He is Allah Who made your habitations homes
of rest and quiet for you and made for you out of the

- skins of animals (tents for) dwellings which you find
so light (and handy) when you travel and when you
stop (in your travels). And out of their wool, and
their soft fibres (between wool and hair) and their
hair, rich stuff and articles of convenience (to serve
you) for a time.

He is Allah who made out of the things He created,
some things to give you shade. Of the hills He made
some for your shelter. He made you garments to
protect you from heat, and coats of mail to protect
you from your (mutual) violence. Thus does He
complete His favours on you that you may bow to
His will (in Islam). (16:80-81)

‘Explanation: Of the many favours of Allah are that He
gave the children of Aadam puai homes to stay. And He
gave tents and sheds for animals to be useful during
journeys too.

The hair and wool and such other things serve various
purposes and are trade merchandise too. Garments,
carpets and other household items are made of them.

Allah has also made trees to provide shade. He has
made caves in mountains as well as forts.
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The garments are for winter and summer and to cover
youselves, and to adorn.

He gave you coats of mail and armour.

He gives you all you need. You may thus rest and be at
peace and worship your true Guardian Lord.

In the verse following (#52)

Allah says to the Prophet $8 that if they do not show
gratitude and do not believe then why should you grieve?
Leave them alone. Your duty is merely to convey the
message. You may continue to do that.

They know that only Allah gives the bounties: They
have innumerable of them with them, but they keep
denying. And they worship others than Allah. They are
disbelievers. |

According to Ibn Abu Hatim a villager met the Prophet
%8¢ who recited to him this verse that Allah has given you
houses as a repose. He said, “That is true.” Then the
Prophet £ recited that He has given you hides of animals
for tents and he said, “True!” The Prophet £} went on
reciting the verse and he confirmed every blessing. The
Prophet ¥ recited the concluding words ‘that you may
submit’ as Muslims. At these words, he stood, turned and
set to depart.

Allah then sent the revelation: They recognize the
blessing of Allah then they deny it and become ungrateful.
(16:83)
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(132). Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens
and the earth were joined together (as one unit of
creation) before We clove them asunder? We made
from water every living thing. Will they not then
beliecve? And We have set on the earth mountains
standing firm, lest it should shake with them, and We
have made therein broad highways (between
mountains) for them to pass through: that they may
receive guidance.

And We have made the heavens as a canopy well

guarded: yet do they turn away from the signs which
these things (point to)!

He is (Allah) Who created the night and the day, and
the sun and the moon: all (the celestial bodies) swim
along, each in its rounded course. (21:30-33)

Explanation: Allah’s power is complete and all-embracing.
And He is perfectly dominant. The disbelievers are
surprising: Allah is the creator of everything, yet they
worship others besides Him. In the beginning, the
heavens and the earth were joined together, one upon the
other. Allah separated them, raising the heavens above the
earths at distance and with wisdom. He created seven of
each. He let there be a hollow and space between the
lowest heaven and earth. He sent down rain from the
heaven and made the earth produce.

Allah created every living thing from water. Yet, do
they not thank the Maker on seeing the myriad things that
speak of His power and authority and umty7 Yet, do they
be polytheists?
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TN
[In everything there is for Him a sign
Pointing out that He is One.]

Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas .. & s, was asked, “Did night
precede the day, or day precede night?” He said that the
earth and heaven were a single unit in the beginning.
Clearly, there would be darkness which is called ‘night’.
Hence night preceded day.

Sayyiduna Ibn Umar « & .+, was asked this question
and he directed them to Ibn Abbas s, instructing them
to enlighten him with Ibn Abbas « & s, explanation. Ibn
Abbas w4 ., explained that heaven and earth were joined,
so there was neither rain nor production. When Allah
created the living creatutes, He (separated them and) sent
water from heaven and caused the earth to produce. The
explanation was conveyed to Ibn Umar w i, and he was
immersely pleased, saying, “I am more then ever

convinced that Abdullah possesses a very advanced
- knowledge of the Qur’an.”

He splite the heaven to make seven heavens out of it,
and so He made seven earths out of one.

Mujahid & «., also said that all seven heavens were
joined together into one and all seven earths were joined.
Then, they were put apart into seven of each.

Sa’eed said that both of them were a single unit. Then
they were separated and a hollow was put between
heaven and earth. Water was made the essence of all living
creatures.

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah « & 4, said to the Prophet
¥eht, “O Messenger of Allah, when I see you, I feel very
happy and my eyes are cooled. Do inform us of the source
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of everything.” He said, “Abu Hurayrah, all things have
their origin in water.”

According to another version, he then asked, “O
Messenger of Allah, teach me a deed that would take me to
paradise.” He said, “Offer salaam to everyone. Feed food.
And, join ties of relationship. When people are asleep in
the night, offer the salah of tahajjud. You will enter
paradise in peace.”

Mountains: Allah made earth stable by placing firm

mountains on it so that it may not shake and make living
difficult for the earthlings.

Three-fourths of the earth is water. Only one-fourth is
for the sun and air that people might see the heaven and
its amazing things.

The Merciful Allah caused paths on the land for people
to travel easily to distant lands. On the face of it, the high
mountains seem to make the other side inaccessible, but
nature has carved paths along (and on) the mountains for
people to travel to and fro.

He made the heaven like a dome over the earth. He
says, “With power and skill did we construct the
firmament for We are Who create the vastness of
space.” (51:47)

Allah also points out to the heavens above as an
adornment with stars, and without any kind of defect. The
word . (bina) is a canopy. The Prophet £¥ said, “The
bina (pillars) of Islam are five... A canopy is erected on
five pillars.

The heaven is high, well-guarded, clear. It is not
subject to damage from anywhere.
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Someone asked the Prophet %% “What is the
heaven?” He said, “Stationary wave. But people do not
need Allah’s great signs.”

There are many signs of the heaven and earth before
people but they look not, nor contemplate. The stars adorn
it. The sun moves along its course in on day and, night
around the heaven

One of the ascetics of the Banu Israil completed thirty
years of worship but he did not have a cloud giving him
shade as other ascetics were given after their worship of
thirty years. He spoke to his mother about it. She said,
“Son, during this period, you may have commiteed a sin.”
He said, “Not one! Mother.” She said, “You may have
resolved to commit one.” He said, “No, never!” She said,
“You may have looked at the heaven and removed your
sight from it without contemplating on it.” He said, “Yes,
this has been happening,” She said, “This is why!”

Next, Allah mentions some more signs of His perfect
power and calls attention to night and its darkness and to
day and its brightness, and to their coming one after the
other with proper regularity. If one decreases in length, the
other annexes that much to its length. The sun and moon
need be observed, too. The sun has its own heaven and its
movement. The moon has a different kind of cool light,
movement and style. Each along its orbit does float in
obedience to the Divine command.

Allah alone makes the morning bright and the night
peaceful. He alone determines the measure of sun and
moon. And He possesses Might, is Over-powering and
All-Knowing.
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SLaT ahi 85 ’f ”a:wﬁf‘“”t;;sgm,.x,w
( 133). Man We did create from a quintessence (of clay),

Then We placed him as (a drop of) sperm in a place of
rest, firmly fixed;

Then We made the sperm into a clot of congealed
blood. Then of that clot We made a (foetus) lump,
then We made out of that lump bones and clothed the
bones with flesh, then We developed out of it another
creature. So blessed be Allah, the Best to create!

After that, at length you will die.

- Again, on the day of judement, will you be raised up.
(23:12-16)

Explanation: Allah refers to man’s creation from dust.
- Aadam . o was created from dust- a ringing clay.
Thereafter, his children were born from his sperm. Allah
says that He created you from dust. Then He made you
men and spread you on land.

Musnad reports a hadith that Allah created Prophet
Aadam s from a fistful of dust that He collected from
all over the earth. This is why the children of Aadam have
different colours and shapes. Some of them are pious and
some are wicked.

Allah also says:

E .,1:”73 > w ’ v o, “i,, //
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{Did We not make you from a weak liguid? And
which We placed in a secure place.} (77:20-21)
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Man remains in his mother’s womb for a period of time,
changing from one condition to another and one from to
another. The sperm that is a shooting liquid that emerges
from man’s loins and woman'’s chest changes its form into a
red coloured bone. Then it changes to a lump of flesh that is
formless. Then it is given a human form with limbs.

The Prophet £%f said, “All of a man rots but not his
backbone. He is created from it and formed from it. The
bones are then covered with flesh so that they are concealed
and made strong. Then the soul is blown into him. He then
begins to breathe and is able to move with life.

Allah, the Blessed is the Best of creatures.

Sayyiduna Ali «sai -, narrated that when the sperm has
been there for four months, Allah sends an angel to it. He
blows into him a soul in three layers of darkness where he
is. This is the another creature’ mentioned in the verse:
Thus, from one condition to another and to a third within
the womb, birth follows of a child who has no
understanding ability.

He continues to grow into a young man, then a
middle-aged and then an old-aged. Then he becomes
feeble and infirm.

In short, with the blowing of the soul, these changes
begin to occur. Indeed, as-Sadiq wa al-Musdaq (the
truthful whose truth is confirmed), Prophet Muhammad
Jcht said, “For forty days, the sperm rests in the mothers’s
womb. Then for forty days it remains as a blood clot.
Another forty days it keeps as lump of flesh. Then Allah
sends an angel who breathes a soul in it and records four
things at Allah’s command:

(i) Its provision
(i) Terms of life,
(iii) Deeds, and
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(iv) Whether pious or evil.

By Him besides whom no one is worthy of worship, a
man performs deeds that make him eligible for paradise
till he is only a cubit away from it, but the decree overtakes
him and he becomes eligible for hell just before he dies by
doing deeds that make him deserve that, and he dies in
that condition. He is consigned to hell. On the other hand a
man does bad deeds till he is just-a cubit away from hell,
but decree has the better of him and he does deeds
deserving of paradise before his death and is admitted to
paradise. (Bukhari, Muslim, etc.)

Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud « s, said that when
the sperm is ejaculated in the womb, it reaches the root of
every hair and nail. After forty days it turns into a blood clot.

According to Musnad Ahmad, the Prophet £%% was in
the company of his sahabah . <; when the disbelieving
Quraysh pointed him out to a Jew visitor, saying, “He
claims to be a Prophet” He said, “I shall ask him a
question. Only a Prophet can know its answer.” He came
to the Prophet £2 and asked, “Tell me of what is a man
~ created?” He said, “The sperm of man and the ova of
woman. Man’s sperm is thick and dense. It forms bones
and muscles. The woman's ova is thin and dilute and it
makes flesh and blood:” He said, “You aré true. The
Prophet #8 before you said the same thmg

Allah’s Messenger %% said, “When the sperm is
lodged in the womb for forty days, an angel comes to it
and askes Allah, ‘O Allah, will he pious or wicked? Male
or female?’ He records the answer as also his life span and
temperament. Then, the register is closed, there being no
possibility of change whatsoever after this.

According to a hadith in Bazzar, the Prophet £ said,
“Allah has deputed an angel over the womb. He goes on
reporting, ‘O Allah, it is a sperm! O Allah, now it is a clot
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of blood! O Allah, it's turned into a lump of flesh!” when
Allah decides that it should be born, the angel asks,
“Should it be a male or a female? Wretched or fortunate?
How much provision should be allotted to it? And what
should its lifespan be?” All the answers are recorded.”

After mentiohing all these things and His power, He
says that He is the Best of all creators.

Sayyiduna Umar ibn khattab « & s, said, “In four
things I was enabled to say or do the correct thing that my
Lord said. When this verse was revealed about man being
created from ringing clay, I was enabled to exclaim: 41w
sl and these very words were revealed.

When Allah’s Messenger 2% dictated the preceding
words - Tt to Zayd ibn Thabit Ansari wé =, Mu'adh
xedl 5y exclaimed st et a Sy all of a sudden. The Prophet
¥ laughed and Mu'adh « 4 s, asked, “Why did you
laugh, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “These very words
conclude this verse!” After this first birth, you will die.
Then, on the day of resurrection, you will be created again.

Then reckoning will take place.Good and bad will be
reimbursed with reward or punishment.
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(134). And We have made, above you, seven tracts, and
We are never unmindful of (our) creation. (23:17)

Explanation: Having mentioned the creation of mankind,
the raising of the skies is taken up. It is a greater and a
heavier creation.

This is also mentioned in surah Alif Laam Meem Sajdah.
The Prophet ¥t used to recite it in the first raka’ah of fajr
on Friday. There, the creation of the heavens and earth finds
mention before that of mankind, followed by the
description of the Last Hour and.reckoning.
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The creanon of the seven heavens is mentloned (in
Surah al-Isra): -

fd.f.Jl",LlJ\

{The seven heavens and the earth and all those who
are in them declare His glory...} (17:44)

So you not see how Allah has made the seven heavens
one above the other? He created the seven heavens and
(seven) earths like that. His command comes to them so
that you may know that Allah is All-Powerful. And His
knowledge embraces all things. He is not neglectful of His
creatures.

He knows what comes down to earth and what goes
out of it, and also what descends from the heaven and rises
to it. He is with you wherever you are. He sees each deed
you do. The things high in the heaven, or hidden in the
depths of the earth; the peaks of the mountains or the
bottom of the seas are all before Him as open things.

He knows the particles of sand, the hillocks, the rocks,
the mountains, the seas, the plains, the trees.

He knows the leaves that drop from the trees and the
seed that are underground in darkness. He knows what is
in water and on land. All are in an open Book.
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(135). And We send down water from the sky
according to (due) measure, and We cause it to soak,
in the soil. And we certainly are able to drain it off
(with ease).

With it We grow for you gardens of date palms and
vines; in them have you abundant fruits and of them
- you eat (and have enjoyment)

Also a tree springing out of Mount Sinai, which
produces oil, and relish for those who use it for food.

And in cattle (too) you have an instructive example,
from within their bodies We produce (milk) for you to
drink. There are, in them, (besides) numerous (other)
benefits for you,; and of their (meat) you eat.

And on them, as well as in ships, you ride. (23:18-22)

Explanation: There are very many and uncountable
favours of Allah, but some are very great and they are
mentioned here.

He sends down rain whenever necessary and as much
as is needed, not more, not less. It is enough to keep the
fields green and production to the optimum, and enough
to drink. Also, it is according to places that accept rain or
do not tolerate it. An example is the land of Egypt. It is
soaked by the River Nile that flows through it and is
fertile. The red sand is dragged by it from Ethiopia. The
rain water brings it from there and it then stands here
making the land worth cultivation otherwise the saline
land of Egypt is inhospitable to production and farming.
Subhan Allah, The kind, the Forgiving, the Merciful Allah!
-Observe His Power and Wisdom. He causes water to stay
on land and causes the land to suck it. In this way the
seeds are quenched directly underground.
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Next Allah says that He is also able to withdraw this
blessing. He may cause the rain to fall elsewhere like
mountains and wherever it is not necessary. Or, He may
make it brackish. Then it would not be fit to drink or
irrigate or wash oneself and one’s garments. Also, He may
remove the earth’s ability to suck the water and it may
then inundate the land and cause damage. He may cause
the water to flow to far off springs and ponds and be of no
use to anyone.

Indeed, it is Allah’s favour that He sends down sweet,
drinkable water that irrigates fields and gardens all
around. Men drink and water the animals too and use it
for washing and to keep pure. Praise belongs to Allah.

The Lord of the worlds gets you your livelihood
through rain. There are green gardens and fields with
abundant fruit, flowers and other produce. They are also
good to look at and a very heart-warming sight as also
very beneficial.

These are great favours and it is not within anyone’s
power to show gratitude in a proper measure for them.
Many of the fruit are beautiful to look at and sweet to
taste. Dates'and vines are among them. Then He mentions
the trees of olive.

Tur Sayna (Mount Sina) is the mountain where Allah
spoke to Prophet Musa ,x.siak. There are small mountains
around it. In Arabis tur (,,4) is a mountain that is green and

has trees on it.
Without these things, a mountain is called ,.. (Jabal).

On the Mount Sinai, the tree of olive also produces oil.
It serves as stew.

The Prophet %% said, “Consume olive oil and apply it.
This comes from a blessed tree.” (Musnad Ahmad)
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Umar ibn Khattab 4 -, had a guest on the night of
aashurah (tenth of Muharam). He fed him brain of camel
and olive oil, Saying, “It is the oil of the blessed tree of
which Allah had mentioned to His Prophet £8z"”

The next verse speaks of the quadrupeds. Their
advantages to mankind are recalled. They drink their milk
and eat their flesh and use their wool and hair for their
clothing, etc. They also ride them and carry their burden
on them to far off places. Without them, it was nearly
impossible for them to cover long distances.

Without doubt, Allah is kind and Merciful to His
creatures. It is as He says:
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(Do they not see that We have created for them-
among the things that Our hands have fashioned-
cattle that they own? And We have subdued these to
them, so some of them they eat. And-therein for thein
are (other) benefits and drinks (of milk). Will they not
give thanks?} (36:71-73)

Apart from these conveyances of land, there are means
of transport by sea.
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(136). He is (Allah) Who has created for yoil (the
faculties of hearing,  sight,  feeling, - and
understanding. Little thanks is that you give.

And He has multiplied you through the earth, and to
Him shall you be gathered back. He is the One Who
gives life and causes to die. And to Him is due the
alternation of night and day. Will you not then
understand?

Rather, they say things similar to what the ancients
had been saying.

They say, “What! When we die and become dust and
bones could we realy be raised up again?

Such things have been promised to us and to our
fathers before! They are nothing but tales of the
ancients!” (23:78-83)

Explanation: These verses are preceded by Allah’s words
that He seized them with chastisement because of their
insolence and peristing audacity, for, neither they creased
to disbelieve nor they humbled themselves before Allah
and they did not entreat. This is a Allah says elsewhere:

IR AACIAVR eI RE

{Then why did they not, when Our might came upon
them, humble themselves? But, their hearts were
hardened and Satan made it alluring to them... } (6:43)

Ibn Abbas s, said that this verse speaks of the dry
period of draught that had afflicated the Quraysh because
of their disbelief in the Prophet %% Then Abu Sufyan
came to the Prophet ¥¥f complaining of draught. He
adjured him by Allah and pleaded with him citing their
relationships, saying, “We have been driven to eat dung
and blood.” (Nasa’i)
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According to the two sahih Books the Prophet $%t was
fed up with the persecution at the hands of the Quraysh
and their mischief, so he had cursed them, “O Allah, let
them have a dry spell like the draught of seven years
during the time of Yusuf ;.

Ibn Abu Hatim .., reports this tradition about Wahb
ibn Munabbih 4+, [He was put in prison, A young man
who was also there with him offered to recite poetry to
him to while away the time. He said, “We are undergiving
Allah’s punishment and the Qur’an speaks ill of such men
who do not humble themselves before Allah even at such a
time.” Then, he fasted three days continuously and was
asked why he did not have iftar each evening. He said, “A
novel thing has come. up from here”, meaning
imprisonment “So I too did a new thing” meaning, did not
break fast each evening and made excess in worship.]

Suddenly, punishmenf came upon them that they had
not expected. They lost all hope. .

The next verse (meaning, the first of this discussion)
calls attention to Allah’s blessings of hearing, sight and
heart which is mind and understanding. You may thus
ponder and declare Allah’s unity. However, every increase
in blessing brought up a corresponding decrease in
gratitude. It is as Allah says that though you may cherish
vet most have no faith.

Next Allah points out to His mighty dominion and
power. Having created men, He scattered them over earth
and will bring them together on the day of resurrection.
He will resurrect everyone He had created the first time
and no one will be spared.

Allah’s command causes day and night to pursue on
another according to a regular routine. The sun does not
overtake the moon and the night never oversteps the day.
Have you not enough sense to recognize this sign and



Scattered Pearls vol.9 441

know thereby the unity of Allah and be convinced of His
Might and knowledge?

The disbelievers are the same all the time. They have the
same question always: we shall die and our bones will
decay and rot. Will we be resurrected even then? We cannot
understand it. We have never seen any dead man coming
back to life although we are told that the dead will be
resurrected and our forefathers were told the same thing.

According to another verse when they ask this
question they will be told that what they consider to be
impossible will happen at just ‘one single shout’ (37:19).
Everyone will assemble at one place on the day of requital.

The same question is mentioned in surah Yasin. Does
not man see that we created him from a sperm-drop... yet
he strikes a similitude for Us... {Say, “He shall revive them
Who originated them the first time. He is the knower of
every creation.} (36:77-79)
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(137). Say, “To Wiont belong the earth and all

beings therein? If you know!

They will say, “To Allah!” Say, “Yet will you not
receive ndmonition?” S

Say, “Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and tie
Lord of the throne supreme?”

They will say, “(They belong) to Allah.” Say, “Will
you not then be filled with awe?”
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Say: "Who is it In whose hands is the governance of
all things,- who protects (all), but is not protected (of

any)? (say) if ye know."

They will say, "(It belongs) to Allah." say: "Then
How are ye deluded?" (23:84-89)

Explanation: Allah establishes His unity and the fact that
He is the Creator, the Master, florious and Exalted. Only
He is worthy of worship. He is One and has no partner. He
instructs His Messenger #8 to ask the polytheists about it
and they would confirm that He is the Lord without any
partner. “Then, why is He not the only One worthy of
worship? Why worship others too?”

Actually, they know that their deities are also a
Creation, created by Allah, but they continue to adore them
in the hope that they will get for them nearness to Allah.

Again, Allah instructs His Prophet #% to ask them
who is the Lord of the heavens and earth and the throne
and all things. They will again concede, “ Allah!”

The Prophet #%t had described the , throne, saying,
“Allah is Majestic and Glorious. His -throne js in the
“heavens like this...” and he described it with his hands as
a dome. (Abu Dawud)

According to a hadith, all seven heavens and seven
earths and every creation therein are like a ring in a barren
plain relative to the Kursi (chair). And the kursi with all
that is has is the same (ring in a barren plain) relative to
the arsh (the throne).

Sorme of the predecessors said that the two sides of the
throne are apart from one another, so much away as
would take fifty thousand years to travel (from end to
end). And, it is as much away from the seventh earth. The
arsh is so called because of its height.



Scattered Pearls vol.9 — 443

Ka'b Ahbar .. ., reported that, relative to the arsh,
the heaven is like a chandlier between heaven and earth.

Mujahid 4., said that, relative to the arsh, the heaven
and earth are like a ring lying in a vast open treeless plain.

Ibn Abbas .., said that no one other than Allah can
describe the size and greatness of the arsh (throne).

Some predecessors say that the throne is made of red
ruby.

Ibn Mas'ud w4, said, “There is no day or night with
your Lord. The light of His throne is from His
countenance.

Reverting to the verses, when asked about the Lord of
the throne and the heaven, they would offer the same
answer, “Allah is their Lord!” So, ask them (O Prophet
K4, “Why then do you not fear His punishment when
you ascribe partners to Him?”

[Imam Abu Bahr Ibn Abu Dunya 4 ., has cited a
hadith in his kitab ut-tafakkar wa al-I'tibar that the
Prophet #8% said often that during the jahiliyah (pre-
Islamic days), a women used to grase sheep-on.a mountain
peak. Her son used to be with her: One day, he asked her,
“Mother, who created you?” She said, “Allah”. He asked,
“And my father who created him?” She said, “Allah
created him.” Then he asked about himself and she replied
as before. The boy then asked about the heaven, earth and
mountains, one by one, and at each question, she said,
“Allah.” Then he asked about their sheep and got the same
answer. the boy then exclaimed, “Subhan Allah, how
Glorious is Allah!” He was so overawed by Allah’s
Greatness that he trembled and fell down from the
mountains and died.} -

The next question to be asked of them: who is the king
of all dominion and authority over every thing?
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Generally, the Prophet £ took an oath in these words:
“By Him Who has my soul in His hand!”

And when he had to emphasise, he said:
“By Him Who owns the hearts and Who turns them!”

The next question is:"Who gives protection to all and
no one can violate the protection given by Him? And, on
one else can give protection? And He is not dependent on
anyone’s protection?” This means: Who is such a great
Master and Owner Who has all creation dominion and
kingdom in His hand?

It was the custom among the Arabs that if the chief of a
tribe extended protection to anyone then all its memebers
were bound to respect it. But, if one its members took
anyone in his protection, the chief was not bound to
respect or honour it.

Here, Allah’s greatness is ‘mentioned, He is the
Absolute Powerful Master of all. No one can alter His
decision on put off His command No one can question
Him about anything. Not even a leaf can shake without
His wish. He may call an explanatxon from anyone
question Him. His might, greatness, supremacy, authority,
power, wisdom, justice-are unlimited and without
comparison, unique. All the creatures are answerable to
Him and helpless before Him...

The answer that they have is nothing but to submit that
only Allah is the great king, the absolute Authority. Then
what has overtaken them that, in spite of this acceptance,
they go on worshipping others? |

We have brought to them the truth and clearly
mentioned the unity of the Lord sustainer and also the
divine unity. We have presented correct evidences and
explanation and we have disclosed their falsehood that
they falsely ascribe pariners to Allah as their own
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confirmation of Allah shows. They have no proof for |
calling on others besides Allah-as is asserted at the end of
this surah.

They merely stick to what their forefathers followed as
they themselves used to say.
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(138). Did you then think that We had created you in
jest, and that you would not be brought back to Us
(for account)?

Therefore exalted be Allah, the King, the Reality.
There is no god but He, the Lord of the throne of
honour! (23:115- 116)

Explanation: Allah's Messenger ¥$% said that when the
inmates of paradise and the denizens of hell reach their
destinations, Allah, the Exalted, will ask the believers, “How
long did you stay in paradise?” They will say, “A day or half
of it!” Allah will tell them that they have been very fortunate
to have achieved that much in such a short time.

Then Allah will put the same question to the people of
hell and they will give a similar answer as the believers had
given. Allah will say to them, “Your trading has been very
unprofitable to you. In a very short time you have suffered a
heavy loss and earned My displeasure and hell forever.”

(This far concerned the earlier verses 23:112-114) the
commentary on the present verses (115-116) continues.

Allah asks if they supposed that He created them for
no purpose at all. Is it all play? Are you to be like animals

pranking about? Would there be no reckoning?
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You have a wrong notion. The fact is that all of you are
created to worship Allah and to obey Him. '

Then, do you imagine that you would not return to Us?
This too is a wrong notion. It is like the verse!

DL ISP L
{Does man think that he will be left uncontrolled
(without purpose)?} (76:36) |

Far above this is Allah that He would do anything
without purpose, create and undo in vain. He is the true
King and is Free of such frivolous ideas, No one is worthy
of worship besides Him. He is the Owner of the great
throne that covers the entire creation like a canopy. He is
very kind and Excellent, Good to see. He says: We created
in the earth every beautiful pair.

The Khalifah Umar ibn Abdul Aziz .., said in the last
sermon that he delivered. He praised and glorified Allah
and said, “O you people! You are not created for no
purpose at all and you are not left to yourself.

Meaningless, Remember, there is an appointed day on
which Allah will Himself judge and give command. He
who is deprived of Allah’s mercy and put away from
paradise will be at a loss and is unfortunate. The breadth
of paradise is like all the earths and heavens. Do you not
know that tomorrow he will be safe from punishment who
has in his heart today fear of that day, the day of
resurrection, and who gives up this fleeting world for the
abiding hereafter. He spends lavishly to get that. Look!
Those before you have perished and you now represent
them. You two will be eliminated. Others will replace you
and this is to continue till the entire world will be wound
up. All people will come before the Best of Inheritors.
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O you people! Consider! Day by day you are drawing
near your death. You are going on your feet towards
your grave... your time is getting over.

You will be buried in pits where you will have no
bedding and no pillow. Your friends and companions will
be separated from you and reckoning will commence. You
will have your deeds but what you leave behind belongs to
others. You will depend on pieties and be punished for sins.

O slaves of Allah, fear Allah... Be prepared for the
reckoning.”

Having said that, he began to weep. He put the edge of
his covering sheet on his face and sobbed. The audience
also sobbed loudly.

According to Ibn Abu Hatim aiu., in his compilation, a
man who was pestered by a jinn came to Abdullah ibn
Mas'ud 4 4t ;. He recited the verses from... ,.it to the
end of the surah in his ears (115 to 118). The man
recovered. When the Prophet &% was told of this, he
asked,” Abdullah, what did you recite to him?” When He
disclosed it, the Prophet £ said, “By reciting these verses
in His ears, you have burnt him down. By Allah if a
believer recites these verses with firm belief on a mountain
then that too, will move from its position.”

Abu Nu'aym & .., transmitted that the Prophet £
sent an army, instructing them to recite every morning and
evening: (versel15)
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Did ye then think that we had created you in ]est, and

that ye would not be brought back to us (for ccount)?
(24:115)
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The Prophet 8% said, “My ummah will be safe from
drowm’ng if they recite on boarding the ships:
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(139). If anyone invokes, besides Allah, any other
god, he has no authority therefor; and his reckoning .
will be only with his Lord! And verily the unbelievers
will fail to win through.

So say, “O my Lord! Grant forgiveness and mercy!
For, You are the Best of those who show mercy!”
(23:117-118)

Explanation: Allah warns the polytheists painting out to
the lack of evidence in their support. Their reckoning will
be before. Allah and they are not to get deliverance.

The Prophet ¥ asked one man, “Who all do you
worship?” He named Allah and certain others. The Prophet
X3t asked, “Which of them do you know will help you in
your difficulties?” He said, “Only Allah, Mighty, Glorious.”
The Prophet #8% asked, “Then why do you need the others?
Is Allah not enough for you?” He said, “I cannot say about
that but I hope to thank Him perfectly by worshipping the
others too.” The Prophet £%% said, “ Allah is Glorified! What
ignorance with knowledge! You know yet you pretend not

to know!” He had no answer and no excuse but to give in,
so he became a Muslim.
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Thereafter, he used to say that the Prophet asdne
convinced him that he should believe. ’

The last verse teaches a prayer. The word (ghafara),
when it is absolute, means: ‘to erase sins and conceal them
from the people’ And, i., (rahmah) means: ‘to keep
steadfast on the straight path and enable to observe good
speech and good deeds.”
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(140). See you not that He is Allal whose praises all
beings in the heavens and on earth do celebrate, and
the birds (of the air) with wings outspread? Each one
knows its own (mode of) prayer and praise. And

- Allah knows well all that they do. To Allah belongs
the dominion of the heavens and the earth; and to
Allal is the final goal (of all). (24:41- 42)

Explanation: Mankind, jinns the angels, and the animals
recite Allah’s praise and glorify Him. In fact, the inanimate
objects also do the same.

Elsewhere, too, in the Qur'an the same thing is stated:

all the seven heavens and earths and whatever is in them
all glorify Allah.

Everyone of them Allah taught the tasbih most suitable to
their class. He also taught them the mode of salah appropriate
to them. They are all different from each other class.

Nothing is out of Allah’s knowledge. He is the All-
Knowing and All-Seeing, Master of all.

On the day of resurrection, all will be presented before
Allah and He wall decide the case of everyone.
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He alone is Worthy of praise.
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(141). See you not that Allah makes the clouds move
genily, then joins them together, then makes them
tnto a heap? - Then will you see rain issue forth from
their midst. And, He sends down from the sky
mountan masses (of clouds) wherein is hail. He
strikes therewith whom He please and He turns it
away from whom He pleases. The vivid flash of
lightning wellnigh blinds the sight.

He 1s Allalt Who alternates the night and the day.
Verily in these things is an instructive exaniple for
those who have vision. (24:43-44)

Explanation: the initial light (one-layer) clouds pile up and
become heavy, dense large combinations. Then they pour
down rain. Winds blow and they make the earth worth
while. Again, the winds raise up the clouds and pile them
up and they pour down rain.

The mountain masses of clouds of hail rain them on earth.

Allah sends rain and hail where He likes with His
mercy. They do not pour down where Allah does not like
them to fall.

It could also mean that hail might destroy some crop at
Allah’s will. Those on whom Allah is Merciful are safe
from hail.

Lightning too is very strong and it nearly takes away
some eve ciohts
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Days and nights are in His power. He prolongs one
and shortens the other.

These are signs that demonstrate His power. He says
that these things- creation of heaven and earth changes to
day and night are lessons for the intelligent.
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(142). And Allah has created every animal from
water. Of them there are some that creep on their
bellies. Some that walk on two legs. And some that
walk on four. Allah creates what He wills. For, verily
Allah has power over all things. (24:45)

Explanation: Allah created a varying number of creatures
from (one and) the same water.

Reptiles creep on their bellies. Men and birds walk on
their two feet that they have. Animals and quadrupeds
walk on all fours.

Allah is All-Powerful. He does what He will and likes.
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- (143). We have indeed sent down signs that make
things manifest and Allah guides whom He wills to a
way that is straight. (24:46)

Explanation: Allah has mentioned these wise commands
and bright examples in the Qur'an. He has enabled the
intelligent to understand them. He shows the straight path
to whom He wills and guides him along it.
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(144). Blessed is He Who sent down the criterion to

His servant, that it may be an admonition to all
creatures.

He to whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and
the earth: No son has He begotten, nor has He a
partner in His dominion. He created all things and
ordered them in due proportions. (25:1-2)

Explanation: Allah mentions His mercy that the creatures
may know His greatness. He revealed the Qur'an to His
servant Prophet Muhammad £ He has mentioned His
praise in the beginning of surah al-Kahf with the same
attribute, that He is Blessed. He has used the word gy
nazzala which implies ‘sending down again and again’. It
is as He says:

I3 odolssasis degsaiiois

The word y; (anzala) is used for the earlier Books, but
Js (naazala) for this last Book, because the earlier Books
were revealed all together but the Qur'an was revealed
little by little as and when necessary.

The people could thus find it easy to practice and their
hearts could be conditioned to believe it.

The disbelievers did ask why the Qur'an was not
revealed all together. The answer is {that We may
strengthen your heart thereby. And We have rehearsed it
to you as a well-arranged gradual rehearsal. .. } (25:32)

This is why it is called Furgan. It makes truth distinct
from falsehood and guidance from misguidance between
good and bad, and lawful and unlawful.
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The next words describe the Prophet %% to. Whom the
Qur’an was revealed.He is one who is constantly engaged
in Allah’s worship and is His devoted,sincere servant. This
epithet (of servant) is the most supreme, and it is why
whenever great favours are recounted, the Prophet ¥z is
described with this epithet. Examples are the mention of
mi'raj (ascension to the heaven on a night).
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{Glorified be He who carried the servant by night
from the sacred mosque to the remote mosque (of
Jerusalem)...} (17:1) - And when Allah’s servant
stands in worship of Allah...

The same epithet is mentioned when revelation is refered
to and when the coming of the angels to him is stated.

The next words direct the Prophet £%% that the noble
Book is revealed to him that he might become an
admonisher to all creatures. (The translation attributes the
Pronoun to the Book- it may admonish.”) It is a Book of
perfect wisdom and guidance. It is:

Mufassal muazzam, mubin, muhkam.

No falsehood can come at it from any side. It is sent
down by the wise and praise worthy Allah.

The Prophet £t is instructed to propagate in all over
the worlds; He should warn everyone of Allah’s
punishment. His mission is to all who are under the sky
and on the surface of the earth. He himself made it clear
that he is sent to every human being whatever his colour.
And he said, “I have been given five things which no
Prophet before me was given. One of these is that hitherto
every Prophet was sent to his own people, but I am sent to
(all of them) the entire world.”

The Qur’an too says:
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{Say, O mankind! Surely 1 am the Messenger of
Allah to you all.} (7:158) -

The next verse says that He who revealed the Qur’an
and sent His Messenger is Allah. He is the only Master of
heavens and earth. He simply says that which He intends to
do, “Be!” and it transpires at that very moment. He gives
life and causes death. He has no children and no partner.
All are His creatures whom He sustains. He is the Creator,
Owner, Lord, Sustainer and worthy of worship of all.

He determines everything in due proportion.
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(145). Yef lave they taken, besides Him, gods that can
create nothing but are themselves created. They have no
control of luirt or good to themselves, nor can they
control death nor life nor resurrection. (25:3)

Explanation: The ignorance of the polytheists is that. they
ignore the Creator and adore false gods who cannot create
even a wing of a mosquito. They themselves are Allah’s
creation. If they cannot do good to themselves how may
they help or harm others? They have no say no death and
resurrection.

Only Allah is the Creator. He gives life and death and
will resurrect all creatures on the day of resurrection. It is
the same for Him to create one or all, to recreate one or all.
His command takes effect in a moment:

It will be only one call and all creatures will stand
before Him. This is also stated in another verse. -
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He is the true God. There is no one else worthy of
worship. Nothing can happen if He does not wish it to
happen.

He is Independent. He has no parents, no children, no
peer, no minister, no associate. He is One. (see surah al-lkhlas
#112).
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(146). Have you not turned your vision to your
Lord? How He does prolong the shadot! If He willed
He could miake it stationary! Them do We make the
sun its guide.

Then We draiwo it in towards ourselves a contraction
by easy stages.

And He is (Allah) Who makes the night as a robe for
you, and sheep as repose. And makes the day (as it
were) a resurrection. (25:45-47)

Explanation: Signs of Allah’s existence and power are being
mentioned. He creates many and diverse things. He causes
the shadow to increase in length. It is said to be from dawn
to sunrise. He could have made it keep one length.

If He made the night perpetual over you, none could
bring the day... or, if He were to make the day

perpetual over you, none could bring you the nights.
(see verses 28:71 and 72),

Everything is known by its opposite. The sun is behind
the shade or the shade is behind the sun. Gradually, then
man draws the shade or the sun towards himself. As one
shortens, the other lengthens and this change happens
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rapidly. Then there is no shadow anywhere, except under
shelters or trees...

Allah made the night for rest. It conceals you. Allah
says: By the night and what it covers.

Allah made sleep a means of rest and peace. All
movement is stopped and tiredness is removed.

Then as day comes people arise and disperse to work.
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(147). And He is (Allah) Who sends the winds as
heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy, and
We send down pure water from the sky.

That with 1it, We may give life to a dead land, and
slake the thirst of things We have created- cattle and
men in great numbers.

And we have distributed the (water) amongst them,
in order that they may celebrate (our) praise, but
most men are averse (to aught) but (rank)
ingratitude. (25:48-50)

Explanation: Before rain, the winds Blow heralding tidings
of rain. These winds have some peculiarities. Some carry
the clouds, some impregnate them, some move them, some
are dry and moist ... they bring Allah’s mercy to the
people.

Some winds condition the land beforehand...
Allah sends down pure, clean water from heaven.

Thabit Bunani 4., went out with Abu Al-Aaliyah dt.,
during rain in Busra whose roads were very dirty during
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those days. He offered salah on that road and Thabit .,
raised his eyebrows. So, Abu Al-Aaliyah diu., said that the
pure water of heaven has purified it Allah says: We send
down pure water from the sky.

Sa’eed ibn Musayyid .t ., said that Allah has sent it
down pure. Nothing can make it impure.

Abu Sa’eed khudri « & s, said that the Prophet U
was asked, “May we make ablution with the water of Bi'r
Buda’as?” It is a well in which impurities and dog’s flesh,
etc. were thrown. He said, “Water is pure. Nothing makes
it impure.”

Once conversation in the assembly of Abdul Malik ibn
Marwan touched the subject of water. Khalid ibn Yazid ...,
a said, “Some water is from the heaven. Some water is
what the cloud drinks from the ocean and thunder and
lightning make it sweet, but it does not get the earth to
grow anything. However, water from the heaven helps in
growth of crop, etc.”

Ikrimah & 4., also said that heavenly water is good for
crop-“each drop of it.” Or, they grow pearls in the ocean. It
1St 3 it gup 04 (ON land wheat and in sea pearl).

Next, Allah says in the verse that He rejuvenate with it
unproductive, barren and dry land. It turns green and
fresh. It is as Allah says:
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{Then when We send down upon it water, it stirs and
swells and grows every kind of beautiful lerb...}
(22:5 and 41:39)

Apart from that, the water is drunk by men and
animals. Their fields and gardens are irrigated with it.
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Elsewhere, the Qur'an says that Allah brings them
water even after they have despaired of getting it. And,
“observe signs of His mercy, how He revives dead land.”

Allah says that clouds come overhead but they burst
only where He wants them to rain, there is wisdom and
[ove in it.

Ibn Abbas w4, said that never is a year without rain
compared to another year, but Allah sends it wherever He
likes it and turns it away from wherever He likes. Men
ought to have believed and been convinced of Allah’s
power to resurrect on seeing these signs. It should also be
known that rain is withdrawn because of our sins. We
should give up sins. But, instead of doing so, the people
display utmost ingratitude.

According to a hadith in Ibn Abu Hatim, the Prophet
#2 said to Jibril ,sas, “I wish to know something about
the clouds.” He introduced to him the angel deputed over
the clouds. He said, “We get Allah’s command to drop rain
at certain places a certain amount of drops. We obey that
command.” Some people show disbelief in matters of rain
by attributing it to stars.

According to a sahih’s hadith, once when it had rained,
Allah’s Messenger s asked his sahabah .= <, “Do you
know what your Lord says?” they said, “Allah and His
Messenger only knows.” He said that Allah says, “Many of
My slaves became believers in Me and many turned
unbelievers. Those who said that it rains because of Allah’s
mercy have indeed believed in Me, and rejected the stars,
those who attribute rain to stars, disbelieve in Me and are
believers in stars.”
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(148). Had il been QOur will We could have sent a
warner to every centre of population.

Therefore, listen not to the unbelievers, but strive
against them with utmost strenuousness of the

(Qur'an).

He is (Allah) Who has let free the two bodies of
flowing water: one palpable and sweet, and the other
salt and bitter. Yet has He made a barrier between
them, a partition that is forbidden to be passed.

He is (Allal)) Who has created man from water. Then
has He established relationships of lineage and

marriage, for, your Lord has power (over all things).
(25:51-54)

Explanation: Allah the Exalted could have sent a Prophet to
every habitation. But, He sent only one Messenger to the
entire world with instruction to preach to the peoples all
over. So, he was to admonish them and warn those who
disbelieve that their destination is hell. He was to make the
people of Makkah and its surroundings aware and to tell all
the people, “I am Allah’s Messenger to all of you.”

This is also in a hadith of Bukhari and Muslim. All the
earlier Prophets were sent to their own people but he is
sent to all mankind.

The next words forbid obedience to the disbelievers
and prescribe a jihad against them. Another verse is:
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The Prophet ¥8it is ordered to wage jihad against the
infidels and the hypocrites. (66:9)

The next verse calls attention to two kinds of water.
They do not encroach into one another and each has its
own use.

The tides also rise and fall during every month
according to the moon’s waxing and waning.

The Prophet 8% was asked whether ablution could be
made with sea water. He said that its water is pure and its
dead is lawful food.

The two seas are as though separated with a wall. They
keep to their sides and retain their individual properties.

So, which of Allah’s blessings will you deny? He made
the earth peaceful and stable and placed rivers and seas in
it and also raised mountains on it. Is there another god
with Him? Most of the polytheists are ignorant.

The last verse says that man is made of a sperm... and
is created with good proportions with a sound lineage and
marriage relationship.

Allah’s power is for you to observe,

”
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(149). Yet do they worship, besides Allah, things that
can neither profit them nor harm them. And the
misbeliever is a helper (of evil), against his own Lord.

And We sent you only to give glad tidings and
admonition.

Say, “No reward do I ask of you for it but this: that each
one who will may take a (straight) path to his Lord.”

And put your trust in Him Who lives and dies not,
and celebrate His praise, and enough is He to be
acquainted with the faults of His servants.

- He Who created the heavens and the earth and all
that is between in six days, and is firmly established
on the throne. Allah, Most Gracious, ask, then, about
Him of any acquainted (with such things). (2555-59)

Explanation: The idolaters are ignorant. They worship
idols and without evidence continue to adore them,
though they can neither benefit nor harm them. The mere
argument of the idolaters is that their forefathers had been
engaged in idol-worship. So they antagonize Allah and
His Messenger £ hoping that their false gods would
help them. But, finally, the men of Allah will triumph.
Allah will help the believers.

The devil merely tempts the disbelievers against
Muslims and prompts into their hearts hatred of Allah,
and love of polytheism.

In the next words Allah tells His Messenger %% that
He has sent him to give glad tidings té the believers and as
a warner to the infidels. He was asked to convey glad
tidings of paradise to the obedient and warn those who
disobey of punishment in hell.

- He was instructed to let the people know that he
claimed no reimbursement from them for his preaching.
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His only intention is to obtain Allah’s pleasure, and his
wish was to guide the people.

He is asked to place trust in Allah Who is Eternal,
Ever-living, Who will never die, Who is the first and the
Last, the obvious and the Hidden, and knower of
everything. He 1is ever abiding, the Living, the
selfsubisting, Owner of all things, and the Exalted Lord.
Regards Him as your Hope. He is One whom we must
trust and turn to Him in all difficulty. He suffices and He
is the Helper, the Supporter, the Giver of victory.

The Prophet £¥% is told to convey what has been
revealed to him. “If you do not do that then you have not
discharged the duty of your office. Allah will protect you
from the evil intentions of the people.”

In one of the streets of Madinah, Salman « & -,
prostrated himself to the Prophet ¥ So, he said, “O
Salman, do not prostrate yourself before me. Only He
deserves prostration Who lives forever and will never die.
Go on glorifying and Praising Him.” So, in obedience to
him, Salman «a <, used to say always:

CRERHSFATIIEL
Worship only Allah. Trust Him only.
The Qur’an says:
ORRH NS oS PV RN I
{The Lord of the east and the west. There is no God
but He. So take Him for (your) Guardian.} (73:9)

Worship Him alone and trust in Him.

PProclaim that we are slaves of Ar-Rahman and we trust
Him.
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The words of His creatures are not unknown to Him.

Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. He is the
Creator, Owner, Over-Powering. He alone gives
sustenance to every living creature. He created the heavens
and the earth in six days and then turned to the throne.
The consequences of every planning are from Him alone

and at His command and ordering. His decision is always
true and correct.

He, Who is aware of Allah and of His attributes,
should be asked about Allah’s Majesty. Obviously, the
Prophet ﬂh‘,’ was the one perfectly aware of Allah’s Being
and His attributes. He is the absolute chief of all the
children of Aadam s« in both the worlds. He never said
even a single word on his own. Whatever he said was at
Allal’s command. Every attributes of his Lord that the
Prophet %% described is true and whatever news he
conveyed are all true. He alone is the true imam.

All disputes can be reconciled only at his command.
Whoever reports his saying is true and who speaks against
him is accursed no matter who is. Allah’s word is clearly
and truly upheld that: if you wrangle on anything then
refer it to Allah and His Messenger £3%

Allah says that the decision on your disputes in Allah’s.

And, He says: the words of your Lord, that are ture
news and just in command and prohibition, have been
enforced. It is said that this refers to the Qur’an.

The (idolators and) polytheists used to prostrate
themselves before others. When it was said to them:
prostrate yourselves before Ar-Rahman, they ask,

“And what is Ar-Rahman? ... it increases thetr
aversion. (25:60)

They reject Ar-Rahman as Allah’s name. It is like the
account of Hudaybiyah. The Prophet £ said to the scribe
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(who was writing the peace document), “Write v ... A s
(Bismillahir Rahman ir Rahim). But, the idolaters
protested, “We do not know Ar-Rahman or Ar-Rahim, Our
custom is to say .u o (Bismika Allahuma), so write it.”
(The Prophet £8}#" s words mean: In the name of Allah,
the Beneficent, the Merciful, and the idolaters’ words
mean: In the name of Allah.)

So, this verse was revealed:
: b L S - 3 ;’;
ceeen G381 5

(Say: Call upon Allah, or call upon Ar-Rahman...
His are the most Beautiful names...} (17:110)

He is Allah and He is Ar-Rahman.

The idolaters protested, “Shall we go in for that
because you say so?” their hatred increased.

As against this, the believers worship Allah who is Ar-
Rahman, Ar-Rahim. They regard only Him as worthy of
worship and they prostrate themselves to Him alone.

Tr
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(150). Blessed is He who mde constellations in the
skies, and placed therein a lamp and a moon giving
light. And, He is (Allah) Who made the night and the
day to follow one another: for such as have the will to

celebrate His praises or to show their gratitude.
(25:61-62)

Explanation: Allah is Omnipotent, He made the buryj in
the heavens. These may mean the constellations of large
stars, or they may be the guarding posts. But, the first
opinion is more correct. Perhaps even the constellations
are the guarding posts. |
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Another verse says: We adorned the lowest heaven
with stars. It is like: We made the sparkling light-which is
the sun.

And Allah made the moon that gives light, more than
other lights but less than the sun’s.

Prophet Nuh .4 said to his people, “Do you not see
that Allah has made seven heavens one above the other
and made the moon a light and the sun a lamp?”

Day and night follow one another. This is Allah’s
decree that they follow. He said this at another place too.

And, elsewhere He said that the night covers the day
and seeks it rapidly. Neither the sun overtakes the moon
nor the night outstrips the day. The believers know the
time of their prayers through this arrangement.

‘ If you miss any deed at night, complete it during the
day. And, any deed that you could not do in the day,
redeem it in the night.

Allah spreads His hand at night so that the sinner
during day time may make repentance at night.

One day, Umar ws.i <, was late in offering the salah of
duha. When asked about it, he said that he had not been
able to complete his night's rota, so he decided to make
amends during the day. Then he recited this verse.

> (s
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(151). Or, Who guides you through the depths of
darkness on land and sea, and who sends the winds
as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy?
(can there be another) god besides Allah? High 1s
Allah above what they associate with Him. (27:63)
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Explanation: Allah has placed such marks in the heaven
and on earth that one has lost his way may get back on the
right track whether he is on land or in sea.

It is as Allah says that people find their way by the
stars...

Before the clouds pour rain, cool winds blow. People
know of the impending rain by them.

No one else can do it besides Allah. No one has the
power and He is free of all kinds of associates.

dﬂ:j m‘f’a) bm‘r)‘ajog/hi jitiéuiﬁ,’d:))
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(152). Your Lord does create and choose as He
pleases: no choice have they (in the matter). Glory to
Allah! And far is He above the partners they ascribe
(to Him)!

And your Lord knows all that their hearts conceal
and all that they reveal.

And He is Allah: there is no god but He. To Him be
praise at the first and at the last. For Him is the

command. And to Him shall you (all) be brought
back. (28:68-70)

Explanation: Creator of the entire universe and Possessor
full authority is Allah. There is no one to dispute with
Him, to share with Him or to help Him. He does what He
wishes. What He wishes happens and what He does not
wish will not happen.

Ibn Abbas .4 ., and others reported that this verse is
based on Allah’s unity in creating everthing, ordaining
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destination and decree and absolute authority. He has no
peer at all. The verse concludes with this assertion.

Allah knows the thoughts concealed in hearts and
minds exactly as open sayings are known to Him. Nothing
is hidden from Him in the night or in the day.

He is the One God. There is no one besides Him, to
whom the creatures may take their damands and to whom
they might plead, there is no one, besides Him, in whom
they might place hope.

- Whatever He does is praiseworthy and He is Just and
wise. No one can undo His commands or put off His
intentions.

All of you will be brought to Him on the day of
resurrection. He will reward the pious and punish the
wicked on this day, and judge between the creatures.

Sre o) o35 3 V0 3G A bt sz G 23551 )3
Qjmw Mu,ii,’..)’d..u(.u: Py

(153). Say, “See you! If Allah were to make the day
perpetuanl over you to the day of judgement, what god

is there other than Allah Who can give you a night in
which you can rest? Will you then not see?” (28:72)

Explanation: It is Allah’s favour on you that, without any
effort on your part, He causes night and day to follow one
another will perpetual regularity. If you had only night, or
only day, you would become utterly helpless.

But, alas! You pay no heed. Admonition falls on decaf

ears. You hiave eyes but you do not see these signs and
favours of A'lah.
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(154). It is out of His mercy that He has made for you
night and day- that you may rest therein, and that
you may seek of His grace - and in order that you
may be grateful. (28:73)

Explanation: another of Allah’s favours is that He created
both night and day. The night is for rest and the day for
work to seek livelihood, for travel, for business and for
agriculture.

You must, therefore, be grateful to your true Lord and
worship Him in the day and in the night, and seek His
forgiveness. These signs are that you take a lesson.

@SS VDR EI815 " o 39s0hnifon:
(155).To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens

and the earth, when He decrees a matter, He says to
it, “Be”, and it is. (2:117)

Explanation: This verse and the preceding verse reject the
opinion of the Christians and their likes among the Jews
and polytheists and idolaters. They attribute children to
Allah. They are told that Allah alone is the Creator, Lord,
Sustainer and Guardian. He cannot have a son - neither
Uzayr st nor Eesa siiuk. So, too, the angels are not His
daughters. He has no consort, no equal and no partner -
indeed, no one is like Him.

{They say: “The compassionate has taken to Himself a
son.” Certainly you have brought a thing hideous! (At it)
the heavens are willnigh to burst and the earth to splite
asunder, and the mountains to fall down in ruins, that they
should ascribe to the compassionate a son. And it behaves
not the compassionate that He should take to Himself a
son. None is there in the heavens and the earth but he
comes to the compassionate as a servant. Certainly He has
comprehended them all, and has enumerated them with
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(exact) numbering. And everyone of them shall come tq
Him on the day of resurrection, all alone.} (19:88-95)

A slave cannot be a son and this entire surah too is
devoted to denial of it
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{Say, “The truth is that Allah is One. Allah is
Besought of all, needing none. He neither begot
anyone, nor was He begotten. And equal to Him has
never been any one.} (112:1-4)

There are other such verses in which Allah emphasizes
His Oneness and rejects the false beliefs of the polytheists.

Sahih Bukhari has presented a hadith qudsi against the
commentary on the verse (2:116)

Ibn Abbas « 4 ., narrated that the Prophet £&% said
that Allah says: “The son of Aadam forges a lie against Me
though he has no authority to do so. He abuses me though
he has no authority to do that. As for his froging a lie
against Me, he believes that I cannot recreate him as I had
created him before. As for his abusing Me, it is his saying
(about Me) that I have a son. But, I am without blemish lest
I take a wife or have a son!” (Bukhari#4482)

This hadith is also found in other books with a
variation of words. (Nasai #2077, 2078, Musnad Ahmad 2-317)

Bukhari and Muslim carry also the hadith qudsi that the
Prophet ¥8 said that no one endures as patiently as Allah
does on hearing bad things about Himself. People ascribe
children to Him yet He continues to feed them and give
them security. Everything obeys Him and is subservient to
Him and sincere to Him. Everyone will stand before Him
on the day of resurrection and worships Him here.
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If he says about anything “Be”, then it beomes exactly
as He wants it to become. All are obedient to Him and
even if the infidels say, ‘No!” yet their shadows are
subservient to Him.

The Qur’an says:
- 5 - . P 27 W
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Everything in the heaven and earth prostrates itself
to Him willingly or unwillingly.

Their shadows bow down every morning and
evening. (13:15)

Allah created the heavens and earth without a
previous example. He originated them. The dictionary
meaning of bid’ah (from which is badi ) is to make
something new.

Ibn Jarir & «., explained this verse in an identical
manner. Everything bears witness to His being the Creator
and His unity. Even the Masih (Eesa) . 1« bears
testimony to it. The Lord Who created everything witout a
previous example and without parents, also created Eesa
iaks without a father. There is no reason, therefore, that
you call him Allah’s son. Allah says merely Kun (be) and it
becomes! A poet says:

Lols 1 elabl sty Lats!
ERENTIRMARES

It is simply His intention what brings about what He

intends to create.

This verse explains tacitly that Prophet Eesa it was
born at the saying of that word Kun(be). His example in
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Allah’s sight is like Prophet Aadam ,u o Whom Ha
fashioned with clay and said, “Be!” and he Was'

G GBI © R VR AT

(156). And your God is One God. There is no God
but He, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. (2:163)

Explanation: He is alone in Divinity. He is the One God,
the Independent, the self-Subsisting. No one is worthy of
worship besides Him. This has been explained against
surah Al-Fatihah (in Tafsir Ibn kathir)

The Prophet £%t said that the i, (the Great Name) of
Allah is in two verses:

(i)  This one presented here (2:163) and
(i)  peil eVl (2:255) |

~ After this, evidence is presented for Allah’s unity. Read
it carefully:
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(157). Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the
earth, in the alternation of the night and the day, in
the sailing of the slups through the ocean for the
profit of mankind; in the rain the Allah sends down
from the skies and the life that He gives therewith to
an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He
scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds,
and the clouds that they trail like their slaves between

the sky and the earth - (here) indeed are signs for a
people who are wise. (2:164)
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Explanation: Evidences of Allah’s Unity lie in the high
heaven with its shining stars, in the wide expanse of the
earth with its mountains, oceans and kindred production
of fruit and vegetables, and plains where you build your
comfortable homes and earn a handsome profit. There also
are the days and nights that follow one another and the
ships that sail from here to there, There is rain too that
revives dead and barren land and produces greenery
everywhere and plenty of subsistence, fruit, vegetable,
Animals, both large and small, are evidences too.

More signs are that He protects them, feeds them
provides them shelter and drives the winds and sends rain
where it is needed.

The intelligent see in these things signs of Allah's
unity. They continue to remember and mention Allah all
the time. Saying “Our Lord you have not created them in
vain. You are Pure, without blemish, Preserve us from
hell.” (3:190-191)

Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas .. al 55 Narrated that
some people of the Quraysh met the Prophet £8% and said,
“Pray to Allah that He turn the Mount Safa into a heap of
gold, We shall buy horses and weapons from that. And we
shall support you and believe in you, too.”

He said, “Is that a firm assurance?” they asserted “Yes!
A firm promise.”

He prayed to Allah and Jibril ;3 .weu came to him and
said, “Your prayer is granted but if they fail to believe then
they will receive such a punishment as has not been
awarded to anyone till this day.” The Prophet ¥
trembled and submitted, “No, O Allah! Let them be as they
are! I shall continue to invite them to You. If not today,
some of them might submit to you at some time or other.”
Then this verse was revealed inviting them to observe
signs of nature and Allah’s unity.



Scattered Pearls vol.9 473

Another tradition is that when the verse (2:163) Ianiirzsys
- - was revealed (discussion #156), the idolaters asked,
“How can one God manage all the universe?” So this verse |
(under discussion) was revealed.

According to some versions, when they heard that
Allah is One, they asked for evidence, so this verse was
revealed, describing the signs.

QRSSIGAIBIAN * as S gx S aashs
(158). He s (Allah) Who shapes you in the wombs as

He pleases. There is no god but He, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise. (3:6)

Explanation: Allah knows the secrets of the universe. He
causes you to form within the wombs of your mothers as
He wishes. No one is worthy of worship but He. He alone
is the Creator. Even Prophet Eesa ,n.iu was His creature
who bowed to Him in worship like any other human
being. So, how can he be a god? The Christians allege that
he is a god.

Elsewhere Allah says:
» ”
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{He makes you in the insides of your mofhers, a make
after a make, in a threefold darkness, } (39:6)
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(159). Say, “O Allah! Lord of power (and rule), you
give power to whom you please, and you strip of
power from whom you please. You endue twith
honour whom you please, and you bring low whom
you please. In your hands 1s all good. Verily over all
things you have potwer.

You cause the night to gain on the day, and you
cause the day to gain on the night. You bring the
living out of the dead, and you bring the dead out of
the living. And you give sustenance to whom you
please without measure. (3:26-27)

Explanation: Allah says to His Prophet %% to declare the
might of His Lord, to thank Him and to entrust all his affairs
to Him - to do this in the words of the foregoing verses.

There is warning in these verses and an expression of
gratitude too. The Prophet £8f was taught these words and
his ummabh is also taught to pray in these words. Gratitude
is expressed for Prophethood being transferred from the
Banu Isra’il to the Arab, Quraysh, unlettered, Makkan
Prophet, Muhammad £ - Mustafa, the chosen one.

He was commissioned as the seal of Prophets ot agte -
the last of them and as Messenger to all mankind and jinn.
He was bestowed with the good things of all earlier Prophets
St ke and such merits and excellences as the earlier

Prophets ;i were not given. They concern an awareness
of Allah, His shari’ah, or news of the past and the future.

Allah disclosed to him all the facts of the hereafter. He
let his ummah scatter from the east to the west. He also
made His Prophet’ s %% religion and Shari’ah (divine
law) superior all religions and codes of law of the past.

Allah’s blessings descended on him. May He continue
to send His blessings on him till the Last Hour, as long as
days and nights keep following one another, Ameen! (33:56)
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The verse under discussion states that Allah controls
His creation and keeps changing (nights and days and
conditions of His creatures).

Some people asked, “Why did Allah not reveal His
word to a great man of the two habitations?” Allah
rejected their demand, Saying.

//,’ “
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{What! Will they divide the mercy y of your Lord?} (43:32)

Is that so? While We divide their livelihood for the
life of this world, raising some of them in rank above
others, that some may take others in service.” (43:32)

“Then, who are they to dictate to Us? Who are they
to ask us why their man was not made a Prophet?”

‘We know who deserves to be a Prophet”.

Elsewhere, Allah says:

“arf
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{Allah knows best where to place His message.} (6:124)

He also says:
.2’ &J} ’,”. ‘{’l 54 /.:S’),g‘si

{See how We distinguish some of them above the
others.} (17:21)

The next words of the verses being discussed say that
Allah alone regulates night and day, prolonging one and
shortening the other or making them equal. He has control
over the earth and the heaven. The sun and the moon. He
regulates the seasons of summer and winter. He brings out
the dead from the living and the living from the dead.
Examples are of fruit and crop from seed and seed from
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fruit and crop, the palm tree from the date-seed and the
date-seed from the date, a believer at an infidel’s place and
an infidel at a believer’s place, a hen from an egg and an
egg from a hen.

All these things are in His hand.

He may give too much wealth to some one as may be
uncountable, or He may take away everything from
someone. But, there is wisdom in all these things. They
happen at His will.

According to a hadith in Tabarani Allah’s great name is
found in this verse (3:26)

When He is called by this name, He answers. ..
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Apart from a Muslim’s responsibility to himself
and his family, Islam imposes on him a responsibility
to society. It is his duty to enjoin the reputable, or
righteousness, and to forbid the disreputable or what
is wicked. The Prophet & said that if this duty is not
discharged then Allah will send punishment to all the
people. He also said that when sin is commited on the
land and he who sees it disapproves of it then it is as
though he was not there. He also said, “If people see
wrong being done and do not change it then Allah will
punish them too with the wrong-doers.” This book is
the English translation of Bikhray Moti by Mawlana
Muhammad Yunus Palanpuri . As its title indicates, it
is a collection of brief ahadith and beneficial topics.
They are borrowed from the Mawlana’s personal note
book in which he jotted down for his own memory
any interesting useful topic that he came across. Since
this is not a planned writing, no regular order or
sequence is found or claimed.

We do hope readers will enjoy reading this book
and we pray that it be beneficial to them. May Allah
let the lives of our respected elders be great guides.

Darul-Ishaat takes pride in presenting this first |
part of Scattered Pearls. 1

! ,_&-—» \ ' E r ' .. w a8

E-mail : sales@darulishaat.com.pk
ishaat@cyber.net.pk
ishaat@pk.netsolir.com

ISBN 978-969-428-173-5

T

DIE-8411






